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THE LIFE 



SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 



EABIiY in 1764, Johnson paid a visit to the Langton 
family, at their seat of Langton in lincohishire, where 
he passed some time much to his satisfaction. His friend 
Bennet Langton, it will not be doubted, did every thing in 
his power to make the place agreeable to so illustrioiis a 
guest ; and the elder Mr. Langton and his lady, beii^ fully 
capable of understanding his value, were not wanting in 
attention. He, however, told me, that old Mr. Langton, 
though a man of considerable learning, had so little allow- 
ance to make for his occasional "laxity of talk," that 
because in the course of discussion he sometimes mentioned 
what might be said in favour of the peculiar tenets of the 
Eomish church, he went to his grave believing him to be of 
that communion. 

Johnson, during his stay at 'Langton, had the advantage 
of a good library, and saw several gentlemen of the neigh- 
bourhood. I have obtained from Mr. Langton the follow- 
ing particulars of this period. 

He was now fully convinced that he could not have been 
satisfied with a country living ; for, talking of a respectable 
clergyman in Liacolnshire, he observed, " This man, Sir, 
fills up the duties of his life well. I approve of him, but 
could not imitate him." 

To a lady who endeavoured to vindicate herself from 
blame for neglecting social attention to worthy neighbours. 

n. B 
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2 BOSWELL's life op JOHNSON. 1764. 

by saying " I would go to them if it would do them any 
good ; " he said, " What good, Madam, do you expect to 
haye in your power to do them? It is showing them 
respect, and that is doing them good." 

So socially accommodating was he, that once, when Mr. 
Langton and he were driving together in a coach, and Mr. 
Langton complained of being sick, he insisted that they 
should go out, and sit on the back of it in the open air, 
which they did. And being sensible how strange the 
appearance must be, observed, that a countryman whom 
they saw in a field would probably be thinking, " If these 
two madmen should come down, what would become of 
me?" 

Soon after his return to London, which was in February, 
was founded that Club which existed long without a name, 
but at Mr. Garrick's funeral became distinguished by the 
title of The Litsbaby Olub.^ Sir Joshua Eeynolds had 
the merit of being the first proposer of it ; to which John- 
son acceded, and the original members were. Sir Joshua 
Beynolds, Dr. Johnson, Mr. Edmund Burke, Dr. Nugent, 
Mr. Beauclerk, Mr. Langton, Dr. Qoldsmith, Mr. Chamier, 
and Sir John Hawkins. They met at the Turk's Head, in 
GFerrard Street, Soho, one evening in every week, at seven, 
and generally continued their conversation till a pretty late 
hour. This club has been gradually increased to its present 
[1791] number, thirty-five. After about ten years, instead 
of supping weekly, it was resolved to dine together once a 
f ortn^ht during the meeting of Parliament. Their original 
tavern having been converted into a private house, they 
moved first to Prince's in Sackville Street, then to Le 
Telier's in Dover Street, and now meet at Parsloe's, St. 
James's Street. Between the time of its formation, and 
the time at which this work is passing through the press 
(June, 1792),* the following persons, now dead, were 
members of it : Mr. Dunning (afterwards Lord Ashburton), 
Mr. Samuel Dyer, Mr. Qarrick, Dr. Shipley, Bishop of St. 
Asaph ; Mr. Vesey, Mr, Thomas Warton, and Dr. Adam 
Smith. The present members are, Mr. Burke, Mr. Langton, 
Lord Charlemont, Sir Eobert Chambers, Dr. Percy, Bishop 

* See Appendix to this volume on the Club. — Editor, 

* The second edition is here spoken of. — Editor, 
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£T. 55. BOSWBLL's life of JOHNBOir. 8 

of I>romore ; Dr. Barnard, Bishop of Elllaloe ; Dr. Marlay, 
Bishop of Clonfert; Mr. Fox, Dr. George Fordyce, Sir 
William Scott, ^r Joseph Banks, Sir Charles Bunbury, 
Mr. Windham, of Norfolk; Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Gibbon, 
Sir William Jones, Mr. Oolman, Mr. Steevens, Dr. Bnmey, 
Dr. Joseph Warton, Mr. Malone, Lord Ossory, Lord 
Spencer, Lord Lucan, Lord F&lmerston, Lord Eliot, Lord 
Macartney, Mr. Eichard Burke, junior, Sir William Hamil- 
ton, Dr. Warren, Mr. Courtenay, Dr. HinchHffe, Bishop of 
Peterborough ; the Duke of Leeds, Dr. Douglas, Bishop of 
Salisbury ; and the writer of this account. 

Sir John Hawkins * represents himself as a ** seceder " 
from this society, and assigns as the reason of his '' toUh' 
drawing " himself from it, that its late hours were incon- 
sistent with his domestic arrangements. Li this he is not 
accurate ; for the fact was, that he one evening attacked 
Mr. Burke in so rude a manner, that all the company 
testified their displeasure ; and at their next meeting their 
reception was such that he never came again.' 

He is equally inaccurate with respect to Mr. Garrick, of 
whom he says, *' he trusted that the least intimation of a 
desire to come among us, would procure him a ready 
admission ; but in this he was mistaken. Johnson con- 
sulted me upon it ; and when I could find no objection to 
receiving him, exclaimed, * He will disturb us by his 
buffoonery ; ' and afterwards so managed matters, that he 
was never formally proposed, and, by consequence, nevei 
admitted."' 

Li justice both to Mr. Oarrick and Dr. Johnson, I think 
it necessary to rectify this mis-statement. The truth is, 
that not very long after the institution of our club, Sir 
Joshua Beynolds was speaking of it to Qurrick. " I like it 
much," said he ; "I thmk I shall be of you." When Sir 

1 Life of Johnson, p. 425 (note). 

* From Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

The knight having refused to pay his portion of the reckoning for 
sapper, because he usually ate no supper at home, Johnson observed, 
" Sir John, Sir, is a very unclnhaMe man." — Bumey, 

Hawkins was not knighted till October, 1772, long after he had left 
the club. Bumey, in relating the story, puts the nunc pro ^uno.— 
Croker, 

' Life of Johnson, p. 425. 
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4 BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 1764u 

Joshua mentioned this to I>r.« Johnson, he was much dis- 
pleased with the acton's conceit. " He'll he of us" said 
Johnson, ** how does he know we will permit him ? the first 
duke in England has no light to hold such language." ^ 
However, when Gkrrick was regularly proposed some time 
afterwards, Johnson, though he had taken a momentary 
offence at his arrogance, warmly and kindly supported 
him, and he was accordingly elected,^ was a most agreeable 
member, and continued to attend our meetings to the time 
of his death. 

Mrs. Piozzi * has also given a similar misrepresentation 
of Johnson's treatment of Garrick in this particular, as if 
he had used these contemptuous expressions : " If Ghxrick 
does apply. Til blackball him. — Surely, one ought to sit in 
a society like ours, 

* Unelbow'd by a gamester, pimp, or player.' " 

I am happy to be enabled by such unquestionable 
authority as that of Sir Joshua Beynolds, as well as from 
my own knowledge, to vindicate at once the heart of 
Johnson and the social merit of G-arrick. 

In this year, except what he may have done in revising 
Shakspeare, we do not find that he laboured much in 
literature. He wrote a review of Grainger's " Sugar Cane," 
a poem, in the "London Chronicle." He told me that 
Dr. Percy wrote the greatest part of this review ; but, I 

> Malone says : '' I mentioned this anecdote to Mr. Boswell, and he 
has introduced it into his Life of Johnson.'* (Maloniana.)— Prior *s Life 
of Malone, lSeO,-^Editor, 

^ Mr. Garrick was elected in March, 1773.— Note in Third Edition, 
Tol. i., p. 43^.— Editor. 

' Letters to and iinom Dr. Johnson, toI. ii., p. 387. 

The anecdote as given in the passage only partially quoted by Boswell, 
seems to exonerate Mrs. Fiozzi from deliberate misrepresentation, and 
also exhibits Johnson's conduct in a more amiable light. '*When 
Grarrick was talked of as a candidate for admission into the Literary 
Club— * If he does apply,' says our Doctor to Mr. Thrale, * I'll black- 
ball him.' * Who, Sir r Mr. Qarrick, your friend, your companion— 
bhu;k-ball him I* * Why, Sir, I love my little David dearly, better than 
all or any of his flatterers do ; but surely one ought to sit in a society 
like ours, 

" * UnelboVd by a gamester, pimp, or player.'" 
^Editor. 
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imagme, he did not recollect it distinctly, for it appears to 
be mostly, if not altc^ther, his own. He also wrote, in 
the "Critical Review," an account f of Goldsmith's excellent 
poem, " The Traveller." 

The ease and independence to which he had at last 
attained by royal mnmfLcence, increased his natural indo- 
lence, in his " Meditations," [p. 53] he thus accuses 
himself : — 

'^ Good Friday, April 20, 1764. — I have made no reformation ; 
I have lived totally useless, more sensual in thought, and more 
addicted to wine and meat." 

And next morning he thus feelingly complains : — 

^' My indolence, since my last reception of the sacrament, has 
sunk into grosser sluggishness, and my dissipation spread into 
wilder negligence. My thoughts have been clouded with sensu- 
ality ; and, except that from the beginning of this year I have, in 
some measure, forebome excess of strong drink, my appetites 
have predominated over my reason. A kind of strange oblivion 
has overspread me, so that I know not what has become of the 
last year ; and perceive that incidents and intelligence pass over 
me without leaving any impression.** 

He then solemnly says, " This is not the life to which 
heaven is promised ; " and he earnestly resolves an amend- 
ment. 

It was his custom to observe certain days with a pious 
abstraction : viz.. New Year's Day, the day of his wife's 
death. Good Friday, Easter Day, and his own birthday. 
He this year says, 

" I have now spent fifty-five years in resolving ; having, from 
the earliest time almost that I can remember, been forming 
schemes of a better life. I have done nothing. The need of 
doing, therefore, is pressing, since the time of doing is short. 
O God, grant me to resolve aright, and to keep my resolutions, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen." 

Such a tenderness of conscience, such a fervent desire of 
improvement, will rarely be found. It is, surely, not 
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6 BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 1764. 

decent in tkose who are liardened in indifEerence to spiritual 
improTement, to treat this pious anxiety of Johnson with 
contempt. 

About this time he was afficted with a very severe 
return of the hypochondriac disorder, which was ever lurk- 
ing about him. He was so ill, as, notwithstanding his 
remarkable love of company, to be entirely averse to 
society, the most fatal symptom of that malady. Dr. 
Adams told me, that, as an old friend, he was admitted to 
visit him, and that he found him in a deplorable state, 
sighing, groaning, talking to himself, and restlessly walking 
from room to room. He then used this empluitical ex- 
pression of the misery which he felt : " I would consent to 
have a limb amputated to recover my spirits." 

Talking to himself was, indeed, one of his singularities 
ever since I knew him. I was certain that he was fre- 
quently uttering pious ejaculations ; for fragments of the 
Lord's Prayer have been distinctly overheard.^ His friend, 
Mr. Thomas Davies, of whom Churchill says, 

" That Davies hath a very pretty wife ; " 

when Dr. Johnson muttered " lead us not into temptation " 
— used with wa^sh and gallant humour to whisper Mrs. 
Davies, " You, my dear, are the cause of this." 

He had another particularity, of which none of his 
friends ever ventured to ask an explanation. It appeared 
to me some superstitious habit, which he had contracted 
early, and from which he had never called upon his reason 

^ It used to be imagined at Mr. Thrale's, when Johnson retired to a 
window or corner of the room, bv perceiving his lips in motion, and 
hearing a murmur without audible articulation, that he was praying ; 
but this was not always the case, fur I was once, perhaps unperceired 
by him, writing at a table, so near the place of his retreat, that I heard 
him repeating some lines in an ode of Horace, over and over again, as if 
by iteration to exercise the organs of speecti, and fix the ode in his 
memory : 

" Audiet cives acuisse ferrum 
Quo graves Persa melius perirent, 
Audiet pugnas . . . ." 

It was daring the American war.— j?urn<;^. 
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to disentangle liim. This was his anxious care to go out 
or in at a door or passage, by a certain number of steps 
from a certain point, or at least so as that either his right 
or his left foot (I am not certain which) should constantly 
make the first actual movement when he came close to the 
door or passage. Thus I conjecture: for I have, upon 
innumerable occasions, observed him suddenly stop, and 
then seem to count his steps with a deep earnestness ; 
and when he had neglected or gone wrong in this sort of 
magical movement, I have seen him go back again, put 
himself in a proper posture to begin tiie ceremony, and, 
having gone through it, break from his abstraction, walk 
briskly on, and join his companion. A strange instance of 
something of this nature, even when on horseback, hap- 
pened when he was in the Isle of Sky.' Sir Joshua 
Eeynolds has observed him to go a good way about, rather 
than cross a particular alley in Leicester Fields ; but this 
Sir Joshua imputed to his having had some disagreeable 
recollection associated with it.*'' 

^ Journal of a Tonr to the Hebrides, 3rd edit., p. 316. 

' His conduct at Mr. Bankes's, see ante, p. 108, seems something of 
the same kind. Dr. Fisher, Master of the Charter House, told me, Uiat 
in walking on the quadrangle of University College, he would not step 
on the juncture of the stones, but carefully on the centre : but this is a 
trick which many persons have when sauntering on any kind of tessella- 
tion. Dr. Fisher adds, that he would sometimes take a phial to the 
college pump, and alternately fill and empty it, without any object that 
I)r. Fisher could discern. " Mr. Sheridan,"*' says Mr. Whyte, ** at one 
time lived in Bedford Street, opposite Henrietta Street, which ranges 
with the south side of Covent Garden, so that the prospect lies open the 
whole way, free of interruption. We were standing together at the 
drawing-room window, expecting Johnson, who was to dine there. 
Mr. Sheridan asked me, could I see the length of the Garden ? ' No, 
Sir.' [Mr. Whyte was short-sighted.] 'Take out your opera-glass, 
Johnson is coming; you may know him by his gait.' I perceived him 
at a good distance, working along with a peculiar solemnity of deport- 
ment, and an awkward sort of measured step. At that time the broad 
flagging at each side the streets was not universally adopted, and stone 
posts were in fashion, to prevent the annoyance of carriages. Upon 
every post, as he passed along, I could observe, he deliberately laid his 
hand ; but missing one of them when he had got at some distance, he 
seemed suddenly to recollect himself, and immediately returning back, 
carefully performed the accustomed ceremony, and resumed his former 
course, not omitting one till he gained the crossing. This, Mr. Sheridan 
assured me, however odd it might appear, was his constant practice ; bat 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 BOSWBLL's life of JOHNSON. 1764. 

That the most miniite singularities which belonged to 
him, and made very observable parts of his appearance and 
manner, may not be omitted, it is requisite to mention, 
that, while talking, or even musing as he sat in his chair, 
he commonly held his head to one side towards his right 
shoulder, and shook it in a tremulous manner, moving his 
body backwards and forwards, and rubbing his left knee 
in the same direction, with the palm of his hand. In the 
intervals of articulating he made various sotmds with his 
mouth, sometimes as if ruminating, or what is called 
chewing the cud, sometimes giving a half- whistle, some- 
times making his tongue play backwards from the roof of 
his mouth, as if clucking like a hen, and sometimes pro- 
truding it against his upper gums in front, as if pro- 
nouncing quickly, under his breath, too, too, too: all this 
accompanied sometimes with a thoughtful look, but more 
frequently with a smile. Generally, when he had concluded 
a period, in the course of a dispute, by which time he was 
a good deal exhausted by violence and vociferation, he used 
to blow out his breath fike a whale. This, I suppose, was 
a relief to his lungs ; and seemed in him to be a contemp- 
tuous mode of expression, as if he had made the arguntents 
of his opponent fly like chafE before the wind. 

I am fully aware how very obvious an occasion I here 
give for the sneering jocularity of such as have no relish of 
an exact likeness ; which to render complete, he who draws 
it must not disdain the slightest strokes. But if witlings 
should be inclined to attack this account, let them have the 
candour to quote what I have offered in my defence. 

He was for some time in the summer at Easton Maudit, 
Northamptonshire, on a visit to the Rev. Dr. Percy, now 
Bishop of Dromore.^ Whatever dissatisfaction he felt at 
what he considered as a slow progress in intellectual im- 
provement, we find that his heart was tender, and his 
affections warm, as appears from the following very kind 
letter : — 

why or wherefore he could not inform me." — Whyte, Miscellanea 
Nova, p. 49. — Croker, 

^ He spent parts of the months of Jane, July, and August with mo, 
aooompanied by his friend Mrs. Willi»>»s, whom Mrs. Percy found a 
?8ry agreeable companion.— P^<^. 
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TO JOSHUA REYNOLDS, ESQ. 

In Leicester Fields, London, 

"Dear Sib, 

'* I did not hear of jour sickness till I heard likewise of 
your recovery, and therefore escape that part of your pain, which 
every man must feel, to whom you are known as you are known 
to me. 

'* Having had no particular account of your disorder, I know 
not in what state it has left you. If the amusement of my 
company can exhilarate the languor of a slow recovery, I will 
not delay a day to come to you ; for I know not how I can so 
effectually promote my own pleasure as by pleasing you, or my 
own interest as by preserving you, in whom, if I should lose 
you, I should lose almost the only man whom I call a friend. 

** Pray, let me hear of you from yourself, or from dear Miss 
Reynolds.^ Make my compliments to Mr. Mudge. I am, dear 
Sir, your most affectionate and most humble servant, 

"Sam. Johnson." 

" At the Rev. Mr. Percy's, at Easton 
Maudit, Northamptonshire, (by 
Castle Ashby,) Aug. 19, 1764." 

Eaxly in the year 1766 lie paid a short visit to the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, with his friend Mr. Beauclerk. 
There is a lively picturesque account of his behaviour on 
thisTisit in the " Gentleman's Magazine " for March, 1786, 
being an extract of a letter from the late Dr. John Sharp.' 
The two following sentences are yery characteristical : — 

^ Sir Joshua's sister, for whom Johnson had a particular affection, 
and to whom he wrote many letters which I have seen, and which I am 
sorry her too nice delicacy will not permit to be published* [Note 
introduced in the second edition, vol. i., p. 451.] 

Those letters were communicated by Mr. J. F. Palmer, the grand- 
nephew of Sir Joshua and Miss Reynolds, to Mr. Croker, and will be 
nven in the Appendices to this and the other volumes of this edition. — 



' Dr. John Sharp, grandson of Sharp, Archbishop of York, and son 
of the Archdeacon of Durham, in which preferment he succeeded his 
father. He was a member of Trinity College, Cambridge. He died 
in 1792, aged sixty-nine.— Cro^«r. 
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" He drank his large potations of tea with ijii, interrupted 
by many an indicant contradiction, and many a noble 
sentiment." "Several persons got into his company the 
last evening at Trinity, where, about twelve, he began to 
be very great ; stripped poor Mrs. Macaulay to the very 
skin, then gave her for his toast, and drank her in two 
bumpers." 

The strictness of his self-examination, and scrupulous 
Christian humility, appear in his pious meditation on 
Easter-day this year. " I purpose again to partake of the 
blessed sacrament ; yet when I consider how vainly T have 
hitherto resolved, at this annual commemoration of my 
Saviour's death, to regulate my life by his laws, I am 
almost afraid to renew my resolutions." 

The concluding words are very remarkable, and show 
that he laboured under a severe depression of spirits. 
" Since the last Easter I have reformed no evil habit ; my 
time has beSn unprofitably spent, and seems a^ a dream 
that has left nothing behind. My memory grows confused, 
and I know not how the days jpass over me. Good Lord, 
deliver me ! " ^ 

No man was more gratefully sensible of any kindness 
done to him than Johnson. There is a little circumstance 
in his diary this year, which shows him in a very amiable 
Hght. 

" July 2. I paid Mr. Simpson ten guineas, which he had 
formerly lent me in my necessity, and for which Tetty expressed 
her gratitude." 

" July 8. I lent Mr. Simpson ten guineas more.** 

Here he had a pleasing opporttmity of doing the same 
kindness to an old friend, which he had formerly received 
from him. Indeed his liberality as to money was very 
remarkable. The next article in his diary is, " July 16th, 
I received seventy-five pounds.^ Lent Mr. Davies twenty- 
five." 

Trinity College, Dublin, at this time surprised Johnson 

1 Prayers and Meditations, p. 55. 
* A quarter's pension. — Crolcer. 
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with a spontaneous compliment of the highest academical 
honours, by creating him Doctor of Laws. The diploma, 
which is in my possession, is as follows : — 

" OMNIBUS ad quos prasetites litera pervenerint, salutem, 
No8 PrcBpositus et Socii Seniores CoUegii Sacrosancta et Indi- 
vidtuB Trinitaiis Regina Elizahetha juxta Dublin, testamuTy 
Sftmueli Johnson, Armigero, oh egregiam scriptonim elegantiam 
et utilitatem, graiiam concessam fuisse pro gradu Doctoratus in 
utroque Jure^ octavo die Jidii, Anno Domini millesimo septingen- 
tesimo sexagesimo-quinto. In cujua rex testimonium singulorum 
manus et sigillum quo in hisce utimur apposuimus ; viceftimo tertio 
die Juliiy Anno Domini millesimo septingentesimo sexagesimo-^ 
quinto, 

Gui.. Clement. Fban. Andrews. R. Mdreat. 
Tho. Wilson. Praps, Rob'^. Law. 

Tho. Leland.^ Mich. Kearney.^ 

This nnsolicited mark of distinction, conferred on so 
great a literary character, did much honour to the judg- 
ment and liberal spirit of that learned body. Johnson 
acknowledged the favour in a letter to Dr. Leland, one of 
their ntunber ; but I have not been able to obtain a copy 
of it.' 

^ Dr. Thomas Leland, the translator of Demosthenes, and author of 
the History of Ireland, was born at Dublin, in 1722, and died in 1785. — 
Wriffht, 

^ The same who has contributed some notes to this work, and tho 
elder brother of my earliest literary friend Dr. John Kearney, sometime 
ProYost of Dublin College, and afterwards Bishop of Ossory. Both the 
brothers were amiable men and accomplished scholars. — Croker. 

• Since the publication of the edition in 1804 a copy of this letter has 
been obligingly communicated to me by John Leland^ Esq., son of the 
learned historian, to whom it is addressed : — 

"TO THE REV. DR. LELAND. 

" Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, London, 
"Oct. 17, 1765. 

" Sib, — Among the names subscribed to the degree which I have had 
the honour of receiring irom the University of Dublin, I find none of 
which I have any personal knowledge but those of Dr. Andrews and 
yourself. 
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He appears this jear to have been seized with a tem- 
poraiy fit of ambition, for he had thoughts both of studying 
law, and of engaging in politics. His ** Prayer before the 
Study of Law " ^ is truly admirable : — 

'* Sept. 26, 1765. Almighty God, the giver of wisdom, without 
whose help resolutions are vain, without whose blessing study is 
ineffectual ; enable me, if it be thy will, to attain such knowledge 
as may qualify me to direct the doubtful, and instruct the igno- 
rant ; to prevent wrongs and terminate contentions ; and grant 
that I may use that knowledge which I shall attain, to thy glory 
and my own salvation, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen." 

His prayer in the view of becoming a politician is en- 
titled, " Engaging in politics with H n," * no doubt, 

his friend, l£e Eight Hon. William Gerard Hamilton,' for 

" Men can be estimated by those who know them not, onlj as they 
are represented by those who know them ; and therefore I flatter myself 
that I owe much of the pleasure which this distinction gives me, to your 
concurrence with Dr. Andrews in recommending me to the learned 
society. 

<^ Having desired the Provost to return my general thanks to the 
University, I beg that you, Sur, will accept my particular and immediate 
acknowledgments. I am, Sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, ^ " Sam. Johnsoh.*' 

I have not been able to recover the letter which Johnson wrote to 
Dr. Andrews on this occasion. — Malone, 

^ Prayers and Meditations, p. 60. 

a Ibid,, p. 61. 

^ William Gerard Hamilton, the only son of William Hamilton, a 
Scottish advocate who migrated from Edinburgh to London, to practise 
under the appellate jurisSction created at the Union, 1707, was bom in 
Lincoln's Inn, January, 1728. He was educated at Winchester and 
Oriel College ; and, on leaving Oxford, became a member of Lincoln's 
Inn ; but on the death of his father, January 15, 1754, from whom he 
inherited an ample fortune, he abandoned the bar, to devote himself 
exclusively to political life. In the general election. May, 1754, he 
entered Parliament as member for Petersfield, Hampshire. After re- 
maining a silent member for a year, he made his first speech, 13th 
November, 1755, in the debate on an address to the Crown regarding 
the treaties between His Britannic Majesty, the Emperor of Russia and 
the Landgrave of Hesse-Cassel : ** Toung Mr. Hamilton," says Horace 
Walpole, '* spoke for the first time, and was at once perfection." This 
was the speech which acquired for him the name of " single speech 
Hamilton,^' an epithet not altogether correct, for he spoke again on the 
same subject, February, 1756, when, as Walpole says, he shone again. 
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whom, during a long acqtiaintance, be had a great esteem^ 
and to whose conversation he once paid this high com^ 
pliment : '* I am very unwilling to be left alone, Sir, and 
therefore I go with my company down the first pair of 
stairs, in some hopes that they may, perhaps, return again '^ 
I go with you. Sir, as &.r as the street-door." In what 
particular department he intended to engage^ does not 
appear, nor can Mr. Hamilton explain. EQs prayer is iu 
general terms : 

" Enlighten my understanding with knowledge of rights 
and govern my will by thy laws, that no deceit may mislead 
me, nor temptation corrupt me ; that I may always endea- 
vour to do good, and hinder evil." * There is nothing upon 
the subject in his diary. 

This year was distinguished by his being introduced into* 
the family of Mr. ThrsJe, one of the most eminent brewers, 
in England, and member of Parliament for the borough of 
Southwark. Foreigners are not a little amazed when they 
hear of brewers, distillers, and men in similar departments 
of trade, held forth as persons of considerable consequence* 
In this great commercial country it is natural that a situa- 

but with diminished lustre. In March, 1761, he accompanied Lord 
Halifax, when that nobleman was made Lord Lieutenant, to Ireland, as 
his principal secretary. In the Irish House of Commons, in the course 
of the session which began in NoTember, 1761, and ended in the middle 
of the following year, he spoke fiye times, and with distinguished success. 
Though he did not immediately resign his office when, 1763, the Earl of 
Northumberland succeeded Lord Halifax as Lord Lieutenant, yet, from 
some disgust he had conceived, he soon took this step, aud returned to 
England. He sat in every parliament till his death, which took place- 
in his house. Upper Brook Street, July 16, 1796, in his sixty-eighth 
year. — Editor, 

^ In the preface to a late collection of Mr. Hamilton's Pieces, it haa 
been observed that our author was, by the generality of Johnson's, 
words, ^'led to suppose that he was seized with a temporary fit of 
ambition, and that hence he was induced to apply his thoughts to law 
and politics. But Mr. Boswell was certainly mistaken in this respect t 
and these words merely allude to Johnson's having at that time entered 
into some engagement with Mr. Hamilton occasionally to furnish him 
wit^ his sentiments on the great political topics which should be con- 
sidered in Parliament." In consequence of this engagement, Johnson. 
in November, 1766, wrote a very valuable tract, entitled " Considerationc 
cm Com," which is printed as an appendix to the works of Mr. Hamiltoxb 
[edited by Malone], published by T. Payne in ISOS^—Mahnc, 

• Prayers and Meditations, p. 67. 
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tion which produces much wealth should be considered as 
very respectable ; and, no doubt, honest industry is entitled 
to esteem. But, perhaps, the too rapid advance of men of 
low extraction tends to lessen the value of that distinction 
by birth and gentility, which has ever been found beneficial 
to the grand scheme of subordination. Johnson used to 
give this account of the rise of Mr. Thrale's father : " He 
worked at six shillings a week for twenty years in the great 
brewery, which afterwards was his own. The proprietor 
of it ^ had an only daughter, who was married to a noble- 
man. It was not fit that a peer should continue the 
business. On the old man's death, therefore, the brewery 
was to be sold. To find a purchaser for so large a property 
was a difficult matter ; and, after some time, it was sug- 
gested, that it would be advisable to treat with Thrale, a 
sensible, active, honest man, who had been employed in the 
house, and to transfer the whole to him for thirty thousand 
pounds, security being taken upon the property. This was 
accordingly settled. In eleven years Thrale paid the pur- 
<jhase money .^ He acquired a large fortune, and lived to 
be a member of parliament for Southwark.* But what was 
most remarkable was the liberality with which he used his 
riches. He gave his son and daughters the best education. 
The esteem which his good conduct procured him from the 
nobleman who had married his master's daughter, made 
him be treated with much attention ; and his son, both at 
school and at the university of Oxford, associated with 
young men of the first rank. His allowance from his 

^ The predecessor of old Thrale was Edmund Halsey, Esq. ; the noble- 
man who married his daap:hter was Lord Cobham, great uncle of the 
^rst Marquis of Buckingham. But I believe Dr. Johnson was mistaken 
in assigning so very low an origin to Mr. Thrale. The clerk of St. 
Albans, a very aged man, told me, that he (the elder Thrale) married a 
•sister of Mr. fialsey. It is at least certain that the family of Thrale was 
of some consideration in that town : in the abbey church is a handsome 
monument to the memory of Mr. John Thrale, late of London, merchant, 
^ho died in 1704, aged 54, Margaret his wife, and three of their children 
who died young, between the years 1676 and 1690. The arms upon 
this monument are, paly of eight, ffulea and or, impaling, erminet on a 
«hief indented verty three wolves' (or gryphons') heads, or, couped at the 
neck :— Crest on a ducal coronet, a tree, ffert, — Blaketoay, 

^ In 1733 he served the office of high sheriff for Surrey; and died 
April 9, \7bQ.— Chalmers, 
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father, after he left college, was splendid ; not less than a 
thousand a year. This, in a man who had risen as old 
Thrale did, was a very extraordinary instance of generosity. 
He used to say, " If this young dog does not find so much 
after I am gone as he expects, let him remember that he 
has a great deal in my own time." 

The son, though in affluent circumstances, had good 
sense enough to carry on his father's trade, which was of 
such extent, that I remember he once told me, he would 
not quit it for an annuity of t^i thousand a year: " Not," 
said he, ** that I get ten thousand a year by it, but it is an 
estate to a family." Having left daughters only, the pro- 
perty was sold for the immense sum of one hundred and 
thirty-five thousand pounds : a magnificent proof of what 
may be done by fair trade in a long period of time. 

There may be some who think that a new system of 
gentility^ might be established, upon principles totally 
different from what have hitherto prevailed. Our present 
heraldry, it may be said, is suited to the barbarous times 
in which it had its origin. It is chiefly founded upon 
ferocious meilit, upon military excellence. Why, in civi- 
lized times, we may be asked, should there not be rank and 
honours, upon principles which, independent of long custom, 
are certainly not less worthy, and which, when once allowed 
to be connected with elevation and precedency, would 
obtain the same dignity in our imagination ? Why should 
not the knowledge, the skill, the expertness, the assiduity, 
and the spirited hazards of trade and commerce, when 
crowned with success, be entitled to give those flattering 
distinctions by which mankind are so universally capti- 
vated? 

^ Mrs. Barney informs me that she heard Dr. Johnson say, " An 
English merchant is a new species of gentleman." He, perhaps, had in 
his mind the following ingenious passage in The Conscious Lovers, 
act It., scene 2, where Mr. Sealand thus addresses Sir John Bevii : — 
*" Giire me leave to say, that we merchants are a species of gentry that 
have grown into the world this last century, and are as honourable, and 
almost as useful, as you landed-folks, that have always thought your- 
selves so much above us 5 for your trading, forsooth, is extended no 
farther than a load of hay, or a fat ox. You are pleasant people indeed ! 
because you are generally bred up lazy, therefore, I warrant you, 
industry is dishonourable.'' [Note added in the second edition, vol. i., 
p. 457,— Editor.] 
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Such axe the specious, but false arguments for a proposi- 
tion which always will fbid numerous advocates, iu a nation 
where men are ereiy day starting up from obscurity to 
wealth. To refute them is needless. The general sense of 
mankind cries out, with irresistible force, " Un gentithomme 
est toujours gentUhoimneJ' 

Mr. Thrale had married Miss Hesther Lynch Salusbury, 
of good Welsh extraction, a lady of lively talents, improved 
by education. That Johnson's introduction into Mr. Thrale's 
family, which contributed so much to the happiness of his 
life, was owing to her desire for his conversation, is a very 
probable and the general supposition : but it is not the 
truth. Mr. Murphy, who was intimate with Mr. Thrale, 
having spoken very highly of Dr. Johnson, he was requested 
to make them acquainted. This bemg mentioned to 
Johnson, he accepted of an invitation to dinner at Thrale's, 
and was so much pleased with his reception, both by Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale, and they so much pleased with him, that 
his invitations to their house were more and more frequent, 
till at last he became one of the family, and an apartment 
was appropriated to him, both in their house at Southwark 
and in their villa at Streatham.^ 

Johnson had a very sincere esteem for Mr! Thrale, as a 
man of excellent principles, a good scholar, well skilled in 

^ The first time I ever saw this extraordinary man was in the year 
1764, when Mr. Murphy, who had long been the friend and confidential 
intimate of Mr. Thrale, persuaded him to wish for Johnson's conversa- 
tion, extolling it in t«rms which that of no other person could have 
deserved, till we were only in doubt how to obtain his company, and 
find an excuse for the invitation. The celebrity of Mr. Woodhouse, a 
shoemaker, whose verses were at that time the subject of common dis- 
course, soon afforded a pretence, and Mr. Murphy brought Johnson to 
meet Mm, giving me gener^ cautions not to be surprised at his figure, 
dress, or behaviour. What I recollect best of the day's talk was his 
earnestly recommending Addison's works to Mr. Woodhouse as a model 
for imitation. " Give nights and days, Sir," said he, " to the study of 
Addison, if you mean either to be a good writer, or, what is more worth, 
an honest man." When I saw something like the same expression in 
his criticism on that author, in the lives of the Poets, I put him in mind 
of his past injunctions to the young poet, to which he replied, *^ that he 
wished the shoemaker might have remembered them as well." Mr. 
Johnson liked his new acquaintance so much, however, that from that 
time he dined with us every Thursday through the winter. — Piozzi^a 
Anecdotes, p. 125-6. 
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trade, of a sound tmderstaaidmg, and of manners such as 
presented the character of a phiin independent English 
'squire. As this family will frequently be mentioned in 
the course of the following pa^s, and as a false notion has 
prevailed that Mr. Thrale was inferior, and in some degree 
insignificant, compared with Mrs. Thrale, it may be proper 
to give a true state of the case from the authority of John- 
son himself in his own words. 

" I know no man," said he, " who is more master of his 
wife and family than Thrale. If he but holds up a finger, 
he is obeyed. It is a great mistake to suppose that she is 
above him in literary attainments. She is more flippant ; 
but he has ten times her liBaming : he is a regular scholar ; 
but her learning is that of a schoolboy in one of the lower 
forms." My r^«ders may naturally wish for some repre- 
sentation of the figures of this couple. Mr. Thrale was 
tall, well proportioned, and stately. As for Madam, or my 
MistresBj by which epithets Johnson used to mention Mrs. 
Thrale, she was short, plump, and brisk. She has herself 
given us a lively view of the idea which Johnson had of 
her person, on her appearing bef olre him in a dark-coloured 
gown : " You little creatures should never wear those sort 
of clothes, however; they are unsuitable in every way. 
What! have not all insects gay colours?**^ Mr. Thrale 
gave his wife a liberal indulgence, both in the choice of 
their company, and in the mode of entertaining them. He 
imderstood and valued Johnson, without remission, from 
their first acquaintance to the day of his death. Mrs. 
Thrale was enchanted with Johnson's conversation for its 
own sake, and had also a very allowable vanity in appear- 
ing to be honoured with the attention of so celebrated a 
man. 

Nothing could be more fortunate for Johnson than this 
connection. He had at Mr. Thrale's all the comforts and 
even luxuries of life ; his melancholy was diverted, and his 
irregular habits lessened, by association with an agreeable 
and well-ordered family. He was treated with the utmost 
respect, and even affection. The vivacity of Mrs. Thrale's 
Hteraiy talk roused him to cheerfulness and exertion, even 
when they were alone. But this was not often the case.; 
^ Anecdotes, p. 279. [See Johosoniana.] 
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for he found here a constant suooession of what gave him 
the highest enjoyment, the society of the learned, the witty, 
and the eminent in every way; who were assembled in 
numerous companies, called forth his wonderful powers, 
and gratified him with admiration, to which no man could 
be insensible. 

In the October of this year he at length gave to the 
world his edition of '' Shakspeare," which, if it had no 
other merit but that of jHroducing his Preface, in which the 
excellences and defects of that immortal bard are displayed 
with a masterly hand, the nation would have had no reason to 
complain.^ A blind indiscriminate admiration of Shaks- 
peare had exposed the British nation to the ridicule of 
foreigners. Johnson, by candidly admitting the faults of 
his poet, had the more credit in bestowing on him deserved 
and indisputable praise; and doubtless none of all his 
panegyrists have done him half so much honour. Their 
praise was like that of a counsel, upon his own side of the 
cause : Johnson's was like the grave, well-considered, and 
impartial opinion of the judge, whidi falls from his lips 
with weight, and is received with reverence. What he did 
as a commentator has no small share of merit, though his 
researches were not so ample, and his investigations so 

> Johnson was insensible to Churchill's abose ; but the poem before 
mentioned had brought to remembrance that his edition of Shakespeare 
had long been due. His friends took the alarm, and, by all the arts of 
reasoning and persuasion, laboured to conrince him that, baring taken 
subscriptions for a work in which he had made no progress, his credit 
was at stake. He confessed he was culpable, and promiwd from time to 
time to begin a course of such reading as was necessary to qualify him 
for the work : this was no more than he had formerly done in an engage- 
ment with Coxeter, to whom he had bound himself to write the Life of 
Shakespeare, but he never could be prevailed on to begin it, so that even 
now it was questioned whether his promises were to be relied on. For 
this reason Sir Joshua Reynolds, and some other of his friends, who 
were more concerned for his reputation than liimself seemed to be, con- 
trived to entangle him by a wager, or some other pecuniary engagement, 
to perform his task by a certain time. — Hawking lAfe^ p. 440. 

Urainger thus writes to Percy on this subject, ^ 27ta June, 1758 : I 
have several times called on Johnson to pay him faH of your subflcrip- 
tion — I say jMcr^, because he never thinks of working if he has a couple 
of guineas in his pocket." And aeain, 20th Julv : << As to his Shake- 
speare, movet »ed twrn pramowt. 1 shall feed him occasionally with 
guineas."— Prior's Goldsmith, i., ^Sb.—Orokir, 
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acute, as they might have been ; which we now oertainlj 
know from the labours of other able and ingenious critics 
who have followed him. He has enriched his edition with 
a concise account of each play, and of its charactenstic 
excellence. Many of his notes have illustrated obscuriiies 
in the text, and placed x)a8sa^s eminent for beauty in a 
more conspicuous l^ht ; and he has, in general, ezMbited 
such a mode of annotation, as may be beneficial to all sub- 
sequent editors. 

His *< Shakspeare " was virulently attacked by Mr. 
Wilhami Keniick, who obtained the degree of I1L.D. from 
a Scotch university, and wrote for the booksellers in a great 
variety of branches. Though he certainly was not wi&out 
considerable merit, he wrote with so little regard to decency, 
and principles, and decorum, and in so hasty a manner, 
that his reputation was neither extensive nor lasting. I 
remember one evening, when some of his works were 
mentioned, Dr. Goldsmith said, he had never heard of 
them ; upon which Dr. Johnson observed, " Sir, he is one 
of the many who have made themselves jntblic, without 
Tp aking themselves hnoifm** ^ 

A young student of Oxford, of the name of Barclay, 
wrote an answer to Kenrick's review of Johnson's ** Shaks- 
peare." Johnson was at first angry that Kenrick's attack 
should have the credit of an answer. But afterwards, 
considering the young man's good intention, he kindly 
noticed him,. and probably would have done more, had not 
the young man died. 

In his Preface to ** Shakspeare," Johnson treated Yoltaire 
very contemptuously, observing, upon some of his remarks, 
" liese are the petty cavils of petty minds." Voltaire, in 
revenge, made an attack upon Johnson, in one of his 
numerous literary sallies which I remember to have read ; 

' Kenrick was bom at Watford, Herts, and was brought up to the 
business of a rule-maker, which he quitted for literature. Of this 
*' attach," entitled ''A Review of Dr. Johnson's new edition of Shakes- 
peare ; in which the Ignorance or Inattention of that Editor is exposed, 
and the Poet defended from the Persecution of his Commentators,*' Dr. 
Johnson only said, " He did not think himself bound by Kenrick's 
niies,'' In 1774 he delivered Lectures on Shakespeare, and the next 
year commenced the London Review, which he continued to his death, 
June 10, n79,^Wright. 
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bat, there being no general index to his Toluminous works, 
have ieorcbed in vain, and therefore cannot quote it.^ 

Voltaire was an antagonist with whom I thought Johnfion 
should not disdain to contend. I pressed him to answer. 
He said, he perhaps might ; but he never did. 

Mr. Bumej haying occasion to write to Johnson for 
some receipts for subscriptions to his '' Shakspeare," which 
Johnson had omitted to deliyer when the money was paid, 
he availed himself of that opportunity of thanking Johnson 
for the great pleasure which he had reoeiyed from the 
perusal of his Preface to ** Bhakspeare ; " which, although 
it excited much clamour against him at first, is now justify 
ranked among the most excellent of his writings, To this 
letter Johnson returned the following answer : — 



TO CHARLES BURNET, ESQ., 

In Poland Street 

"Oct. 16,1765. 
"Sib, 

" I am sorry that your kindness to me has brought upon 
yon so much tronhle, though you have taken care to ahate that 
sorrow, by the pleasure which I received from your approhation. 
I defend my criticism in the same manner with you. We must 
confess the faults of our fiiyourite, to gain credit to our praise of 
his excellencies. He that claims, either in himself or for another, 
the honours of perfection, will surely injure the reputation which 
he designs to assist. Be pleased to make my compliments to 
your family. I am, Sir, your most ohliged and most humhle 
servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 



From one of his Journals I transcribed what follows : — 
" At church, Oct.— 65- 

* '' Je ne Teux point soupfonner le sieur Jonson d'etre an mauTais 
plaisant, et d'aimer trop le vin t mais je trouve un pen singulier qull 
oompte la boaflfonnerie et rint>gnerie parmi les b^ut^s da th^tre 
tragiqoe : " &c., &c. Dictionnaire Fhilosophiqoe, art ^' Art Drama- 
tiqae.^ yoltaire, 6dit. 1784, yoI. xxxyiii., p. lO.^Wrigki, 
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" To avoid all singularity : Bonavenivra.^ 

'* To come in before service, and oompose my mind by 
meditation, or by reading some portions of scripture. 
TeUy, 

" If I can hear the sermon, to attend it, unless attention 
be more troublesome than useful. 

" To consider the act of prayer as a reposal of myself 
upon God, and a resignation of all into his holy hand.'' 

Both in 1764 and 1765 it shoidd seem that he was so 
busily employed with his edition of Shakspeare, as to have 
had Httle leisure for any other literary exertion, or, indeed, 
even for private correspondence. He did not favour me 
with a single letter for more than two years, for which it 
will appear that he afterwards apologised. 

He was, however, at all times ready to give assistance to 
his friends, and others, in revising their works, and in 
writing for them, or greatly improving, their Dedications. 
In that courtly species of composition no man excelled 
Dr. Johnson. Though the loftiness of his mind prevented 
him from ever dedicating in his own person, he wrote a 
very great number of Dedications for others. Some of 
these, the persons who were favoured with them are un- 
willing should be mentioned, from a too anxious apprehen- 
sion, as I think, that they might be suspected of having 
received larger assistance ; and some, after all the diligence 
I have bestowed, have escaped my inquiries. He told me, 
a great many years ago, " he believed he had dedicated to 
all the Eoyal Family round ; " and it was indifferent to him 
what was the subject of the work dedicated, provided it 
were innocent. He once dedicated some music for the 
German Flute to Edward, Duke of York. In writing 
Dedications for others, he considered himself as by no 
means speaking his own sentiments. 

Notwithstanding his long silence, I never omitted to 
write to him, when I had any thing worthy of communi- 
cating. I generally kept copies of my letters to him, that 
I might have a full view of our correspondence, and never 
be at a loss to tmderstand any reference in his letters. He 
kept the greater part of mine very carefully ; and a short 

* He was probably proposing to himself the model of this excellent 
person, who for his piety was named the Seraphic Doctor, 
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time before his death was attentive enough to seal them np 
in bundles, and ordered them to be delivered to me, which 
was accordingly done. Amongst them I found one, of 
which I had not made a copy, and which I own I read with 
pleasure at the distance of almost twenty years. It is 
dated November, 1765, at the palace of Pascal Paoli, in 
Corte, the capital of Corsica, and is full of generous en- 
thusiasm. After giving a sketch of what I had seen and 
heard in that islajad, it proceeded thus: "I dare to call 
this a spirited tour. I dare to challenge your approbation." 
This letter produced the following answer, which I found 
on my arrival at Paris. 



A M. M. BOSWELL. 
Chez M, Waiersy Banqtder, a Paris, 

<< Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, Jan. 14, 1766. 

** Apologies are seldom of any use. We will delay till yoiir 
arrival the reasons, good or bad, which have made me such a 
sparing and tmgratefiil correspondent. Be assured, for the 
present, that nothing has lessened either the esteem or love with 
which I dismissed you at Harwich. Both hare been increased 
by all that I have been told of you by yourself or others ; and 
when you return, you will return to an unaltered, and, I hope, 
unalterable friend. 

''All that you have to fear from me is the vexation of disap- 
pointing me. No man loves to frustrate expectations which have 
been formed in his fiivour ; and the pleasure which I promise 
myself from your journals and remarks is so great, that perhaps 
no degree of attention or discernment will be sufficient to idSbrd it. 

*' Come home, however, and take your chance. I long to see 
you, and to hear you; and hope that we shall not be so long 
separated again. Come home, and expect such welcome as is 
due to him, whom a wise and noble curiosity has led, where 
perhaps no native of this country ever was before. 

** I have no news to tell you that can deserve your notice ; nor 
would I willingly lessen the pleasure that any novelty may give 
you at your return. I am afraid we shall find it difficult to keep 
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among ub a mind which has been so long feasted with variety. 
But let us try what esteem and kindness can effect. 

*^ As your father's liberality has indulged you with so long a 
ramble, I doubt not but you will think his sickness, or even his 
desire to see you, a sufficient reason for hastening your return. 
The longer we liye, and the more we think, the higher yalue we 
learn to put on the friendship and tenderness of parents and of 
friends. Parents we can have but once ; and he promises him- 
self too much, who enters life with the expectation of finding 
many friends. Upon some motive, I hope, that you will be here 
soon ; and am willing to think that it will be an inducement to 
your return, that it is sincerely desired by, dear Sir, your affec- 
tionate humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

I returned to London in February, and found Dr. Johnson 
in a good house in Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, in wbicli 
he had accommodated Miss Williams with an apartment on 
the ground floor, while Mr. Levett occupied his post in the 
garret : his faithful Francis was still attending upon him. 
He received me with much kindness. The fragments of 
our first conversation, which I have preserved, are these : I 
told him that Yoltaire, in a conversation with me, had dis- 
tinguished Pope and Dryden thus : — " Pope drives a hand- 
some chariot, with a couple of neat, trim nags ; Dryden a 
coach, and six stately horses."^ Johnson. "Why, Sir, 
the truth is, they both drive coaches and six ; but Dryden's 
horses are either galloping or stumbling; Pope's go at a 

' It is remarkable that Mr. Gray has employed somewhat the same 
image to characterise Dryden. He, indeed, furnishes his car with but 
two horses 5 but they are of " ethereal race : " — 

<' Behold where Dryden's less presumptuous car 

Wide o'er the fields of glory bear 

Two coursers of ethereal race, 

With necks in thunder clothed, and long resounding pace.'' 

Ode an the Progrese of Poesy, 

Johnson, in the Life of Pope, has made a comparison between him 
and Dryden, in the spirit of this correction of Voltaire's metaphor. It 
is one of the most beautiful critical passages in our langpiage, and was 

Srobably suggested to Johnson's mind by this conversation, although he 
id not make use of the same illustration. — Croker, 
Johnson condemns the image in his Life of Gray. <*The car of 
Dryden," he says, <* with his two coursers, has nothing in it peculiar; 
it is a car in which any other rider may be placed." — P, Cwiningham* 
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steady even trot." He Baid of Goldsmitli'B "Traveller," 
which had been published in mj absence, ** There has not 
been so fine a poem since Pope's time." 

And here it is proper to settle, with authentic precision, 
what has long floated in public report, as to Johnson's 
being himself the author of a considerable part of that 
poem. Much, no doubt, both of the sentiments and ex- 
pression, were derived from conversation with him ; ^ and it 
was ceri^iinly submitted to his friendly revision : but in the 
year 1783, he, at my request, marked with a pencil the 
lines which he had furnished, which are only line 420th : — 

** To Btop too fearful, and too faint to go ; '* 

and the concluding ten lines, except the last couplet but 
one, which 1 distinguish by the Italic character : 

'* How small of all that human hearts endure, 

That part which laws or kings can cause or cure ! 

Still to ourselves in every place consign'd, 

Our own felicity we make or find : 

With secret course, which no loud storms annoy, 

Glides the smooth current of domestic joy. 

77ie lifted axe, the agonizing wheel, 

Luhe's iron crown, and Damien*8 bed of steel, 

To men remote from power but rarely known, 

Leave reason, feith, and conscience all our own." 

He added, " These are all of which I can be sure." They 
bear a small proportion to the whole, which consists of 
four hundred and thirty-eight verses. Gholdsmith, in the 
couplet which he inserted, mentions Luke as a person well 
known, and superficial readers have passed it over quite 
smoothly; while those of more attention have been as 
much perplexed by Luke as by LydicU, in " The Vanity of 
Human Wishes." The truth is, that Gholdsmith himself 
was in a mistake. In the ** Bespublica Hungarica," there 
is an account of a desperate rebellion in the year 1514, 
headed by two brothers of the name of Zeck, Gteorge and 

* This rests 6n no authority whatever, and may well be doubted. 
The Traveller is a poem which, in a peculiar degree, seems written from 
the personal observation and feelmgs of its author. — Croker, 
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Lttke. When it was quelled, Gfeorge, not Luke, was pan- 
ished, by his head being encircled with a red-hot iron crown ; 
" eorond eandescente f erred eoronatti/r,*' ^ The same severity 
of torture was exercised on the Earl of Athol, one of the 
murderers of King James I. of Scotland. 

Dr. Johnson at the same time fayoured me by marking 
the lines which he furnished to Goldsmith's ''Deserted 
Village," which are only the last four : — 

'* That trade*ti proud empire hastes to swift decay, 
As ocean sweeps the labour*d mole away : 
While self-dependent power can time defy, 
As rocks resist the billows and the sky.** 

Talking of education, "People have now-a-days," said 
he, "got a strange opinion that eyerything should be 
taught by lectures. Now, I cannot see that lectures can 
do so much good as reading tihe books from which the lec- 
tures are taken. I know nothmg that can be best taught by 
lectures, except where experiments are to be shown. You 
may teach chymistry by lectures : — ^you might teach making 
of shoes by lectures ! " 

At night I supped with him at the Mitre tavern, that we 
might renew our social intimacy at the original place of 
meeting. But there was now a considerable difference in 
his way of living. Having had an illness,^ in which he was 
advised to leave off wine, he had, from that period, con- 
tinued to abstain from it, and drank only water, or 
lemonade. 

I told him that a foreign friend of his, whom I had met 
with abroad, was so wretchedly perverted to infidelity, that 
he treated the hopes of immortality with brutal levity ; and 
said, "As man dies like a dog, let him lie like a dog." 
JoHKSON. " ijf he dies like a dog, let him lie like a dog.*' 

' Mr. Boswell is in error. The names of the brother rebels were 
George and Luke Dosa, and they (or at least George) were punished, as 
stated in the poem. Felicien Zech (properly Zach), was a different 
person.— <7<>Af> Murray. 

The alteration therefore which a late Editor of Goldsmith, Mr. Bolton 
Comey, has made, of Lukt into " ZechJ^ is donblj improper. — ^P. CW 
mngham. 

^ Probably the severe fit of hypochondria mentioned anU [p. 6].— 
Crcker. 
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I added, that this man said to me, " I hate mankind, for I 
think myself one of the best of them, and I know how bad 
I am." Johnson. " Sir, he must be very singular in his 
opinion, if he thinks himself one of the best of men ; for 
none of his friends think him so." — ^He said, " No honest 
man could be a Deist ; for no man could be so after a fair 
examination of the proofs of Christianity." I named 
Hume. Johnson. " No, Sir ; Hume owned to a clergy- 
man in the bishopric of Durham, that he had never read 
the New Testament with attention." — ^I mentioned Hume's 
notion, that all who are happy are equally happy ; a little 
miss with a new gown at a dancing-school ball, a general 
at the head of a victorious army, and an orator after having 
made an eloquent speech in a great assembly. Johnson. 
" Sir, that all who are happy, are equally happy, is not true. 
A peasant and a philosopher may be equally saiiefied, but 
not equally happy. Happiness consists in the multiplicity 
of agreeable consciousness. A peasant has not capacity for 
having equal happiness with a philosopher." I remember 
this very question very happily illustrated, in opposition to 
Hume, by the Eev. Mr. Eobert Brown, at Utrecht. "A 
small drinking-glass and a large one," said he, ''may 
be equally full; but the large one holds more than the 
smaU." ^ 

Dr. Johnson was very kind this evening, and said to me, 
" You have now lived five-and-twenty years, and you have 
employed them well." "Alas, Sir," said I, "I fear not. 
Do I know history ? Do I know mathematics ? Do I know 
law ? " Johnson. " Why, Sir, though you may know no 
science so well as to be able to teach it, and no profession 
so well as to be able to follow it, your general mass of 
knowledge of books and men renders you very capable to 
make yourself master of any science, or fit yourself for any 
profession." I mentioned, that a gay friend had advised 

> Bishop Hall, in discussing this subject, has the same image : " Tet 
so oonceiTe of these heavenly degrees, that the least is glorious. 80 do 
these vessels differ, thai all a/re full,*' — Epistles, Dec iii. cap. 6. It is 
found also in <' A Work worth the Beading,^ by Charles uibbon, 4to. 
1591 : <' The joyes of heaven are fitlie compared to vessels filled with 
licour, of all quaaitities ; for everie man s^ll have his full measure 
there. " — Malone. 
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me against being a lawyer, because I should be excelled b j 
plodding blockheads. Johnsow. " Why, Sir,- in the for- 
mulary and statutory part of law, a plodding blockhead 
may excel ; but in the ingenious and rational part of it, a 
plodding blockhead can never excel." 

I talked of the mode adopted by some to rise in the 
world, by courting great men, and asked him whether he 
had ever submitted to it. Johksok. " Why, Sir, I never 
was near enough to great men, to court them. You may be 
prudently attached to great men, and yet independent. 
You are not to do what you think wrong ; and, Sir, you are 
to calculate, and not pay too dear for what you get. You 
must not give a shilling's worth of court for sixpence worth 
of good. But if you can get a shilling's worth of good for 
sicpence worth of court, you are a fool if you do not pay 
court." 

He said, "If convents should be allowed at all, they 
should only be retreats for persons unable to serve the 
public, or who have served it. It is our first duty to serve 
society, and, after we have done that, we may attend wholly 
to the salvation of our own souls. A youthful passion for 
abstracted devotion should not be encouraged." 

I introduced the subject of second sight, and other mys- 
terious manifestations; the fulfilment of which, I sug- 
gested, might happen by chance. Johnsok. " Yes, Sir, 
but they have happened so often that mankind have agreed 
to think them not fortuitous." 

I talked to him a great deal of what I had seen in 
Corsica, and of my intention to publish an account of it. 
He encouraged me by saying, " You cannot go to the bottom 
of the subject ; but all that you tell us will be new to us. 
Give us as many anecdotes as you can." 

Our next meeting at the Mitre was on Satu^ay the 15th 
of February, when I presented to him my old and most in- 
timate friend, the Eev. Mr. Temple, then of Cambridge. I 
having mentioned that I had passed some time with Bous- 
seau in his wild retreat, and having quoted some remark 
made by Mr. Wilkes, with whom I had spent many plea- 
sant hours in Italy, Johnson said, sarcastically, " It seems. 
Sir, you have kept very good company abroad, — ^Bousseau 
and Wilkes ! " Thinking it enough to defend one at a time. 
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I said nothing as to my gaj &iend« but answered with a 
smile, '* Mjdear Sir, you don't callBousseau bad company. 
Do you really think him a bad man? " Johnson. " Sir, 
if you are talking jestingly of this, I don't talk with you. 
If you mean to be serious, I think him one of the worst of 
men ; a rascal, who ought to be hunted out of society, as he 
has been. Three or four nations have expelled him : and 
it is a shame that he is protected in this countiy." Bos- 
WBLi.. "I don't deny. Sir, but that his novel ^ may, 
iperhaps, do harm ; but I cannot think his intention was 
bad." Johnson. "Sir, that will not do. We cannot 
prove any man's intention to be bad. You may shoot 
a man through the head, and say you intended to miss him ; 
but the judge will order you to be hanged. An alleged 
want of intention, when eyU is committed, will not be 
allowed in a court of justice. Eousseau, Sir, is a very bad 
man. I would sooner sign a sentence for his transporta- 
tion, than that of any felon who has gone from the Old 
Bailey these many years. Yes, I should like to have him 
work in the plantations." Boswsll. ** Sir, do you think 
him as bad a man as Voltaire ? " Johnson. '* Why, Sir, 
it is difficult to settle the proportion of iniquity between 
them." 

This violence seemed very strange to me, who had read 
many of Bousseau's animated writings with great pleasure, 
and even edification; had been much pleased with his 
society, and was just come from the continent, where he 
was generally admired. Nor can I yet allow that he 
deserves the very severe censure which Johnson pronounced 
upon him. His absurd preference of savage to civilized 
life, and other singularities, are proofs rather of a defect in 
his understanding, than of any depravity in his heart. 
And notwithstanding the unfavourable opinion which many 
worthy men Kave expressed of his " Profession de Foi du 
Vicaire Savoyard," I cannot help admiring it as the per- 
formance of a man full of sincere reverential submission to 
the Divine Mystery, though beset with perplexing doubts : 
a state of mind to be viewed with pity rather than with 
anger. 

^ Julie, on la NouTelle H^oise was published in six rols., ItSmo. at 
Amsterdam in 1760.— jE^t^or. 
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On his fayoiirite subject of subardiuation, Johnson said, 
" So for is it from being true that men are naturally equal, 
that no two people can be haK an hour together, but 
one shall acquire an evident superiority over the other." 

I mentioned the advice given us by philosophers to con» 
sole ourselves, when distressed or embarrassed, by thinking 
of those who are in a worse situation than ourselves. This, 
I observed, could not apply to all, for there must be some 
who have nobody worse than they are. Johksok. " Why, 
to be sure. Sir, there are ; but they don't know it. There 
is no being so poor and so contemptible, who does not 
think there is somebody still poorer, and still more con» 
temptible." 

Aa my stay in London at this time was very short, I had 
not many opportunities of being with Dr. Johnson ; but I 
felt my veneration for him in no degree lessened, by my 
having seen muUorttm hominwm, mores et wrbes} On the 
contrary, by having it in my power to compare him with 
many of the most celebrated persons of other countries, my 
admiration of his extraordinary mind was increased and 
confirmed. 

The roughness, indeed, which sometimes appeared in his 
manners, was more striking to me now» from my having 
been accustomed to the studied smooth complying habits of 
the continent ; and I clearly reo<^nised in him, not without 
respect for his honest conscientious zeal, the same indig- 
nant and sarcastical mode of treating every attempt to un- 
hinge or weaken good principles. 

Odae evening, when a yonng gentleman teased him with an 
account of the infidelity of his servant, who, he said, would 
not believe the scriptures, because he could not read them 
in the original tongues, and be sure that they were not in- 
vented. " Why, foolish fellow," said Johnson, " has he any 
better authority for almost every thing that he believes ? " 
BoswELii. " Then the vulgar. Sir, never can know they are 
right, but must submit themselves to the learned." John- 
son. " To be sure. Sir. The vulgar are the children of the 
State, and must be taught like children." Boswell. 
" Then, Sir, a poor Turk must be a Mahometan, just as a 
poor Englishman must be a Christian?" Johnson* 
* Horace (de Art. Poet. 142), of Ulysses.— Cro/c^*. 
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** Wliy, yes. Sir ; and what then ? This, now, is such stnfE 
as I used to talkto my mother, when I began to think 
myself a cleyer fellow ; and she ought to have whipt me 
for it." 

Another eyening Dr. (Goldsmith and I called on him, 
with the hope of prevailing on him to sup with us at the 
Mitre. We found him indisposed, and resolved not to go 
abroad. " Come, then," said Ooldsmith, "we will not go 
to the Mitre to-night, since we cannot hare the big man ^ 
with us." Johnson then called for a bottle of port, of 
which Ooldsmith and I partook, while our friend, now 
a water-drinker, sat by us. Goldsmith. "I think, Mr. 
Johnson, you don't go near the theatres now. You give 
yourself no more concern about a new play, than if you had 
never had anything to do with the stage." Johkson. 
'* Why, Sir, our tastes greatly alter. The lad does not care 
for the child's rattle, and the old man does not care for the 
young man's whore." Goldsmith. •* Nay, Sir ; but your 
Muse was not a whore." Johnsoit. " Sir, I do not think 
«he was. But as we advance in the journey of life we 
drop some of the things which have pleased us ; whether it 
be that we are fatigued, and don't choose to carry so many 
things any farther, or that we find other things which we 
like better." Boswell, " But, Sir, why don't you give us 
something in some other way ? " Goldsmith. " Ay, Sir, 
we have a claim upon you." Johnbow. " No, Sir, I am 
not obliged to do any more. No man is obliged to do as 
much as he can do. A man is to have part of his life 
to himself. If a soldier has fought a good many cam- 
paigns, he is not to be blamed if he retires to ease and 
tranquillity. A physician, who has practised long in a 
great city, may be excused if he retires to a small town, and 
takes less practice. Now, Sir, the good I can do by my 
conversation bears the same proportion to the good I can 
do by my writings, that the practice of a physician, retired 
to a small town, does to his practice in a great city." 
BoswBLL. " But I wonder. Sir, you have not more plea- 

^ These two little words may be observed as marks of Mr. BoswelFs 
accuracy in reporting the expressions of his personages. It is a jocular 
Irish phrase, which, of all Johnson's acquaintances, no one, probably, 
but Goldsmith, would hare used. — Croker. 
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sure in writiiig than in not writing." Johnson. " Sir, jou 
may wonder." 

He talked of making verses, and observed, '' The great 
difGlcultj is, to know when you hare made good ones. 
When composing I have generally had them in my mind, 
perhaps fifty at a time, walking up and down in my room ; 
and then I have written them down, and often, from lazi- 
ness, have written only half lines. I have written a hun- 
dred lines in a day. I remember I wrote a hundred lines 
of *The Vanity of Human Wishes' in a day. Doctor," 
turning to Goldsmith, " I am not quite idle ; I made one 
line t'other day; but I made no more." Qoldsmith. 
"Let us hear it: we'll put a bad one to it." Johnson. 
•*No, Sir; I have forgot it." 

Such specimens of the easy and playful conversation of 
the great Dr. Samuel Johnson are, I thmk, to be prized ; as 
exhibiting the little varieties of a mind so enlarged and so 
powerful when objects of consequence required its exer- 
tions, and as giving us a minute knowledge of his character 
and modes of thinking. 



TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ.^ 
At Langtan, near Spilshy, LincolMhire. 

** Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, March 9, 1766. 

" Dbab Sib, 

'^ What your friends have done, that from your departure till 
now nothing has been heard of you, none of us are able to inform 
the rest ; but as we are all neglected alike, no one thinks himself 
entitled to the privilege of complaint. 

*' I should have known nothing of you or of Langton, from the 
time that dear Miss Langton left us, had not I met Mr. Simpson, 
of Lincoln, one day in the street, by whom I was informed that 
Mr. Langton, your mamma, and yourself, had been aU ill, but that 
you were all recovered. 

' These two letters, and the long note regarding Mr. Peregrine 
lAngton, were introduced in the third edition, rol. ii., pp. 14-18. — 
Editor. 
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'* That sickness should suspend your correspondence, I did not 
wonder ; but hoped that it would be renewed at your recovery. 

" Since you will not inform us where you are, or how you live, 
I know not whether you desire to know anything of us. How- 
ever, I will tell you that thb Club subsists ; but we have the loss 
of Burke's company since he has been engaged in public busi- 
ness,^ in which he has gained more reputation than perhaps any 
man at his [first] appearance ever gained before. He made two 
speeches in the House for repealing the Stamp Act, which 
were publicly commended by Mr. Pitt, and have filled the town 
with wonder. 

'* Burke is a great man by nature, and is expected soon to at- 
tain civil greatness. I am grown greater too, for I have main- 
tained the newspapers these many weeks ; ^ and what is greater 
still, I have risen every morning since New-year's day at about 
eight : when I was up, I have, indeed, done but little ; yet it is 
no slight advancement to obtain, for so many hours more, the 
consciousness of being. 

** I wish you were in my new study : I am now writing the first 
letter in it. I think it looks very pretty about me.* 

" Dyer* is constant at the Club ; Hawkins is remiss ; I am 
not over diligent ; Dr. Nugent, Dr. Goldsmith, and Mr. Reynolds 
are very constant. Mr. Lye * is printing his ' Saxon and Gothic 
Dictionary : * all the Club subscribers. 

^ In the autumn of 1765, Burke carae into Parliament as member for 
Wendover, Backs, a borough of Lord Verney's : and early in the session 
which opened Jan. J 4, 1766, he made those two speeches for repealing 
the Stamp Act, of which Johnson writes to Langton. — Editor, 

^ Probably with criticisms on his Shakespeare. — Croker, 

* He entered this study 7th March, 1766, with a prayer " On entering 
Novum Museum." Pr. and Med., p. 68. — Oroker, 

* Samuel Dyer, Esq^, a most learned and ingenious member of the 
** Literary Club," for whose understanding and attainments Dr. Johnson 
had great respect. He died Sept. 14, 1772. A more particular account 
of this gentleman may be found in a Note on the Life of Dryden, p. 186, 
prefixed to the edition of that great writer's Prose works, in four volumes, 
8vo., 1800: in which his character is vindicated, and the very unfavour 
able representation of it, given by Sir John Hawkins in his I^fe of John- 
son, pp. 222, 232, is minutely examined. — Malone. 

^ Edward Lye was bom in 1704. He published the Etymologicum 
Anglicanum of Junius. His great work is that referred to above, which 
he was printing ; but he did not live to see the publication. He died in 
1767, and the Dictionary was published, in 1772, by the jRev. Owen 
Manning, author of the History and Antiquities of Surrey. — Oroker, 
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"You will pay my respects to all my Lmcolnshire friends. I 
am, dear Sir, most affectionately yours, *' Sam. Johnsok.'* 



TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ. 
At Langton, near Spilsbyy Lincolnshire, 

" Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, May 10, 1766. 

"DeabSib, 

^ In supposing that I should be more than commonly affected 
by the death of Peregrine Langton,^ yon were not mistaken ; he 
was one of those whom I loved at once by instinct and by reason. 
I have seldom indulged more hope of any thing than of being 
able to improve our acquaintance to friendship. Many a time 
have I placed myself again at Langton, and imagined the pleasure 
with which I should walk to Partney ' in a summer morning ; but 
this is no longer possible. We must now endeavour to preserve 
what is left us, — ^his example of piety and economy. I hope you 
make what inquiries you can, and write down what is told 
you. The little things which distinguish domestic characters 
are soon forgotten : if you delay to inquire, you will have no 
information ; if you neglect to write, information will be vain.^ 

^ Mr. Langton's unole. ' 

^ The place of residence of Mr. Peregrine Langton. 

' Mr. LaDgton did not disregard the counsel given by Dr. Johnson, 
but wrote an account which he has been pleased to communicate 
tome: — 

'' The circumstances of Mr. Peregrine Lang^n were these. He had 
an annuity for life of two hundred pounds per annunu He resided in a 
village in Linoolnshire : the rent of his house, with two or three small 
fields, was twenty-eight pounds : the countv he lived in was not more 
than moderately cheap ; his family consisted of a sister, who paid him 
eighteen pounds annually for her board, and a niece. The servants 
were two maids, and two men in livery. His common way of living, at 
his table, was three or four dishes ; the appurtenances to his table were 
neat and handsome ; he frequently entertained company at dinner, and 
Uien his table was well served wiUi as many dishes as were usual at the 
tables of the other gentlemen in the neighbourhood. His own appear- 
ance, as to clothes, was genteely neat and plain. He had dways a post- 
chaise, and kept three horses. 

" Such, with the resources I have mentioned, was his way of living, 
which he did not suffer to employ his whole income : for he had always 
a sum of money lying by him for any extraordinary expenses that might 

II. D 
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'' His art of life certainly deserves to be known and studied. 
He lived in plenty and elegance upon an income which, to many, 
would appear indigent, and to most, scanty. How he lived, there- 
fore, every man has an interest in knowing. His death, I hope, 
was peaceful ; it was surely happy. 

arise. Some money he put into the stocks ; at his death, the sum he 
had there amounted to one hundred and fifty pounds. He purchased 
out of his income his household furniture and linen, of which latter he 
had a very ample store ; and, as I am assured by those that had very 
good means of knowing, not less than the tenth part of his income was 
set apart for charity : at the time of his death, the sum of twenty -five 
pounds was found, with a direction to be employed in such uses. 

" He had laid down a plan of living proportioned to his income, and 
did not practise any extraordinary degree of parsimony, but endeavoured 
that in his family there should be plenty without waste. As an instance 
that this was his endeavour, it may be worth while to mention a method 
he took in regulating a proper allowance of malt liquor to be drunk in 
his family, that there, migfnt not be a deficiency, or any intemperate 
profusion. On a complaint made that his allowance of a hogshead in a 
month was not enough for his own family, he ordered the quantity of a 
hogshead to be put into bottles, had it locked up from the servants, and 
distributed out, every day, eight quarts, which is the quantity each day 
at one hogshead in a month ; and told his servants, that if that did not 
suffice, he would allow them more ; but, by this method, it appeared at 
once that the allowance was much more than sufficient for his small 
family ; and this proved a clear conviction, that could not be answered, 
and saved all future dispute. He was, in general, very diligently and 
punctually attended and obeyed by his servants ; he was very considerate 
as to the injunctions he gave, and explained them distinctly ; and, at 
their first coming to his service, steadily exacted a close oomplianoe with 
them, without any remission ; and the servants, finding this to be the 
case, soon grew habitually accustomed to the practice of their business, 
and then very little further attention was necessary. On extraordinary 
instances of good behaviour, or diligent service, he was not wanting in 
particular encouraeements and presents above their wages : it is remark- 
able that he would permit their relations to visit them, and stay at his 
house two or three aays at a time. 

" The wonder, with most that hear an account of his economy, will 
be, how he was able, with such an income, to do so much, especially 
when it is considered that he paid for every thing he had. He had no 
land, except the two or three small fields which I have said he rented ; 
and, insteiM of gaining any thing by their produce, I have reason to 
think he lost by them ; however, they furnished him with no further 
assistance towards his housekeeping, than grass for his horses (not hay, 
for that I know he bought), and for two cows. Every Monday morning 
he settled his family accounts, and so kept up a constant attentk)n to 
the confining his expenses within.his income; and to do it more exactly, 
compared those expenses with a computation he had made, how much 
that income would afford him every week and day of the year. One of 
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** I wish I had written sooner, lest, writing now, I should renew 
your grief; but I would not forbear saying what I have now said. 

"• This loss is, I hope, the only misfortune of a family to whom 
no misfortune at all should happen, if my wishes could avert it. 
Let me know how you aU go on. Has Mr. Langton got him the 
little horse that I reconunended ? It would do him good to ride 
about his estate in fine weather. 

**^ Be pleased to make my compliments to Mrs. Langton, and 
to dear Miss Langton, and Miss Di, and Miss Juliet, and to 
every body else. 

^ The Club holds very well together. Monday is my night.^ 
I continue to rise tolerably well, and read more than I did. I 

his eoonomical practices was, as soon as any repair was wantine in or 
about his house, to have it immediately performed. When be had 
money to spare, he chose to lay in a provision of lineD or clothes, or any 
other necessaries ; as then, he said, he could afibrd it, which he might 
not be so well able to do when the actual want came ; in conseouence of 
which method, he had a considerable supply of necessary articles lying 
by him, beside what was in use. 

*' But the main particular that seems to hare enabled him to do so 
much with his income, was, that he paid for every thing as soon as he 
had it, except, alone, what were current accounts, sm^h as rent for his 
house, and servants' wages ; and these he paid at the stated times with 
the utmost exactness. He gave notice to the tradesmen of the neigh- 
bouring market towns, that they should no longer have his custom, if 
they let any of his servants have any thing without their paying for it. 
Thus he put it out of his power to commit those imprudences to which 
those are liable that defer their payments by using tiieir monev some 
other way than where it ought to go. And whatever money he had by 
him, he knew that it was not demanded elsewhere, but that he might 
safely employ it as he pleased. 

** His example was confined, by the sequestered place of his abode, to 
the observation of few, though his prudence and virtue would have made 
it valuable to all who could have known it. These few particulars, 
which I knew myself, or have obtained £rom those who lived with him, 
may aflbrd instruction, and be an incentive to that wise art of living, 
which he so successfully practised." 

With all omr respect for Mr. Bennet Langton's acknowledged character 
for accuracy and veracity, there seems something in the foregoing rela- 
tbn, abeolntely incomprehensible — a house, a good table, frequent 
company, four servants (two of them men in livery), a carriage and three 
horses on two hundred pounds a year I Economy and ready-money 
payments will do much to diminish current expenses, but what effect 
can they have had on rent, taxes, wages, and other pennaneat charges 
•of a respectable domestic establishment ? — Croker, 

^ Of his being^ in the chair of the Literary Club, which at this time 
met once a week in the evening. 
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hope sometbing will yet come of it. I am, Sir, your most 
affectionate servant, ^^ Sam. Johnson.'* - 

After I Had been some time in Scotland, I mentioned tO' 
him in a letter that ''On mj first return to mj native 
country, after some years of absence, I was told of a vast 
number of my acquaintance who were all gone to the land 
of f orgetfulness, and I found myself like a man stalking: 
over a field of battle, who every moment perceives some 
one lying dead." I complained of irresolution, and men- 
tioned my having made a vow as a security for good con-^ 
duct. I wrote to him again without being able to move 
his indolence : nor did I hear from him till he had received 
a copy of my inaugural Exercise, or Thesis in Civil Law, 
which I published at my admission as an Advocate, as m 
the custom in Scotland. He then wrote to me as follows : — 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

<< London, August 10, 1766i. 

''DbabSib, 

" The reception of yotir Thesis put me in mind of my debt to- 
you. Why did you . . .* I will punish you for it, by telling you 
that your Latin wants correction.^ Li the beginning, Spet 
alteriB, not to urge that it should be primtBf is not grammatical ; 
altera should be alteri. In the next line you seem to use genu^ 
absolutely, for what we c&Ufaniili/, that is, for illustrious extrac' 
tiofiy I doubt without authority. Homines nuUius originisy for 
nullis orti majoribusy or nulh loco naii, is, as I am afraid,, 
barbarous. — Ruddiman is dead. 

^ The passage omitted alluded to a prirate transaction. 

^ This censure of my Latin relates to the dedication, which was as- 
follows: — ^'Yiro nobilissimo, omatissimo, Joanni, Vicecomiti Mount- 
stuart, atayis edito regibus, excelsae fiimillse de Bute spei altera ; labente- 
seculo, quum homines nulliusoriffinis ffenussequwreopihustLggredivaatuTy 
sanguinis antiqui et illustris semper memori, natalium splendorem virtu- 
tibus augenti : ad pnblica popnli comitia jam legato ; in optimatium yero 
Magnse Britannise senatu,jureh8ereditario,olim consessuro : vim insitam 
vari^ doctrine promovente, nee tamen se venditante, prsedito : prisca 
fide, animo liberrimo, et moriun elegantii insigni : in Italise visitands^^ 
itinere socio suo honoratissimo : hasce jurisprudentise primitias, devinc^ 
tissimsa amicitisB et observantiae, monumentum, D. D. C. Q. Jacobus. 
BoswelV 
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• ^I have now vexed jou enougb, and will try to please yon. 
Tour resolution to obey your father I sincerely approve ; but do 
not accustom yourself to enchain your volatility by vows ; they 
will sometime leave a thorn in your mind, which you will, p^- 
haps, never be able to extract or eject. Take this warning ; it 
is of great importance. 

" The study of the law is what you very justly term it, copious 
and generous ; ^ and in adding your name to its professors, you 
have done exactly what I always wished, when I wished you 
best. I hope that you will continue to pursue it vigorously and 
constantly. You gain, at least, what is no small advantage, 
security from those troublesome and wearisome discontents, which 
are always obtruding themselves upon minds vacant, unemployed, 
and undetermined. 

'^ You ought to think it no small inducement to diligence and 
perseverance, that they will please your father. We all live 
upon the hope of pleasing somebody, and the pleasure of pleasing 
ought to be greatest, and at last always will be greatest, when 
our endeavours are exerted in consequence of our duty. 

*' Life is not long, and too much of it must not pass in idle 
deliberation how it shall be spent : deliberation which those who 
begin it by prudence, and continue it with subtilty, must, after 
long expense of thought, conclude by chance. To prefer one 
future mode of life to another, upon just reasons, requires &- 
culties which it has not pleased our Creator to give us. 

*' If, therefore, the profession you have chosen has some unex- 
pected inconveniences, console yourself by reflecting that no 
profession is without them; and that all the importunities and 
perplexities of business are softness and luxury, compared with 
the incessant cravings of vacancy, and the unsatisfactory ex- 
pedients of idleness. — 

* Hsec sunt quae nostri potui te roce monere ; 
Vade, age.'* 

*' As to your * History of Corsica," you have no materials which 

^ This alludes to the first sentence of the Frooemium of my Thesis. 
** Jurisprudentiie studio nullum uberius, nullum generuslns : in legibus 
enim a^itandis, popnlonim mores, variasque fortunae vices ex quibus 
leges onuntnr, contemplari simnl solemus." 

* ^* Haec aunt, qu» nostra liceat te voce moneri. 
Vade age.'*— ^n. ill. 461-2.— Editor, 
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others have not, or may not have. Ton have, somehow or other^ 
warmed jour imagination. I wish there were some cure, like 
the lover^s leap, for all heads of which some single idea has ob» 
tained an unreasonable and irregular possession. Mind joui 
own affairs, and leave the Corsicans to theirs. — I am, dear Sir 
your most humble servant, " Sam. Johnson.** 



TO DR SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

« Auchinlech, Not. 6, 1766. 

" Much esteemed and dbab Sib, 

" I plead not guilty to . . . . . * 

^ Having thus, I hope, cleared myself of the charge brought 
against me, I presume you will not be displeased if I escape the- 
punishment which you have decreed for me unheard. If yoit 
have discharged the arrows of criticism agfunst an innocent man^ 
you must rejoice to find they have missed him, or have not been 
pointed so as to wound him, 

"To talk no longer in allegory, I am, with all deference,, 
going to offer a few observations in defence of my Latin, which 
you have found fault with. 

" Tou think I should have used spei prima instead of spei 
aUercB, Spes is, indeed, often used to express something on 
which we have a future dependence, as in Virg. Eclog. i. 14. — 

< modo namque gemellos 

8pem gregis, ah ! silice in nudU connixa reliquit : 

and in Georg. iii. 473. — 

* Spemqtie gregemque simul,' 

for the lambs and the sheep. Tet it is also used to express any 
thing on which we have a present dependence, and is well applied 
to a man of distinguished influence,-— our support, our refuge,, 
our prtBsidiumj as Horace calls Maecenas. So, iBneid xii. 57y 
Queen Amata addresses her son-in-law, Turnus ; — 'Spes to nunc 
una : * and he was then no future hope, for she adds, — 

^ The passage omitted explained the transactioD to which the pre> 
ceding letter had alladed« 
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* decus imperiumque Latini 

Te penes ; ' 

which might have been said of my Lord Bute some years ago. 
Now I consider the present Earl of Bute to be * Excelsa familict 
de Bute spes prima ; * and my Lord Mountstuart, as his eldest 
son, to be ' spes altera^ So in ^neid xii. 1. 168, afler haying 
mentioned Pater ^neas, who was the present spes, the reigning 
spes, as my German friends would say, the spes prima, the poet 
adds, — 

' £t joxta Ascanius, magnie spes altera Rome.' ^ 

'* Tou think altera ungrammatical, and tell me it should have 
been alteri. Tou must recollect, that in old times alter was 
declined regularly ; and when the ancient fragments preserved in 
the Juris Civilis Fontes were written, it was certainly declined 
in the way that I use it. This, I should think, may protect a 
lawyer who writes altera in a dissertation upon part of his own 
science. But as I could hardly venture to quote fragments of 
old law to so classical a man as Mr. Johnson, I have not made 
an accurate search into these remains, to find examples of what 
I am able to produce in poetical composition. We find in Plant 
Rudens, act iiL scene 4. — 

< Nam hnic altera patria quae sit profecto nescio.' 

Plautus is, to be sure, an old comic writer ; but in the days of 
Scipio and Lelius, we find Terent. Heautontim. act ii. scene 3. — 

< hoc ipsa in itinere alierm 

Dam narrat, forte audiyi.' 

*' Ton doubt my having authority for using genus absolutely, 
for what we call/amt7y, that is, for illustrious extraction. Now 
I take genus in Latin to have much the same signification with 
hirth in English; both in their primary meaning expressing 

^ It is very strange that Johnson, who in his letter quotes the ^neid, 
shonld not have recollected this obyioas and decisive authority for spes 
altera, nor yet the remarkable use of these words, attributed to Cicero, 
by Servius and Donatus : the expressions of the latter are conclusive in 
Mr. Boswell's favoor : — " At cum Cicero quosdam versus ( Virffilii) audisset, 
in fine ait : ' Magnse spes altera Bomad/— Quasi ipse lingua Latina spes 
prima /tfisM^, et Marofuturus esset secunda." Donat. vit. Yirg. § 41.^ 
Croker, 
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simplj' descent, but both made to stand Kar* e^o^^v for noble 
descent. Gemts is thus used in Hor. lib. ii. Sat. y. 8. — 

' £t jj/emu et rirtus, nisi cum re, vilior algi est' 

And in lib. i. Epist. vi. 37. — 

' £t genus et formam Begina Pecunia donat.' 

And in the celebrated contest between Ajax and Ulysses, Ovid*g 
Metamorph. lib, xiii. 140 : — 

' Nam genus et proaros, et qua non fecimus ipsi, 
Vix ea nostra toco.* 

" Homines nuUttis originity for nullis orti mqjoribtti, or ntdlo 
loco nati, is, * you are afraid, barbarous.' 

*' Origo is used to signify extraction, as in Virg. -3Jneid i. 286 : — 

' Nascetur pulchr^ Trojanus origme Cesar : ' 

and in ^neid x. 618 : — 

' Ille tamen nostrd deducit origine Domen.' 

and as nullus is used for obscure, is it not in the genius of the 
Latin language to write nullius originis, for obscure extraction ? 

" I have defended myself as well as I could. 

" Might I Tenture to differ jfrom you with regard to the utility 
of vows ? I am sensible that it would be very dangerous to make 
vows rashly, and without a due consideration. But I cannot 
help thinking that they may often be of great advantage to one 
of a variable judgment and irregular inclinations. I always re- 
member a passage in one of your letters to our Italian friend 
Baretti ; where, talking of the monastic lifb, you say you do not 
wonder that serious men should put themselves under the pro- 
tection of a religious order, when they have found how unable 
they are to take care of themselves. For my own part, without 
affecting to be a Socrates, I am sure I have a more than ordinary 
struggle to maintain with (he Evil Principle ; and aU the methods 
I can devise are little enough to keep me tolerably steady in the 
paths of rectitude. 

"I am ever, with the highest veneration, your affectionate 
humble servant, " Jambs Boswbll ** 

It appears from Johnson's diary, that he was this year 
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at Mr. Thrale's,^ from before Midsummer till after Michael- 
mas, and that he afterwards passed a month at Oxford. 
He had then contracted a great intimacy with Mr. Chambers 
of that University, afterwards Sir Bobert Chambers, one of 
the Judges in India. 

He published nothing this year in his own name ; but 
the noble Dedication * to the King, of Gwyn's " London 
and Westminster Improved," ' was written by him ; and 
he furnished the Preface,! aii<i several of the pieces, which 
compose a volume of Miscellanies by Mrs. AnnaftWilliams, 
the blind lady who had an asylum in his house.' Of these, 

^ <' In thA year 1766, Mr. Johnson's health fp^w so bad, that he ooold 
not stir out of his room, in the court he inhabited, for many weeks to> 
^ther — I think months. Mr. Thrale's attentions and my own now 
became so acceptable to him, that he often lamented to us the horrible 
condition of his mind, which he said was nearly distracted ; and though 
he charged us to make him odd solemn promises of secrecy on so strange 
a subject, yet when we waited on him one morning, and heard him, in 
the most pathetic terms, beg the prayers of Dr. Delap [Rector of Lewes], 
who had left him as we came in, I felt excessively affected with grief, 
and well remember that my husband involuntarily lifted up one hand to 
shut his mouth, from provocation at hearing a man so wildly proclaim 
what he could at last persuade no one to believe, and what, if true, would 
have been so very unfit to reveal. Mr. Thrale went away soon after, 
leaving me with him, and bidding me prevail on him to quit his close 
habitation in the court and come with us to Streatham, where I under* 
took the care of his health, and had the honour and happiness of con- 
tributing to its restoration." Fiozzi's Anecdotes, p. 126-7. — Oroker, 

^ In this work Mr. Gwyn proposed the principle^ and in many in- 
stances the details, of the most important improvements which have 
been made in the metropolis in our day. A bridge near Somerset 
House — a great street from the Haymarket to the New Road — the 
im|Nrovement of the interior of St. James's Park — quavs along the 
Thames — new approaches to London Bridge — the removal of Smiuifield 
market, and several other suggestions on which we pride ourselves as 
original designs of our own times, are all to be found in Mr. Gwyn's 
able and curious work. It is singular, that he denounced a row of 
houses then building in Fimlioo, as intolerable nuisances to Buckingham 
Palace, and of these very houses the public voice now calls for the 
destruction. Gwyn had, what Lord Chatham called, <'the prophetic 
eye of taste." — Croker, 

' The following aooouut of this publication was given by Lady Knight 
[see imti, note, under date 1751]. '' As to her poems, she many years 
attempted to publish them, the half-crowns she had got towards the 
publication, she confessed to me, went for necessaries, and that the 
greatest pain she ever felt was from the appearance of defrauding her 
subscribers : ' but what can I do ? the Doctor [Johnson] always puts 
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there are his "Epitaph on Philips;" • "Translation of & 
Latin Epitaph on Sir Thomas Hanmer ; " f " Friendship, an 
Ode ; " * and, " The Ant," * a paraphrase from the Proverbs^ 
of which I have a copy in his own handwriting ; and, fron^ 

internal evidence, I ascribe to him, " To Miss f on her 

giving the Author a gold and silk network Parse of her 
own weaving ; " f ' and " The happy Life." t — ^Most of the 
pieces in this volume have evidently received additions 
from his superior pen, particularly " Verses to Mr. Bichard- 
son, on his * Sir Charles G-randison ; ' " " The Excursion ; '* 
** Beflections on a Ghrave digging in Westminster Abbey.'* 
There is in this collection a poem, " On the death of Stephen 
Qtrej, the Electrician ; " • which, on reading it, appeared to 
me to be undoubtedly Johnson's. I asked M!rs. William? 
whether it was not his. " Sir," said she, with some warmth^ 
" I wrote that poem before I had the honour of Dr. John- 
son's acquaintance." I, however, was so much impressed 
with my first notion, that I mentioned it to Johnson,, 
repeating, at the same time, what Mrs. Williams had said» 
His answer was, " It is trae. Sir, that she wrote it before 
she was acquainted with me; but she has not told you 
that I wrote it all over again, except two lines." ' " The 

me off with " Well, we'll think about it ; '* and Qoldginith says, " Leav& 
it to me.*" However, two of her friends, under her directions, made a 
new subscription at a crown, the whole price of the work, and in a rery 
little time raised sixty pounds* Mrs. Carter was applied to by Mrs. 
Williams's desire, and she, with the utmost activity and kindness^ 
procured a long list of names. At length the work was published^ in 
which is a fine written but gloomy [fairy] tale of Dr. Johnson. The 
money (^150) Mrs. Williams had various uses for, and a part of it waa 
fKmded/*—Malone. 

^ See anti, voL i. note, p. 131 , where it is shown that the " Verses on the 
Purse " are by Hawkesworth. It is strange that Boswell should there 
state his belief that both the Latin epitaph on Hanmer and its transla- 
tion were Johnson's, when it appears on the face of Mrs. Williams's 
volume, that it (I presume the Latin) was '^ written by Dr, Friend^ who 
was celebrated for this species of composition. — Orolcer, 

^ These lines record a memorable fact which I have not seen elsewhere 
noticed. Miss Williams, it seems, in her earlier life, had been an 
assistant to Gray in his electrical experiments, and mention is made of 

" the electric flame z — 

" The flame which first, weak pupil of thy lore, 
<< I saw— condemned, alas ! to see no more." 
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FoTmtains/' t ci beautiful little Fairy tale in prose, written 
with exquisite simplicitj, is one of Johnson's productions ^ 
and I cannot withhold from Mrs. Thrale the praise of being: 
the author of that admirable poem, '' The Three Warnings.'^ 
He wrote this year a letter, not intended for publication^ 
which has, perhaps, as strong marks of his sentiment and 
style, as any of his compositions. The original is in my 
possession. It is addressed to the late Mr. William 
Drummond, bookseller, in Edinburgh, a gentleman of 
good family, but small estate, who took arms for the house 
of Stuart in 1745 ; and during his oonceahnent in London 
tiU the act of general pardon came out, obtained the ^ 
quaintanoe of Dr. Johnson, who justly esteemed him as a 
very worthy man. It seems some of the members of the 
Society in Scotland for propagating Christian Imowledge 
had opposed the scheme of translating the Holy Scripture 
into tike Erse or (Gaelic language, from political considera* 
tions of the disadvantage of keeping up the distinction 
between the Highlanders and the other inhabitants of 
North Britain. Dr. Johnson being informed of this, I 
suppose by Mr. Drummond, wrote with a generous indig- 
nation as follows : — 



TO MR. WILLIAM DRUMMOND. 

" Johnson's Court, Heei Street, Aug. IS, 1766. 
"Sib, 

" I did not expect to hear that it could he, in an assembly 
convened for the propagation of Christian knowledge, a question 
whether any nation uninstructed in religion should receive 
instruction; or whether that instruction should be imparted to 
them by a translation of the holy books into their own language. 
K obedience to the will of God be necessary to happiness, and 
knowledge of his will be necessary to obedience, I know not how 
he that withholds this knowledge, or delays it, can be said to love 

To which is appended a note, saying, " The publisher of this Miscellany, 
as she was assisting Mr. Gray in his experiments, was the first that ob- 
served and notified the emission of the electric spark fh>m the human 
body."— Miac, p. 42,^Oroker. 
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bis neighbour as liimselC He that voluntarily continnes igno- 
Trance is guilty of all the crimes which ignorance produces ; as to 
him that should extinguish the tapers of a light-house, might 
justly be imputed the calamities of shipwfecks. Christianity is 
the highest perfection of humanity ; and as no man is good but 
4is he wishes the good of others, no man can be good in the 
highest degree, who wishes not to others the largest measures ot 
?the greatest good. To omit for a year, or for a day, the most 
efficacious method of advancing Christianity, in compliance with 
Any purposes that terminate on this side of the grave, is a crime 
of which I know not that the world has yet had an example, 
^cept in the practice of the planters of America, — a race of 
mortals whom, 1 suppose, no other man wishes to resemble. 

** The Papists have, indeed, denied to the laity the use of the 
Bible ; but this prohibition, in few places now very rigorously 
enforced, is defended by arguments, which have for their founda- 
tion the care of souls. To obscure, upon motives merely political, 
the light of revelation, is a practice reserved for the reformed ; 
4ind, surely, the blackest midnight of popery is meridian sunshine 
to such a reformation. I am not very willing that any language 
:8hould be totally extinguished. The similitude and derivation 
x)f languages afibrd the most indubitable proof of the traduction 
-of nations, and the genealogy of mankind. They add often 
physical certainty to historical evidence; and often supply the 
only evidence of ancient migrations, and of the revolutions of 
Ages which left no written monuments behind them. 

" Every man's opinions, at least his desires, are a little in- 
duenced by his favourite studies. My zeal for languages may 
•seem, perhaps, rather over-heated, even to those by whom I 
•desire to be well esteemed. To those who have nothing in their 
thoughts but trade or policy, present power, or present money, I 
«hould not think it necessary to defend my opinions ; but with 
imen of letters I would not unwillingly compound, by wishing the 
•continuance of every language, however narrow in its extent, or 
however incommodious for common purposes, till it is reposited in 
«ome version of a known book, that it may be always hereafter 
•examined and compared with other languages, and then permit- 
ting its disuse. For this purpose, the translation of the Bible is 
most to be desired. It is not certain that the same method will 
not preserve the Highland language, for the purposes of learning, 
find abolish it from daily use. When the Highlanders read the 



Digitized by 



Google 



Mr. 57. boswbll's livx of johksok. 4& 

Bible, they will natarally wish to have its obscurities cleared, and 
to know the history, collateral or appendant. Knowledge always- 
desires increase : it is like (ire, which must first be kindled by 
some external agent, but which will afterwards propagate itself. 
When they once desire to learn, they will naturally have recourse* 
to the nearest language by which that desire can be gratified : 
and one will tell another, that if he would attain knowledge, he* 
must leam English. 

** This speculation may, perhaps, be thought more subtle than 
the grossness of real life wiU easily admit. Let it, however, be* 
remembered, that the efficacy of ignorance has long been tried,, 
and has not produced the consequence expected. Let know- 
ledge, therefore, take its turn ; and let the patrons of privation, 
stand awhile aside, and admit the operation of positive principles. 

^ Yon will be pleased, Sir, to assure the worthy man who is- 
employed in a new translation,^ that he has my wishes for his- 
success ; and if here or at Oxford I can be of any use, that I 
shall think it more than honour to promote his undertaking. 

" I am sorry that I delayed so long to write. I am, Sir, your 
moat humble servant, *' Sam. Joukson." 

The opponents of this pious scheme being made ashamed 
of their conduct, the benevolent undertalang was allowed 
to go on. 

The following letters, though not written till the year 
after, being chiefly upon the same subject, are here inserted 



TO MR. WnJJAM DRUMMOND. 

"Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, April 21, 1767. 
" Deab Sir, 

" That my letter should have had such effects as youi 
mention, gives me great pleasure. I hope you do not flatter me 
by imputing to me more good than I have really done. Those- 

^ The Rev. Mr. John Campbell, minister of the parish of Eippen,. 
near Stirling, who has lately favoured me with a long, intelligent, and 
very obliging letter apon this work, makes the following remark : — 
" Dr. Johnson has alluded to the worthy man employed in the translation^ 
of the New Testament. Might not this have afforded you an opportunity 
of paying a proper tribute of respect to the memory of the Kev. Mr* 
James Stuart, lute minister of Killin, distinguished by his eminent piety,. 
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yrhom my arguments hare persuaded to change their opinion, 
«how such modesty and candour as deserve great praise. 

*' I hope the worthy translator goes diligently forward. He 
has a higher reward in prospect than any honours which this 
ivrorld can bestow, I wish I could be useful to him. 

'* The publication of my letter, if it could be of use in a cause 
Ao which 14U other causes are nothing, I should not prohibit. But 
first, I would have ycu to consider whether the publication will 
xeally do any good ; next, whether by printing and distributing 
« very small number, you may not attain all that you propose ; 
and, what perhaps I should have said first, whether the letter, 
which I do not now perfectly remember, be fit to be printed. If 
jou can consult Dr. Robertson, to whom I am a little known, I 
«hall be satisfied about the propriety of whatever he shall direct. 
If he thinks that it should be printed, I entreat him to revise it ; 
ithere may, perhaps, be some negligent lines written, and whatever 
lis amiss, he knows very well how to rectify.^ Be pleased to let 
me know, from time to time, how this excellent design goes 
forward. 

" Make my compliments to young Mr. Drummond, whom I 
hope you will live to see such as you desire him. I have not 
lately seen Mr. Elphinston, but believe him to be prosp^ous. 
I shall be glad to hear the same of you, for I am. Sir, your 
4bfiectionate humble servant, ** Sam. Johnsok.** 



TO THE SAME. 
" Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, Oct. 24, 1767. 

**SlB, 

**I returned this week from the country, after an ab- 
sence of near six months, and found your letter with many 

learning, and taste? The amiable simplicity of his life, his warm bene- 
volence, his indefatigable and snocessful exertions fbr civilising and im- 
proving the parish of which he was minister for upwards of fifty years, 
entitle him to the gratitude of his country, and the veneration of all 
good men. It certainly would be a pity, if such a character should be 
permitted to sink into oblivion." [Note in the Third Edition, voL iu 
p. SO.^EdUor,] 

1 This paragraph shows Johnson^s real estimation of the character 
And abilities of the celebrated Scottish Historian, however lightly, in a 
moment of caprice, he may have spoken of his works. 
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others, which I should have answered sooner, if I had sooner seen 
them. 

" Dr. Kobertson*8 opinion was snrely right. Men should not 
be told of the faults which thej have mended. I am glad the old 
language is taught, and honour the translator, as a man whom 
God has distinguished by the high office of propagating his word. 

*' I must take the libertj of engaging you in an office of charity. 
Mrs. Heely, the wife of Mr. Heely, who had lately some office in 
your theatre, is my near relation, and now in great distress. 
They wrote me word of their situation some time ago, to which 
I returned them an answer which raised hopes of more than it is 
proper for me to give them. Their representation of their affiiirs 
I have discovered to be such as cannot be trusted ; and at this 
distance, though their case requires haste, I know not how to act. 
She, or her daughters, may be heard of at Canongate head. I 
must beg. Sir, that yon will enquire after them, and let me know 
what is to be done. I am willing to go to ten pounds, and will 
transmit you such a sum, if upon examination you find it likely 
to be of use. If they are in immediate want, advance them what 
you think proper. What I could do I would do for the woman, 
having no great reason to pay much regard to Heely himself.^ 

" I believe you may receive some intelligence from Mrs. Baker 
of the theatre, whose letter I received at the same time with 
yours ; and to whom, if you see her, you will make my excuse 
for the seeming neglect of answering her. 

'* Whatever you advance within ten pounds shall be immediately 
returned to you, or paid as you shall order. I trust whoUy to 
your judgment. I am. Sir, &c., '*Sam. Johnson.** 

Mr. Ciithbert Shaw,* alike distinguished by his genius, 
misfortunes, and misconduct, published this year a poem, 
called, " The Eace, bj Mercurius Spur, Esq.," in which he 
wbimsicallj made the living poets of England contend f oi 
pre-eminence of fame by running : 

** Prove by their heels the prowess of the head.*' 

I This is the person oonceming whom Sir John Hawkins (Life of 
JohnsoD, p. 596, et seqq.) has thrown out very unwarrantable reflections 
both against Dr. Johnson and Mr. Francis Barber. 

' See an account of him in the European Magazine, January, 1786. 

Cuthbert Shaw was born in 1738 or 1739, and died, overloaded with 
eompUcated distress, in Tttcbfield Street, Oxford Market, Sept. 1, 
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111 this poem there uras the following portrait of Johnson. 

" Here Jolmson comes, — ^unblest with outward grace, 
His rigid morals stamp*d upon his face ; 
While strong conceptions struggle in his brain ; 
(For even wit is brought to bed with pain :) 
To view him, porters with their loads would rest, 
And babes cling frighted to the nuraes* breast. 
With looks convidsed he roars in pompous strain, 
And, like an angry lion, shakes his mane. 
The Nine, with terror struck, who ne'er had seen 
Aught human with so terrible a mien, 
Debating whether they should stay or run. 
Virtue steps forth, and claims him for her son. 
With gentle speech she warns him now to yield. 
Nor stain his glories in the doubtful field ; 
But, wrapt in conscious worth, content sit down. 
Since Fame, resolved his various pleas to crown. 
Though forced his present claim to disavow, 
Had long reserved a chaplet for his brow. 
He bows, obeys ; for Time shall first expire, 
Ere Johnson stay, when Virtue bids retire." 

The Hon. Thomas Hervey ^ and his lady having unhappily 
disagreed, and being about to separate, Johnson interfered 
as l£eir friend, and wrote him a letter of expostulation, 
which I have not been able to find ; but the substance of it 
is ascertained by a letter to Johnson in answer to it, which 
Mr. Hervey printed. The occasion of this correspondence 
between Dr. Johnson and Mr. Hervey was thus related to 
me by Mr. Beauclerk. " Tom Hervey had a great liking 
for Johnson, and in his will had left him a legacy of fifty 
pounds. One day he said to me, ' Johnson may want this 
money now, more than afterwards. I have a mind to give 
it him directly. Will you be so good as to carry a fifty 
pound Aote from me to him ? ' This I positively refused to 
do, as he might, perhaps, have knocked me down for insult- 

* The Hon. Thomas Hervey, whose " Letter to Sir Thomas Hanmer ^ 
in 1742. was much read at that time. He was the second son of John, 
first Earl of Bristol, and one of the brothers of Johnson's early friend,, 
Henry Hervey. He [was bom in 1698], married, in 1744, Anne, oaughter 
of Francis Coughlan, Esq., and died Jan. 20, 1775. — Malone, 
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ing lum, and have afterwards put the note in his pocket. 
But I said, if Hervey would write him a letter, and enclose 
a fifty pound note, I should take care to deliver it. He 
accordingly did write him a letter, mentioning that he was 
only paying a legacy a little sooner. To his letter he added, 
" P. 8. lam going to part with my wifeP Johnson then wrote 
to him, saying nothing of the note, but remonstrating with 
him against parting with his wife.'' 

When I mentioned to Johnson this story, in as delicate 
terms as I could, he told me that the fifty pound note was 
given ^ to him by Mr. Hervey in consideration of his having 

^ This 18 not inoonsistent with Mr. Beauclerk's accouDt. It may have 
been in consideration of this pamphlet that Heryey left Johnson the fifty 
pounds in his will, and on second thoughts he may have determined to 
send it to him. It were, however, to be wished that the story had stood 
on its original grotmd. The acceptance of an anticipated legacy from a 
friend would have had nothing objectionable in it ; but can so much be 
said for the employment of one's pen for hire, in the di^usting squabbles 
of so mischievous and profligate a madman as Mr. Thomas Hervey ? 
** He was well known," says the gentle biographer of the Peerage (Sir 
Egerton Brydges), '< for his genius and eccentricities.'* The Letter to Sir 
Thomas Hanmer, above mentioned, was the first (1741), it is believed, of 
the many appeals which Mr. Hervey made to the public, relative to his 
private concerns. The subject is astonishing. Lady Hanmer eloped 
from her husband with Mr. Hervey, and made, it seems, a will in 
his favoar, of certain estates, of which Sir Thomas had a life possession. 
Hervey's letter avows the adultery, and assigns very strange reasons for 
the lady's leaving her husband, and then goes on to complain, that Sir 
Thomas was cutting timber on the estate which had belonged to ^' our 
wife^ so he calls her, and of which the reversion was Hervey's, and 
begging that, if Hanmer did sell any more timber, he would give him, 
Hervey, the refusal of it. All this is garnished and set off by extrava- 
gant nights of fine writing, the most cutting sarcasms, the most indecent 
details, and the most serious expressions of the writer's oonvictiou, that 
Ma conduct was natural and delicate, and such as every body muse 
approve ; and that, finally, in Heaven, Lady Hanmer, in the distribution 
of wives {stiam cuique), would be considered as hts. Twenty years did 
not cool his brain. Just at the close of the reign he addressed a letter 
to King George the Second, which still more c&arly explains the state 
of his intellect. He talks, amidst a great deal of scandalous extra- 
vagance, of " the hideous subject of his menial excruciation,^* and com- 
plains that his doctor mistook his case, by calling that a nervous disordei^ 
which was clearly inflammatori/, and, in consequence of thtkt fatal error, 
Hervey "passed eleven years without <my more account of time, or other 
notice of things, than a person asleep, under the influence of some horrid 
dream,''^ and so on. It is this letter which Horace Walpole thus charae- 
teriseii : '* Have you seen Tom Hervey's letter to the king ? full of 

II. S 



Digitized by 



Google 



50 boswell's live of johnson. 1767. 

written for him a pamplilet against Sir Charles Hanbnry 
Williams, who, Mr. Hervey imagined, was the author of an 
attack upon him ; but that it was afterwards discovered to 
be the work of a garreteer,^ who wrote " The Fool ; " the 
pamphlet therefore against Sir Charles was not printed. 

In February, 1767, there happened one of the most re- 
markable incidents of Johnson's life, which gratified his 
monarchical enthusiasm, and which he loved to relate with 
all its circumstances, when requested by his friends. This 
was his being honoured by a private conversation with his 
Majesty, in the library at the Queen's house.* He had fre- 
quently visited those splendid rooms and noble collection 
of books,® which he used to say was more numerous and 
curious than he supposed any person could have made in 

absurdity and madness, but with here and there g^leams of genius 
and happy expressions that are wonderfully fine." — Letter to Conway ^ 
J)ee,y 1766. His quarrel with his second wife in 1767, referred to in the 
text, he, according t-o his custom, blazoned to the public by the following 
adyertisement : " Whereas Mrs. Hervey has been three times from home 
last yeary and at least as many the year before, without my leave or privity, 
and hath encowraged her son to persist in the like rebellious practices, I 
hereby declare, that I neither am nor will be accountable for any future 
debts of hers whatsoever. She is now keeping forcible possession of my 
house, to which I never did invite or thought of inviting her in all my life. 
— Thomas Hervey," He afterwards proceeded further, and commenced 
a suit against his lady for jactitation of marriage, which finally ended in 
his discomfiture. Johnson, as we shall see hereafter (6th April, 1775), 
characterised his friend, Tom Hervey, as he had already done nis brother 
Henry, as very vicious. Alas ! it is but too probable, that both were 
disordered in mind, and that what was called vice was, in truth, disease, 
and required a madhouse rather than a prison. — Croker. 

^ Some curiosity would naturally be felt as to who the garreteer was 
who wrote a pamphlet, which was attributed to Sir C. H. WUliams, the 
most celebrated wit of the day, and to answer which, the wild and sar- 
castic genius of Hervey required the assistance of Dr. Johnson. His 
name was William Horsley, but his acknowledged works are poor pro- 
ductions. — Croker. 

2 Buckingham House in St. James's Park, built in 1703, for Sheffield, 
Duke of Buckingham, bought in 1761 by George IIL for 21,000/., and 
settled on Queen Charlotte in lieu of Somerset House. All their children 
(George IV. excepted) were born in this house. The present Bucking- 
ham Palace occupies the site. — P. Cunningham. 

' Dr. Johnson had the honour of contributing his assistance tow&rds 
the formation of this library; for I have read a long letter from him to 
Mr. Barnard, giving the most masterly instructions on the subject. I 
wished much to have gratified my readers with the perusal of this letter. 
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tlie time which the King had employed. Mr. Barnard, the 
librarian, took care that he should have eyerjr accommoda- 
tion that could contribute to his ease and convenience, while 
indulging his literary taste in that place ; so that he had 
here a very agreeable resource at leisure hours. 

His Majesty having been informed of his occasional 
visits, was pleased to signify a desire that he should be 
told when Dr. Johnson came next to the library. Accord- 
ingly, the next time that Johnson did come, as soon as he 
was fairly engaged with a book, on which, while he sat by 
the fire, he seemed quite intent, Mr. Barnard stole round to 
the apartment where the King was, and in obedience to his 
Majesty's commands, mentioned that Dr. Johnson was then 
in the library. His Majesty said he was at leisure, and 
would go to him ; upon which Mr. Barnard took one of the 
candles that stood upon the King's table, and lighted 
his Majesty through a suite of rooms, till they came to a 
private door into the library, of which his Majesty had the 
key. Being entered, Mr. Barnard stepped forward hastily 
to Dr. Johnson, who was still in a profound study, and 
whispered him, " Sir, here is the King." Johnson started 
up, and stood still. 'His Majesty approached him, and at 
once was courteously easy.^ 

His Majesty began by observing, that he understood he 
came sometimes to the library ; and then mentioning his 

and liave reason to think that his Majesty would have been graciously 

5 leased to permit its publication ; but Mr. Barnard, to whom I applied, 
eclined it " on his own account/' 

The letter to Mr. Barnard, the recovery of which is due to Mr. Croker, 
will be found in the appendix to this volume. — Editor, 

> The particulars of this conversation I have been at great pains to 
collect virith the utmost authenticity, from Dr. Johnson's own detail to 
myself ; from Mr. Langton, who was present when he gave an account 
of it to Dr. Joseph Warton and several other friends at 8ir Joshua Rey- 
nolds's ; from Mr. Barnard ; from the copy of a letter written by the 
late Mr. Strahan the printer, to Bishop Warburton ; aod from a minute, 
the original of which is among the papers of the late Sir James Caldwell, 
and a copy of which was most obligingly obtained for me from his son 
Sir John Caldwell, by Sir Francis Lumm. To all these gentlemen I beg 
leave to make my grateful acknowledgments, and particularly to Sir 
Francis Lumm, who was pleased to take a great deal of trouble, and 
even had the minute laid before the King by Lord Caermarthen, now 
Doke of Leeds, then one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
who announced to Sir Francis the royal pleasure concerning it by a 
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liaving heard that the Doctor had been lately at Oxford, 
asked him if he was not fond of going thither. To which 
Johnson answered, that he was indeed fond of going to 
Oxford sometimes, but was likewise glad to come back 
again. The King then asked him what they were doing at 
Oxford. Johnson answered, he could not much commend 
their diligence, but that in some respects they were mended, 
for they had put their press under better regulations, and 
were at that time printing Polybius. He was then asked 
whether there were better libraries at Oxford or Cambridge. 
He answered, he believed the Bodleian was larger than any 
they had at Cambridge ; at the same time addmg, <' I hope, 
whether we have more books or not than they have at 
Cambridge, we shall make as good use of them as they do." 
Being asked whether All-Souls or Christ-Church library 
was the largest, he answered, "All Souls library is the 
largest we have, except the Bodleian." "Ay," said the 
King, " that is the public library." 

His Majesty inquired if he was then writing any thing. 
He answered, he was not, for he had pretty weU told the 
world what he knew, and must now read to acquire more 
knowledge. The King, as it should seem with a view 
to urge him to rely on his own stores as an original writer, 
and to continue his labours, then said, " I do not think you 
borrow much from any body." Johnson said, he thought 
he had already done his part as a writer. " I should have 
thought so too," said the King, " if you had not written so 
well." Johnson observed to me, upon this, that " No man 

letter, in these words : — " I have the Kiog*s commands to assure you, 
Sir, how sensible his Majesty is of your attention in communicating the 
minute of the conversation preyious to its publication. As there appears 
no objection to your complying with Mr. Boswell's wishes on the subject, 
you are at full liberty to deliver it to that gentleman, to make such use 
of in his life of Dr. Johnson, as he may think proper." 

The account of this conversation Boswell honoured with a separate 
publication under the title : — ^' A Conversation between his Most Sacred 
Majesty Greorge III. and Samuel Johnson, LL.D., illustirated with Ob- 
servations by James Boswell, Esq. London : Printed by Henry Baldwin 
for Charles Dilly, in the Poultry, 1790. (Price half a guinea.) " And 
with the same publisher and in the same year, 1790, he gave: — ''The 
Celelnrated Letter fix>m Samuel Johnson, LL.D., to Ehilip Dormer Stan- 
hope, Earl of Chesterfield, now first published with notes by James Bos- 
WBLL, Esq. Price half a guinea." The former consists of two leaves ; 
the latter of one leAt—EdUor, 



Digitized by 



Google 



2BT. 58. BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 53 

could have paid a handsomer compliment ; ^ and it was fit 
for a King to pay. It was decisive." When asked by 
another friend, at Sir J'oshua Beynolds's, whether he made 
any reply to this high compliment, he answered, " No, Sir. 
When the King had said it, it was to be so. It was not for 
me to bandy ciYilities with my Soyereign." Perhaps no man 
who had spent his whole life in courts conld have shown a 
more nice and dignified sense of true politeness, than John- 
son did in this instance. 

His Majesty having observed to him that he supposed 
he must have read a good deal ; Johnson answered, that he 
thought more than he read ; that he had read a great deal 
in the early part of his life, but having fallen into iU health, 
he had not been able to read much, compared with others : 
for instance, he said he had not read much, compared with 
Dr. Warburton. Upon which the King said, that he heard 
Dr. Warburton was a man of such general Imowledge, that 
you could scarce talk with him on any subject on which he 
was not qualified to speak ; and that his learning resembled 
Garrick's acting, in its universality.^ His Majesty then 
talked of the controversy between Warburton and Lowth, 
which he seemed to have read, and asked Johnson what he 
thought of it. Johnson answered, " Warburton has most 
general, most scholastic learning ; Lowth is the more cor- 
rect scholar. I do not know which of them calls names 
best." The King was pleased to say he was of the same 

* Johnson himself imitated it to Paoli (aeepost, Oct. 10, 1769) ; and it 
has indeed become one of the common-places of compliment — regis ad 
exemplar, Hawkins has preserved a cumpliment of the same kind by 
George II., which, of a prince not celebrated for such things, seems worth 
repeating. Mr. Thornton of Yorkshire raised, at his own expense, 
a regiment of horse, and though newly married to a beautiful young 
lady, marched at the head of it with the King's army. After the 
rebellion, he and his wife went to court, when the King, who had noticed 
Mrs. Thornton, said to him, *' Mr. Thornton, I have been told of your 
services to your country, and your attachment to my family, and have 
held myself obliged to you for both : but I was never able to appreciate 
the deg^ree of the obligation till I had seen the lady you left behind you." 
— ^Life of Johnson, p. 459 (note). — Croker. 

^ The Rev. Mr. Strahan clearly recollects having been told by 
Johnson, that the King observed that Pope made Warburton a bishop. 
"True, Sir," said Johnson, "but "Warburton did more for Pope; he 
made him a Christian : " alluding, no doubt, to his ingenious comments 
on the Essay on Man. 
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opinion ; adding, " You do not think then, Dr. Johnson, 
that there was much argument m the case." Johnson 
said, he did not think there was. " Why, truly," said the 
King, " when once it comes to calling names, argument is 
pretty well at an end." 

His Majesty then asked him what he thought of liord 
Lyttelton's History, which was then just published. John- 
son said, he thought his style pretty good, but that he had 
blamed Henry the Second rather too much. " Why," said 
the King, " they seldom do these things by halves." — " No, 
Sir," answered Johnson, " not to Kings." But fearing to 
be misunderstood, he proceeded to explain himself; and 
immediately subjoined, " That for those who spoke worse 
of Kings than they deserved, he could find no excuse ; but 
that he could more easily conceive how some might speak 
better of them than they deserved, without any ill intention : 
for, as Kings had much in their power to give, those who 
were favoured by them would frequently, from gratitude, 
exaggerate their praises: and as this proceeded from a 
good motive, it was certainly excusable, as far as error 
could be excusable." 

The King then asked him what he thought of Dr. Hill.^ 
Johnson answered, that he was an ingenious man, but had 
no veracity ; and immediately mentioned, as an instance of 
it, an assertion of that writer, that he had seen objects 
magnified to a much greater degree by using three or four 
microscopes at a time than by using one. " Now," added 
Johnson, " every one acquainted with microscopes knows, 
that the more of them he looks through, the less the object 
will appear." — " Why," replied the King, " this is not only 
telling an untruth, but telling it clumsily ; for, if that be 
the case, every one who can look through a microscope will 
be able to detect him." * 

* John Hill, M.D., who assumed latterly the title of Sir John, on 
receiving a Swedish order of Knighthood. This literary and medical 
qnack died in 1775, Grarrick's Epigram is well known : — 

** For physic and farces, his equal there scarce is ; 
His farces are physic, his physic a farce is.** 

— Lochhart. 

^ Here, Bishop EIringtpn obserred, Dr. Johnson was unjust to HiH, 
and showed that he did not understand the subject. Hill does not talk 
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"I now," said Johnson to his friends, when relating 
what had passed, ** began to consider that I was deprecia- 
ting this man in the estimation of his Sovereign, and 
thought it was time for me to say something that might 
be more favourable." He added, therefore, that Dr. Hill 
was, notwithstanding, a very curious observer ; and if he 
would have been contented to tell the world no more than 
he knew, he might have been a very considerable man, and 
needed not to have recourse to such mean expedients to 
raise his reputation. 

The TTing then talked of literary journals, mentioned 
particularly the '' Journal des Savans," and asked Johnson 
if it was well done. Johnson said it was formerly very 
well done, and gave some accoiuit of the persons who began 
it, and carried it on for some years : enlarging, at the same 
time, on the nature and use of such works. The King 
asked if it was well done now. Johnson answered, he had 
no reason to think that it was.^ The King then asked him 
if there were any other literary journals published in this 
kingdom, except the Monthly and Critical Eeviews ; and 
on being answered there was no other, his Majesty asked 
which of them was the best : Johnson answered, that the 
" Monthly Eeview " was done with most care, the " Critical " 
upon the best principles ; adding, that the authors of the 
" Monthly Eeview " were enemies to the Church. This the 
King said he was sorry to hear. 

The conversation next turned on the Philosophical Trans- 
actions, when Johnson observed that they had now a better 
method of arranging their materials than formerly. " Ay," 
said the King, " they are obliged to Dr. Johnson for that ! " 

of magnifying objects by two or Tfwre microscopes, but by applying two 
ohfect glassea to one taicroscope; and the advantage of diminished 
spherical «rrors by this contrivance is well known. HilPs account of 
the experiment is obscurely and inaccurately expressed in one or two 
particulars ; but there can be no doubt that he is substantially right, 
and that Dr. Johnson's statement was altogether unfounded. — Croker. 

' Mr. Gibbon, however, about the same time (1763) gave a different 
judgment : — " I can hardly express how much I am delighted with the 
Journal des Savans; its characteristics are erudition, precision, and 
taste ; but what I most admire is that impartiality and candour which 
distinguish the beauties and defects of a work, giving to the former duo 
and hearty praise, and calmly and tenderly pointing out the latter." 
Misc. Works, vol. ii. 4to. edit. p. 259. — Lockhart, 
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for Hs Majesty had heard and remembered the circum- 
stance, which Johnson himself had forgot. 

His Majesty expressed a desire to have the literary bio- 
graphy of this country ably executed, and proposed to Dr. 
Jolmson to undertake it. Johnson signified his readiness 
to comply with his Majesty's wishes. 

During the whole of this interview, Johnson talked to 
his Majesty with profound respect, but still in his firm 
manly manner, with a sonorous voice, and never in that 
subdued tone which is commonly used at the lev^ and in 
the drawing-room. After the King withdrew, Johnson 
showed himself highly pleased with his Majesty's conversa- 
tion, and gracious behaviour. He said to Mr. Barnard, 
" Sir, they may talk of the King as they will ; but he is 
the finest gentleman I have ever seen." And he afterwards 
observed to Mr. Langton, ** Sir, his manners are those of 
as fine a gentleman as we may suppose Lewis the Fourteenth 
or Charles the Second." ^ 

At Sir Joshua Beynolds's, where a circle of Johnson's 
friends was collected round him to hear his account of this 
memorable conversation, Dr. Joseph Warton, in his frank 
and lively manner, was very active in pressing him to 
mention the particulars. " Come now, Sir, this is an inte- 
resting matter ; do favour us with it." Jolmson, with great 
good-humour, complied. 

He told them, "I found his Majesty wished I should 
talk, and I made it my bustness to talk. I find it does a 
man good to be talked to by his Sovereign. In the first 

place, a man cannot be in a passion ." Here some 

question interrupted him, which is to be regretted, as he 
certainly would have pointed out and illustrated many 
circumstances of advantage, from being in a situation 
where the powers of the mind are at once excited to 
vigorous exertion, and tempered by reverential awe. 

During all the time in which I>r. Jolmson was employed 
in relating to the circle at Sir Joshua Reynolds's the 
particulars of what passed between the King and him. 
Dr. Goldsmith remai^ied unmoved upon a sofa at some 

^ This reminds us of Madame de Sevig^^'s charming nai'vei^, whea 
after g^iving an account of Louis XIV. having danced wiik her, she adds, 
*• Ah ! c'est le p.'us grand roi du monde I " — Croker. 
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distance, affecting not to join in the least in the eager 
curiosity of the company. He assigned as a reason for his 
gloom and seeming inattention, that he apprehended 
Johnson had relinquished his purpose of furnishing him 
with a Prologue to his play, with the hopes of which he 
had been flattered ; but it was strongly suspected that he 
was fretting with chagrin and envy at the singular honour 
Dr. Johnson had lately enjoyed. At length, the frankness 
and simplicity of his natural character prevailed. He 
sprung from the sofa, advanced to Johnson, and in a kind 
of flutter, from imagining himseK in the situation which 
he had just been hearing described, exclaimed, " Well, you 
acquitted yourself in this conversation better than I should 
have done; for I should have bowed and stammered 
through the whole of it." * 

I received no letter from Johnson this year ; nor have I 
discovered any of the correspondence* he had, except the 
two letters to Mr. Drummond, which have been inserted 
for the sake of connection with that to the same gentleman 
in 1766. His diary affords no light as to his employment 
at this time. He passed three months at Lichfleld : and I 
cannot omit an affecting and solemn scene there, as related 
by himself : — 

' It is remarkable that Johnson should hare seen four, if not five, of 
our sovereigns, and been in the actual presence of three if not four of 
them. Queen Anne touched him ; George the First he probably never 
saw ; but George the Second he must frequently have seen, though only 
in public. Geor&;e the Third he conversed with on this occasion ; and 
he once told Sir John Hawkins, that, in a visit to Mrs. Percy, who had 
the care of one of the young princes, at the Queen's house, the Prince of 
Wales, afterwards George IV., being a child, came into the room, and 
began to play about ; when Johnson, with his usual curiosity, took an 
opportunity of asking him what books he was reading, and, in particular, 
inquired as to his knowledge of the Scriptures; the Prince, iu his 
answers, gave him great satisfaction. It is possible, also, that at that 
visit he might have seen Prince William Henry (William IV.), who 
was, I think, as well as the Duke of Kent, under Mrs. Percy's care. — 
Croker, 

' It is proper here to mention, that when I speak of his correspondence, 
I consider it independent of the voluminous collection of letters, which, 
in the course of many years, he wrote to Mrs. Thrale, — ^which forms a 
separate part of his works ; and, as a proof of the high estimation set on 
any thing which came from his pen, was sold by that lady for the sum 
of fire hundred pounds. 
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" Sunday, Oct. 18, 1767. Yesterday, Oct. 17, at about ten in 
the morning, I took my leave for ever of my dear old friend, 
Catherine Chambers, who came to live with my mother about 
1724, and has been but little parted from us since. She buried 
my father, my brother, and my mother. She is now fifty-eight 
years old. 

" I desired all to withdraw, then told her that we were to part 
for ever; that as Christians, we should part with prayer; and 
that I would, if she was willing, say a short prayer beside her. 
She expressed great desire to hear me; and held up her poor 
hands, as she lay in bed, with great fervour, while I prayed, 
kneeling by her, nearly in the following words : — 

" Almighty and most merciful Father, whose loving kindness is 
over all thy works, behold, visit, and relieve this thy servant, who 
is grieved with sickness. Grant that the sense of her weakness 
may add strength to her faith, and seriousness to her repentance. 
And grant that by the help of thy Holy Spirit, after the pains and 
labours of this short life, we may all obtain everlasting happiness, 
through Jesus Chbist our Lord, for whose sake hear our prayers. 
Amen. Our Father, &c. 

" I then kissed her. She told me that to part was the greatest 
pain that she had ever felt, and that she hoped we should meet 
again in a better place. I expressed, with swelled eyes, and 
great emotion of tenderness, the same hopes. We kissed, and 
parted. I humbly hope to meet again, and to part no more." ^ 

By those who have been taught to look upon Johnson as 
a man of harsh and stem character, let this tender and 
affectionate scene be candidly read; and let them then 
judge whether more warmth of heart, and grateful kindness, 
is often found in human nature. 

We have the following notice in his devotional record : — 

" August 2, 1767. I have been disturbed and unsettled for a 
long time, and have been without resolution to apply to study or 
to business, being hindered by sudden snatches.'*^ 

He, however, furnished Mr. Adams with a Dedication * 

' Prayers and Meditations, pp. 77 — 8. 

Catherine Chambers, as Dr. Harwood informed me, died in a few days 
after this interview, and was buried in St. Chad's, Lichfield, on the 7th 
of Nov., 17^7.— Croker. 

' Prayers and Meditations, p. 72, 
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to the King of that ingenious gentleman's '' Treatise on the 
Globes/' conceived and expressed in such a manner as 
could not fail to be very grateful to a monarch, distin- 
guished for his love of the sciences. 

This year was published a ridicule of his style, under 
the title of *' Lexiphanes." Sir John Hawkins ascribes it 
to Dr. Kenrick ; but its author was one Campbell, a Scotch 
purser, in the navy.* The ridicule consisted in applying 
Johnson's "words of large meaning" to insignificant 
matters, as if one should put the armour of Goliath upon a 
dwarf. The contrast might be laughable ; but the dignity 
of the armour must remain the same in all considerate 
minds. This malicious drollery, therefore, it may easily be 
supposed, could do no harm to its illustrious object. 



. TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ.' 
At Mr, RothwelVs, Perfumer, in New Bond Street 

"Lichfield, Oct. 10,1767. 

"Dear Sir, 

^' That you hare been all summer in London is one more 
reason for which I regret my long stay in the country. I hope 
that you will not leave the town before my return. We have 
here only the chance of vacancies in the passing carriages, and I 
have bespoken one that may, if it happens, bring me to town on 
the fourteenth of this month ; but this is not certain. 

**It will be a favour if you communicate this to Mrs. Williams : 
I long to see all mj friends. I am, dear Sir, your most humble 
servant, " Sam. Johnson.'* 

It appears from his notes of the state of his mind,^ that 
he suffered great perturbation and distraction in 1768. 
Nothing of his writings was given to the public this year, 
except the Prologue* to his friend Goldsmith's comedy of 

* Anderson (Life of Johnson, ed. 1815, p. 230) confirms Bosweli's 
statement. It was the production of Mr. Archibald Campbell, son of 
Professor Archibald Campbell, of St. Andrew's, a purser in the navy, 
and author of The Sale of Authors, and other tracts. — Editor. 

' This letter first appeared in the third edition, 1799, vol. ii.,p. 45. 

* Prayers and Meditations, p. 81. 
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" The Good-natured Man." Tlie first lines of tliis Prologue 
are strongly cliaracteristical of the dismal gloom of his 
mind; which in his case, as in the case of all who are 
distressed with the same malady of imagination, transfers 
to others its own feelings. Who could suppose it was to 
introduce a comedy, when Mr. Bensley solemnly began. 

** Press'd with the load of life, the weary mind 
Surveys the general toil of human kind.'* 

But this dark ground might make Goldsmith's humour 
shine the more.^ 

In the spring of this year, having published my " Account 
of Corsica,^ with the Journal of a Tour to that Island," I 

> In tbis prologue, as Mr. John Taylor infonns me, after the fourth 
line — ** And social sorrow loses half its pain " — the following couplet 
was inserted ; — 

" Amidst the toils of this returning year ^ 
When, senators and, nobles learn to fear, 
Our little bard without complaint may share 
The bustling season's epidemic care." 

So the Prologue appeared in the Public Advertiser. Goldsmith probablj 
thought that the lines printed in Italic characters, which, however, seem 
necessary, or at least improve the sense, might give offence, and there- 
fore prevailed on Johnson to omit them. The epithet little, which per- 
haps the author thought might diminish his dignity, was also changed 
to anxious. — Malone, 

* The exact title is as follows : " An account of Corsica, the Journal 
of a Tour to that island ; and Memoirs of Pascal Faoli. By James 
Bos well Glasgow. Printed by B. and A. Foulis for £. and C. Dillj, 
in the Poultry, London. 17€8." "The attention of London Society 
had been attracted to Corsica by a well-timed book of travels; for 
Boswell, who had been sent abroad to study law, had found his way to 
Paoli's head-quarters, and returning home with plenty to tell, had 
written what is still by far the best account of the island that has ever 
been published." — Trevelyan's Early History of Charles James Fox, 
p. 153. London : Longman and Co. 1880. — Editor. 

'*Mr. BoswelFs book I was going to recommend to you when I 
received your letter : it has pleased and moved me strangely, all (I 
mean) that relates to Paoli. He is a man bom two thousand years after 
his time ! The pamphlet proves what I have always maintained, that 
any fool may write a most valuable book by chance, if he will tell us 
what he heard and saw with veracity. Of Mr. Boswell's truth I have 
not the least suspicion, because I am sure he could invent nothing of this 
kind. The true title of this part of his work is, a Dialogue between a 
Green-Goose and a Hero. Gray to Horace Walpole, Feb. 25, 1768."— 
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returned to London, very desirous to see Dr. Johnson, and 
hear him upon the subject. I found he was at Orford, 
with his friend Mr. Chambers, who was now Yinerian 
Professor, and lived in New-Inn Hall. Having had no 
letter from him since that in which he criticised the 
Latinity of my Thesis, and having been told by somebody 
that he was ofEended at my haviQg put into my book an 
extract of his letter to me at P&.ris, I was impatient to be 
with him, and therefore followed him to Oxford, where I 
was entertained by Mr. Chambers, with a civility which I 
shall ever gratefully remember. I found that Dr. Johnson 
had sent a letter to me to Scotland, and that I had nothing- 
to complain of but his being more indifferent to my anxiety 
than I wished him to be. Instead of giving, with the 
circumstances of time and place, such fragments of hi» 
conversation as I preserved during this visit to Oxford, I 
shall throw them together in continuation. 

I asked him whether, as a moralist, he did not think 
that the practice of the law, in some degree, hurt the nice 
feeling of honesty. Johnson. ** Why no. Sir, if you act 
properly. You are not to deceive your clients with false 
representations of your opinion : you are not to tell lies to 
a Judge." BoswBLL. " But what do you think of sup- 
porting a cause which you know to be bad ? " Johnson. 
" Sir, you do not know it to be good or bad till the Judge 
determines it. I have said that you are to state fact» 
fairly ; so that your thinking, or what you call knowing, a< 
cause to be bad, must be &om reasoning, must be from 
your supposing your arguments to be weak and inconclu- 
sive. But, Sir, that is not enough. An argument which 
does not convince yourself, may convince the judge to- 
whom you urge it : and if it does convince him, why, then, 
Sir, you are wrong, and he is right. It is his business to 
judge; and you are not to be confident in your own 

Works, Aldine edition, toI. ir., p. 112. But again Mr. Trevelyan*ft- 
estimate is more just : <* It is difficult to understand how Gray oould 
have failed to recognise in the Tolume which delighted him the indica- 
tions of that rare faculty (whose component elements the most dis- 
tinguished critics hare confessed themselves unable to analyse), which 
malces every composition of Boswell readable, from what he intended to^ 
be a grave argument on a point of law down to his most slip-shod yerses. 
and his silliest letters."—/. 154, note.'-Editor. 
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opinion that a cause is bad, but to say all jou can for 
jour client, and tlienliear the judge's opinion." Boswbll. 
'' But, Sir, does not affecting a warmth when you have no 
warmth, and appearing to be clearly of one opinion when 
you are in reality of another opinion, does not such dis- 
simulation impair one's honesty ? Is there not some danger 
that a lawyer may put on the same mask in common life, 
in the intercourse with his friends?" Johnson. "Why 
no. Sir. Every body knows you are paid for affecting 
warmth for your client ; and it is, therefore, properly no 
dissimulation : the moment you come from the bar you 
resume your usual behaviour. Sir, a man will no more 
carry the artifice of the bar into the common iatercourse of 
society, than a man who is paid for tumbling upon his 
hands will continue to tumble upon his hands when he 
should walk on his feet." 

Talking of some of the modem plays, he said, ** False 
Delicacy " ^ was totally void of character. He praised 
G-oldsmith's " Gk)od-natured Man ; " said it was the best 
comedy that had appeared since "The Provoked Husband," 
and thia*t there had not been of late any such character ex- 
hibited on the stage as that of Croaker. I observed it was the 
" Suspirius " of his " Bambler." ^ He said. Goldsmith had 
owned he had borrowed it from thence. " Sir," continued 
he, "there is all the difference in the world between 
characters of nature and characters of manners ; and there 
is the difference between the characters of Fielding and 
those of Richardson. Characters of manners are very 
entertaining ; but they are to be understood, by a more 
superficial observer than characters of nature, where a man 
must dive into the recesses of the human heart." 

It always appeared to me that he estimated the com- 
positions of Itichardson too highly, and that he had an 
unreasonable prejudice against Fielding. In comparing 
these two writers, he used this expression; "that there 
was as great a difference between them, as between a man 
who knew how a watch was made, and a man who could 
tell the hour by looking on the dial-plate." This was a 

^ By Hugh Kelly, the poetical staymaker : he died, an. setat. 38, 
Feb. 3, 1777. —Croker. 
2 No. 59. 
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short and figurative state of his distinction hetween draw- 
ing characters of nature and characters only of manners. 
But I cannot help being of opinion, that the neat watches 
of Fielding are as well constructed as the large clocks of 
!Etichardson, and that his dial-plates are brighter. Field- 
ing's characters, though they do not expand themselves so 
widely in dissertation, are as just pictures of human nature, 
and I will venture to say, have more striking features, and 
nicer touches of the pencil ; and, though Johnson used to 
quote with approbation a saying of Eichardson's, " that the 
virtues of Fielding's heroes were the vices of a truly good 
man," I will venture to add, that the moral tendency of 
Fielding's writings, though it does not encourage a strained 
and rarely possible virtue, is ever favourable to honour and 
honesty, and cherishes the benevolent and generous affec- 
tions. He who is as good as Fielding would make him, is 
an amiable member of society, and may be led on by more 
regulated instructors, to a higher state of ethical perfection. 

Johnson proceeded : " Even Sir Francis Wronghead ^ is 
a character of manners, though drawn with great humour." 
He then repeated, very happily, all Sir Francis's credulous 
account to Manly of his being with " the great man," and 
securing a place. I asked hrm if " The Suspicious Hus- 
band"'* did not furnish a well-drawn character, that of 
Banger. Johnson. "No, Sir; Eanger is just a rake, a 
mere rake, and a hvely young fellow, but no character" 

The great Douglas Cause was at this time a very general 
subject of discussion. I found he had not studied it with 
much attention,^ but had only heard parts of it occasionally. 

* In The Provoked Husband, begun by Sir John Vanbrugh, and 
finished by Colley Gibber. — Wright 

* By iSr. Benjamin Hoadly, eldest son of Bishop Hoadly : bom Feb. 

10, 1705; died Aug. 10, 1757. Garrick's inimitable performance of 
Ranger was the main support of the piece during its first run. George 

11. was so well pleased with this comedy, that he sent the author one 
hundred pounds. — Wright. 

Horace Walpole gives as a reason of George the Second's favour, that 
one of the causes of suspicion against the innocent heroine (the finding 
Ranger's hat) was the same with one of those alleged against bis mother, 
the Electress Dorothea — the hat of Count Konigsmark (the same who 
<;aused the murder of Mr. Thynne) having been found in her apart- 
ment. — Crokcr. 

^ Bos well, who was counsel on the side of Mr. Douglas, had published, 
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He, however, talked of it, and said, " I am of opinion that 
positive proof of fraud should not be required of the 
plaintifE, but that the Judges should decide according as 
probability shall appear to preponderate, granting to the 
defendant the presumption of filiation to be strong in his 
favour. And I think too, that a good deal of weight 
should be allowed to the dying declarations, because they 
were spontaneous. There is a great difference between 
what is said without our being urged to it, and what is said 
from a kind of compulsion. If I praise a man's book with- 
out being asked my opinion of it, that is honest praise, to 
which one may trust. But if an author asks me if I like 
his book, and I give him somethiug like praise, it must not 
be taken as my real opinion." 

" I have not been troubled for a long time with authors 
desiring my opinion of their works. I used once to be 
sadly placed with a man who wrote verses, but who lite- 
rally had no other notion of a verse, but that it consisted 
of ten syllables. Lay yowr hnife and your fork across your 
'plate, was to him a verse :— 

* Lay your knife and your fork across your plate.' 

As he wrote a great number of verses, he sometimes by 
chance made good ones, though he did not know it." * 
He renewed his promise of comiug to Scotland, and 

in 1766, a pamphlet entitled the Essence of the Douglas Cause, but 
which, it will be ^oen^post, April 27, 1773, he could not induce Johnson 
eyen to read. — Lockhart. 

^ '< Dr. Johnson did not like that his friends should bring their manu- 
scripts for him to read, and he liked still less to read them when they 
were brought : sometimes, howerer, when he could not refuse, he would 
take the play or poem, or whatever it was, and give the people his 
opinion from some one page that he had peeped into. A gentleman 
carried him his tragedy, which, because he loved the author, Johnson 
took, and it lay about our rooms at Streatham some time. 'What 
answer did you give your friend, Sir ? ' asked I, after the book had been 
called for. ' I told him,' replied he, ' that there was too muck Tig and 
Tirty in it.* Seeing me laugh most violently, * Why, what wouldst 
have, child ? ' said he ; ' I looked at nothing but the dramatis persotuB, 
and there was Tisanes and IHridates, or TVnbazus, or such stuff." — 
Piozzi, Anecdotes, p. 280. [See Johnsoniana.] 

This was Murphy's tragedy of Zenobia, in which there are two cha- 
racters, 7\grane$ and TertbaeuSy whose names, abbreviated, as is usual 
in plays, would be Tig. and Teru^-Croker, 
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going with me to the Hebrides, but said he would now 
content himself with seeing one or two of the most curious 
of them. He said, " Macaulay, who writes the account of 
St. Kilda, set out with a prejudice against prejudice, and 
wanted to be a smart modem thinker ; and yet he affirms 
for a truth, that when a ship arrives there all the inhabi- 
tants ajre seized with a cold." 

Dr. John Campbell, the celebrated writer, took a great 
deal of pains to ascertain this fact, and attempted to ac- 
count for it on physical principles, from the efEect of 
effluyia from human bodies. Johnson, at another time,^ 
praised Macaulay for his " magnanimity" in asserting this 
wonderful story, because it was well attested. A lady of 
Norfolk, by a letter to my friend Dr. Bumey, has favoured 
me with the following solution : — 

" Now for the explication of this seeming mystery, which is so 
very obvious as, for that reason, to have escaped the penetration 
of Dr. Johnson and his friend, as well as that of the author. 
Reading the book with my ingenious friend, the late Rev. Mr. 
Christian of Docking — after ruminating a little, * The cause,' says 
he, Ms a natural one. The situation of St. Rilda renders a 
north-east wind indispensably necessary before a stranger can 
land. The wind, not the stranger, occasions an epidemic cold. 
If I am not mistaken, Mr. Macaulay is dead; if living, this 
solution might please him, as I hope it will Mr. Boswell, in return 
for the many agreeable hours his works have afforded us." " 

Johnson expatiated on the advantages of Oxford for 
learning. " There is here, Sir," said he, " such a pro- 
gressive emulation. The students are anxious to appear 
well to their tutors ; the tutors are anxious to have their 
pupils appear well in the college ; the colleges are anxious 
to have their students appear well in the university ; and 
there are excellent rules of discipline in every college. 
That the rules are sometimes ill observed may be true, but 
is nothing against the system. The members of an uni- 
versity may, for a season, be unmindful of their duty. 
I am arguing for the excellency of the institution." 

» March 21, 1772. 

^ This paragraph was added in the second edition, vol. i., p. 51^.— 
Editor. 
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Of Gutlirie, lie said, '* Sir, he is a man of parts. He has 
no great regular fund of knowledge; but by reading so 
long, and writing so long, he no doubt has picked up a 
good deal." 

He said he had lately been a long while at Lichfield, but 
had grown very weary before he left it. Boswell. " I 
wonder at that, Sir ; it is your native place." Johnson. 
" Why so is Scotland your native place." 

His prejudice against Scotland^ appeared remarkably 
strong at this time. When I talked of our advancement 
in literature, " Sir," said he, " you have learnt a little from 
us, and you think yourselves very great men. Hume 
would never have written history, had not Voltaire written 
it before him. He is an echo of Voltaire." BoswelIj. 
"But, Sir, we have lord Kames." Johnson^ "You have 
lord Kames. Keep him ; ha, ha, ha ! We don't envy you 
him. Do you ever see Dr. Eobertson ? " Boswell. " Yes, 
Sir." Johnson. " Does the dog talk of me?" Boswell. 
" Indeed, Sir, he does, and loves you." Thinking that I 
now had him in a comer, and being solicitous for the 
literary fame of my country, I pressed him for his opinion 
on the merit of Dr. Eobertson's History of Scotland. But 
to my surprise, he escaped. — " Sir, I love Eobertson, and I 
won't talk of his book." 

It is but justice both to him and Dr. Eobertson to add, 
that though he indulged himself in this sally of wit, he 
had too good taste not to be fully sensible of the merits of 
that admirable work. 

An essay, written by Mr. Dean, a divine of the Church 
of England, maintaining the future life of brutes,* by an 
explication of certain parts of the Scriptures, was men- 
tioned, and the doctrine insisted on by a gentleman who 

^ Johnson's inyectiyes against Scotland, in common oonrersation, were 
more in pleasantry and sport than real and malignant ; for no man was 
more visited by natives of that country, nor were there any for whom 
he had a greater esteem. It was to Dr. Grainger, a Scottish physician, 
that I owed my first acquaintance with Johnson, in 1756. — Percy, 

' An Essay on the Future Life of Brute Creatures, by Richard Dean, 
curate of Middleton. This work is reviewed in the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine for 1768, p. 177, in a style very like Johnson's ; and a story of" a 
very sensible dog " is noticed with censure. So that it may probably * 
have been Johnson's. — Croker, 
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seemed fond of curious speculation ; Johnson, who did not 
like to hear of anything concerning a future state which 
was not authorised by the regular canons of orthodoxy, 
discouraged this talk 4 and being offended at its continua- 
tion, he watched an opportunity to give the gentleman a 
blow of reprehension. So, when the poor speculatist, with 
a serious metaphysical pensive face, addressed him, " But 
really. Sir, when we see a very sensible dog, we don't know 
what to think of him ; " Jolmson, rolling with joy at the 
thought which beamed in his eye, turned quickly round, 
and replied, " True, Sir : and when we see a very foolish 
feUow, we don't know what to think of him'* He then 
rose up, strided to the fire, and stood for some time laughing 
and exulting. 

I told that I had several times, when in Italy, seen the 
experiment of placing a scorpion within a circle of burning 
coals ; that it ran round and round in extreme pain ; and 
finding no way to escape, retired to the centre, and, like a 
true Stoic philosopher, darted its sting into its head, and 
thus at once freed itself from its woes. " This must end 
*em." I said, this was a curious fact, as it showed de- 
liberate suicide in a reptile. Johnson would not admit 
the fact. He said, Maupertuis ^ was of opinion that it 
does not kill itself, but dies of the heat ; that it gets to the 
centre of the circle, as the coolest place ; that its turning 
its tail in upon its head is merely a convulsion, and that 

^ I should think it impossible not to wonder at the ysriety of Johnson's 
reading, howeyer desultory it might hare been. Who oould have 
imagined that the High Church of England-man would be so prompt in 
quoting Maupertuis, who, I am sorry to think, stands in the list of those 
unfortunate mistaken men, who call themselyes esprits forts ? I haye, 
however, a high respect for that philosopher, whom the great Frederic 
of Prussia loyed and honoured, and addressed pathetically in one of his 
poems — 

" Maupertuis, cher Maupertuis, 
Que notre vie estpeu de chase." 

There was in Maupertais a yigonr and yet a tenderness of sentiment, 
united with strong intellectual powers, and uncommon ardour of souL 
Would he had been a Christian ! I cannot help earnestly yenturing to 
hope that he is one now. 

Maupertuis died in 1 759, at the age of 62, in the arms of the Bemonllis, 
ires chritiennemerU, — Bumey, 
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it does not sting itself. He said he would be satisfied if 
the great anatomist Moi^agni, after dissecting a scorpion 
on which the experiment had been tried, should certify 
that its sting had penetrated into its head. 

He seemed pleased to talk of natural philosophy. ** That 
woodcocks," said he, "fly over the northern coamtries is 
proved, because they have been observed at sea. Swallows 
certainly sleep all the winter. A number of them conglo- 
bulate t(^ether, by flying roimd and round, and then all in 
a heap throw themselves under water and lie in the bed of 
a river." ^ He told us, one of his first essays was a Latin 
poem upon the glow-worm ; I am sorry I did not ask where 
it was to be found. 

Talking of the Eussians and the Chinese, he advised me 
to read Bell's " Travels." " I asked him whether I should 
read Du Halde's "Account of China." "Why, yes," 
said he, " as one reads such a book ; that is to say, con- 
sult it." 

He talked of the heinousness of the crime of adultery, by 
which the peace of families was destroyed. He said, 
" Confusion of progeny constitutes the essence of the crime ; 
and therefore a woman who breaks her marriage vows is 
much more criminal than a man who does it. A man, to 
be sure, is criminal in the sight of God ; but he does not 
do his wife a very material injury, if he does not insult her ; 
if, for iastance, &om mere wantonness of appetite, he steals 
privately to her chamber-maid. Sir, a wife ought not 
greatly to resent this. I would not receive home a daugh- 
ter who had run away from her husband on that account. 
A wife should study to reclaim her husband by more atten- 
tion to please him. Sir, a man will not, once in a hundred 
instances, leave his wife and go to a harlot, if his wife has 
not been negligent of pleasing." 

Here he discovered that acute discrimination, that solid 
judgment, and that knowledge of human nature, for which 
he was upon all occasions remarkable. Taking care to 
keep in view the moral and religious duty, as understood 

' This story has been entirely exploded. — Loehhart, 

* Juhn Bell, of Antermony, who published at Glasgow, in 1763, in two 

Tols. 4to, Travels from St. Petersburgh, in Russia, to divers Parts of 

Asia. — Oroker, 
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in our nation* he showed clearly, from reason and good 
sense, the greater degree of culpability in the one sex de- 
Tiating from it than the other ; and, at the same time, in- 
culcated a very useful lesson as to the way to keep him. 

I asked him if it was not hard that one deviation from 
chastity should so absolutely ruin a young woman. John- 
son. " Why no. Sir ; it is the great principle which she is 
taught. When she has given up that principle, she has 
given up every notion of female honour and virtue, which 
are all included in chastity." 

A gentleman talked to him of a lady whom he greatly 
admired and wished to marry, but was afraid of her 
superiority of talents. " Sir," said he, " you need not be 
afraid ; marry her. Before a year goes about, you'll find 
that reason much weaker, and that wit not so bright." 
Yet the gentleman may be justified in his apprehension by 
one of Dr. Johnson's admirable sentences in his ''Life 
of Waller : " " He doubtless praised many whom he would 
have been afraid to marry ; and, perhaps, married one whom 
he would have been ashamed to praise. Many qualities con- 
tribute to domestic happiness, upon which poetry has no 
colours to bestow; and many airs and sallies may delight 
imagination, which he who flatters them never can ap- 
prove." 

He praised Signor Baretti. " His account of Italy is a 
very entertaining book; and, Sir, I know no man who 
carries his head higher in conversation than Baretti. There 
are strong powers in his mind. He has not, indeed, many 
hooks; but with what hooks he has, he grapples very 
forcibly." 

At this time I observed upon the dial-plate of his watch 
a short Greek inscription, taken from the New Testament, 
yvf yap tpxtTai, being the first words of our Saviour's 
solemn admonition to tiie improvement of that time which 
is allowed us to prepare for eternity ; " the night cometh 
when no man can work." ^ He some time afterwards laid 
aside this dial-plate ; and when I asked him the reason, 
he said, " It might do very well upon a clock which a man 

* ipX^Tai vv^, *6Ti oifdelc dvvarat ipya^itrOai, 

John ix. A,^-Editor, 
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keeps in his closet ; but to have it upon his watch, which 
he carries about with him, and which is often looked at by 
others, might be censured as ostentatious." Mr. Steevens 
is now possessed of the dial-plate inscribed as above.* 

He remained at Oxford a considerable time," I was 
obliged to go to London, where I received this letter, which 
had been returned from Scotland. 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Oxford, March 23, 1768. 
" Mt dear Boswell, 

"I have omitted a long time to write to you, withont 
knowing very well why. I could now tell why I should not 
write ; for who would write to men who publish the letters of 
their friends, without their leave ? ' Yet I write to you in spite 
of my caution, to tell you that I shall be glad to see you, and that 
I wish you would empty your head of Corsica, which I think has 

^ Notes and Queries completes the history of this watch. — 

*' This watch is in my possession. My mother was niece to the sister 
of Greorge Steerens, which sister inherited this watch with the rest of 
Greorge Steevens' property. It is a metal watch with a tortoise shell 
case ; no maker's name. The dial is inscribed, as mentioned by BosweU, 
with the words, vv^ yap ipxirat^ * for the night cometh.' Boswell says 
the dial-plate was given to Steevens. It seems unlikely that the dial 
should be separated from the doctor's watch, to which it evidently be- 
longed, and which was worn by him. The watch also has inside the case 
the words: 'Samuel Johnson, London, 1784.' It was in Decomber, 
1 784, that Johnson died. *' Jamkb Ptcroft. 

'•Brighton, Jan. 20, 1871." 

— Not«s and Queries, Fourth Series, vii., 243. — Editor. 

Sir Walter Scott put the same Greek words on a sun-dial in his garden 
at Abbotsford. — Lockhart, 

^ Where, it appears, from the Piozzi Letters, vol. i., pp. 10-11, that he 
was for some time confined to Mr. Chambers' apartments in New Inn 
Hall by a fit of illness, and took a strong interest in the triumphant 
election of high church candidates for the University. " The virtue of 
Oxford," he says, '^ once more prevailed over the slaves of power and the 
soliciters of favour." — Croker. 

' Mr. Boswell, in his Journal of a Tour in Corsica, p. 359-60, had 

Srinted the second and third paragraphs uf Johnson's letter to him of 
annary 14, 1766.— Oo^cr. 
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fiUed it rather too long. But, at all events, I shall be glad, Terj 
glad, to see you. I am, Sir, yours affectionately, 

"Sam. Johnson." 
I answered thus : — 



TO MR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

"London, April 29, 1768. 

" Mt dear Sir, 

"I have received your last letter, which, though very 
short, and by no means complimentary, yet gave me real pleasure, 
because it contains these words, * I shall be glad, very glad to see 
you.' — Surely you have no reason to complain of my publishing 
a single paragraph of one of your letters ; ^e temptation to it was 
so strong. An irrevocable grant of your friendship, and your 
signifying my desire of visiting Corsica with the epithet of ' a 
wise and noble curiosity,* are to me more valuable than many of the 
grants of kings. 

" But how can you bid me * empty my head of Corsica ' ? My 
noble-minded friend, do you not feel for an oppressed nation 
bravely struggling to be free? Consider fairly what is the case. 
The Conicaos never received any kindness from the Genoese. 
They never agreed to be subject to them. They owe them 
nothing, and when reduced to an abject state of slavery, by force, 
shall they not rise in the great cause of liberty, and break the 
galling yoke ? And shall not every liberal soul be warm for them P 
Empty my head of Corsica I Empty it of honour, empty it of 
humanity, empty it of friendship, empty it of piety. No ! while 
I Hve, C3or8ica, and the cause of the brave islanders, shall ever 
employ much of my attention, shall ever interest me in the sincerest 
manner. * * * I am, &c., " James Bosweix." 

Upon his arrival in London in May, lie surprised me one 
morning with a visit at my lodging in Halfmoon Street, was 
qnite satisfied with my explanation, and was in the Inndest 
and most agreeable frame of mind. As he had objected 
to a part of one of his letters being published, I thought it 
light to take this opportunity of asking him explicitly 
whether it would be improper to publish his letters after 
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his death. His answer was, " Nay, Sir, when I am deacU 
yon may do as you will." 

He talked in his nsual style with a rough contempt of 
popular liberty. " They make a rout about miiverscd liberty, 
without considering that all that is to be valued, or indeed 
can be enjoyed by individuals, is private liberty. Political 
liberty is good only so far as it produces private liberty. 
Now, Sir, there is the liberty of the press, which you know 
is a constant topic. Suppose you and I and two hundred 
more were restrained from printing our thoughts : what 
then ? What proportion woidd that restraint upon us bear 
to the private happiness of the nation ? " 

This mode of representing the inconveniences of restraint 
as light and insignificant was a kind of sophistry in which 
he delighted to indulge himself, in opposition to the extreme 
laxity for which it has been fashionable for too many to 
argue, when it is evident, upon reJBlection, that the very 
essence of government is restraint ; and certain it is, that 
as government produces rational happiness, too much re- 
straint is better than too little. But when restraint is un- 
necessary, and so close as to gall those who are subject to 
it, the people may and ought to remonstrate ; and, if relief 
is not granted, to resist. Of this manly and spirited 
principle, no man was more convinced than Johnson himself. 

About this time Dr. Kenrick attacked him through my 
sides, in a pamphlet, entitled "An Epistle to James 
Bos well, Esq., occasioned by his having transmitted the 
moral Writings of Dr. Samuel Johnson to Pascal Paoli, 
General of the Corsicans." I was at first inclined to 
answer this pamphlet; but Johnson, who knew that my 
doing so would only gratify Kenrick, by keeping alive what 
would soon die away of itself, would not siiffer me to take 
any notice of it. 

His sincere regard for Francis Barber, his faithful negro 
servant, made him so desirous of his further improvement, 
that he now placed him at a school at Bishop Stortf ord, in 
Hertfordshire. This humane attention does Johnson's 
heart much honour. Out of many letters which Mr. Barber 
received from his master, he has preserved three, which he 
kindly gave me, and which I shall insert according to their 
dates. 
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TO MR. FRANCIS BARBER. 

May 28, 1768. 
" Deab Tbancis, 

" I have been very much out of order. I am glad to hear 
that you are well, and design to come soon to you. I would have 
you stay at Mrs. Clapp's for the present, till I can determine what 
we shall do. Be a good boy. My compliments to Mrs. Clapp 
and to Mr. Fowler. I am yours affectionately, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

Soon afterwards, he supped at the Crown and Anchor 
tavern in the Strand, with a company whom I collected to 
meet him. They were. Dr. Percy now Bishop of Dromore, 
Dr. Douglas now Bishop of Salisbury. Mr. Langton, Dr. 
Robertson the Historian, Dr. Hugh Blair, and Mr. Thomas 
Davies, who wished much to be introduced to these eminent 
Scotch literati ; but on the present occasion he had very 
little opportunity of hearing them talk ; for, with an excess 
of prudence, for which Johnson afterwards found fault 
with them, they hardly opened their lips, and that only to 
say something which they were certain would not expose 
them to the sword of Goliath ; such was their anxiety for 
their fame when in the presence of Johnson. He was this 
evening in remarkable vigour of mind, and eager to exert 
himself in conversation, which he did with great readiness 
and fluency ; but I am sorry to find that I have preserved 
but a small part of what passed. 

He allowed high praise to Thomson as a poet ; but when 
one of the company said he was also a very good man, our 
moralist contested this with ^eat warmth, accusing him of 
gross sensuality and licentiousness of manners. I was very 
much afraid that, in vmting Thomson's life. Dr. Johnson 
would have treated his private character with a stem 
severity, but I was agreeably disappointed; and I may 
claim a little merit in it, from my having been at pains to 
send him authentic accounts of the affectionate and generous 
conduct of that poet to his sisters, one of whom, the wife of 
Mr. Thomson, schoolmaster at Lanark, I knew, and was 
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presented by her with three of his letters, one of which 
Dr. Johnson has inserted in his life. 

He was vehement against old Dr. Mounsey, of Chelsea 
College, as " a fellow who swore and talked bawdy." ^ " I 
have been often in his company," said Dr. Percy, "and 
never heard him swear or talk bawdy." Mr. Davies, who 
sat next to Dr. Percy, having after this had some conversa- 
tion aside with him, made a discovery which, in his zeal to 
pay court to Dr. Johnson, he eagerly proclaimed aloud 
from the foot of the table : " Oh, Sir, I have found out a 
very good reason why Dr. Percy never heard Mounsey 
swear or talk bawdy ; for he tells me he never saw hiTri 
but at the Duke of Northumberland's table." " And so. 
Sir." said Dr. Johnson loudly to Dr. Percy, " you would 
shield this man from the charge of swearing and talking 
bawdy, because he did not do so at the Duke of Northum- 
berland's table. Sir, you might as well tell us that you 
had seen him hold up his hand at the Old Bailey, and he 
neither swore nor talked bawdy ; or that you had seen hiTn 
in the cart at Tyburn, and he neither swore nor talked 
bawdy. And is it thus, Sir, that you presume to controvert 
what I have related ? " Dr. Johnson's animadversion was 

^ Messenger Mounsey, M.D., died at his apartments in Chelsea 
College, Dec. 26, 1788, at the age of ninety-five. An extraordinary 
direction in his will may be found in the Grentleman's Magazine, vol. 50» 
part ii., p. 1183. — MaXone, 

The direction was, that his body should not suflFer any funeral cere- 
mony, but undergo dissection, and, after that operation, be thrown into 
the Thames, or where the surgeon pleased. It is surprising that this 
coarse and crazy humourist should have been an intimate friend and 
favourite of the elegant and pious Mrs. Montagu. — Croker, 

In the following strange, and, although it relates to his own body, we 
may say brutal letter to Mr. Cruickshank, dated May 12, 1787, now in 
the Museum of the College of Surgeons, Mounsey says : — '^ Mr. Thom- 
son Foster, surgeon, in Union Court, Broad Street, has promised to 
open my carcass, and see what is the matter with my heart, arteries, and 
kidneys. He is gone to Norwich, and may not return before I am 
[dead]. Will you be so good ns to let me send it you, or, if it comes, 
will you like to be present at the dissection ? Let me see you to-morrow, 
between eleven and one or two, or any day. I am now very ill, and 
hardly see to scrawl this, and feel as if I should live [but] two days — 
the sooner the better. I am, though unknown to you, your respectful 
hainble servant, Messengeb Mounset." His bday was accoraingly 
dissected by Mr. Foster, and preparations were deposited in the Museum 
of St. Thomas's Hospital. — Wright, 
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uttered in sncli a manner, that Dr. Percy seemed to be dis- 
pleased, and soon afterwards left the company, of which 
Johnson did not at that time take any notice. 

Swift having been mentioned, Johnson, as usual, treated 
him with little respect as an author. Some of us endea- 
voured to support the Dean of St. Patrick's by various 
ai^umentsw Chie, in particular, praised his "Conduct of 
the Allies." Johnson. "Sir, his 'Conduct of the Allies' 
is a performance of very little ability." " Surely, Sir," 
said Dr. Douglas, " you must allow it has strong facts." * 
Johnson. " "Why yes. Sir ; but what is that to the merit 
of the composition ? In the Sessions-paper of the Old 
Bailey there are strong facts. Housebreaking is a strong 
fact; robbery is a strong fact; and murder is a mighty 
strong fact: but is great praise due to the historian of 
those strong facts? No, Sir, Swift has told what he had 
to tell distinctly enough, but that is all. He had to count 
ten, and he has counted it right." Then recollecting that 
Mr. Davies, by acting as an informery had been the occasion 
of his talking somewhat too harshly to his friend Dr. Percy, 
for which, probably, when the first ebullition was over, he 
felt some compunction, he took an opportamity to give him 
a hit: so added, with a preparatory laugh, "Why, Sir, 
Tom Davies might have written * The Conduct of the 
Allies.' " Poor Tom, being thus suddenly draped into 
ludicrous notice in presence of the Scottish doctors, to 
whom he was ambitious of appearing to advantage, was 
grievously mortified. Nor did his pamishment rest here ; 
for upofi subsequent occasions, whenever he, "statesman 
all over," * assumed a strutting importance, I used to hail 
him — " the Author of the * Conduct of the Allies' " 

^ My respectable friend, upon reading this passage, observed, that he 
probably must have said not simply " strong facts," but " strong facts 
well arranged.'* His Lordship, however, knows too well the value of 
written documents to insist on setting his recollection against my notes 
taken at the time. He does not attempt to traverse the record. The 
fact, perhaps, may have been, either that the additional words escaped 
me in the noise of a numerous company, or that Dr. Johnson, from his 
impetuosity, and eagerness to seize an opportunity to make a lively 
retort, did not allow Dr. Douglas to finish his sentence. [Note added 
in the second edition, vol. i., p. 523. — Editor.] 

^ See the hard drawing of him in Churchill's Rosciad. 
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"Wlien I called upon Dr. Johnson next morning, I found 
him highly satisfied with his colloquial prowess the preced- 
ing evening. "Well," said he, "we had good talk." 
BosTV^ELL. "Yes, Sir; you tossed and gored several 
persons." 

The late Alexander Earl of Eglintoime,^ who loved wit 
more than wine, and men of genius more than sycophants, 
had a great admiration of Johnson ; but, from the remark- 
able elegance of his own manners, was perhaps too deli- 
cately sensible of the roughness which sometimes appeared 
in Johnson's behaviour. One evening about this time, 
when his lordship did me the honour to sup at my lodgings 
with Dr. Robertson and several other men of literary dis- 
tinction, he regretted that Johnson had not been educated 
with more refinement, and lived more in polished society. 
"No, no, my lord," said Signor Baretti, "do with him 
what you would, he would always have been a bear." 
" True," answered the earl, with a smile, " but he would 
have been a dancing bear." 

To obviate all the reflections which have gone round the 
world to Johnson's prejudice, by applying to him the 
epithet of a hear, let me impress upon my readers a just 
and happy saying of my friend Goldsmith, who knew him 
well r^" Johnson, to be sure, has a roughness in his 
maimer ; but no man alive has a more tender heart. He 
lias nothing of the hear hut his shin" 

In 1769, so far as I can discover, the public was favoured 
with nothing of Johnson's composition, either for himself 
or any of his friends. His "Meditations" too strongly 
prove that he suffered much both in body and mind ; yet 
was he perpetually striving against evil, and nobly en- 

^ Tenth earl, who was shot, in 1769, by Mungo Campbell, whose 
fowling-piece Lord Eglintoune attempted to seize. To this nobleman 
Boswell was indebted, as he himself said, for his early introduction to 
the circle of the great, the gay, and the ingenious. Boswell thus 
mentions himself in a tale eall^ The Cub at Newmarket, published in 
1762;— 

" Lord Eglintoune, who loves, you know, 

A little dish of whim or so, 

By chance a curious cub had got, 

On Scotia's mountains newly caught." — (rent Mag. 
— Croker, 
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deavonring to advance his intellectual and devotional 
improvement. Every generous and grateful heart must 
feel for the distresses of so eminent a benefactor to man- 
kind ; and now that his unhappiness is certainly known, 
must respect that dignity of character which prevented him 
from complaining. 

His Majesty having the preceding year instituted the 
Boyal Academy of Arts in London, Johnson had now the 
honour of being appointed Professor in Antient literature.* 
In the course of the year he wrote some letters to Mrs. 
Thrale, passed some part of the summer at Oxford and at 
lichfield, and when at Oxford he wrote the following 
letter : — 



TO THE REVEREND MR. THOMAS WARTON. 

" May 31, 1769. 
"Dear Sib, 

" Many years ago, when I nsed to read in the library of 
your College, I promised to recompense the college for that 
permission, by adding to their books a Baskerville's YirgiL I 
have now sent it, and desire you to reposit it on the shelves in 
my name.' 

^ In which place he has been succeeded by Bennet Langton, Esq. 
When that truly religious gentleman was elected to this honorary 
Firofessorship, at the same time Edward Gibbon, Esq., noted for intro- 
ducing a kind of sneering infidelity into his historical writings, was 
elected Professor in Ancient History, in the room of Dr. Groldsmith, I 
obserred that it brought to my mind, " Wicked Will Whiston and good 
Mr. Ditton." — ^I am now also of that admirable institution, as Secretary 
for Foreign Correspondence, by the favour of the Academicians, and the 
approbation of the sovereign. [Note in second edition, vol. i., p. 525. — 
Editor,] 

* It has this inscription in a blank leaf :— *' Hunc lihrum I>,I>, Samuel 
Johnson eo quod Mo loci studiis interdwn vacaret** Of this library, 
which is an old Gothic room, he was very fond. On my observing to 
him that some of the modem libraries of the University were more 
commodions and pleasant for study, as being more spacious and airy, he 
replied, '* Sir, if a man has a mind to jtrance, he must study at Chnst- 
church and All-Souls."— ^ar^ofi. 

Mr. Robinson Ellis, the distinguished scholar and fellow of Trinity 
College, informs me (1881) that this copy is honourably preserved on the 
shelves of the Library. — Editor, 
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** If you will be pleased to let me know when you have an hour 
of leisure, I will drink tea with you. I am engaged for the 
afternoon to-morrow, and on Friday : all my mornings are my 
own.^ I am, &c., " Sam. Johnson." 

I came to London in the autumn ; and having informed 
him that I was going to be married in a few months, I 
wished to have as much of his conversation as I could 
before engaging in a state of life which would probably 
keep me more in Scotland, and prevent me seeing him so 
often as when I was a single man ; but I found he was at 
Brighthelmstone with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. I was very 
sorry that I had not his company with me at the Jubilee, 
in honour of Shakspeare, at Stratford-upon-Avon, the great 
poet's native town.* Johnson's connection both with 
Shakspeare and Garrick founded a double claim to his 
presence ; and it would have been highly gratifying to Mr. 

^ Daring this visit he seldom or never dined out He appeared to be 
deeply engaged in some literary work. Miss Williams was now with 
him at Oxford. — Warton, 

' Mr. Boswell, on this occasion, justified Johnson's foresight and pru- 
dence, in advising him to " clear his head of Corsica : " unluckily, the 
advice had no effect, for Boswell made a fool of himself at the Jubilee 
by sundry enthusiastic freaks ; amongst others, lest he should not be 
sufficiently distinguished, he wore the words Corsica Boswell in large 
letters round his hat. There was an absurd print of him, I think in the 
London Magazine, published, no doubt, with his concurrence, in the 
character of an armed Corsican chief, at the Jubilee masqt^erade on the 
evening of the 7th Sept. 1769, in which he wears a cap with the inscrip- 
tion of" Fiva la Liberth!" — but his friend and admirer, Tom Davies, 
records that he wore ordinarily the vernacular inscription of " Corsica 
Boswell in large Utters otttkde hia hat," — ^Life of Garrick, ii. 212. 
Earlier in the year he had visited Ireland, and was no doubt the corres- 
pondent who furnished the following paragraph to the Public Advertiser 
of the 7tb July, 1769:— 

" Extract of a letter from Dublin, 8th June. 

" James Boswell, Esq. , having now visited Ireland, he dined with his 
Grace the Duke of Leinster, at his seat at Carton. He went also by 
special invitation, to visit the Lord Lieutenant at his country seat at 
licixlip ; to which he was conducted in one of his Excellency's coaches 
by Lt. Col. Walshe. He dined there, and stayed all night, and next 
morning came in the coach with his Excellency, to the Fhosnix Park, 
and was present at a review of Sir Joseph Yorke's Dragoons. He also 
dined witn the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor. He is now set out 
on his return to Scotland.^ — Croker, 
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Garrick. Upon this occasion I particularly lamented that 
he had not that warmth of friendship for his brilliant 
pupil, which we may suppose would have had a benignant 
effect on both. "WTien almost every man of eminence in 
the literary world was happy to partake in this festival of 
genius, the absence of Johnson could not but be wondered 
at and regretted. The only trace of him there, was in the 
whimsical advertisement of a haberdasher, who sold Shake- 
perian ribcmds of various dyes ; and by way of illustrating 
their appropriation to the bard, introduced a line from 
the celebrated Prologue, at the opening of Drury Lane 
theatre : — 

" Each change of many-coloured life he drew." 

From Brighthelmstone Dr. Johnson wrote me the follow- 
ing letter; which they who may think that I oi^ht to 
have suppressed, must have less ardent feelings than I 
have always avowed.^ 

* In the Preface (p. xix-xx) to my Account of Corsica, published in 
1768, 1 thus express myself: — 

" He who publishes a book, affecting not to bo an author, and profess- 
ing an indifference for literary fame, may possibly impose upon many 
people such an idea of his consequence as ne wishes may be receired. 
For my part, I should be proud to be known as an author, and I have 
an ardent ambition for literary fame ; for, of all possessions, I should 
imagine literary fame to be the most valuable. A man who has been 
able to furnish a book, which has been approved by the world, has 
established himself as a respectable character in distant society, without 
any danger of having that character lessened by the observation of his 
weaknesses. To preserve an uniform dignity among those who see us 
every day, is hardly possible ; and to aim at it, must put us under the 
fetters of perpetual restraint. The author of an approved book may 
allow his natural disposition an easy play, and yet indulge the pride of 
superior genius, when he considers that by those who know him only as 
an author, he never ceases to be respected. Such an author, when in 
his hours of gloom and discontent, may have the consolation to think, 
that his writings are, at that very time, giving pleasure to numbers ; 
and such an author may cherish the hope of being remembered after 
death ; which has been a great object to the noblest minds in all ages." 
[Added in the second edition, vol. i., p. 527. — Editor,'] 
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TO JAMES BOSWELL, ES^. 

" Brighthelmstone, Sept. 9, 1.769. 

" Dear Sir, 

" Why do you charge me with iinkmdness ? I have 
omitted nothing that could do you good, or give you pleasure, 
unless it be that I have forborne to tell you my opinion of your 
* Account of Corsica.* I believe my opinion, if you think well 
of my judgment, might have given you pleasure ; but when it is 
considered how much vanity is excited by praise, I am not sure 
that it would have done you good. Your History is like other 
histories, but your Journal is, in a very high degree, curious and 
delightftil. There is between the history and the journal that 
difference which there will always be foand between notions bor- 
rowed from without, and notions generated within. Your history 
was copied from books ; your journal rose out of your own ex- 
perience and observation. You express images which operated 
strongly upon yourself, and you have impressed them with great 
force upon your readers. I know not whether I could name 
any narrative by which curiosity is better excited, or better 
gratified. 

*' I am glad that you are going to be married ; and as I wish 
you weU in things of less importance, wish you well with pro- 
portionate ardour in this crisis of your life. What I can con- 
tribute to your happiness, I should be very unwilling to with- 
hold ; for I have always loved and valued you, and shall love 
you and value you still more, as you become more regular and 
useful ; effects which a happy marriage wiU hardly fail to produce. 

'' I do not find that I am likely to come back very soon from 
this place. I shall, perhaps, stay a fortnight longer ; and a 
fortnight is a long lime to a lover absent from his mistress. 
Would a fortnight ever have an end P I am, dear Sir, your most 
affectionate humble servant, '* Sam. Johnson.** 

After his return to town, we met frequently, and I con- 
tinned the practice of making notes of his conyersation, 
though not with so much assiduity as I wish I had done. 
At tMs time, indeed, I had a sufficient excuse for not being 
able to appropriate so much time to my journal; for 
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General Paoli,* after Corsica had been OTerpowered by the 
monarchy of France, was now no longer at the head of his 
brave conntrymen; bnt, having with dijficnlty escaped 
from his native island, had sought an asylum in Great 
Britain ; and it was my duty, as well as my pleasure, to 
attend much upon him.' Such particulars of Johnson's 
conversations at this period as I have committed to writing, 
I shall here introduce, without any strict attention to me- 
thodical arrangement. Sometimes short notes of different 
days shall be blended together, and sometimes a day may 
seem importdJit enough to be separately distinguished. 

He said, he would not have Sundia,y kept with rigid 
severity and gloom, but with a gravity and simplicity of 
behaviour. 

I told him that David Hume had made a short collection 
of Scotticisms. " I wonder," said Johnson, " that Tie should 
find them." ' 

He would not admit the importance of the question con- 
cerning the legality of general warrants. " Such a power," 
he observed, "must be vested in every government, to 
answer particular cases of necessity ; and there can be no 
just complaint but when it is abused, for which those who 
administer government must be answerable. It is a matter 
of such indifference, a matter about which the people care 
so very little, that were a man to be sent over Britain to 
offer them an exemption from it at a halfpenny a piece, 
very few would purchase it." This was a specimen of that 
laxity of talking, which I had heard him fairly acknow- 

1 Pascal Paoli, born in 1726, was appointed by his countrymen Chief 
Magistrate and General in their resistance to the Genoese. He, after 
an honourable, and for a time successful defence, was at last overpowered 
by the French, and sought refuge in England in 1769, where he resided, 
till the French rerolution seeming to afford an opportunity to liberate 
iiis country from the yoke of France, he went thither, and was a principal 
promoter of its short-lived union to the British Crown. When this was 
dissolved, Paoli returned to England, and resided here till his death in 
1807.— Croker, 

'21st Sept. 1769. General Paoli arrived at Mr. Hutchinson's, in 
Old Bond Street. 

27th Sept. General Paoli was presented to His Majesty at St. 
James's. — ^Ann. Keg,, for the year 1769, pp. 132-133. — Editor, 

' The first edition of Hume^s History of England was full of Scotti- 
cisms, many of which he corrected in subsequent editions. — McUane, 

II. O 
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ledge; for, surely, while the power of granting general 
warrants was supposed to be legal, and the apprehension 
of them hung over our heads, we did not possess that se- 
curity of freedom, congenial to our happy constitution, and 
which, by the intrepid exertions of Mr. Wilkes, has been 
happily established. 

He said, '' The duration of parliament, whether for seven 
years or the life of the king, appears to me so immaterial, 
that I would not give half a crown to turn the scale one way 
or the other. The habeas corpus is the single advantage 
which our government has over that of other countries." 

On the 30th of September we dined together at the 
Mitre. I attempted to argue for the superior happiness 
of the savage life, upon the usual fanciful topics. Johnsok. 
" Sir, there can be nothing more false. The savages have 
no bodily advantages beyond those of civilised men. They 
have not better health ; and as to care or mental imeasiness, 
they are not above it, but below it, like bears. No, Sir ; 
you are not to talk such paradox: let me have no more 
on't. It cannot entertain, far less can it instruct. Lord 
Monboddo, one of your Scotch judges, talked a great deal 
of such nonsense. I suffered him ; but I will not suffer 
you'* BoswELL. " But, Sir, does not Bousseau talk such 
nonsense ? " Johnson. " True, Sir ; but Bousseau knows 
he is talking nonsense, and laughs at the world for staring 
at him." Boswell. " How so. Sir ? " Johnson. " Why, 
Sir, a man who talks nonsense so well, must know that he 
is talking nonsense. But I am afraid (chuckling and 
laughing) Monboddo does Tiot know that he is talking non-'. 
sense." * Boswell. ** Is it wrong, then, Sir, to affect sin- 
gularity, in order to make people stare ? " Johnson. 
" Yes, if you do it by propagating error : and, indeed, it is 

1 His lordship having frequently spoken in an abusive manner of Dr. 
Johnson, in my company, I, on one occasion, during the lifetime of my 
illustrious friend, could not refrain from retaliation, and repeated to him 
this saying. He has since published I don't know how many pages in 
one of his curious books, attempting, in much anger, but with pitiful 
effect, to persuade mankind that my illustrious friend was not the great 
and good man which they esteemed and ever will esteem him to be. 

Boswell, no doubt, alludes to the attack on Johnson, which runs 
through many pages of the fifth volume, published 1789, of Monboddo'i 
Origin and rrogress of Language, p. 260, et seqq.-^Editor, 



Digitized by 



Google 



J5T. 60. BOSWBLL's lite of JOHNSON. 88 

wrong in any way. There is in human nature a general 
inclination to make people stare ; and every wise man has 
himseK to cure of it, and does cure himself. If you wish 
to make people stare, by doing better than others, why, 
make them stare till they stare their eyes out. But con- 
sider how easy it is to make people stare, by being absurd. 
I may do it by going into a drawing-room without my 
shoes. You remember the gentleman in the * Spectator,' 
[No. 576] who had a commission of lunacy taken out 
against him for his extreme singularity, such as never 
wearing a wig, but a night-cap. Now, Sir, abstractedly, 
the night-cap was best : but, relatively, the advantage was 
overb^anced by making the boys run after him." 

Talking of a London life, he said, " The happiness of 
London is not to be conceived but by those who have been 
in it. I will venture to say, there is more learning and 
science within the circumference of ten miles from where 
we now sit, than in aU the rest of the kingdom." Boswell. 
" The only disadvantage is the great distance at which 
people live from one another." Johnson. " Yes, Sir ; but 
that is occasioned by the largeness of it, which is the cause 
of all the other advantages." Boswell. " Sometimes I 
have been in the humour of wishing to retire to a desert." 
Johnson. " Sir, you have desert enough in Scotland." 

Although I had promised myseK a great deal of in- 
structive conversation with him on the conduct of the 
married state, of which I had then a near prospect, he did 
not say much upon that topic. Mr. Seward heard him 
once say, that " a man has a very bad chance for happiness 
in that state, unless he marries a woman of very strong 
and fixed principles of religion." He maintained to me, 
contrary to the common notion, that a woman would not 
be the worse wife for being learned ; in which, from all 
that I have observed of Artemisias,^ I humbly differed from 

^ ** Though Artemisia talks, by fits, 
Of oouncils, classics, fathers, wits : 

Reads Malbranche, Boyle, and Locke : 
Tet in some things methinks she fails ; 
'Twere well if she would pare her nails, 
And wear a cleaner smock." 

Pope, Imitations of English Poets ; Earl of Dorset 
This was meant for Ladj M. W. Montagu. — Cfroker, 
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him. That a woman should be sensible and well informed, 
I allow to be a great advantage ; and think that Sir Thomas 
Overbnry, in his rude TersifLcation, has very judiciously 
pointed out that degree of intelligence which is to be de- 
sired in a female companion : — 

" Give me, next good, an understanding wife. 
By nature mine, not learned by much art ; 

Some knowledge on her side wiU all my life 
More scope of conversation impart ; 

Besides, her inborn virtue fortifie ; 

They are most firmly good, who best know why." ^ 

When I censured a gentleman of my acquaintance for 
marrying a second time, as it showed a disregard of his 
first wife, he said, "Not at all, Sir. On the contrary, 
were he not to marry again, it might be concluded that his 
first wife had given him a disgust to marriage; but by 
taking a second wife he pays the highest compliment to 
the first, by showing that she made him so happy as & 
married man, that he wishes to be so a second time." So 
ingenious a turn did he give to this delicate question. And 
yet, on another occasion, he owned that he once had almost 
asked a promise of Mrs. Johnson that she would not marry 
again, but had checked himself. Indeed I cannot help 
thinking, that in his case the request would have been un- 
reasonable ; for if Mrs. Johnson forgot, or thought it no 
injury to the memory of her first love — ^the husband of her 
youth and the father of her children — to make a second 
marriage, why should she be precluded from a third, 
should she be so inclined ? In Johnson's persevering fond 
appropriation of his Tetty, even after her decease, he seems 
totally to have overlooked the prior claim of the honest 
Birmingham trader.* I presume that her having been 
married before had, at times, given him some uneasiness ; 
for I remember his observing upon the marriage of one of 
our common friends, " He luis done a very foolish thing, 

^ A wife, a poem, 1614. 

^ Yet his inquisitiye mind might have been struck by his friend Tom 
Harvey's startling application of the scriptural question to Sir Thomaa 
Hanmer, relative to the lady who was the cause of their contention x^ 
*' In heaven whoie wife ahail she bet"* Luke xx. 33. — Croker, 
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Sir ; lie has married a widow, whea he might have had a 
maid." 

We drank tea with Mrs. Williams. I had last year the 
pleasure of seeing Mrs. Thrale at Dr. Johnson's one morn- 
ing, and had conrersation enough with her to admire her 
talents; and to show her that I was as Johnsonian as 
herself. Dr. Johnson had probably been kind enough to 
speak well of me, for this evening he delivered me a very 
polite card from Mr. Thrale and her, inviting me to 
Streatham. 

On the 6th of October I complied with this obliging 
invitation ; and found, at an elegant villa, six miles from 
town, every circumstance that can make society pleasing. 
Johnson, though quite at home, was yet looked up to with 
an awe, tempered by affection, and seemed to be equally 
the care of his host and hostess. I rejoiced at seeing him 
80 happy. 

He played off his wit against Scotland with a good- 
humoured pleasantry, which gave me, though no bigot to 
national prejudices, an opportunity for a little contest with 
him. I having said that England was obliged to us for 
gardeners, almost all their good gardeners being Scotch- 
men : — Johnson. " Why, Sir, that is because gardening is 
much more necessary amongst you than with us, wluch 
makes so many of your people learn it. It is all gardening 
with you. Things which grow wild here, must be cultivated 
with great care in Scotlajad. Pray now (throwing himself 
back in his chair, and laughing), are you ever able to bring 
the sloe to perfection ? '* 

I boasted that we had the honour of being the first to 
abolish the unhospitable, troublesome, and ungracious 
custom of giving vails to servants. Johnson. " Sir, you 
abolished vails, because you were too poor to be able to 
give them." 

Mrs. Thrale disputed with him on the merit of Prior. 
He attacked him powerfully ; said he wrote of love like a 
man who had never felt it ; his love verses were collie 
verses: and he repeated the song, ''Alexis shunn'd his 
fellow swains," <&c. in so ludicrous a manner, as to make 
us all wonder how any one could have been pleased with 
such fantastical stuff. Mrs. Thrale stood to her gims with 
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great courage, in defence of amorons ditties, wliich Johnson 
despised, till he at last silenced her by saying, " My dear 
lady, talk no more of this. Nonsense can be defended but 
by nonsense." 

Mrs. Thrale then praised G-arrick's talents for light gay 
poetry ; and, as a specimen, repeated his song in ** Florizel 
and Perdita," and dwelt with peculiar pleasure on this 
line: — 

" I'd smile with the simple, and feed with the poor." 

Johnson. " Nay, my dear lady, this will nerer do. Poor 
David ! Smile with the simple ! — what folly is that ? And 
who would feed with the poor that can help it ? No, no ; 
let me smile with the wise, and feed with the rich." I 
repeated this sally to Garrick, and wondered to find his 
sensibility as a writer not a little irritated by it. To 
soothe him, I observed, that Johnson spared none of us ; 
and I quoted the passage in Horace, in which he compares 
one who attacks his friends for the sake of a laugh to a 
pushing ox, that is marked by a bunch of hay put upon 
his horns : ^'foenwm habet in comu.'* * " Ay," said Garrick^ 
vehemently, " he has a whole mow of it." 

Talking of history, Johnson said, " "We may know his- 
torical facts to be true, as we may know facts in common 
life to be true. Motives are generally unknown.* "We 
cannot trust to the characters we find in history, imless 
when they are drawn by those who knew the persons ; as 
those, for instance, by Sallust and by Lord Clarendon." 

He would not allow much merit to Whitfield's oratory. 
"His popularity, Sir," said he, "is chiefly owing to the 
peculiarity of his manner. He would be followed by 
crowds were he to wear a night-cap in the pulpit, or were 
he to preach from a tree." 

» Hor. Sat., i 4-34.— -Etft^or. 

^ This was what old Sir Eobert Walpole probably meant, when his 
son Horace, wishing to amuse him one evening after his fall, offered to 
read him some historical work. " Any thing," said the old statesman^ 
** but history — that must be false." Mr. Gibbon says, " Malheureux 
sort de I'histoire ! Les spectateurs sont trop peu instruits, et les acteurs 
trop int^ress^s. pour que nous puisRions compter sur les r^cits des una 
ou des antres ! " (Misc. Works, vol. iv., p. 410.) — Croker. 
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] know not from what spirit of .contradiction lie burst 
out into a violent declamation against the Corsicans, of 
whose heroism I talked in high terms. ''Sir/' said he, 
** what is all this rout about the Corsicans ? They have 
been at war with the Genoese for upwards of twenty years, 
and have never yet taken their fortified towns. They 
might have battered down their walls, and reduced them 
to powder in twenty years. They might have piQled the 
walls in pieces, and cracked the stones with their teeth in 
twenty years." It was in vain to argue with him upon 
the want of artillery: he was not to be resisted for the 
moment. 

On the evening of October 10, 1 presented Dr. Johnson 
to General Paoli. I had greatly wished that two men, for 
whom I had the highest esteem, should meet. They met 
with a manly ease, mutually conscious of their own 
abilities, and of the abilities of each other. The General 
spoke Italian, and Dr. Johnson English, and understood 
one another very well, with a little aid of interpretation 
from me, in which I compared myself to an isthmus which 
joins two great continents. Upon Johnson's approach, the 
General said, " From what I have read of your works. Sir, 
and from what Mr. Boswell has told me of you, I have 
long held you in great veneration." The General talked 
of languages being formed on the particular notions and 
manners of a people, without knowing which, we cannot 
know the language. We may know the direct signification 
of single words ; but by these no beauty of expression, no 
sally of genius, no wit is conveyed to the mind. All this 
must be by allusion to other ideas. " Sir," said Johnson, 
" you talk of language, as if you had never done any thing 
else but study it, instead of governing a nation." The 
G^eneral said, ** Quesfo e un troppo gran complimento ; " this 
is too great a compliment. Johnson answered, '' I should 
have thought so, Sir, if I had not heard you talk." The 
General asked him what he thought of the spirit of in- 
fidelity which was so prevalent. Johnson. "Sir, this 
gloom of infidelity, I hope, is only a transient cloud passing 
through the hemisphere, which will soon be dissipated, 
and the sun break forth with his usual splendour." " You 
think then," said the General, " that they will change their 
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principles like their clothes." Johnson. "Why, Sir, if 
they bestow no more thought on principles than on dress, 
it must be so." The General said, that " a great part of 
the fashionable infidelity was owing to a desire of showing 
courage. Men who haye no opportunities of showing it as 
to things in this life, take death and futurity as objects on 
which to display it." Johnson. " That is mighty foolish 
affectation. Fear is one of the passions of hiunan nature, 
of which it is impossible to divest it. You remember that 
the Emperor Charles V., when he read upon the tomb- 
stone of a Spanish nobleman, 'Here lies one who never 
knew fear,' wittily said, * Then he never snufEed a candle 
with his fingers.' " 

He talked a few words of French to the General ; but 
finding he did not do it with facility, he asked for pen, ink, 
and paper, and wrote the following note : — 

'^ Xai lu dans la geographie de Lucas de Linda un Pater-noster 
ecrit dans une langue tout-d-fait dtfferente de Vltalienne, et de toutes 
autres lesquelles se derivent du LaHn. L'autevr Vappelh linguam 
Corsicce rusticam : elle a petU'Ctre passi, pen a pen; mats eUe a 
certainement prSvalve autrefois dans les montagnes et dans la cam- 
pagne. Le meme auteur dit la mime chose en parlant de Sar- 
daigne : qu'il y a deux langues dans Vlsle, une des villes, V autre de 
la campagne.'* 

The General inimediately informed him, that the lingua ims- 
tica was only in Sardinia. 

Dr. Johnson went home with me, and drank tea till late 
in the night. He said, " General Paoli had the loftiest port 
of any man he had ever seen." He denied that military 
men were always the best bred men. "Perfect good 
breeding," he observed, " consists in having no jmrticular 
mark of any profession, but a general elegance of manners ; 
whereas, in a military man, you can commonly distinguish 
the brand of a soldier, Vhomme cTepee,'* 

Dr. Johnson shunned to-night any discussion of the per- 
plexed question of fate and free-will, which I attempted to 
agitate : " Sir," said he, " we know our will is free, and 
there's an end on*t." 

He honoured me with his company at dinner on the 16th 
of October, at my lodgings in Old Bond Sti-eet, with Sir 
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Joshua Eeynolds, Mr. €^ar^ick, Dr. Goldsmith, Mr. Murphy, 
Mr. Bicker3taff,^ and Mr. Thomas Davies. Garrick played 
round him with a fond vivacity, taking hold of the breasts 
of his coat, and, looking up in his face with a lively arch- 
ness, complimented him on the good health he seemed 
to enjoy; while the sage, shaking his head beheld him 
with a gentle complacency. One of the company not being 
come at the appointed hour, I proposed, as usual, upon 
such occasions, to order dinner to be served; adding, 
"Ought six people to be kept waiting for one?" "Why, 
yes," answered Johnson, with a delicate humanity, " if the 
one will suffer more by your sitting down, than the six 
will do by waiting." €k>ldsmith, to divert the tedious 
minutes, strutted about, bragging of his dress, and I 
believe was seriously vain of it, for his mind was wonder- 
fully prone to such impressions. "Come, come," said 
Garrick, "talk no more of that. You are, perhaps, the 
worst — eh, eh!" — Goldsmith was eagerly attemjjting to 
interrupt him, when Garrick went on, laughing ironically, 
"Nay, you will always look like a gentleman; but I am 
talking of being well or ill dresV " Well, let me tell you," 
said Goldsmith, " when my tailor brought home my bloom- 
coloured coat, he said, * Sir, I have a favour to beg of you. 
When any*body asks you who made your clothes, be 
pleased to mention John Filby, at the Harrow, in Water 
Lane." Johnson. " Why, Sir, that was because he knew 
the strange colour would attract crowds to gaze at it, and 
thus they might hear of him, and see how well he could 
make a coat, even of so absurd a colour." '^ 

After dinner our conversation first turned upon Pope. 
Johnson said, his characters of men were admirably drawn, 

^ la&BC Bickentafl^ a native of Ireland, the author of Love in a Vil- 
lage, Lionel and Clarissa, the Spoiled Child, and several theatrical 
pieces of considerable merit and continued popularity. This unhappy 
man was obliged to fly the country on suspicion of a capital crime, on 
which occasion Mrs. Piozzi (Anecdotes, p. 16S) relates, that ** when Mr. 
Bickerstaifs flight confirmed the report of his guilt, and Mr. Thrale said, 
in answer to Johnson's astonishment, that he had long been a suspected 
man, < By those who look close to the ground dirt will be seen, Sir,' was 
the lofty reply : ' I hope I see things from a greater distance.' " — 
Croker. 

^ It is due to Boswell's character for minute accuracy to state that Mr. 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 boswbll's life op johnson. 1769. 

those of women not so well. He repeated to us, in his 
forcible, melodious manner, the concluding lines of the 
"Dunciad."^ While he was talking loudly in praise of 
those lines, one of the company ventured to say, *' Too fine 
for such a poem : — a poem on what ? " Johnson (with a 
disdainful look), " Why, on dv/nces. It was worth while 
being a dunce then. Ah, Sir, hadst thou lived in those 
days ! * It is not worth while being a dunce now, when 
there are no wits." Bickerstaff observed, as a peculiar 
circumstance, that Pope's fame was higher when he was 
alive than it was then. Johnson said, his Pastorals were 
poor things, though the versification was fine. He told us, 
with h^h satisfaction, the anecdote of Pope's inquiring who 
was the author of his " London," and saying, he will soon 
be deterre. He observed, that in Dryden's poetry there 
were passages drawn from a profundity which Pope could 
never reach. He repeated some fine lines on love, by the 
former, which I have now forgotten, and gave great ap- 
plause to the character of Zimri. Goldsmith said, that 
Pope's character of Addison showed a deep knowledge of 
the human heart. Johnson said, that the description of 
the temple, in "The Mourning Bride,"* was the finest 
poetical passage he had ever read ; he recollected none in 

Prior has found the tailor's bill for this celebrated suit, dated the very 
same day on which Goldsmith sported it at Boswell's. 

" 1769, Oct. 16, Mr. Oliver Goldsmith, Dr. to William Filby. 
To making a half-dress suit of ratteen lined with satin . ^'12 12 

To tL "pair of bloom coloured hreechea 14 6" 

Life of Goldsmith, ii. 232. — Croker. 

Compare also Forster's Life of Goldsmith, vol. ii., p. 164 (note). — 
Editor, 

^ Mr. Langton informed me that he once related to Johnson (on the 
authority of Spence) that Pope himself admired those lines so nauch, that 
when he repeated them his voice faltered : " And well it might, Sir," 
said Johnson, " for they are noble lines." — J, Bo8weU,jun, 

^ What a lively idea of the tyranny of Johnson's conversation does the 
word ventured give! Boswell was himself the object of this sarcasm. 
<< Boswell lamented that he had not lived in the Augustan age of Eng- 
land, when Pope and others flourished. Sir Joshua Eeynolds thought 
that Boswell had no right to complain, as it were better to be alive than 
dead. Johnson said, ^ No, Sir, Bioswell is in the right ; as, perhaps, he 
has lost the opportunity of having his name immortalised in the Dun* 
ciad." Northcote, Life of Reynolds. — Croker. 

^ How reverend is the face of this tall pile, 
Whose ancient pillars rear their marble heads. 
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SLakespeare equal to it. — " But," said Garrick, all alarmed 
for " the God of his idolatry," " we know not the extent and 
variety oi his powers. We are to suppose there are such 
passages in his works. Shakespeare must not suffer from 
the badness of our memories." Johnson, diverted by this 
enthusiastic jealousy, went on with great ardour : " No^ 
Sir ; Congreve has nature " (smiling on the tragic eager- 
ness of Garrick) ; but composing hunself , he added, '' Sir, 
this is not comparing Congreve on the whole with Shak- 
peare on the whole ; but only maintaining that Congreve 
has one finer passage than any that can be found in Shak- 
speare. Sir, a man may have no. more than ten guineas in 
ti^e world, but he may have those ten guineas in one piece ; 
and so may have a finer piece than a man who has ten 
thousand pounds : but then he has only one ten-guinea 
piece. — What I mean is, that you can show me no passage 
where there is simply a description of material objects,, 
without any intermixture of moral notions, which produces 
such an effect." Mr. Murphy mentioned Shakspeare's 
description of the night before the battle of Agincourt ; but 
it was observed it had men in it. Mr. Davies suggested 
the speech of Juliet, in which she figures herself awaking 
in the tomb of her ancestors. Some one mentioned 
the description of Dover Cliff. Johnson. " No, Sir ; it 
should be all precipice, — all vacuum. The crows impede 
your fall. The diminished appearance of the boats, and 
other circumstances, are all very good description ; but do 
not impress the mind at once with the horrible idea of im- 
mense height. The impresion is divided ; you pass on by 
computation from one stage of the tremendous space to 
another. Had the girl in * The Mourning Bride ' said she 
could not cast her shoe to the top of one of the pillars 
in the temple, it would not have aided the idea, but 
weakened it." ^ 

To bear aloft its arch'd and pond'rous roof, 
By its own weight made steafast and immoveable, 
Looking tranquillity ! — It strikes an awe 
And terror on my aching sight." — Act ii. sc. 1. 
' Mrs. Piozzi (Anecdotes, p. 58) says that Johnson boasted to her how 
he used to tease Oarriek by commendations on the tomb scene in Con- 
greve's Mourning Bride, protesting that Shakespeare had, in the same 
line of excellence, nothing as good : ** All which,'* he would add, ** ia 
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Talking of a barrister wlio liad a bad utterance, some 
one (to rouse Johnson) wickedly said, that lie was unfortu- 
nate in not having been taught oratory by Sheridan. 
Johnson. " Nay, Sir, if he had been taught by Sheridan, 
lie would have cleared the room." Gassick. " Sheridan 
has too much vanity to be a good man." — ^We shall now 
see Johnson's mode of defending a man ; taking hi'm into 
Ms own hands, and discriminating. Johnson. '' No, Sir. 
There is, to be sure, in Sheridan something to reprehend 
and every thing to laugh at ; but. Sir, he is not a bad man. 
No, Sir ; were mankhid to be divided into good and bad, 
lie would stand considerably within the ranks of good. 
And, Sir, it must be allowed that Sheridan excels in plain 
declamation, though he can exhibit no character." 

I should, perhaps, have suppressed this disquisition con- 
cerning a person of whose merit and worth I think with 
respect, had he not attacked Johnson so outrageously in his 
**Life of Swift," and at the same time, treated us his 
admirers as a set of pigmies.^ He who has provoked the 
lash of wit, cannot complain that he smarts from it. 

Mrs. Montagu, a lady distinguished for having written 
an ** Essay on Shakspeare," being mentioned : — Bbtnolds. 
** I think that essay does her honour." Johnson. ** Yes, 
Sir; it does her honour, but it would do nobody else 
honour. I have, indeed, not read it all. But when I take 
up the end of a web, and find it packthread, I do not 
expect, by looking further, to find embroidery. Sir, I will 
venture, to say, there is not one sentence of true criticism 
in her book." Gassick. " But, Sir, surely it shows how 
much Voltaire has mistaken Shakspeare, which nobody else 
has done." Johnson. " Sir, nobody else has thought it 
worth while. And what merit is there in that ? You may 
as well praise a school-master for whipping a boy who has 
construed ill. No, Sir, there is no real criticism in it: 

strictly true; but that is no reason for supposine that Congreve is 
to stand in competition with Shakespeare ; these feUows know not how 
to blame, or how to commend.*' — Croker, 

^ ** There is a writer, at present of gigantic fame in these days of 
little men, who has pretended to scratch out a life of Swift, but so 
miserably executed as only to reflect back on himself that disgrace, 
which he meant to throw upon the character of the Dean." — Sheridan, 
Life of Swift.— OroArer. 
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none showing the beautj of thonglit, as formed on the 
workings of tiie human heart." 

The admirers of this Essay ^ may be offended at the 
slighting manner in which Johnson spoke of it : but let it 
be remembered that he gave his honest opinion unbiassed 
by any prejudice, or any proud jealousy of a woman 
intruding herself into the chair of criticism ; for Sir Joshua 
Beynolds has told me, that when the Essay first came out,. 
and it was not known who had written it, Johnson wondered 
how Sir Joshua could like it. At this time Sir Joshua 
himself had received no information ccfnceming the author, 
except being assured by one of our most eminent literati,, 
that it was clear its author did not know the Greek 
tragedies in the original. One day at Sir Joshua's table,, 
when it was related that Mrs. Montagu, in an excess of 
compliment to the author of a modem tragedy, had ex- 
claimed, " I tremble for Shakspeare," Johnson said, " When 

Shakspeare has got for his rival, and Mrs. Montagu for 

his d^ender, he is in a poor state indeed." 

Johnson proceeded : *' The Scotchman (Lord Kames) has 
taken the right method in his ' Elements of Criticism.' I 
do not mean that he has taught us any thing ; but he ha& 
told us old things in a new way." MxnftPHY. " He seems 
to have read a great deal of French criticism, and wants to 
make it his own ; as if he had been for years anatomising 

* Of whom, I acknowledge myself to be one, considering it as a piece- 
of the secondary or comparative species of criticism ; and not of that 
profound species which alone Dr. Johnson would allow to be ''real 
criticism." It is, besides, clearly and elegantly expressed, and has done- 
effectually what it professed to do, namely, vindicated Shakspeare from 
the misrepresentations of Voltaire ; and considering how many youngs 
people were misled by his witty, though false observations, Mrs. 
Montagu's Essay was of service to Shakspeare with a certain class of 
readers, and is, therefore, entitled to praise. Johnson, I am assured,, 
allowed the merit which I have stated, saying (with reference to Voltaire), 
** It is conclusive cui hominem," 

Horace Walpole has preserved an admirable reply of hers on the sub-^ 
ject of Voltaire. She happened to be present at a sitting of VAcad6mie 
Franfaise, when a violent invective against Shakespeare by Voltaire was 
read. Snard, the secretary, said to her, *' Je croia, Madame que vous Ste$-- 
un peufdch£e de ce que vous venez d'entendre,'* She replied with admir- 
able good taste and good manners, "Mai, Monsieur? — Poin^ du tout — Je 
ne miis pas amie de M, de Voltaire,^ Lett, to Mann, Dec. 1, 1776.-^ 
Croker, 
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the heart of man, and peeping into every cranny of it." 
■Goldsmith. " It is easier to write that book than to read 
it." Johnson. *' We have an example of true criticism in 
Burke's * Essay on the Sublime and Beautiful ; ' and, if I 
recollect, there is also Du Bos,^ and Bouhours,* who shows 
all beauty to depend on truth. There is no great merit in 
telling how many plays have ghosts in them, and how this 
ghost is better than that. You must show how terror is 
impressed on the human heart. In the description of 
Night in " Macbeth," the beetle and the bat detract from 
the general idea of darkness — ^inspissated gloom."' 

Politics being mentioned, he said, " This petitioning is a 
new mode of distressing government, and a mighty easy 
•one. I will undertake to get petitions either against quarter 
guineas or half guineas, with the help of a little hot wine. 
There must be no yielding to encourage this. The object 
is not important enough. We "are not to blow up half a 
dozen palaces, because one cottage is burning." 

The conversation then took another turn. Johnson. 
•** It is amazing what ignorance of certain points one some- 
times finds in men of eminence. A wit about town, who 
wrote Latin bawdy verses, asked me, how it happened that 
England and Scotland, which were once two kingdoms, 
were now one : — and Sir Fletcher Norton did not seem to 
know that there were such publications as the Eeviews." 

" The ballad of Hardyknute * has no great merit if it be 
really ancient. People talk of nature. But mere obvious 
nature may be exhibited with very little power of mind." 

* Dubos (Jean Baptiste), bom at Beauvais, Dec. 1670, died at Paris, 
March 23, 1742. His Reflexions Critiques sur la Poisieet la PeiiUure, 
Paris, 1719, 2 vols., l2ino, were much read. " C'est le livre le plus utile 
qu'on ait jamais ecrit sur ces mati^res chez aucune des nations de 
FEurope." Voltaire, Sidcle de Louis XIY, -^Editor, 

^ Bouhours (Dominique) was bom at Paris 1628, and died there May 
27, 1702. His Manitre de bien pen^er dans les oumuges cPesprit, Paris, 
1687, in 4to, has been often reprinted. — Editor, 

» "Ere the bat hath flown 

His cloistered flight ; ere to black Hecat's summons 
The shard-borne beetle, with his drowsy hums, 
Hath rung night's yawning peal, there shall be done 
A deed of dreadful note.** — Act iii. so. 2. 
^ It is unquestionably a modem fiction. It was written by Sir John 
23ruce of Kinross, and first published at Edinburgh in folio, 1719. See 



Digitized by 



Google 



«T. 60. boswell's life or johkson. 95 

On Thursday, October 19, 1 passed the evening with him 
at bis house. He advised me to complete a Dictionary of 
words peculiar to Scotland, of which I showed him a speci- 
men. " Sir,** said he, " Eay * has made a collection of 
north-country words. By collecting those of your country, 
you will do a useful thing towards the history of the 
language." He bade me also go on with collections which 
I was making upon the antiquities of Scotland. '* Make a 
lai^e book ; a folio." Boswell. " But of what use will it 
be, Sir ? " Johnson. " Never mind the use ; do it." 

I complained that he had not mentioned Garrick in his 
Preface to Shakespeare; and asked him if he did not 
admire him. Johnson. " Yes, as * a poor player, who frets 
und struts his hour upon the stage ; ' — as a shadow." 
Boswell. "But has he not brought Shakspeare into 
notice?" Johnson. "Sir, to allow that, would be to 
lampoon the age. Many of Shakspeare's plays are the 
worse for being acted : * Macbeth,' for instance." Boswell. 
" What, Sir, is nothing gained by decoration and action ? 
Indeed, I do wish i£at you had mentioned Garrick." 
Johnson. " My dear Sir, had I mentioned him, I must 
have mentioned many more ; Mrs. Pritchard, Mrs. Gibber 
— ^nay, and Mr. Gibber too ; he too altered Shakspeare." 
Boswell. " You have read his * Apology,' " Sir ? " John- 
son. "Yes, it is very entertaining. But as for Gibber 
himself, taking from bis conversation all that he ought not 
to have said, he was a poor creature. I remember when he 
brought me one of his Odes to have my opinion of it, I 
could not bear such nonsense, and would not let him read 

Percy's Beliqnes of Ancient English Poetry, vol. ii., pp. 96, 111, fourth 
edition. — Malone. 

Mr. Robert Chambers, of Edinburgh, who has favoured me with 
several notes and corrections, says, that the real author of the ballad 
was Elizabeth Halket, daughter of Sir Charles Halket, of Pitferrane, 
Bart., and wife of Sir Henrj Wardlaw, of Pitreavie, Bart. : she died 
abou 1 1 727 . The reason why Sir John Bruce's name has been ment ioned 
was, probably, that she introduced her ballad to the world by the hands 
of that gentleman, who was her brother-in-law. — Oroker, 

The ballad of Hardyknute was the first poem I ever read, and it will 
be the last I shall forget.— Sw* Walter Soott. 

^ In his English Proverbs. Cambridge. 1670. 

^ The Memoirs of himself and of the Stage, which Cibber published 
under the modest title of an Apology for his Life. — Croker, 
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it to the end ; so little respect liad I for that great man ! 
(laughing). Yet I remember Bichardson wondering that I 
conld treat him with familiarity." 

I mentioned to him that I had seen the execution of 
seyeral convicts at Tybnm two days before, and that none 
of them seemed to be under any concern. Johnson. 
" Most of them, Sir, have never thought at all." Boswbll. 
" But is not the fear of death natural to man ? " Johnson. 
" So much so. Sir, that the whole of life is but keeping 
away the thoughts of it." He then, in a low and earnest 
tone, talked of his meditating upon the awful hour of his 
own dissolution, and in what manner he should conduct 
himself upon that occasion: "I know not," said he, 
" whether I should wish to have a friend by me, or have it 
all between God and myself." 

Talking of our feeling for the distresses of others: — 
Johnson. " Why, Sir, there is much noise made about it, 
but it is greatly exaggerated. No, Sir, we have a certain 
degree of feeling to prompt us to do good ; more than that 
Providence does not intend. It would be misery to no 
purpose." BoswELL. " But suppose now. Sir, that one of 
your intimate friends were apprehended for an offence for 
which he might be hanged." Johnson. "I should do 
what I could to bail him, and give him any other assist- 
ance : but if he were once fairly hanged, I shoidd not suffer." 
BoswELL. " Would you eat your dinner that day. Sir ? " 
Johnson. " Yes, Sir ; and eat it as if he were eating with 
me. Why, there's Baretti, who is to be tried for his life to- 
morrow, friends have risen up for him on every side ; yet 
if he should be hanged, none of them will eat a slice of 
pudding the less. Sir, that sympathetic feeling goes a 
very little way in depressing the mind." 

I told him that I had dined lately at Footers, who 
showed me a letter which he had received from Tom 
Davies, telling him that he had not been able to sleep from 
the concern he felt on account of " this sad affair of Baretti,*^ 
b^ging of him to try if he could suggest any thing that 
might be of service ; and, at the same time, recommending 
to him an industrious young man who kept a pickle shop. 
Johnson. " Ay, Sir, here you have a specimen of human 
sympathy ; a £riend hanged and a cucumber pickled. We 
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know not whether Baretti or the pickle-man has kept 
Davies from sleep ; nor does he know himself. And as to 
his not sleeping, Sir; Tom Dayies is a very great man; 
Tom has been upon the stage, and knows how to do those 
things : I have not been upon the stage, and cannot do 
those things." Boswell. ** I have often blamed mjseK, 
Sir, for not feeling for others as sensibly as many say they 
do." Johnson. " Sir, don't be duped by them any more. 
Ton will find these very feeling people are not very ready 
to do yon good. Thej pa/y yon hj feeling" 

Boswell. " Foote has a great deal of humour." John- 
son. " Yes, Sir." Boswell. " He has a singular talent of 
exhibiting character." Johnson. " Sir, it is not a talent, 
it is a vice ; it is what others abstain from. It is not 
comedy, which exhibits the character of a species, as that 
of a miser gathered from many misers : it is farce, which 
exhibits individuals." Boswell. "Did not he think of 
exhibiting you, Sir?" Johnson. "Sir, fear restrained 
him ; he knew I would have broken his bones. I would 
have saved him the trouble of cutting off a leg ; I would 
not have left him a leg to cut off." Boswell. " Pray, Sir, 
is not Foote an infidel ? " Johnson. " I do not know. Sir, 
that the fellow is an infidel ; but if he be an infidel, he is 
an infidel as a dog is an infidel; that is to say, he has 
never thought upon the subject." ^ Boswell. " I suppose. 
Sir, he has thought superficially, and seized the first 
notions which occurred to his mind." Johnson. "Why 
then. Sir, still he is like a dog, that snatches the piece next 

^ When Mr. Foote was at Edinburgh, he thought fit to entertain a 
numerous Scotch company, with a g^at deal of coarse jocularity, at the 
expense of Dr. Johnson, imagining it would be acceptable. I felt this 
as not civil to me ; but sat very patiently till he had exhausted his 
merriment on that subject ; and then observed, that surely Johnson 
must be allowed to have some sterling wit, and that I had heard him 
say a very good thing of Mr. Foote himself. '* Ah ! my old friend 
Sam,^ cried Foote, << no roan says better things : do let us have it." 
Upon which I told the above story, which produced a very loud laugh 
from the company. But I never saw Foote so disconcerted. He looked 
grave and angry, and entered into a serious refutation of the justice of 
the remark. *' What, Sir,** said he, " talk thus of a man of liberal 
education — a man who for years was at the University of Oxford — ^a 
man who has added sixteen new characters to the English drama of his 
country !" 

IT. H 
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liim. Bid you never observe that dogs have not the power 
of comparing ? A dog will take a small bit of meat as 
readily as a large, when both are before him." 

" Buchanan/' he observed, " has fewer centos ^ than any 
modem Latin poet. He not only had great knowledge of 
the Latin language, but was a great poetical genius. Both 
the Scaligers praise him." 

He again talked of the passage in Oongreve with high 
commendation, and said, ** Shakespeare never has six lines 
together without a fault. Perhaps you may find seven: 
but this does not refute my general assertion. If I come 
to an orchard, and say there's no fruit here, and then 
comes a poring man, who finds two apples and three pears, 
and tells me, ' Sir, you are mistaken, I have found both 
apples and pears,' I should laugh at him : what would that 
be to the purpose ? " 

BoswELL. " What do you think of Br. Young's * Night 
Thoughts,' Sir?" Johnson. "Why, Sir, there are very 
fine things in them." Boswell. " Is there not less religion 
in the nation now. Sir, than there was formerly ? " John- 
son. " I don't know. Sir, that there is." Boswell. " For 
instance, there used to be a chaplain in. every great family, 
which we do not find now." Johnson. " Neither do you 
find any of the state servants which great families used 
formerly to have. There is a change of modes in the 
whole department of life." 

Next day, October 20, he appeared, for the only time I 
suppose in his life, as a witness in a court of justice, being 
called to give evidence to the character of Mr. Baretti, who, 
having stabbed a man in the street,^ was arraigned at the 
Old Bailey for murder. Never did such a constellation of 

^ **A composition formed by joining scraps from other authors." 
Johnson's Dictionary. — Cro&er, 

^ On the Sd of October, as Baretti was going hastily up the Hay- 
market, he was accosted by a woman, who behaving with great in- 
decency, he was provoked to give her a blow on the hand : upon which 
three men immediately interfering, and endeayouring to push him from 
the pavement, with a view to throw him into a pudi&e, he was alarmed 
for his safety, and rashly struck one of them with a knife (which he 
constantly wore for the purpose of carving fruit and sweetmeats), and 
gave him a wound, of which he died the next day. European Magazine, 
vol. xvi., p. 91, —Wriff hi. 
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genius enligliteii tlie awftd Sessions-liouse, emphaticallj 
called Justice-liall ; Mr. Burke, Mr. Garrick, Mr. Beauclerk, 
and Dr. Johnson : and undoubtedly their favourable testi- 
mony had due weight with the court and jury. Johnson 
gave his evidence in a slow, deliberate, and distinct manner, 
which was uncommonly impressive.^ It is well known 
that Mr. Baretti was acquitted. 

On the 26th of October, we dined together at the Mitre 
tavern. I found fault with Foote for indulging his talent 
of ridicule at the expense of his visitors, which I collo- 
quially termed making fools of his company. Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, when you go to see Foote, you do not go to see 
a saint : you go to see a man who will be entertained at 
your house, and then bring you on a public stage ; who 
will entertain you at his house, for the very purpose of 
bringing you on a public stage. Sir, he does not make 
fools of his company; they whom he exposes are fools 
already ; he only brings them into action." 

Talking of trade, he observed, " It is a mistaken notion 
that a vast deal of money is brought into a nation by trade. 
It is not so. Commodities come from commodities ; but 
trade produces no capital accession of wealth. However, 
though there should be little profit in money, there is a 
considerable profit in pleasure, as it gives to one nation 
the productions of another, as we have wines and fruits, 
and many other foreign articles, brought to us." Boswell. 
** Tes, Sir, and there is a profit in pleasure, by its furnishing 
occupation to such numbers of mankind." Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, you cannot call that pleasure, to which all are 
averse, and which none begin but with the hope of leaving 

* The following is the substance of Dr. Johnson's evidence : — " Dr. 
J, I believe I began to be acquainted with Mr. Baretti about the year 
1753 or 1754. I have been intimate with him. He is a man of Utera- 
tore, a very studious man, a man of great diligence. He gets his living 
by study. I have no reason to think he was ever disordered with 
liqncMr in his life. A man that I never knew to be otherwise than 
peaceable, and a man that I take to be rather timorous.— Q. Was he 
addicted to pick up women in the streets ? — Dr. J. I never knew that 
ha was. — Q. How is he as to eyesight ? — ^Dr. J. He does not see me 
now, nor do I see him. I do not believe he could be capable of assault- 
ing any body in the street, without g^at provocation." Gentleman's 
Magazine. — Oroker, 
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off ; a thing wbich men dislike "before they have tried it, 
and when they have tried it." Boswell. " But, Sir, the 
mind must be employed, and we grow weary when idle." 
Johnson. "That is. Sir, because others being busy, we 
want company ; but if we were all idle, there would be no 
growing weary ; we shoidd all entertain one another. There 
is, indeed, this in trade ; — ^it gives men an opportunity of 
improving their situation. If there were no trade, many 
who are poor woidd always remain poor. But no man 
loves labour for itself." Boswell. " Yes, Sir, I know a 
person who does.^ He is a very laborious Judge, and he 
loves the labour." Johnson. " Sir, that is because he 
loves respect and distinction. Could he have them without 
labour, he would like it less." Boswell. " He tells me 
he likes it for itself." Johnson. "Why, Sir, he fancies 
so, because he is not accustomed to abstract." 

We went home to his house to tea. Mrs. Williams made 
it with sufficient dexterity, notwithstanding her blindness, 
though her manner of satisfying herself that the cups were 
full enough, appeared to me a little awkward ; for I fancied 
she put her finger down a certain way, till she felt the tea 
touch it.* In my first elation at being allowed the privilege 
of attending Dr. Johnson at his late visits to this lady, 
which was like being e secretioribvs consUiis, I willingly 
drank cup after cup, as if it had been the Heliconian spring. 
But as the charm of novelty went off, I grew more fas- 
tidious ; and besides, I discovered that she was of a peevish 
temper. 

There was a pretty large circle this evening. Dr. John- 
son was in very good humour, lively, and ready to talk 
upon all subjects. Mr. Ferguson, the seK-taught philo- 
sopher,® told him of a new-invented machine which went 

^ His father, Lord Auchinleck. — Oroker, 

^ I have since had reason to think that I was mistaken ; for I have 
been informed by a lady, who was long intimate with her, and likely to 
be a more accurate observer of such matters, that she had acquired such 
a niceness of touch, as to know, by the feeling on the outside of the cup^ 
how near it was to being full. 

' James Ferguson was bom in Banff, in 1710, of Tery poor parents. 
While tending his master's sheep, he ac<juired a knowle^pe of the stars^ 
and constructed a celestial globe. This attracted the notice of some 
gentlemen, who procured him further instructions. At length, he went 
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without horses : ^ a man who sat in it turned a handle, 
which worked a spring that drove it forward. "Then, 
Sir," said Johnson, " what is gained is, the man has his 
choice whether he will move himself alone, or himself and 
the machine too." Bominicetti ' being mentioned, he would 
not allow him any merit. ** There is nothing in all this 
boasted system. No, Sir; medicated baths can be no 
better thaoi warm water : their only effect can be that of 
tepid moisture." One of the company took the other side, 
TOaJTitAining that medicines of various sorts, and some too 
of most powerful effect, are introduced into the human 
frame by the medium of the pores ; and, therefore, when 
warm water is impregnated with salutiferous substances, 
it may produce great effects as a bath. This appeared to 
me very satisfactory. Johnson did not answer it; but 
talking for victory, and determined to be master of the 
field, he had recourse to the device which Goldsmith im- 
puted to him in the witty words of one of Gibber's come- 
dies : ** There is no arguing with Johnson ; for when his 
pistol misses fire, he knocks you down with the butt-end of 
it." He turned to the gentleman,' " Well, Sir, go to Bo- 
minicetti, and get thyself fumigated ; but be sure that the 
steam be directed to thy head, for thixt is the peccant paH.*' 
This produced a triumphant roar of laughter from the 
motley assembly of philosophers, printers, and dependents, 
male and female. 

to Edinbnrgh, where he drew portraits in miniature at a nnall price ; 
and this profession he pursued afterwards, when he resided in Bolt 
Court. He died Nov. 16, m^.^Wright. 

His Lectures on Select Subjects in Mechanics, &o. ; his Essays and 
Treatises; his Astronomy, were re-edited by Brewster, Edinburgh, 
1823-1841.— JSaii!or. 

^ '^ The very ingenious Mr. Patence, of Bolt Court, has constructed a 
phaeton which goes without horses, and is built on a principle different 
from anything of the kind hitherto attempted." liondon Chronicle, 
Sept. 11, 1769.'-Wright, 

^ Dominicetti was an Jtalian quack, who made a considerable noise 
about this time, by the use of medicated baths, which were established 
in 1765 in Cheney Walk, Chelsea. In 1782 he became a bankrupt.^ 
Croker. 

> Mr. Boswell himself. Mr. Chalmers told me that Boswell's mode of 
relating Johnson's wit, without confessing that he himself was the 
object of it, was well understood, and much laughed at, on the first 
publication of his work.^Croker, 
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I know not bow so whimsical a thouglit came into mj 
mind, but I asked, " If, Sir, you were sbut up in a castle, 
and a new-bom child witti you, what would you do?" 
Johnson. "Why, Sir, I should not much like my com- 
pany." BoswELL. "But would you take the trouble of 
rearing it ? " He seemed, as may well be supposed, un- 
willing to pursue the subject : but upon my persevering in 
my question, replied, " Why yes, Sir, I would ; but I must 
have all conveniences. If I had no garden, I would make 
a shed on the roof, and take it there for fresh air. I should 
feed it, and wash it much, and with warm water to please 
it, not with cold water to give it pain." Boswell. " But, 
Sir, does not heat relax ? " Johnson. " Sir, you are not 
to imagine the water is to be very hot. I would not coddle 
the child. No, Sir, the hardy method of treating children 
does no good. I'U take you five children from London, 
who shall cuff five Highland children. Sir, a man bred in 
London will carry a burthen, or run, or wrestle, as well as 
a man brought up in the hardest manner in the country." 
Boswell. " Good living, I suppose, makes the Londoners 
strong." Johnson. " Why, Sir, I don't know that it does. 
Our chairmen from Ireland, who are as strong men as any, 
have been brought up upon potatoes. Quantity makes up 
for quality." Boswell. " Would you teach this child that 
I have furnished you with, any thing ? " Johnson. " No, 
I should not be apt to teach it." Boswell. " Would not 
you have a pleasure in teaching it ? " Johnson. " No, Sir, 
I should not have a pleasure in teaching it." Boswell. 
" Have you not a pleasure in teaching men? There I have 
you. You have the same pleasure in teaching men, that I 
should have in teachii^ children." Johnson. "Why, 
something about that." 

Boswell. " Do you think. Sir, that what is called natural 
affection is bom with us ? It seems to me to be the effect 
of habit, or of gratitude for kindness. No child has it for 
a parent whom it has not seen." Johnson. " Why, Sir, I 
think there is an instinctive natural affection in parents 
towards their children." 

Russia being mentioned as likely to become a great 
empire, by the rapid increase of population: — Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, I see no prospect of llieir propagating more. 
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They can liave no more children than they can get. I 
know of no way to make them breed more than they do. 
It is not from reason and prudence that people marry, bnt 
from inclination. A man is poor : he thinks, ' I cannot be 
worse, and so Til e*en take Peggy.'" Boswell. "But 
have not nations been more populous at one period than 
another ? " Johnson. " Yes, Sir ; but that has been owing 
to the people being less thinned at one period than another, 
whether by emigrations, war, or pestilence, not by their 
being more or less prolific. Births at all times bear the 
same proportion to the same number of people." Boswell. 
" But, to consider the state of our own country ; — does not 
throwing a nimiber of farms into one hand hurt popula- 
tion ? " Johnson. " Why no. Sir ; the same quantity of 
food being produced, will be consumed by the same number 
of mouths, though the people may be disposed of in diffe- 
rent ways. We see, if com be dear, and butchers' meat 
cheap, the farmers all apply themselves to the raising of 
com, till it becomes plentiful and cheap, and then butchers' 
meat becomes dear ; so that an equality is always preserved. 
No, Sir, let fanciful men do as they will, depend upon it, 
it is difficult to disturb the system of life." Boswell. 
" But, Sir, is it not a very bad thing for landlords to op- 
press their tenants, by raising their rents?" Johnson. 
" Very bad. But, Sir, it never can have any general in- 
fluence; it may distress some individuals. For, consider 
this : landlords cannot do without tenants. Now tenants 
will not give more for land, than land is worth. If they 
can make more of their money by keeping a shop, or any 
other way, they'll do it, and so oblige landlords to let land 
come back to a reasonable rent, in order that they may get 
tenants. Land, in England, is an article of commerce. A 
tenant who pays his landlord his rent, thinks himself no 
more obliged to him, than you think yourself obliged to a 
man in whose shop you buy a piece of goods. He knows 
the landlord does not let him have his land for less than 
he can get from others, in the same maimer as the shop- 
keeper sells his goods. No shopkeeper sells a yard of 
riband for sixpence when sevenpence is the current price." 
Boswell. " But, Sir, is it not better that tenants should 
be dependent on landlords ? " Johnson. " Why, Sir, as 
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there are many more tenants than landlords, perhaps, 
strictly speaking, we should wish not. But, if you please, 
you may let your lands cheap, and so get the value, part 
in money and part in homage. I should agree with you in 
that." BoswELL. " So, Sir, you laugh at schemes of poli- 
tical improvement." Johnson. " Why, Sir, most' schemes 
of political improvement are very laughable things." 

He observed, " Providence has wisely ordered that the 
more numerous men are, the more difficult it is for them 
to agree in any thing, and so they are governed. There is 
no doubt, that if the poor should reason, * We'll be the 
poor no longer, we'll make the rich take their turn,' they 
could easily do it, were it not that they can't agree. 
So the common soldiers, though so much more numerous 
than their officers, are governed by them for the same 
reason." 

He said, '* Mankind have a strong attachment to the 
habitations to which they have been accustomed. You see 
the inhabitants of Norway do not with one consent quit it, 
and go to some part of America, where there is a mild 
climate, and where they may have the same produce from 
land, with the tenth part of the labour. No, Sir ; their 
affection for their old dwellings, and the terror of a general 
change, keep them at home. Thus, we see many of the 
finest spots in the world thinly inhabited, and many rugged 
spots well inhabited." 

" The London Chronicle," which was the only newspaper 
he constantly took in, being brought, the office of reading 
it aloud was assigned to me. I was diverted by his im- 
patience. He made me pass over so many parts of it, that 
my task was very easy. He would not suffer one of the 
petitions to the King about the Middlesex election to be 
read. 

I had hired a Bohemian as my servant while I remained 
in London ; and being much pleased with him, I asked 
Dr. Johnson whether his being a Boman Oatholic should 
prevent my taking him with me to Scotland. Johnson. 
" Why no. Sir. If he has no objection, you can have none." 
BoswBLL. " So, Sir, you are no great enemy to the Boman 
Catholic religion." Johnson. " No more. Sir, than to the 
Presbyterian religion." Boswbll. "You are joking." 
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Johnson. " No, Sir, I really think so. Nay, Sir, of the 
two, I prefer the Popish." Boswell. "How so, Sir?" 
Johnson. "Why, Sir, the Presbyterians have no church, 
no apostolical ordination." Boswell. "And do you think 
that absolutely essential. Sir ? " Johnson. " Why, Sir, as 
it was an apostolical institution, I think it is dangerous to 
be without it. And, Sir, the Presbyterians have no public 
worship ; they have no form of prayer in which they know 
they are to joia. They go to hear a man pray, and are to 
judge whether they will join with him." Boswell. " But, 
Sir, their doctrine is the same with that of the Church of 
England. Their confession of faith, and the thirty-nine 
articles, contain the same points, even the doctrine of pre- 
destination." Johnson. "Why, yes. Sir; predestination 
was a part of the clamour of the times, so it is mentioned 
in our articles, but with as little positiveness as could be." 
Boswell. " Is it necessary. Sir, to believe all the thirty- \ 
nine articles ? " Johnson. " Why, Sir, that is a question 
which has been much agitated. Some have thought it 
necessary that they should all be believed; others have 
considered them to be only articles of peace,^ that is to say, 
you are not to preach against them." Boswell. "It 
appears to me. Sir, that predestination, or what is equiva- 
lent to it, cannot be avoided, if we hold an universal 
prescience in the Deity." Johnson. "Why, Sir, does 
not God every day see things going on without pre- 
venting them?" Boswell. "True, Sir; but if a thing 
be certainly foreseen, it must be fixed, and cannot happen 
otherwise; and if we apply this consideration to the 
human mind, there is no free will, nor do I see how prayer 
can be of any avail." He mentioned Dr. Clarke, and 

' Dr. Simon Patrick (afterwards Bishop of Ely) thus expresses him- 
self on this subject, in a letter to the learned Dr. John Mapletoft, dated 
Feb. 8, 1682-3 :— 

" I always took the * Articles' to be only articles of communion ; and 
so Bishop Bramhall expressly maintains against the Bishop of Chalce- 
don ; and I remember well, that Bishop Sanderson, when the king was 
first restored, received the subscription of an acquaintance of mine,, 
which he declared was not to them as crticles of faith but peace, I think 
you need make no scruple of the matter, because all that I know so 
understand the meaning of subscription, and upon other terms would 
not subscribe.'' — Malone, 
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Bisliop Bramhill on liberty and Necessity, and bid me 
read South's Sermons on Prayer ; but avoided the question 
wbicb has excruciated philosophers and divines, beyond 
any other. I did not press it further, when I perceived 
that he was displeased, and shrunk from any abridgment 
of an attribute usually ascribed to the Divinity, however 
irreconcileable in its full extent with the grand system of 
moral government. His supposed orthodoxy here cramped 
the vigorous powers of his und^erstanding. He was con- 
fined by a chain which early imagination and strong habit 
made him think massy and strong, but which, had he 
ventured to try, he could at once have snapped asunder. 

I proceeded: "What do you think. Sir, of Purgatory, 
as believed by the Boman Catholics ? " Johnson. " Why, 
Sir, it is a very harmless doctrine. They are of opinion 
that the generality of mankind are neither so obstinately 
wicked as to deserve everlasting punishment, nor so good 
as to merit being admitted into the society of blessed 
spirits; and therefore that God is graciously pleased to 
allow of a middle state, where they may be purified by 
certain degrees of suffering. You see, Sir, there is nothing 
unreasonable in this." Boswell. " But then. Sir, their 
masses for the dead?" Johnson. "Why, Sir, if it be 
once established that there are souls in purgatory, it is as 
proper to pray for themt as for our brethren of mankind 
who are yet in this life." Boswell. " The idolatry of the 
mass ? "---Johnson. " Sir, there is no idolatry in the mass. 
They believe God to be there, and they adore him." 
Boswell. " The worship of saints ? " Johnson. " Sir, 
they do not worship saints ; they invoke them ; they only 
ask their prayers. I am talking all this time of the 
doctrines of the Church of Bome. I grant you that, in 
jpractice, purgatory is made a lucrative imposition, and that 
the people do become idolatrous as they recommend them- 
selves to the tutelary protection of particular saints. I 
think their giving the sacrament only in one kind is 
criminal, because it is contrary to the express institution 
of Christ, and I wonder how the Council of Trent admitted 
it." Boswell. " Confession ? " Johnson. " Why, I don't 
know but that is a good thing. The Scripture says, 
' Confess your faults one to another,' and the priests confess 
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as well as tlie laity. Then it must be considered that their 
absolution is onlj upon repehtanoe, and often upon penance 
also. You think jour sins may be forgiven without penance, 
upon repentance alone." 

I thus ventured to mention all the common objections 
against the Eoman Catholic church, that I might hear 
so great a man upon them. What he said is here ac- 
curately recorded. But it is not improbable that, if one 
had taken the other side, he might have reasoned dif- 
ferently. 

I must however mention, that he had a respect for " the 
old religion" as the mild Melancthon called that of the 
Boman Catholic church, even while he was exerting him- 
seK for its reformation in some particulars. Sir William 
Scott informs me, that he heard Johnson say, '* A man who 
is converted from Protestatism to Popery, may be sincere : 
he parts with nothing : he is only superadding to what he 
already had. But a convert from Popery to Protestantism 
gives up so much of what he has held as sacred as any 
thing that he retains — ^there is so much laceration of mind 
in such a conversion — that it can hardly be sincere and 
lasting." The truth of this reflection may be confirmed by 
many and eminent instances, some of which will occur to 
most of my readers. 

When we were alone, I introduced the subject of death, 
and endeavoured to mamtain that the fear of it might be 
got over. I told him that David Hume said to me, he was 
no more uneasy to think he should not he after i^is life, 
than that he had not been before he began to exist. John- 
son. " Sir, if he really thinks so,* his perceptions are dis- 
turbed ; he is mad : if he does not think so, he Hes. He 
may tell you, he holds his finger in the flame of a candle 
without feeling pain ; would you believe him ? When he 
dies, he at least gives up all he has." Boswell. " Foote, 
Sir, told me, that when he was very ill he was not afraid 
to die." Johnson. " It is not true. Sir. Hold a pistol to 
Footers breast, or to Hume's breast, and threaten to kill 
them; and you'll see how they behave." Boswell. 
'• But may we not fortify our minds for the approach of 
death ? " — ^Here I am sensible I was in the wrong, to bring 
before his view what he ever looked upon with horror ; for 
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althougli, when in a celestial frame of mind, in his " Vanity 
of Human Wishes," he has supposed death to be '' kind Na- 
ture's signal for retreat " from this state of being to " a 
happier seat," his thoughts upon this awful change were in 
general full of dismal apprehensions. His mind resembled 
the Tast amphitheatre, the Coliseum at Bome. In the 
centre stood his judgment, which, like a mighty gladiator, 
combated those apprehensions that, like the wild beasts of 
the arena, were aU around in cells, ready to be let out upon 
him. After a conflict he drives them back into their drais ; 
but not killing them, they were still assailing him. To my 
question, whether we might not fortify our minds for the 
approach of death, he answered, in a passion, ** No, Sir, let 
it alone. It matters not how a man dies, but how he lives. 
The act of dying is not of importance, it lasts so short 
a time." He added (with an earnest look), '* A man knows 
it must be so, and submits. It will do him no good to 
whine." 

I attempted to continue the conversation. He was so 
provoked, that he said, — " Give us no more of this ; " and 
was thrown into such a state of agitation, that he expressed 
himself in a way that alarmed and distressed me ; showed 
an impatience that I should leave him, and when I was 
going away, called to me sternly, " Don't let us meet to- 
morrow." 

I went home exceedingly uneasy. All the harsh obser- 
vations which I had ever heard made upon his character 
crowded into my mind ; and I seemed to myself like the 
man who had put his head in the lion's mouth a great 
many times with perfect safety, but at last had it bit off. 

Next morning [27th October], I sent him a note, stating 
that I might have been in the wrong, but it was not inten- 
tionally ; he was therefore, I could not help thinking, too 
severe upon me. That notwithstanding our agreement not 
to meet that day, I would call on him in my way to the 
city, and stay five minutes by my watch. " You are," said 
I, '' in my mind, since last night, surrounded by cloud and 
storm. Let me have a glimpse of simshine, and go about 
my afEairs in serenity and cheerfulness." 

Upon entering his study, I was glad that he was not 
alone, which would have made our meeting more awkward. 
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There were with him, Mr. Steevens and Mr. Tyers, both of 
whom I now saw for the first time. My note had, on his 
own reflection, softened him, for he received me very com- 
placently ; so that I unexpectedly found myself at ease, and 
joined in the conversation. 

He said, the critics had done too much honour to Sir 
Sichard Blackmore, by writing so much agamst him. 
That in his " Creation," he had been helped by various wits, 
a line by Phillips and a line by Tickell ; so that by their aid, 
and that of others, the poem had been made out.^ 

I defended Blackmore's supposed lines, which have been 
ridiculed as absolute nonsense : — 

" A painted vest Prince Vortiger had on, 
Which firom a naked Pict his grandsire won.*' * 

I maintained it to be a poetical conceit. A Pict being 
painted, if he is slain in battle, and a vest is made of his skin, 
it is a painted vest won from him, though he was naked. 

Johnson spoke unfavourably of a certain pretty volumi- 
nous author, saying, " He used to write anonymous books, 

^ JohnBon himself has yindicated Blackmore upon this very point. 
See the Lives of the Poets, vol. iii, p. 75. 8to. 1791. — J, Bottmlly 
jun. 

^ An acute correspondent of the European Magazine, April, 1 792, has 
completely exposed the mistake of ascribing these lines to Blackmore, 
notwithstanding that Sir Richard Steele, in The Spectator, [No. 43] 
mentions them as written by the author of The British Princes, the Hon. 
Edward Howard. The correspondent above mentioned, shows this mis- 
take to be so inveterate, that not only /defended the lines ay Blackmore's, 
in the presence of Ihr. Johnson, without any contradiction or doubt of 
their authenticity, but that the Rev. Mr. Whitaker has asserted inprint, 
that he understands they were suppressed in the late editions of Black- 
more. " After all," says this inteUigent writer, '* it is not unworthy of 
particular observation, that these lines, so often quoted, do not exist 
either in Blackmore or Howard." In The British Princes, Svo., 1669^ 
now before me, p. 96, they stand thus : — 

" A vest as admired Vortiger had on 
Which from this Island's foes his grandsire won. 
Whose artful colour pass'd the Tyrian dye. 
Obliged to triumph in this legacy." 

It is probable, I think, that some wag, in order to make Howard still 
more ridiculous than he really was, has formed the couplet as it now 
drcnUtes. — [Note in the second edition, vol. i., p. 565. — Editor.] 
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and tlien other books commending those books, in which 
there was something of rascality." 

I whispered him, "Well, Sir, you are now in good 
humour." Johnson. " Yes, Sir." I was going to leave 
him, and had got as far as the staircase. He stopped me, 
and smiling, said, " G^t you gone in ; " a curious mode of 
inviting me to stay, which 1 accordingly did for some time 
longer. 

^niis little incidental quarrel and reconciliation, which, 
perhaps, I may be thought to have detailed too minutely, 
must be esteemed as one of many proofs which his friends 
had, that though he might be chained with had hvmvour at 
times, he was always a good-ncUured man; and 1 have 
heard Sir Joshua Eeynolds, a nice and delicate observer of 
manners, particularly remark, that when upon any occasion 
Johnson had been rough to any person in company, he took 
the first opportunity of reconciliation, by drinking to him, 
or addressing his discourse to him ; but if he found his 
dignified indnrect overtures sullenly n^lected, he was quite 
indifferent, and considered himself as having done all that 
he ought to do, and the other as now in the wrong. 

Being to set out for Scotland on the 10th of November, 
I wrote to him at Streatham, begging that he wotdd meet 
me in town on the 9th; but if this should be very in- 
convenient to him, I would go thither. His answer was as 
follows : — 

TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

" Not. 9, 1769. 
" Dbae Sir, 

" Upon balancing the inconveniences of both parties, I 
find it will less incommode you to spend your night here, than me 
to come to town. I wish to see you, and am ordered by the lady 
of this house to invite you hither. Whether you can come or 
not, I shall not have any occasion of writing to you again before 
your marriage, and therefore teU you now, that with great sin- 
cerity I wish you happiness. I am, dear Sir, your most affec- 
tionate humble servant, ^* Sam. Johnson." 

I was detained in town till it was too late on the 9th, so 
went to him early in the morning of the IQth of November. 
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"Now," said he, "tliat you are going to marry, do not 
expect more from life than life will afford. You may 
often find yourself out of humour, and you may often 
think your wife not studious enough to please you ; and 
yet you may have reason to consider yourself as upon the 
whole very happily married." 

Talking of marriage in general, he observed, ''Our 
marriage service is too refined. It is calculated only for 
the best kind of marriages: whereas, we should have a 
form for matches of convenience, of which there are 
many." He agreed with me that there was no absolute 
necessity for having the marria^ ceremony performed by 
a regular clergyman, for this was not commanded in 
Scripture. 

I was volatile enough to repeat to him a little epigram- 
matic song of mine,^ on matrimony, which Mr. Gkirrick 
had, a few days before, procured to be set to music by the 
very ingenious Mr. Dibdin. 



A Matrimonial Thought 

" In the blithe days of honey-moon, 
With Kate's aUurements smitten, 

I loved her late, I loved her soon, 
And called her dearest kitten. 

'' But DOW my kitten's grown a cat, 
And cross like other wives ; 

Oh ! by my soul, my honest Mat, 
I fear she has nine lives." 



My illustrious friend said, " It is very well, Sir ; but you 
should not swear." Upon which I altered " Oh ! by my 
soul," to "Alas, alas!" 

He was so good as to accompany me to London, and see 
me into the post-chaise which was to carry me on my road 
to Scotland. And sure I am, that however inconsiderable 
many of the particulars recorded at this time may appear 

* Mr. Boswell used (as also did his eldest son, Sir Alexander) to sing 
in oonyirial society songs of his own composition. — Croker, 
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to some, they will be esteemed by the best part of my 
readers as genuine traits of his character, contributing 
together to give a full, fair, and distinct view of it. 

In 1770, he published a political pamphlet, entitled 
"The False Alarm," intended to justify the conduct of 
the ministry and their majority in t^e House of Commons, 
for having virtually assumed it as an axiom, that the 
expulsion of a member of parliament was equivalent to 
exclusion, and thus having declared Colonel Lutterell to 
be duly elected for the county of Middlesex, notwithstand- 
ing Mr. Wilkes had a great majority of votes. This being 
justly considered as a gross violation of the right of 
election, an alarm for the constitution extended itself all 
over the kingdom. To prove this alarm to be false, was 
the purpose of Johnson's pamphlet; but even his vast 
powers were inadequate to cope with constitutional truth 
and reason, and his argument failed of effect ; and the 
House of Commons have since expunged the offensive 
resolution from their Journals. That the House of 
Commons might have expelled Mr. Wilkes repeatedly, 
and as often as he should be re-chosen, was not denied ; 
but incapacitation cannot be but by an act of the whole 
legislature. It was wonderful to see how a prejudice in 
favour of government in general and an aversion to 
popular clamour, could blind and contract such an under- 
standing as Johnson's, in this particular case; yet the 
wit, the sarcasm, the eloquent vivacity which this pamph- 
let displayed, made it read with great avidity ^ at the time, 
and it will ever be read with pleasure, for the sake of its 
composition. That it endeavoured to infuse a narcotic 
indifference, as to public concerns, into the minds of the 
people, and that it broke out sometimes into an extreme 
coarseness of contemptuous abuse, is but too evident. 

It must not, however, be omitted, that when the storm 
of his violence subsides, he takes a fair opportunity to pay 
a grateful compliment to the King, who had rewarded his 
merit : — " These low-bom rulers have endeavoured, surely 

1 The False Alarm, was published by T. Cadell, in the Strand, Jan. 
16, 1770 ; a second edition appeared Feb. 6, and a third j March 18. — 
Wright. 
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witbout effect, to alienate the affections of the people from 
the onlj King who for almost a century has much appeared 
to desire, or much endeayoured to deserve them." And, 
" Every honest man must lament, that the faction has been 
regarded with frigid neutrality by the Tories, who being 
long accustomed to signalise their principles by opposition 
to the Court, do not yet consider, that they have at last a 
King who knows not the name of party, and who wishes 
to be the common father of all his people." ^ 

To this pamphlet, which was at once discovered to be 
Johnson's, several answers came out, in which care was 
taken to remind the public of his former attacks upon 
government, and of his now being a pensioner, without 
allowing for the honourable terms upon which Johnson's 
pension was granted and accepted, or the change of system 
which the British court had tmdergone upon the accession 
of his present Majesty. He was, however, soothed in the 
highest strain of panegyric, in a poem called ''The Re- 
monstrance," by the Eevl Mr. Stockdale," to whom he was, 
upon many occasions, a kind protector. 

The following admirable minute made by him, describes 
so well his own state, and that of numbers to whom self- 
examination is habitual, that I cannot omit it : 

"June 1, 1770. Every man naturally persuades himself that 
be can keep bis resolutions, nor is be convinced of bis imbecility 
but by length of time and frequency of experiment. This 
opinion of our own constancy is so prevalent, that we always 
despise bim who suffers bis general and settled purpose to be 
overpowered by an occasional desire. Tbey, therefore, whom 
frequent failures have made desperate, cease to form resolutions ; 
and tbey who are become cunning, do not tell tbem. Those who 
do not make tbem are very few, but of tbeir effect little is per- 

1 The False Alarm, bis first and favourite pamphlet, was written at 
our house, between eight o'clock on Wednesday night and twelve o'clock 
on Thursday night : we read it to Mr. Thrale, when he came very late 
home from the House of Commons. Piozzi's Anecd. p. 41, -^Cro/cer. 

* The Rev. Percival Stockdale, whose strange and rambling Autobio- 
graphy was published in 1808 t he was the author of several bad poems, 
and died in 1810, at the age of 75. He was Johnson's neighbour for 
some years, both in Johnson's Court and Bolt Court. — Croker, 

U. I 
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ceiyed ; for scarcely any man persists in a course of life planned 
by choice, but as he is restrained from deviation by some external 
power. He who may live as he will, seldom lives long in the 
observation of his own rules. I never yet saw a regular family, 
unless it were that of Mrs. Harriot's, nor a regular man, except 
Mr. — , whose exactness I know only by his own report, and 
Fsalmanazer, whose life was, I think, uniform." ' 

Of this year I liave obtained the following letters : 



TO THE REVEREND DR. FARMER, CAMBRIDGE. 

*< Johnson's Court, March 21, 1770. 

"Sib, 

'* As no man ought to keep wholly to himself any pos- 
session that may be useful to the public, I hope you will not 
think me unreasonably intrusive, if I have recourse to you for 
such information as you are more able to give me than any 
other man. 

"In support of an opinion which you have already placed 
above the need of any more support, Mr. Steevens, a very 
ingenious gentleman, lately of King's College, has collected an 
account of all the translations which Shakspeare might have seen 
and used. He wishes his catalogue to be perfect, and therefore 
entreats that you will favour him by the insertion of such ad- 
ditions as the accuracy of your inquiries has enabled you to 
make. To this request, I take the liberty of adding my own 
solicitation. 

" We have no immediate use for this catalogue, and therefore 
do not desire that it should interrupt or hinder your more im- 
portant employments. But it will be kind to let us know that 
you receive it. I am. Sir, &c., " Sam. Johnson." 



TO THE REVEREND MR, THOMAS WARTON. 

<* London, June 23, 1770. 
"DbaeSie, 

" The readiness with which you were pleased to promise 
me some notes on Shakspeare, was a new instance of your 

1 Prayers and Meditations, p. 95. 
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friendship. I shall not hurry you; but 4k" .^ired by Mr. 
Steeyens, who helps me in this edition, to lei yim know, that we 
shall print the tragedies first, and shall therefore want first the 
notes which belong to them. We think not to inconunode the 
readers with a supplement ; and therefore, what we cannot put 
into its proper place, will do us no good. We shall not begin 
to print before the end of six weeks, perhaps not so soon. I 
am, &c., " Sam. Johnson.** 



TO THE REVEREND DR, JOSEPH WARTON. 

« Sept. 21, 1770. 
*« Dear Sir, 

** I am revising my edition of Shakspeare, and remember 
that I formerly misrepresented your opinion of Lear. Be pleased 
to write the paragraph as you would have it, and send it. If 
you have any remarks of your own upon that or any other play, 
I shall gladly receive them. Make my compliments to Mrs. 
Warton. I sometimes think of wandering for a few days to 
Winchester, but am apt to delay. I am. Sir, your most humble 
servant, " Sam. Johnson.** 



TO MR. FRANCIS BARBER. 
At Mrs. Clapp's, Bishop- Stortford, 

<*LondoD, Sept. 25, 1770. 

" Dear Francis, 

^* I am at last sat down to write to you, and should very 
much blame myself for having neglected you so long, if I did not 
impute that and many other failings to want of health. I hope 
not to be so long silent again. I am very well satisfied with 
your progress, if you can really perform the exercises which you 
are set ; and I hope Mr. Ellis does not suffer you to impose on 
him, or on yourself. Make my compliments to Mr. Ellis, and to 
Mrs. Oapp, and Mr. Smith. 

*' Let me know what English books you read for your enter- 
tainment. You can never be wise unless you love reading. Do 
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sot imagine that 1 shall forget or forsake you ; for if, when I 
gamine jon, I find that you have not lost your time, you shall 
want iio encouragement from yours affectionately, 

"Sam. Johnson/* 



TO THE SAME. 



'December?, 1770. 



" Dear Francis, 

"I hope you mind your business. I design you shall 
stay with Mrs. Glapp these holidays. If you are invited out 
you inay go, if Mr. Ellis gived leave. I have ordered you some 
clothes, which you will receive, I believe, next week. My com- 
pliments to Mrs. Clapp, and to Mr. Ellis, and to Mr. Smith, &c. 
■"— 1 am your affectionate '' Sam. Johnson.** 

During this year there was a total cessation of all corre- 
spondence between Dr. Jolmson and me, without any 
coldness on either side, but merely from procrastination, 
continued from day to day ; and, as I was not in London, 
I had no opportunity of enjoying his company and recording 
his conversation. To supply this blank, I shall present 
my readers with some CoUectanea, obligingly furnished to 
me by the Eev. Dr. Maxwell,^ of Falkland, in Ireland, 
some time assistant preacher at the Temple, and for many 
years the social friend of Johnson, who spoke of him with 
a very kind regard. 

'* My acquaintance with that great and venerable character 
commenced in the year 1754. I was introduced to him by Mr 

^ Dr. William Maxwell was the son of Dr. John Maxwell, Arch- 
deacon of Downe, in Ireland, and cousin of the Honourable Henry 
Maxwell, Bishop of Dromore in 1765, and of Meath in 1766, from whom 
he obtained preferment ; but having a considerable property of his own, 
he resigned the living when, as it is' said, his residence was insisted on ^ 
and he fixed himself in Bath, where he died, so late as 1818, at the age 
of 87. Dr. Maxwell was deservedly proud of his acquaintaooe with 
Johnson, and had caught something of his style of conversation. Some 
of his anecdotes are trifling, others obscure, some misprinted, and several, 
I suspect, misstated ; which is not surprising, as they seem to have been 
written for Mr. Boswell's publication nom memory, a great many yeara 
after the events.-* OoAw. 
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Grierson/ his Majestj^s printer at Dublin, a gentleman of un- 
Gommon learning, and great wit and vivacitj. Mr. Grierson 
died in Germany, at the age of twenty-seven. Dr. Johnson 
highly respected his abilities, and often observed, that he pos- 
sessed more extensive knowledge than any man of hi^ years he 
bad ever known. His industry was equal to his talents ; and he 
particularly excelled in every species of philological learning, and 
was, perhaps, the best critic of the age he lived in. 

'* I must always remember with gratitude my obligation to Mr. 
Grierson, for the honour and happiness of Dr. Johnson's ac- 
quaintance and friendship, which continued uninterrupted and 
undiminished to his death ; a connection that was at once the 
pride and happiness of my life. 

'' What pity it is, that so much wit and good sense as he con- 
tinually exhibited in conversation, should perish unrecorded! 
Few persons quitted his company without perceiving themselves 
wiser and better than they were before. On serious subjects he 
flashed the most interesting conyiction upon his auditors; and 
upon lighter topics you might have supposed — Albano mtuas de 
monte locuias, 

** Though I can hope to add but little to the celebrity of so 
exalted a character, by any communications I can furnish, yet, 
out of pure respect to his memory, I will venture to transmit to 
you some anecdotes concerning him, which fell under my own 
observation. The very minutia of such a character must be 
interesting, and may be compared to the filings of diamonds. 

'* In politics he was deemed a Tory, but certainly was not so 
in the obnoxious or party sense of the term ; for while he asserted 
the legal and salutary prerogatives of the crown, he no less 
respected the constitutional liberties of the people. Whiggism, 
at the time of the Revolution, he said, was accompanied with 

^ Son of the learned Mrs. Gnerson, who was patronised by the late 
Lord Granville, and was the editor of several of the classics. 

Her edition of Tacitus, with the notes of Byckias, in three volumes, 
8vo., 1730, was dedicated, in very elegant Latin, to John, Lord Carteret 
(afterwards Earl Granville), by whom she was patronised during his 
residence in Ireland as Lord Lieutenant between 1724 and 1730.— 
MaXone. 

Lord Carteret gave her family the lacrative patent office of king's 
printer in Ireland, still enjoyed by her descendants. She was very 
handsome, as well as learned. — Croker. 

The patent has just expired.— P. Cunningham^ 1846. 
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certain principles ; but latterly, as a mere party distinction under 
Walpole and the Pelhams, was no better than the politics of 
stock-jobbers, and the religion of infidels. 

"He detested the idea of governing by parliamentary cor- 
ruption, and asserted most strenuously, that a prince steadily 
and conspicuously pursuing the interests of his people could not 
fail of parliamentary concurrence. A prince of ability, he con- 
tended, might and should be the directing soul and spirit of his 
own administration ; in short, his own minister, and not the mere 
head of a party ; and then, and not till then, would the royal 
dignity be sincerely respected. 

" Johnson seemed to think, that a certain degree of crown 
influence over the Houses of Parliament, (not meaning a corrupt 
and shameful dependence) was very salutary, nay, even necessary, 
in our mixed government. ' For,* said he, * if the members were 
under no crown influence, and disqualified from receiving any 
gratification from Court, and resembled, as they possibly might, 
Pym and Haslerig, and othei" stubborn and sturdy members of 
the Long Parliament, the wheels of government would be totally 
obstructed. Such men would oppose, merely to show their 
power, from envy, jealousy, and perversity of disposition ; and, 
not gaining themselves, would hate and oppose all who did : not 
loving the person of the prince, and conceiving they owed him 
little gratitude, from the mere spirit of insolence and contra- 
diction, they would oppose and thwart him upon all occasions.* 

" The inseparable imperfection annexed to all human govern- 
ments consisted, he said, in not being able to create a sufficient 
fund of virtue and principle to carry the laws into due and 
eflectual execution. Wisdom might plan, but virtue alone could 
execute. And where could sufficient virtue be found ? A variety 
of delegated, and often discretionary, powers must be entrusted 
somewhere ; which, if not governed by integrity and conscience, 
would necessarily be abused, till at last the constable would sell 
his for a shilling. 

** This excellent person was sometimes charged with abetting 
slavish and arbitrary principles of government. Nothing, in my 
opinion, could be a grosser calumny and misrepresentation ; for 
how can it be rationally supposed, that he should adopt such 
pernicious and absurd opinions, who supported his philosophical 
character with so much dignity, was extremely jealous of his 
personal liberty and independence, and could not brook the 



Digitized by 



Google 



JBT. 61. boswell's lifb of joHirsoir. 119 

smallest appearance of neglect or insult, even from the highest 
personages P 

^' But let us view him in some mstances of more familiar life. 

'^ His general mode of life, during mj acquaintance, seemed to 
be pretty uniform. About twelve o^clock I commonly visited 
him, and frequently found him in bed, or declaiming over his tea, 
which he drank very plentifully. He generally had a levee of 
morning visitors, chiefly men of letters; Hawkesworth, Gold- 
smith, Murphy, Langton, Steevens, Beauclerk, &c., &c., and 
sometimes learned ladies; particularly I remember a French 
lady ^ of wit and Cushion doing him the honour of a visit. He 
seemed to me to be considered as a kind of public oracle, whom 
everybody thought they had a right to visit and consult; and 
doubtless they were well rewarded. I never could discover how 
he found time for his compositions. He declaimed all the morn- 
ing, then went to dinner at a tavern, where he commonly stayed 
late, and then drank his tea at some friend*s house, over which 
he loitered a great while, but seldom took supper. I fancy he 
must have read and wrote chiefly in the night, for I can scarcely 
recollect that he ever refused going with me to a tavern, and he 
often went to Kanelagh, which he deemed a place of innocent 
recreation. 

*' He frequently gave all the silver in his pocket to the poor, 
who watched him between his house and the tavern where he 
dined. He walked the streets at all hours, and said he was never 
robbed, for the rogues knew he had little money, nor had the 
appearance of having much. 

'< Though the most accessible and communicative man alive, 
yet when he suspected he was invited to be exhibited, he con- 
stantly spumed the invitation. 

" Two young women from Staffordshire visited him when I was 
present, to consult him on the subject of Methodism, to which 
they were inclined. *Come,* said he, *you pretty fools, dine 
with MaxweU and me at the Mitre, and we will talk over that 
subject ; * which they did, and after dinner he took one of them 
upon his knee, and fondled her for half an hour together. 

^ Upon a visit to me at a country lodging near Twickenham, 
he asked what sort of society I had there. I told him, but 
indifferent ; as they chiefly consisted of opulent traders, retired 

> No doubt Madame de Boufflers. See post, sub an. 1775. — Oroker, 
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from business. He said he neyer much liked that class of people ; 
^For, Sir,* said he, ^they have lost the civilitj of tradesmen, 
without acquiring the manners of gentlemen.* 

^' Johnson was much attached to London : he obseryed, that a 
man stored his mind better there, than any where else ; and that 
in remote situations a man*8 body might be feasted, but his mind 
was starred, and his faculties apt to degenerate, from want of 
exercise and competition. ' No place,* he said, ' cured a man*B 
vanity or arrogance, so well as London ; for no man was eithw 
great or good per se^ but as compared with others not so good or 
great, he was sure to find iu the metropolis many his equals, and 
some his superiors.' He observed, that a man in London was in 
less danger of fidling in love indiscreetly, than any where else ; 
for there the difficulty of deciding between the conflicting pre- 
tensions of a vast variety of objects, kept him safe. He told me, 
that he had frequently been offered country preferment, if he 
would consent to take orders ; but he could not leave the im* 
proved society of the capital, or consent to exchange the exhila- 
rating joys and splendid decorations of public life, for the 
obscurity, insipidity, and uniformity of remote situations. 

" Speaking of Mr. Harte,^ Canon of Windsor, and writer of 
' The History of Gustavus Adolphus,* he much commended him 
as a scholar, and a man of the most companionable talents he had 
ever known. He said, the defects in his History proceeded not 
from imbecility, but from foppery. 

"He loved, he said, the old black-letter books; they were 
rich in matter, though their style was inelegant ; wonderfully so, 
considering how conversant the writers were with the best models 
of antiquity. 

"Burton*s 'Anatomy of Melancholy,* he said, was the only 
book that ever took him out of bed two hours sooner than he 
wished to rise.^ 

1 Walter Harte, bom about 1707, A.M. of St. Mary's Hall in Oxford, 
was tutor to Lord Chesterfield's natural son, Mr. Stanhope, and was, by 
his Lordship's interest, made Canon of Windsor : he died in 1774. See 
more of Harie,po8t, March 30, 1781. — Croker. 

s <« Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy is the most amusing and instroc- 
tive medley of quotations and classical anecdotes I ever perused. If the 
reader has patience to go through his volumes, he will be more improved 
for literary conversation than by the perusal of any twenty other works 
with which I am acquainted." Byron's Life and Works, vol. i., p. 144, 
London, lSii2.—Wfiffkt. 
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'* He frequentlj exhorted me to set about writing a Histoiy of 
Ireland ; and archly remarked, there had been some good Irish 
writers, and that one Irishman might at least aspire to be eqnal 
to another. He had great compassion for the miseries and 
distresses of the Irish nation, particularly the Papists; and 
aeyerelj reprobated the barbarous debilitating policy of the 
British government, which, he said, was the most detestable 
mode of persecution. To a gentleman who hinted such policy 
might be necessary to support the authority of the English 
government, he replied by saying, 'Let the authority of the 
English government perish, rather than be maintained by iniquity. 
Better would it be to restrain the turbulence of the natives by 
the authority of the sword, and to make them amenable to law 
and justice by an effectual and vigorous police, than to grind 
them to powder by all manner of disabilities and incapacities. 
Better,* said he, ' to hang or drown people at once, than by an 
unrelenting persecution to beggar and starve them.* The moder* 
ation and humanity of the present times have, in some measure, 
justified the wisdom of his observations. 

'' Dr. Johnson was often Accused of prejudices, nay, antipathy, 
with regard to the natives of Scotland. Surely, so illiberal a 
prejudice never entered his mind: and it is well known, many 
natives of that respectable country possessed a large share in his 
esteem: nor were any of them ever excluded from his good 
offices, as far as opportunity permitted. True it is, he considered 
the Scotch, nationally, as a crafty, designing people, eagerly 
attentive to their own interest, and too apt to overlook the claims 
and pretensions of other people. 'While they confine their 
benevolence, in a manner, exclusively to those of their own 
country, they expect to share in the good offices of other people. 
Now,* said Johnson, ' this principle is either right or wrong ; if 
right, we should do well to imitate such conduct ; if wrong, we 
cannot too much detest it.* 

'* Being solicited to compose a funeral sermon for the daughter 
of a tradesman, he naturally inquired into the character of the 
deceased ; and being told she was remarkable for her humility 
and condescension to inferiors, he observed, that those were very 
laudable qualities, but it might not be so easy to discover who 
the lady*s inferiors were. 

''Of a certain player^ he remarked, that his conversation 
^ No doubt, Mr. Sheridan. — Croker, 
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luually threatened and announced more than it performed ; that 
he fed you with a continual renovation of hope, to end in a 
constant succesHion of disappointment. 

^* When exasperated bj contradiction, he was apt to treat his 
opponents with too much acrimony : as, * Sir, you don't see your 
way through that question : ' — ' Sir, you talk the language of 
ignorance.* On my observing to him, that a certain gentleman 
had remained silent the whole evening, in the midst of a very 
brilliant and learned society, 'Sir,* said he, 'the conversation 
overflowed, and drowned him.* 

" His philosophy, though i^ustere and solenm, was by no means 
morose and cynical, and never blunted the laudable sensibilities 
of his character, or exempted him from the influence of the 
tender passions. Want of tenderness, he always alleged, was 
want of parts, and was no less a proof of stupidity than depravity. 

" Speaking of Mr. Hanway, who published ' An Eight Days * 
Journey from London to Portsmouth,* ' Jonas,* said he, ' acquired 
some reputation by travelling abroad,^ but lost it all by travelling 
at home.* 

*' Of the passion of love he remarked, that its violence and ill 
effects were much exaggerated ; for who knows any real safl^er* 
ings on that head, more than from the exorbitancy of any other 
passion f 

" He much commended * Law*s Serious Call,' which, he said, 
was the finest piece of hortatory theology in any language. 
' Law,* said he, ' fell latterly into the reveries of Jacob Behmen, 
whom Law alleged to have been somewhat in the same state with 
St. Paul, and to have seen unutterable things. Were it even so,' 
said Johnson, * Jacob would have resembled St. Paul still more, 
by not attempting to utter them.* 

** He observed, that the established clergy in general did not 
preach plain enough; and that polished periods and glittering 
sentences flew over the heads of the common people without any 
impression upon their hearts. Something might be necessary, 
he observed, to excite the afiections of the common people, who 
were sunk in languor and lethargy, and therefore he supposed 
that the new concomitants of Methodism might probably produce 

^ He had published An Account of tbe British Trade over the Caspian 
Sea, with 'Aitivels through Russia, Persia, Germany, and Holland. 
These travels contain very curious details of the then state of Persia. — 
Croker. 
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so desirable an effect. The mind, like the body, he observed, 
delighted in change and novelty, and, even in religion itself, 
courted new appearances and modifications. Whatever might 
be thought of some Methodist teachers, he said he could scarcely 
doubt the sincerity of that man, who travelled nine hundred 
miles in a month, and preached twelve times in a week ; for no 
adequate reward, merely temporal, could be given for such in- 
defatigable labour. 

" Of Dr. Priestley's theological works, he remarked, that they 
tended to unsettle every thing, and yet settled nothing. 

'* He was much affected by the death of his mother, and wrote 
to me to come and assist him to compose his mind ; which, indeed, 
I found greatly agitated. He lamented that all serious and 
religious conversation was banished from the society of men, and 
yet great advantages might be derived fix)m it. All acknow- 
ledged, he said, what hardly any body practised, the obligations 
we were under of making the concerns of eternity the governing 
principles of our lives. Every man, he observed, at last wishes 
for retreat : he sees his expectations frustrated in the world, and 
begins to wean himself from it, and to prepare for everlasting 
separation. 

*^ He observed, that the influence of London now extended 
every where, and that from all manner of communication being 
opened, there shortly would be no remains of the ancient 
simplicity, or places of cheap retreat to be found. 

" He was no admirer of blank verse, and said it always failed, 
unless sustained by the dignity of the subject. In blank verse, 
he said, the language suffered more distortion, to keep it out of 
prose, than any inconvenience or limitation to be apprehended 
fit)m the shackles and circumspection of rhyme. 

" He reproved me once for saying grace without mention of 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and hoped in future I would 
be more mindful of the apostolical injunction. 

" He refused to go out of a room before me at Mr. Langton^s 
house, saying he hoped he knew his rank better than to presume 
to take place of a doctor in divinity. I mention such little 
anecdotes merely to show the peculiar turn and habit of his 
mind. 

** He used frequently to observe, that there was more to be 
endured than: enjoyed, in the general condition of human life , 
and frequently quoted those lines of Dryden:— 
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* Strange cozenagA I none would lire past yean again, 
Yet all hope pleasure from what still remain.' ^ 

For his part, he said, he never passed that week in his life which 
he would wish to repeat, were an angel to make the proposal to 
him. 

^* He was of opinion, that the English nation cultivated both 
their soil and their reason better than any other people; but 
admitted that the French, though not the highest, perhaps, in anj 
department of literature, yet in every department were very high. 
Intellectual pre-eminence, he observed, was the highest 8upe« 
riority; and that every nation derived their highest reputation 
ftom the splendour and dignity of their writers. Voltaire, he 
said, was a good narrator, and that his principal merit consisted 
in a happy selection and arrangement of circumstances. 

" Speaking of the French novels, compared with Richardson's, 
he said, they might be pretty baubles, but a wren was not an 
«agle. 

'* In a Latin conversation with the F^e Boscovich, at the house 
of Mrs. Cholmondely, I heard him maintain the superiority of Sir 
Isaac Newton over all foreign philosophers, with a dignity and 
eloquence that surprised that learned foreigner. It being ob- 
served to him, that a rage for every thing English prevailed much 
in France after Lord Chatham's ^)rious war, he said, he did not 
wonder at it, for that we had drubbed those fellows into a proper 
reverence for us, and that their national petulauce required 
periodical chastisement. 

** Lord Lyttelton*s Dialogues he deemed a nugatory perform- 
Auce. ' That man,* said he, ' sat down to write a book, to tell the 
world what the world had all his life been telling him,* 

*^ Somebody observing that the Scoteh Highlanders,, in the year 
1745, had made surprising efforts, considering their numerous 
wants and disadvantages ; * Yes, Sir,* said he, ' their wants were 
numerous : but you have not mentioned the greatest of them all 
— the want of law.* 

** Speaking of the inward light, to which some Methodists pre- 
tended, he said, it was a principle utterly incompatible with 
social or civil security. 'If a man,* said he, 'pretends to a 
principle of action of which I can know nothing, nay, not so much 

^ Aurengzebe, act ir. so. 1.' The reply of Noarmahnl I never heard 
anybody mention except Dr. Johnson. Danes* Dram. Misc., vol. iii. p. 
160.— P. Cunningham. 
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as that he has it, but only that he pretends to it; how can I tell! 
what that person may be prompted to do ? When a person pro- 
fesses to be governed bj a written ascertained law, I can then 
know where to find him.* 

*^ The poem of Fingal, he said, was a mere unconnected 
rhapsody, a tiresome repetition of ike same images. ' In vain 
shaU we look for the lucidtu ordo, where there is neither end nor 
object, design or moral, nee certa reeurrit. imago,^ 

*' Being asked by a young nobleman, what was become of the* 
gallantry and military spirit of the old English nobility, he 
replied, ' Why, my loixi. Til tell you what is become of it : it is 
gone into the city to look for a fortune.* 

*' Speaking of a dull, tiresome fellow, whom he chanced to* 
meet, he said, ' That fellow seems to me to possess but one idea^ 
and that is a wrong one.* 

''Much inquiry having been made concerning a gentleman^ 
who had quitted a company where Johnson was, and no informa- 
tion being obtained, at last Johnson observed, that ' he did not 
care to speak ill of any man behind his back, but he believed the* 
gentleman was an attorney,' 

" He spoke with much contempt of the notice taken of Wood- 
house, the poetical shoemaker. He said, it was all vanity and 
childishness ; and that such objects were, to those who patronised* 
them, mere mirrors of their own superiority. * They had better,'' 
said he, ' furnish the man with good implements for his trade,, 
than raise subscriptions for his poems. He may make an excel- 
lent shoemaker, but can never make a good poet. A schoolboy's* 
exercise may be a pretty thing for a schoolboy ; but it is no treat 
for a man.** 

" Speaking of Boethius, who was the favourite writer of the- 
middle ages, he said, it was very surprising that, upon such a 
subject, and in such a situation, he should be magis philoeophus 
quam CkristianuM, 

" Speaking of Arthur Murphy, whom he very much loved, * I 
don*t know,* said he, ' that Arthur can be classed with the very 
first dramatic writers : yet at present I doubt much whether we 
have any thing superior to Arthur.* 

" Speiciking of the national debt, he said, * it was an idle dream 
to suppose that the country could sink under it. Let the public 
creditors be ever so clamorous, the interest of millions must ever 
prevail over that of thousands.* 
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** Of Dr. Kennicotfs CollatioDB,^ he observed, that ' though the 
text should not be much mended thereby, yet it was no small ad- 
vantage to know that we had as good a text as the most consum- 
mate industry and diligence could procure.* 

" Johnson observed, * that so many objections might be made 
to every thiog, that nothing could overcome them but the neces- 
sity of doing something. No man would be of any profession, 
as simply opposed to not being of it ; but every one must do 
something.* 

** He remarked, that a London parish was a very comfortless 
thing : for the clergyman seldom knew the fiice of one out of 
ten of his parishioners. 

** Of the late Mr. Mallet he spoke with no great respect : said, 
he was ready for any dirty job ; that he had wrote against Byng 
at the instigation of the ministry, and was equally ready to write 
for him, provided he found his account in it. 

" A gentleman who had been very imhappy in marriage, mar- 
ried immediately after his wife died : Johnson said, it was the 
triumph of hope over experience. 

'* He observed, that a man of sense and education should meet 
A suitable companion in a wife. It was a miserable thing when 
the conversation could only be such as, whether the mutton 
jshould be boiled or roasted, and probably a dispute about 
that 

** He did not approve of late marriages, observing that more 
was lost in point of time, than compensated for by any possible 
;advantages. Even ill-assorted marriages were preferable to 
<!heerless celibacy. 

" Of old Sheridan he remarked, that he neither wanted parts 
nor literature ; but that his vanity and Quixotism obscured his 
merits. 

** He said, foppery was never cured ; it was the bad stamina of 

' Dr. Benjamin Kennioott, bom in 1718, A.M.,aad Fellow of Exeter 
0)llege, Oxford, in 1750, and D.D. in 1760, — having distinguished him - 
self by a learned dissertation on the state of the Hebrew text of the Old 
Testament, was, about 1759, persuaded by ArchbiEdiiop Seeker, and e n- 
conraged by a large subscription, to undertake a collation of all the 
Hebrew MSS. of the Old Testament. The first volume of his learned 
labour was, however, not published till 1776 ; and the second, with a 
.general dissertation, completed the work in 1783. He was Badcliffe 
Librarian, and canon of Christ Church ; in which cathedral he was buried 
in 17 SB,— Croker, 
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the mind, which, like those of the body, were never rectified : 
once a coxcomb, and always a coxcomb. 

** Being told that Gilbert Cooper called him the Caliban of 
literature. * Well,* said he, * I must dub him the Punchinello.* ^ 

'' Speaking of the old Earl of Cork and Orrery, he said, * That 
man spent his life in catching at an object (literary •minence), 
which he had not power to grasp.* 

'' To find a substitution for violated morality, he said, was the 
leading feature in all perversions of religion. 

*' He often used to quote, with great pathos, those fine lines of 
Virgil:— 

^ (>>tima quaeqae dies miserls mortalibus aevi 
Pruna fugit; sabeant morbi, tristisque senectus, 
£t labor, et dursB rapit inclementia mortis.' ' 

*' Speaking of Homer, whom he venerated as the prince of 
poets,' Johnson remarked that the advice given to Diomed ^ by 
his father, when he sent him to the Trojan war, was the noblest 
exhortation that could be instanced in any heathen writer, and 
comprised in a single line : — 

Alkv 6piffTfV€iv Koi vTTtipoxov iiAfuvcu dXXiuv i 

which if I recollect well, is translated by Dr. Clarke thns ! — 
semper appetere prastanHseima, et omnibus aliis antecellere. 

"He observed, *it was a most mortifying reflection for any 
man to consider, what he had done, compared with what he might 
have done,'' 

" He said few people had intellectual resources sufficient to 
forego the pleasures of wine. They could not otherwise contrive 
how to fill the interval between dinner and supper. 

"He went with me, one Sunday, to hear my old master, 

^ John Gilbert Cooper, Esq., author of a good deal of prose and verse, 
but best known as the author of a Life of Socrates, and a consequent dis- 
pate with Bishop Warburton. Cooper was in person short and squab ; 
hence Johnson's allusion to Punch, He died in 1769. — Croker, 

• Georg. iii. 66. 

* Johnson's usual seal, at one time of his life, was a bead of Homer, 
and at another, a head of Augustus, as appears from the envelopes of his 
letters.— C!roAser. 

^ Dr. Maxwell's memory has deceived him. Glaucus is the person who 
received this counsel ; and Clarke's translation of the passage (II vi. 
208) is as follows : — " Vt semper foriissime rem gereremy et superior vir* 
tuts essem tdiis,'*-^, 3aswell,Juu, 
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Grregory Sharpe,^ preach at the Temple. In the prefatory 
prayer, Sharpe ranted abont liberty, as a blessing most fervently 
to be implored, and its continuance prayed for. Johnson ob- 
served, that our liberty was in no sort of danger: — he would 
have done much better to pray against our lieenticiuness, 

" One etening at Mrs. Montagu's, where a splendid company 
had assembled, consisting of the most eminent literary characters, 
I thought he seemed highly pleased with the respect and atten- 
tion that were shown him, and asked him, on our return home, 
if he was not highly gratified by his visit. * No, Sir,' said he, 

* not highly gratified; yet I do not recollect to have passed many 
evenings with fewer obfectioneJ' 

" Though of no high extraction himself, he had much respect 
for birth and family, especially among ladies. He said, ' adventi- 
tious accomplishments may be possessed by all ranks ; but one 
may easily distinguish the bom gentlewoman* 

** He said, * the poor in England were better provided for than 
in any other coimtry of the same extent : he did not mean little 
cantons, or petty republics. Where a great proportion of the 
people,' said he, * are suffered to languish in helpless misery, that 
country must be ill policed, and wretchedly governed : a decent 
provision for the poor is the true test of civilisation. Gentlemen 
of education,' he observed, 'were pretty much the same in all 
countries ; the condition of the lower orders, the poor especially, 
was the true mark of national discrimination.' 

" When the com laws were in agitation in Ireland, by which 
that country has been enabled not only to feed itself, but to ex- 
port com to a large amount, Sir Thomas Bobinson observed, that 
those laws might be prejudicial to the corn-trade of England. 

* Sir Thomas,' said he, 'you talk the language of a savage : what. 
Sir, would you prevent any people from feeding themselves, if by 
any honest means they can do it P ' 

*' It being mentioned, that Garrick assisted Dr. Browne,' the 

• Gregory Sharpe, D.D., F.B.S. and F. A.S., born in 1713. He pub- 
lished some reli|^ons works, and several critical Essays on the Hebrew,, 
Greek, and Latm languages. Maxwell calls him his old master, because 
Sharpe was Master of the Temple when Maxwell was assistant preacher. 
He died in 1771.— CroArer. 

* Dr. John Browne, bom in 1715 ; B. A. of St. John's, Cambridge, in 
1735, and D.D. in 1755 ; besides his celebrated Estimate of the Manners 
and Principles of the Times,— a work which, in one year, ran through 
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author of the * Estimate,' in some dramatic composition, * No, 
Sir,' said Johnson ; * he would no more, suffer Garrick to write a 
line in his play, than he would suffer him to mount his pulpit.* 

*' Speaking of Burke, he said, * 1 1 was commonly observed he 
spoke too often in parliament ; but nobody could say he did not 
speak well, though too frequently and too &miliarly/ 

** Speaking of economy, he remarked, it was hardly worth 
while to save anxiously twenty pounds a year. If a man could 
save to that degree, so as to enable him to assume a different 
rank in society, then, indeed, it might answer some purpose. 

" He observed, a principal source of erroneous judgment was 
viewing things partially and only on one side ; as for instance, 
fortune-hunters when they contemplated the fortunes singly and 
separately, it was a dazzling and tempting object ; but when they 
came to possess the wives and their fortunes together, they began 
to suspect they had not made quite so good a bargain. 

•* Speaking of the late Duke of Northumberland ^ living very 
magnificently when Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, somebody re- 
marked, it would be difficult to find a suitable successor to him : 
^ Then,* exclaimed Johnson, ' he %s only fit to succeed himself,^ 

^'He advised me, if possible, to have a good orchard. He 
knew, he said, a clergyman of small income, who brought up a 
family very reputably, which he chiefly fed with apple dumplings. 

'* He said he had known several good scholars among the Irish 
gentlemen ; but scarcely any of them correct in quantity. He 
extended the same observation to Scotland. 

seven editions, and is now forgotten, — and several religious and miscel- 
laneous works, he was the author of two tragedies, Barbarossa and 
Athelstan. He was a man of considerable, but irregular genius ; and 
died insane, by his own hand, in 1766. — Croker. 

^ Sir Hugh Smithson, who, by his marriage with the daughter of 
Algernon, last Duke of Somerset, of that branch, became second Earl 
of Northumberland of the new creation, was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
from 1763 to 1765 ; he was created a duke in 1766. I suppose Johnson's 
pbrase was meant as an Hibemioismi imitated from Theobald's celebrated 
blunder, in the Trepi pdOovg, 

" None but himself can be his parallel ! ** 

which, however, Warton discovered to be itself borrowed from Seneca's 
Hercules Furens^ 

" Queris Alcidse parem ? 

Nemo, nisi ipse." i. 84. 
— Oroker. 

U. K 
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" Speaking of a certain prelate,* who exerted himself very 
laudably in building churches and parsonage houses ; * however/ 
said he, * I do not find that he is esteemed a man of much pro- 
fessional learning, or a liberal patron of it ; — yet, it is well where 
a man possesses any strong positive excellence. Few have all 
kinds of merit belonging to their character. We must not 
examine matters too deeply. No, Sir, a fallible being will fail 
somewhere,^ 

** Talking of the Irish clergy, he said, * Swift was a man of 
great parts, and the instrument of much good to his country. 
Berkeley was a profound scholar, as well as a man of fine imagi- 
nation ; but Usher,* he said, ' was the great luminary of the Irish 
church : and a greater,* he added, * no church could boast of ; 
at least in modem times.* 

"We dined tete-d-tete at the Mitre, as I was preparing to 
return to Ireland, after an absence of many years. I regretted 
much leaving London, where I had formed many agreeable con- 
nections ; * Sir,* said he, * I don't wonder at it : no man, fond of 
letters, leaves London without regret. But remember, Sir, you 
have seen and enjoyed a great deal ; — ^you have seen life in its 
highest decorations, and the world has nothing new to exhibit. 
Ko man is so well qualified to leave public life as he who has 
long tried it and known it welL We are always hankering after 
untried situations, and imagining greater felicity from them than 
they can afford. No, Sir, knowledge and virtue may be acquired 
in all countries, and your local consequence will make you some 
amends for the intellectual gratifications you relinquish.* Then 
he quoted the following Hnes with great pathos : — 

** * He who has early known the pomps of state, 
(For things unknown 'tis ignorance to condemn \) 

And having viewed the gaudy bait, 
Can bol<Uy say, the trifle I contemn ; 

With such a one contented could I live, 
Contented could I die.' ^ 

^ Probably Dr. Richard Robinson, Archbishop of Armagh and Primate 
of Ireland from 1765 to 1795. He was created Lord Bokeby in 1777, 
with remainder to the issue of his cousin, Matthew Robinson, of West 
Lay ton. He built what is called Canterbury Grate, and the adjacent 
quadrangle, in Christ Church, Oxford. — Croker, 

^ Being desirous to trace these verses to the fountain head, after 
having in vain turned over several of oar elder poets with tha hope of 
lighting on them, I applied to Dr. Maxwell, now resident at Bath, for 
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*^ He then took a most affecting leave of me ; said, he knew 
it was a point of duty that called me away. — * We shall all be 
sorry to lose you,' said he : * laudo tamen,* " 

the purpose of ascertaining their author : but that gentleman could fur- 
nish no aid on this occasion. At length the lines have been discovered 
by the author's second son, Mr. James Boswell, in the London Magazine 
for July 1732, where they form part of a poem on Retirement, there 
published anonymously, but in fact (as he afterwards found) copied, with 
some slight rariations, from one of Walsh's smaller poems, entitled The 
Eetirement ; and they exhibit another proof of what has been elsewhere 
observed by the author of the work before us, that Johnson retained in 
his memory fragments of obscure or neglected poetry. In quoting verses 
of that description, he appears by a slight deviation to have sometimes 
given them a moral turn, and to have dexterously adapted them to his 
own sentiments, where the original had a very different tendency. Thus, 
in the present instance (as Mr. J. Boswell observes to me), ^^ the author 
of the poem above mentioned exhibits himself as having retired to the 
country, to avoid the vain follies of a town life, — ambition, avarice, and 
the pursuit of pleasure, contrasted with the enjoyments of the country, 
and the delightful conversations that the brooks, &c. furnish ; which he 
holds to be infinitely more pleasing and instructive than any which 
towns afford. He is then led to, consider the weakness of the human 
mind, and, after lamenting that he (the writer,) who is neither enslaved 
by avarice, ambition, or pleasure, has yet made himself a slave to love, 
he thus proceeds : — 

" * If this dire passion never will be gone, 

If beauty always must my heart enthral, 
O, rather let me be confined by ofie, 

Than madly thus become a slave to all : 

** * One who has early known the pomp of state 
{For thirygs unknown His ignorance to condemn)^ 

And after having view'd the gaudy bait^ 
Can coldly say, the trifle I contemn ; 

** ' In her blest arms contented could I live, 

Contented, could I die. But O, my mind* 
Imaginary scenes of bliss deceive 

With hopes of joys impossible to find.' " 

Another instance of Johnson's retaining in his memory verses by 
obscure authors is given in the Tour to the Hebrides, Aug. 27, 1773. 

In the autumn of 1782, when he was at Brighthelmstone, he frequently 
accompanied Mr. Philip Metcalfe in his chaise, to take the air ; and the 
conversation in one of their excursions happening to turn on a celebrated 
historian [no doubt Gibbon], since deceased, he repeated, with great 
precision, some verses, as very characteristic of that gentleman. These 
lumish another proof of what has been above observed ; for they are 
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In 1771 lie publislied another political pamphlet, entitled 
" Thoughts on the late Transactions respecting Falkland's 
Islands," in which, upon materials furnished to him by 
the ministry, and upon general topics, expanded in his rich 
style, he successfully endeavoured to persuade the nation 
that it was wise and laudable to suffer the question of 
right to remain undecided, rather than involve our country 
in another war. It has been suggested by some, with 
what truth I shall not take upon me to decide, that he 
rated the consequence of those islands to Great Britain too 
low. But however this may be, every humane mind must 
sxirely applaud the earnestness with which he averted the 
calamity of war : a calamity so dreadful, that it is astonish- 
ing how civilised, nay, Christian nations, can deliberately 
continue to renew it. His description of its miseries, in 
this pamphlet, is one of the finest pieces of eloquence in the 
English language. Upon this occasion, too, we find 
Johnson lashing the party in opposition with unbounded 
severity, and making the fullest use of what he ever 
reckoned a most effectual argumentative instrument, — 
contempt. His character of their very^able mysterious 
champion, Junius, is executed with all the force of his 
genius, and finished with the highest care. He seems to 

found in a very obscnre quarter, among some anonymous poems appended 
to the second volume of a oollection frequently printed by Lintot, under 
the title of Pope's Miscellanies : — 

" See how the wandering Danube flows, 

Bealms and religions parting ; 
A friend to all true christian foes, 

To Peter, Jack, and Martin. 

" Now Protestant, and Papist now. 

Not constant long to either. 
At length an infidel does grow, 

And ends his journey neither. 

" Thus many a youth Pve known set out, 

Half Protestant, half Papist, 
And rambling long the world about. 

Turn infidel or atheist." 

In reciting these rerses, I have no doubt that Johnson substituted 
some word tor infidel [perhaps MtLssidmanl in the second stanza, to 
avoid the disagreeable repetition of the same expression. — MaUne* 
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have exulted in sallying forth to single combat against the 
boasted and formidable hero, who bade defiance to " princi- 
palities and powers, and the rulers of this world." 

This pamphlet, it is observable, was softened in one par- 
ticular, after the first edition; for the conclusion of Mr. 
George Grenville's character stood thus: "Let him not, 
however, be depreciated in his grave. He had powers not 
universally possessed : could he have enforced payment of 
the Manilla ransom, he could have counted itJ* Which, 
instead of retaining its sly sharp point, was reduced to a 
mere flat unmeaning expression, or, if I may use the word, 
— truism : " He had powers not omiversally possessed : and 
if he sometimes erred, he was likewise sometimes right." * 



TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ.* 

''March 20, 1771. 
"DbabSib, 

"After much lingering of my own, and much of the 
ministry, I have, at length, got out my paper. But delay is not 
yet at an end. !Kot many had been dispersed, before Lord North 
ordered the sale to stop. His reasons I do not distinctly know. 
You may try to find them in the perusal.' Before his order, a 
sufficient number were dispersed to do all the mischief, though, 
perhaps, not to make all the sport that might be expected from it. 
" Soon after your departure, I had the pleasure of finding all 
the danger past with which your navigation was threatened.* I 
hope nothing happens at home to abate your satisfaction ; but 
that Lady Kothes,^ and Mrs. Langton and the young ladies, are 
all well. 

1 P. 68, Lend. 1771. 

^ This letter appeared for the first time in the Third Edition, ii., 130. 
—Editor. 

' By comparing the first with the subsequent editions, this curious 
circumstance of ministerial authorship may be discovered. — [Note in the 
Third Edition, ii., 131.— Editor,] 

* Probably a canal, in which BIr. Langton was, and his family is, I 
believe, still interested. What the danger was is not now recollected. — 
Croker, 

^ Mr. Langton married May 24, 1770, Jane Lloyd, widow of John, 
eighth Earl of Bothes, who died in 1767. — Malone» 
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" I was last night at the Club. Dr. Percy has written a long 
ballad^ in maajjits; it is pretty enough. He has printed, and 
will soon publish it. Groldsmith is at Bath with Lord dare.* 
At Mr. Thrale's, where I am now writing, all are well, I am, 
dear Sir, your most humble servant, '* Sam. Johnson.*' 

Mr. Strahan, the printer, wbo had been long in intimacy 
with Johnson, in the course of his literary' labours, who 
was at once his friendly agent in receiving his pension for 
him, and his banker in supplying him with money when 
he wanted it ; Who was himself now a member of parlia- 
ment, and who loved much to be employed in political 
negotiation; thought he should do eminent service, both 
to government and Johnson, if he could be the means of 
his getting a seat in the House of Commons. With this 
view, he wrote a letter to one of the Secretaries of the 
Treasury,^ of which he gave me a copy in his own hand- 
writing, which is as follows : — 



MR. STRAHAN TO . 

"New Street, March 30, 1771. 
"Sib, 

"You will easily recollect, when I had the honour of 
waiting upon you some time ago, I took the liberty to observe to 
you, that Dr. Johnson would make an excellent figure in the 
House of Commons, and heartily wished he had a seat there. 
My reasons are briefly these : — 

* The Hermit of Warkworth; London, 1771, 4to. — P. Cunningham, 
^ Robert Nugent, an Irish gentleman, who married the sister and 
heiress of Secretary Craega. He was created, in 1767, Baron Nugent 
and Viscount Clare, and in 1777, Earl Nugent. His only daughter 
married the first Marquis of Buckingham, on whose second son the title 
of Baron Nugent devolved. Lord Nugent wrote some odes and light 
pieces, which had some merit and a great vogue. He died in 1788. 
Goldsmith addressed to him his lively verses called The Haunch of 
Venison. The characters exhibited in this piece are very comic, and 
were no doubt drawn from nature ; but Goldsmith ought to have con- 
fessed that he had borrowed the idea and some of the details from 
Boileau. — Croker, 

3 The Secretaries of the Treasury, at this time, were Sir Grey Cooper 
and James West, Esq. — Croker, 
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*'I know his perfect good affection to his Majesty and his 
government, which I am certain he wishes to support by eveiy 
means in his power. 

" He possesses a great share of manly, nervous, and ready 
eloquence ; is quick in discerning the strength and weakness of 
an argument ; can express himself with clearness and precision, 
and fears the face of no man alive. 

" His known character, as a man of extraordinary sense and 
nnimpeached virtue, would secure him the attention of the 
House, and could not &il to give him a proper weight there. 

" He is capable of the greatest application, and can undergo 
any degree of labour, where he sees it necessary, and where his 
heart and affections are strongly engaged. His Majesty's ministers 
might therefore securely depend on his doing, upon every proper 
occasion, the utmost that could be expected from him. They 
would find him ready to vindicate such measures as tended to 
promote the stability of government, and resolute and steady in 
carrying them into execution. Nor is anything to be apprehended 
from the supposed impetuosity of his temper. To the friends of 
the king you will find him a lamb, to his enemies a lion. 

" For these reasons I humbly apprehend that he would be a 
very able and useful member. And I will venture to say, the 
employment would not be disagreeable to him ; and knowing, as 
I do, his strong affection to the king, his ability to serve him in ^ 
that capacity, and the extreme ardour with which I am convinced 
he would engage in that service, I must repeat, that I wish most 
heartily to see him in the House. 

** If you think this worthy of attention, you will be pleased to 
take a convenient opportunity of mentioning it to Lord' North. 
If his lordship should happily approve of it, I shall have the 
satisfaction of having been, in some degree, the humble instrument 
of doing my country, in my opinion, a very essential service. I 
know your good-nature, and your zeal for the public welfare, will 
plead my excuse for giving you this trouble. I am, with the 
greatest respect, Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

" William Stbahan." 

This recommendatioii, we know, was not effectual ; but 
how, or for what reason, can only be conjectured.^ It is 

^ Hawkins tells us (Life of Johnson, pp. 512-13) that Mr. Thrale 
made a like attempt. ** Mr. Thrale, a man of slow conceptions, but of a 
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not to be believed that Mr. Straban would have applied, 
unless Johnson had approved of it. I never heard him 
mention the subject ; but at a later period of his life, when 
Sir Joshua Reynolds told him that Mr. Edmund Burke had 
said, that if he had come early into parliament, he certainly 
would have been the greatest speaker that ever was there, 
Johnson exclaimed, " I should like to try my hand now." 

It has been much agitated among his friends and others, 
whether he woidd have been a powerful speaker in Parlia- 
ment, had he been brought in when advanced in life. I am 
inclined to think that his extensive knowledge, his quickness 
and force of mind, his vivacity and richness of expression, 
his wit and humour, and above all, his poignancy of 
sarcasm, would have had a great effect in a popular assem- 
bly; and that the magnitude of his figure, and striking 
peculiarity of his manner, would have aided the effect. 
But I remember it was observed by Mr. Flood, that 
Johnson, having been long used to sententious brevity, and 
the short flights of conversation, might have failed in that 
continued and expanded kind of argument, which is re- 
quisite in stating complicated matters in public speaking ; 
and, as a proof of this, he mentioned the supposed speeches 
in parliament written by him for the magazine, none of 
which, in his opinion, were at all Hke real debates. The 
opinion of one who was himself so eminent an orator, must 
be allowed to have great weight. It was confirmed by Sir 

sound judgment, onteKained a design of bringing Johnson into parlia- 
ment. We must suppose that he had previously determined to nimish 
him witd a legal qualification, and Johnson, it is certain, was willing to 
accept the trust. Mr. Thrale had two meetings with the minister, who, 
at first, seemed inclined to find him a seat ; but, whether upon conversa- 
tion he doubted his fitness for his purpose, or that he thought himself in 
no need of his assistance, the project failed. Johnson was a little soured 
at this disappointment : he spoke of Lord North in terms of severity." 

Lord Stowell told me, that it was understood amongst Johnson's 
friends that *^ Lord North was afraid that Johnson's help (as he himself 
said of Lord Chesterfield's) might have been sometimes embarrassing.** 
*^He perhaps thought, and not unreasonably," added Lord Stowell, 
** that, like the elephant in the battle, he was quite as likely to trample 
down his friends as his foes." This, and perhaps some dissatisfaction 
with Lord North, concerning the Falkland Islands pamphlet, may, as 
Hawkins suggests, hare given Johnson that dislike that he certainly felt 
towards Lord North. — &oker. 
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William Scott [Lord Stowell], who mentioned, that Johnson 
had told him that he had several times tried to speak in 
the Society of Arts and Sciences, but " had found he could 
not get on." ^ From Mr. William Gerard Hamilton I have 
heard, that Johnson, when observing to him that it was 
prudent for a man who had not been accustomed to speak 
in public, to begin his speech in as simple a manner as 
possible, acknowledged that he rose in that society to 
deliver a speech which he had prepared ; " but," said he, 
" all my flowers of oratory forsook me." I however cannot 
help wishing, that he had ** tried his hand " in Parliament ; 
and I wonder that ministry did not make the experiment. 
I at length renewed a correspondence which had been 
too long discontinued 1-7- 



TO DR. JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh, April 18, 1771. 
" Mr DEAR Sib, 

" I can now fully understand those intervals of silence in 
your correspondence with me, which have often given me anxiety 
and uneasiness ; for although I am conscious that my veneration 
and love for Mr. Johnson have never in the least abated, yet t 
have deferred for almost a year and a half to write to him." 

In the subsequent part of this letter, I gave him an 
account of my comfortable life as a married man ' and a 

* Dr. Kippis, however, (Biog. Brit, art. J. Gilbert Cooper, p. 266, n., 
new edit.) savs, that he ** onoe heard Dr. Johnson speak in the Society 
of Arts and Manufactores, upon a subject relative to mechanics, with a 
propriety, perspicuity, and energy, which excited general admiration." — 
malone, 

I cannot give credit to Dr. Kippis^s aooount against Johnson's own 
statement, vouched by Lord Stowell and Mr. Hamilton ; but even if we 
could, one speech in the Society of Arts was no test of what Johnson 
might have been able to do in parliament ; and it may be suspected that, 
at the age of sixty two, he, with all his talents, would have failed to 
acquire that peculiar tact and dexterity, without which even great 
abilities do not succeed in that very fastidious assembly. — Croker, 

^ Mr. Boswell had married, in November, 1769, Miss Margaret Mont- 
gomcrie, of the family of the Montgomeries of X«ainshawe, who were 
baronets, and claimed the peerage of Lyie. Dr. Johnson says of this 
lady to Mrs. Thrale, in a letter from Auchinleck, August 23, 177 Ji t— 
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lawyer in practice at the Scotch bar; invited him to 
Scotland, and promised to attend him to the Highlands 
and Hebrides. 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

'* London, June 20, 1771. 
•^Dbab Sib, 

" If you are now able to comprehend that I might neglect 
to write without diminution of affection, yon have taught me, 
likewise, how that neglect may be imeasily felt without resent- 
ment. I wished for your letter a long time, and when it came, it 
amply recompensed the delay. I never was so much pleased as 
now with your account of yourself; and sincerely hope, that 
between public business, improving* studies, and domestic 
pleasures, neither melancholy nor caprice will find any place for 
entrance. Whatever philosophy m^ty determine of material 
nature, it is certainly true of intellectual nature, that it abhors a 
vacuum : our minds cannot be empty ; and evil will break in upon 
them, if they are not pre-occupied by ^ood. My dear Sir, mind 
your studies, mind your business, make your lady happy, and be 
a good Christian. After this, 

■ triatitiam et metus 



* Trades protervis in mare Creticum 
* Partare ventisJ ^ 

" If we perform our duty, we shall be safe and steady, ' Sive 
per,* &c. whether we climb the Highlands, or are tossed among 
the Hebrides ; and I hope the time may come when we may try 
our powers both with cliffs and water. I see but little of Lord 
Elibank,^ I know not why ; perhaps by my own fault. I am this 

" Mrs. B. has the mien and manner of a gentlewoman, and such a 
person and mind as would not in any place either be admired or oon- 
4emned. She is in a proper degree inferior to her husband : she cannot 
riTal him, nor can he ever be ashamed of her." — Croker, 

* Hor. Od. i. 26, 1. 

^ Patrick Murray, fifth Lord Elibank. He had been in the army, and 
served as a colonel in the expedition against Carthagena in 1740. He 
was a man of wit and talents, and wrote some tracts relative to the 8ta> 
tistics and history of Scotland. He died in 1778 set. 75,— Croker. 
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day going into Staffordshire and Derbyshire for six weeks. I am, 
dear Sir, your most affectionate and most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 
In Leicester Fields, 

** Ashbourne, July 17, 1771. 

*« Dear Sm, 

'* When I came to Lichfield, I found that my portrait ' 
had been much yisited, and much admired. Every man has a 
lurking wish to appear considerable in his native place ; and I was 
pleased with the dignity conferred by such a testimony of your 
regard. 

**Be pleased, therefore, to accept the thanks of, Sir, your most 
obliged, and most humble servant, ^* Sam. Johnson.** 

*' Compliments to Miss Reynolds.** 

TO DR. JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh, July 27, 1771. 
"My dear Sir, 

"The bearer of this, Mr. Beattie, professor of moral 
philosophy at Aberdeen, is desirous of being introduced to your 
acquaintance. His genius and learning, and labours in the 
service of virtue and religion, render him very worthy of it ; and 
as he has a high esteem of your character, I hope you will give 
him a favourable reception. I ever am, &c., 

^* James Boswell.** 

TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ." 

At LangtoHy near Spifsby, Lincolnshire. 

"August 29, 1771. 
"Dear Sir, 

" I am lately returned from Staffordshire and Derbyshire. 
The last letter mentions two others which you have written to 

' The second portrait of Johnson, painted by Sir Joshua Reynolds ; 
with his arms raised and his hands bent. It was at this time, it is 
believed, in the possession of Miss Luey Porter. — Malone, 

It is now the property of the Duke of Sutherland.— ^oArer. 

' First published in the Third Edition, i., 137 -S,—Editor. 
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xat since you received my pamphlet. Of these two I never had 
but one, in which you mentioned a design of visiting Scotland, 
:and, in consequence, put my journey to Langton out of my 
thoughts. My summer wanderings are now over, and I am 
•engaging in a very great work, the revision of my Dictionary ; 
from which I know not, at present, how to get loose. If you 
liave observed, or been told, any errors or omissions, you will do 
me a great favour by letting me know them. 

"Lady Rothes, I find, has disappointed you and herself. 
Ladies will have these tricks. The Queen and Mrs. Thrale, 
both ladies of experience, yet both missed their reckoning this 
summer. I hope, a few months will recompense your uneasiness. 

" Please to tell Lady Rothes how highly I value the honour of 
her invitation, which it is my purpose to obey as soon as I have 
disengaged myself. In the mean time I shall hope to hear often 
of her ladyship, and every day better news and better, till I hear 
that you have both the happiness, which to both is very sincerely 
wished, by, Sir, your most affectionate and most humble servant, 

"Sam. Johnson.** 

In October I again wrote to him, tbanking him for bis 
last letter, and bis obliging reception of Mr. Beattie ; in- 
forming bim that I had been at Alnwick lately, and had 
good accounts of him from Dr. Percy. 

In his religious record of this year we observe that he 
was better than usual, both in body and mind, and better 
satisfied with the regularity of his conduct. But he is still 
** trying his ways" too rigorously. He charges himself 
with not rising early enough; yet he mentions what was 
surely a sufficient excuse for this, supposing it to be a duty 
seriously required, as he all his life appears to have thought 
it : — " One great hindrance is want of rest ; my nocturnal 
complaints grow less troublesome towards morning ; and I 
am tempted to repair the deficiencies of the night." ^ Alas ! 
how hard would it be, if this indulgence were to be im- 
puted to a sick man as a crime. In his retrospect on the 
following Easter-eve, he says, "When I review the last 
year, I am able to recollect so little done, that shame and 
sorrow, though perhaps too weakly, come upon me." * Had 
he been jud^ng of any one else in the same circumstances, 

' Prayers and Meditations, p. 104. ' Ibid., p. 109, 
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how clear would he have been on the favourable side. How 
very difficult, and in my opinion almost constitutionally 
impossible, it was for him to be raised early, even by the 
strongest resolutions, appears from a note in one of his- 
little paper-books (containing words arranged for his 
"Dictionary"), written, I suppose, about 1753: — "I da 
not remember that, since I left Oxford, I ever rose early 
by mere choice, but once or twice at Edial, and two or 
three times for the *Eambler.'" I think he had fair 
ground enough to have quieted his mind on the subject, 
by concluding that he was physically incapable of what is^ 
at best but a commodious regulation. 

In 1772 he was altogether quiescent as an author; but 
it will be found, from the various evidences which I shall 
bring together, that his mind was acute, lively, and vigorous. 



TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

« Feb. 27, 1772. 
"Dear Sib, 

'* Be pleased to send to Mr. Banks, whose place of resi- 
dence I do not know, this note, which I have sent open, that, if 
you please, you may read it. When you send it, do not use your- 
own seal. 1 am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

TO JOSEPH iANKS, ESQ. 

"Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, Feb. 27, 1772. 

** Perpetua ambitft bis terrl^ pnemia lactis 
Hsec habet altrici Capra secunda Joris.^' ^ 
"Sir, 

"I return thanks to you and to Dr. Solander, for the- 
pleasure which I received in yesterday's conversation. I could 

* Thus translated by a friend : — 

" In fame scarce second to the nurse of Jove, 
This Goat, who twice the world had traversed rounds 
Deserving both her master's care and love, 
Ease and perpetual pasture now has found." 



Digitized by 



Google 



142 bobwell's life of johvson. 1772. 

not recollect a motto for your Goat, but haye giyen her one. 
You, Sir, may perhaps haye an epic poem from some happier pen 
than, Sir, your most humble seryant, *' Sam. Johnson." 



TO DR. JOHNSON. 

" My dear Sib, 

'^ It is hard that I cannot preyail on you to write to me 
oftener. But I am conyinced that it is in yain to expect from 
you a private correspondence with any regularity. I must, there- 
fore, look upon you as a fountain of wisdom, from whence few 
rills are communicated to a distance, and which must be ap- 
proached at its source, to partake fully of its yirtues. 

****** 

'* I am coming to London soon, and am to appear in an appeal 
from the Court -of Session in the House of Lords. A school- 
master in Scotland was, by a court of inferior jurisdiction, de- 
prived of his office, for being somewhat severe in the chastisement 
of his scholars. The Court of Session, considering it to be 
dangerous to the interest of learning and education, to lessen the 
dignity of teachers, and make them afraid of too indulgent parents, 
instigated by the complaints of their children, restored him. His 
enemies have appealed to the House of Lords, though the salary 
is only twenty pounds a year. I was counsel for him here. I 
hope there will be little fear of a reversal ; but I must beg to 
have your aid in my plan of isupporting the decree. It is a 
general question, and not a point of particular law. * • * * 
Am, &c., ^* James Boswell.** 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"March 15, 1772. 
" Deae Sie, 

" That you are coming so soon to town I am very glad ; 
and stiU more glad that you are coming as an advocate. I think 
nothing more likely to make your life pass happily away, than 
that consciousness of your own value, which eminence in your 
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• 

profession will certainly confer. If I can give you any collateral 
help, I hope you do not suspect that it will be wanting. My 
kindness for you has neither the merit of singular virtue, nor the 
reproach of singular prejudice. Whether to love you be right or 
wrong, I have many on my side : Mrs. Thrale loves you, and 
Mrs. Williams loves you, and, what would have inclined me to 
love you, if I had been neutral before, you are a great favourite 
of Dr. Beattie. 

" Of Dr. Beattie I should have thought much, but that his 
lady puts him out of my head ; she is a very lovely woman. 

" The ejection which you come hither to oppose, appears very 
cruel, unreasonable, and oppressive. I should think there could 
not be much doubt of your success. 

"My health grows better, yet I am not fully recovered. I 
believe it is held, that men do not recover very fast after three- 
score. I hope yet to see Beattie's college : and have not given 
up the western voyage. But however all this may be or not, let 
us try to make each other happy when we meet, and not refer 
oiir pleasure to distant times or distant places. 

" How comes it that you teU me nothing of your lady ? I 
hope to see her some time, and till then shall be glad to hear of 
her. I am, dear Sir, &c., " Sam. Johnson." 



TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ. 

At Langton, near SpiUhy^ Lincolnshire, 

** March 14, 1772. 
" Dear Sie, 

" I congratulate you and Lady Rothes ^ on your little 
man, and hope you will all be many years happy together. Poor 
Miss Langton can have little part in the joy of her family. She 
this day called her aunt Langton to receive the sacrament with 
her ; and made me talk yesterday on such subjects as suit her 
condition. It will probably be her viaticum, I surely need not 
mention again that she wishes to see her mother. I am, Sir, 
your most humble servant, " Sam. Johnson.** 

^ Mr. Langton married the Countess Dowager of Rothes. 
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On the 21 at of March, 1 was happy to find myself again 
in my friend's study, and was glad to see my old acquaint- 
ance, Mr. Francis Barber, who was now returned home. 
Dr. Johnson received me with a hearty welcome ; saying, 
" I am glad you are come, and glad you are come upon 
such an errand:" (alluding to the cause of the school- 
master.) BoBWELL. "I hope. Sir, he will be in no 
danger. It is a very delicate matter to interfere between a 
master and his scholars : nor do I see how you can fix the 
degree of severity that a master may use." Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, till you can fix the degree of obstinacy and negli- 
gence of the scholars, you cannot fix the degree of severity 
of the master. Severity must be continued until obstinacy 
be subdued, and negligence be cured." He mentioned the 
severity of Hunter, his own master. "Sir," said I, 
" Hunter is a Scotch name : so it should seem this school- 
master, who beat you so severely, was a Scotchman. I can 
now account for your prejudice against the Scotch." John- 
son. " Sir, he was not Scotch ; and, abating his brutality, 
he was a very good master." 

We talked of his two political pamphlets, "The False 
Alarm," and " Thoughts concerning Falkland's Islands." 
Johnson. " Well, Sir, which of them did you think the 
best ? " BoswELL. " I liked the second best." Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, I liked the first best ; and Beattie liked the first 
best. Sir, there is a subtlety of disquisition in the first, 
that is worth all the fire of the second." Boswell. 
" Pray, Sir, is it true that Lord North paid you a visit, and 
that you got two hundred a year in addition to your pen- 
sion ? " Johnson. " No, • Sir. Except what I had from 
the bookseller, I did not get a farthing by them. And, 
between you and me, I believe Lord North is no friend to 
me." Boswell. "How so. Sir?" Johnson. "Why, 
Sir, you cannot account for the fancies of men. Well, how 
does Lord Elibank ? and how does Lord Monboddo ? " * 

^ James Burnett, Lord Monboddo, descended from an old Scottish 
family, was bom at Monboddo, the family seat, in October or November, 
1714. He received the rudiments of his education at the parish school 
of Laurence Kirk, of which Ruddiman, when a young man, bad been the 
master. In due time he was sent to the University of Aberdeen, and 
afterwards to Groningen to study civil law. On his return to Scotland 
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BoswELL. " Very well. Sir." Lord Monboddo still main- 
tains the superiority of the savage life." Johnson. " What 
strange narrowness of mind now is that, to think the things 
we have not known, are better than the things which we 
have known." Boswell. " Why, Sir, that is a common 
prejudice." Johnson. "Yes, Sir, but a common preju- 
dice should not be found in one whose trade it is to rectify 
error." 

A gentleman having come in who was to go as a mate in 
the ship along with Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander, Dr. 
Johnson asked what were the names of the ships destined 
for the expedition.^ The gentleman answered, they were 
once to be called the " Drake " and the " Eal^igh," but now 
they were to be called the " Resolution " and the " Adven- 
ture." Johnson. " Much better ; for had the * Ealeigh ' 
returned without going round the world, it would have 
been ridiculous. To give them the names of the * Drake ' 
and the * Raleigh * was laying a trap for satire." Boswell. 
"Had not you some desire to go upon this expedition, 
Sir?" Johnson. "Why yes, but I soon laid it aside. 
Sir, there is verv little of intellectual, in the course. Be- 

he was called to the Scottish bar, and practised as an advocate with dis- 
tinguished success. In 1767 he was raised to the Bench, and took the 
title of Lord Monboddo. The recesses of the Court of Session he devoted 
to the earnest study of Greek literature, and especially of Greek philo- 
sophy. During a series of years, 1779-1799, he published six quarto 
volumes entitled, *'Antieut MetaphysicD." His more known work, 
" The Origin and Progress of Language,'' appeared at Edinburgh, the 
first volume in 1773, the last in 1792. He died, much loved and re- 
spected, at his house in Edinburgh, 1799. 

During his Edinburgh winter Burns the poet was a frequent visitor at 
Lord Monboddo's, and writes of the beauty of his daughter in rapturous 
terms — 

" Fair Burnett strikes the adoring eye." 

In a letter to Mr. Chalmers, December, 1786, he describes her as the 
heavenly Miss Burnett : — '* There has not been anything nearly like her 
in all the combinations of beauty, grace, and goodness d^e great Creator 
has formed, since Milton's Eve on the first day of her existence." The 
fiur Burnett, alash died of consumption in 1790. — Editor, 

^ There was no person in the capacity of mate in either of these ships. 
Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander did not go with this expedition. The rea- 
son which they alleged for abandoning the intention will be found in the 
Annual Register for 1772, p. 108. — Croker, 

II. L 
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sides, I see but at a small distance. So it was not worth 
my while to go to see birds fly, which I should not have 
seen fly ; and fishes swim, which I should not have seen 
swim." 

The gentleman being gone, and Dr. Johnson having left 
the room for some time, a debate arose between the Eev. 
Mr. Stockdale and Mrs. Desmoulins, whether Mr. Banks 
and Dr. Solander were entitled to any share of glory from 
their expedition. When Dr. Johnson returned to us, I 
told him the bubject of their dispute. Johnson. "Why, 
Sir, it was properly for botany that they went out : I be- 
lieve they thought only of * culling of simples.* " 

I thanked him for showing civilities to Beattie. " Sir," 
said he, " I shoiQd thank you. We all love Beattie. Mrs 
Thrale says, if ever she has another husband, she'll have 
Beattie. He simk upon us * that he was married ; else we 

> Dr. Beattie to Mr, Bomell, 

<< Edinburgh, May 3, 1792. 
" My dear Sir, — As I suppose your great work will soon be reprinted, 
I beg leave to trouble you with a remark on a passage of it, in which I 
am a little misrepresented. Be not alarmed ; the misrepresentation is 
not imputable to you. Not having the book at hand, I cannot specify 
the page, but I suppose you will easily find it. Dr. Johnson says, 
speakinff of Mrs. Thrale's family, ' Dr. Beattie sunk upon us that he was 
married or words to that purpose. I am not sure that I understand 
sumk upon us, which is a very uncommon phrase : but it seems to me to 
imply, (and others, I find, have understood it in the same sense,) studious- 
ly concealed from us his being married. Now, Sir, this was by no means 
the case. I could have no motive to conceal a circumstance, of which I 
never was nor can be ashamed; and of which Dr. Johnson seemed 
to think, when he afterwards became acquainted with Mrs. Beattie, that 
I had, as was true, reason to be proud. So far was I from concealing 
her, that my wife had at that time almost as numerous an acquaintance 
in London as I had myself; and was, not very long after, kindly invited 
and elegantly entertained at Streatham by Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. My 
request, therefore, is, that you would rectify this matter in your new 
edition. You are at liberty to make what use you please of this letter. 
My best wishes ever attend you and your family. Believe me to be, 
with the utmost regard and esteem, dear Sir, &c, 

«*J. Beattds." 

I have, from my respect for my friend Dr. Beattie, and regard to his 
extreme sensibility, inserted the foregoing letter, though I cannot but 
wonder at his considering as any imputation a phrase commonly used 
among the best friends. [This letter and the note appear first in the 
third edition, vol. ii. p. 145. — Editor,] 



Digitized by 



Google 



MT. 63. BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 147 

should have shown his lady more civilities. She is a very 
fine woman. But how can you show civilities to a nonen- 
tity ? I did not think he had been married. Nay, I did 
not think a bout it one way or other ; but he did not tell us 
of his lady till late." 

He then spoke of St. Kilda, the most remote of the 
Hebrides. I told him, I thought of buying it. Johnson. 
" Pray do. Sir. We will go and pass a winter amid the 
blasts there. We shall have fine fish, and we will take 
some dried tongues with us, and some books. We will 
have a strong-built vessel, and some Orkney men to navi- 
gate her. We must build a tolerable house : but we may 
carry with us a wooden house ready made, and requiring 
nothing but to be put up. Consider, Sir, by buying 
St. Kilda, you may keep the people from falling into worse 
hands. We must give them a clergyman, and he shall 
be one of Beattie's choosing. He shall be educated at 
Marischal College. Til be your Lord Chancellor, or what 
you please." Boswell. " Are you serious. Sir, in advising 
me to buy St. Kilda ? for if you should advise me to go to 
Japan, I believe I should do it." Johnson. "Why yes. 
Sir, I am serious." Boswell. "Why then. Til see what 
can be done." 

I gave him an account of the two parties in the church 
of Gotland, those for supporting the rights of patrons, 
independent of the people, and those against it. Johnson. 
** It should be settled one way or other. I cannot wish 
well to a popular election of the clergy, when I consider 
that it occasions such animosities, such unworthy courting 
of the people, such slanders between the contending parties, 
and other disadvantages. It is enough to allow the people 
to remonstrate against the nomination of a minister for 
solid reasons." (I suppose he meant heresy or immorality.) 

He was engaged to dine abroad, and asked me to return 
to him in the evening, at nine, which I accordingly did. 

There was a cause for this " extreme sensibility," which Boswell pro- 
bably did not know or had forgotten. Dr. Beattie was conscious that 
there was something that might give a colour to such an imputation. It 
became known, shortly after the date of this letter, that the mind of poor 
Mrs. Beattie had become deranged, and she passed the last years of her 
life in confinement. — Croker. 
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We drank tea with Mrs. Williams, who told us a story 
of second sight, which happened in Wales, where she was 
bom. He listened to it very attentively, and said he 
should be glad to have some instances of that faculty well 
authenticated. His elevated wish for more and more 
evidence for spirit, in opposition to the grovelling belief 
of materialism, led him to a love of such mysterious dis- 
quisitions. He again justly observed, that we could have 
no certainty of the truth of supernatural appearances, un- 
less something was told us which we could not know by 
ordinary means, or something done which could not be 
done but by supernatural power ; that Pharaoh in reason 
and justice required such evidence from Moses ; nay, that 
our Saviour said, "If I had not done among them the 
works which none other man did, they had not had sin.*' 
He had said in the morning, that " Macaulay's History of 
St. Kilda" was very well written, except some foppery 
about liberty and slavery. I mentioned to him that Ma- 
caulay told me, he was advised to leave out of his book 
the wonderful story ^ that upon the approach of a stranger 
all the inhabitants catch cold: but that it had been so well 
authenticated, he determined to retain it. Johnson. " Sir, 
to leave things out of a book, merely because people tell 
you they will not be believed, is meanness. Macaulay 
acted with more magnanimity." 

We talked of the Eoman Catholic religion, and how little 
difference there was in essential matters between ours and 
it. Johnson. " True, Sir ; all denominations of Christians 
have really little difference in point of doctrine, though 
they may differ widely in external forms. There is a pro- 
digious difference between the external form of one of your 
Presbyterian churches in Scotland, and the church in 
Italy ; yet the doctrine taught is essentially the same." 

I mentioned the petition to parliament for removing the 
subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles.* Johnson. "It 
was soon thrown out. Sir, they talk of not making boys 
at the University subscribe' to what they do not under- 

' See p. 64 ante. 

^ The petition drawn np by Archdeacon Blackbume and presented 
Feb. 6, 1772. It was rejected by 217 rotes to ll.-^EdUar. 
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stand ; but tliej ought to consider, that our Universities 
were founded to bring up members for the Church of 
England, and we must not supply our enemies with arms 
from our arsenal. No, Sir, the meaning of subscribing is, 
not that they fully understand all the articles, but that 
they will adhere to the Church of England. Now, take it 
in this way, and suppose that they should only subscribe 
their adherence to the Church of England, there would be 
still the same difficulty ; for still the young men would be 
subscribing to what they do not understand. For if you 
should ask them, what do you mean by the Church of 
England ? Do you know in what it differs from the Pres« 
byterian church? from the Bomish church? from the 
Greek church? from the Coptic church? they could not 
tell you. So, Sir, it comes to the same thing.'' Boswell. 
" But, would it not be sufficient to subscribe the Bible ? *' 
Johnson. " Why no. Sir ; for all sects will subscribe the 
Bible ; nay, the Mahometans will subscribe the Bible ; for 
the Mahometans acknowledge Jesus Christ, as *well as 
Moses, but maintain that God sent Mahomet as a still 
greater prophet than either." 

I mentioned the motion which had been made in the 
House of Commons, to abolish the fast of the 30th of 
January.^ Johnson. " Why, Sir, I could have wished that 
it had been a temporary act, perhaps, to have expired with 
the century. I am against abolishing it; because that 
woidd be declaring it wrong to establish it ; but I should 
have no objection to make an act, continuing it for another 
century, and then letting it expire." 

He disapproved of the Boyal Marriage Bill ; " because," 
said he, "I would not have the people think that the 
validity of marriage depends on the wUl of man, or that 

* Dr. Nowell had preached, as usual, before the House on the 30th of 
January, and had been thanked for his sermon. Some days afterwards, 
Mr. Thomas Townshend complained of certain unconstitutional passages 
in the sermon : and on the 21st of February, after a debate, the thanks 
were ordered to be expunged from the Journals; and on the 2nd of 
March, Mr. Frederic Montagu moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
repeal the observance of that day altogether. This motion was rejected 
by 125 to 97.— Croker. 

By a Royal Warrant, dated Jan. 1 7, 1859, the services for Jan. SOth* 
May 29th, and Nov. 5th, were removed from the Litnrgy, ^Editor, 
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tHe right of a king depends on tlie will of man. I should 
not have been against making the marriage of any of the 
royal family without the approbation of king and par- 
liament, highly criminal." ^ 

In the morning we had talked of old families, and the 
respect due to them. Johnson. " Sir, you have a right to 
that kind of respect, and are arguing for yourself. I am 
for supporting the principle, and am disinterested in doing 
it, as 1 have no such right." Boswell. " Why, Sir, it is 
one more incitement to a man to do well." Johnson. 
" Yes, Sir, and it is a matter of opinion, very necessary to 
keep society together. What is it but opmion, by which 
we have a respect for authority, that prevents us, who are 
the rabble, from rising up and pulling down you who are 
gentlemen from your places, and saying, *We will be 
gentlemen in our turn ? * Now, Sir, that respect for au- 
thority is much more easily granted to a man whose father 
has had it, than to an upstart, and so society is more easily 
supported.*' Boswell. "Perhaps, Sir, it might be done 
by the respect belonging to office, as among the Eomans, 
where the dress, the toga^ inspired reverence." Johnson. 
"Why, we know very little about the Eomans. But, 
surely, it is much easier to respect a man who has always 
had respect, than to respect a man who we know was last 
year no better than ourselves, and will be no better next 
year. In republics there is no respect for authority, but a 
fear of power." Boswell. " At present. Sir, I think riches 
seem to gain most respect." Johnson. " No, Sir, riches 
do not gain hearty respect; they only procure external 
attention. A very rich man, from low b^innings, may 
buy his election in a boroi^h ; but, cceteris pcmbtis, a man 
of family will be preferred. People will prefer a man for 

' It is not very easy to understand Dr. Johnson's objection as above 
stated. Does not the validity of all Tnarrioffea " depend on the will of 
man ? '* that is, are there not in all civilized nations certain legal forms 
and conditionsy requisite to constitute a marriage ? And if it be com«> 
petent to the legislature to make an act highly criminal^ does not that 
imply a competency to forbid it altogether ? I do not understand what 
" the riffhi of a kina " has to do with this marriage act, which went 
rather to increase than to diminish '' the right of the king *' over his 
family. Unless indeed, as Mr. Lockhart suggests, Johnson might have 
been thinking of the divine right of kings. — Oroker, 
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whose father their fathers have voted, though they should 
get no more money, or even less. That shows that the 
respect for family is not merely fanciful, but has an actual 
operation. If gentlemen of family would allow the rich 
upstarts to spend their money profusely, which they are 
ready enough to do, and not vie with them in expense, the 
upstarts would soon be at an end, and the gentlemen would 
remain ; but if the gentlemen will vie in expense with the 
upstarts, which is very foolish, they must be ruined." 

I gave him an account of the excellent mimicry of a 
friend * of mine in Scotland ; observing, at the same time, 
that some people thought it a very mean thing. Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, it is making a very mean use of man's powers. 
But to be a good mimic, requires great powers; great 
acuteness of observation, great retention of what is ob- 
served, and great pliancy of organs, to represent what is 
observed. I remember a lady of quality in this town. 

Lady , who was a wonderful mimic, and used to 

make me laugh immoderately. I have heard she is now 
gone mad." Boswell. " It is amazing how a mimic can 
not only give you the gestures and voice of a person whom 
he represents, but even what a person would say on any 
particular subject." Johnson. "Why, Sir, you are to 
consider, that the manner, and some particular phrases of 
a person do much to impress you with an idea of him, and 
you are not sure that he would say what the mimic says in 
his character." Boswell. "I don't think Foote a good 
mimic. Sir." Johnson, " No, Sir ; his imitations are not 
like. He gives you something different from himself, but 
not the character which he means to assume. He goes out 
of himself, without going into other people. He cannot 
take off any person unless he is strongly marked, such as 
George FauUmer.^ He is like a painter who can draw the 
portrait of a man who has a wen upon his face, and who 

^ This friend, as Sir James Mackintosh informed me, was Mr. Cullen, 
advocate, son of the celebrated physician, afterwards a judge, by the 
name of Lord Cnllen. — Croker, 

^ He settled in Dublin as a printer and publisher, and acquired a for- 
tune by his Dublin Journal. He died there, Aug^t 28, 1775. Cum- 
berland, in his Memoirs, vol. i., pp. 231-234, gives an amusing account 
of him, too long to be reproduced here. See Johnsoniana. — Mitor, 
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therefore is easily known. If a man hops upon one leg, 
Foote can hop upon one leg. But he has not that nice 
discrimination which your fnend seems to possess. Foote 
is, however, very entertaining with a kind of conversation 
between wit and buffoonery." 

On Monday, March 23, 1 found him busy, preparing a 
fourth edition of his folio " Dictionary." Mr. Peytou, one 
of his original amanuenses, was writing for him. I put 
him in mind of a meaning of the word side, which he had 
omitted, viz. relationship ; as father's side, mother's side. 
He inserted it. I asked him, if humiliating was a good 
word. He said, he had seen it frequently used, but he did 
not know it to be legitimate English. He would not admit 
civilization, but only civility. With great deference to him 
I thought civilisation, from to civilize, better, in the sense 
opposed to barbarity, than civility ; as it is better to have 
a distinct word for each sense, than one word with two 
senses, which dvUity is, in his way of using it.^ 

He seemed also to be intent on some sort of chemical 
operation. I was entertained by observing how he con- 
trived to send Mr. Peyton ^ on an errand, without seeming 
to degrade him : — " Mr. Peyton, Mr. Peyton, will you be 
so good as to take a walk to Temple-Bar ? You will there 
see a chemist's shop, at which you will be pleased to buy 

^ Civilization has been introduced into Todd's edition of the Diction- 
ary ; but he gives no older authorities than Robertson and Warton. — 
Lockhart, 

^ Of the death of this poor labourer in literature, of whom Mrs. Pioszi 
sajs that he had considerable talents, and knew many modem languages, 
Johnson gave himself the following pathetic account, in a letter to her : — 

« 1st April, 1776. 

"Poor Peyton expired this morning. He probably — during many 
years, for which be sat starving by the bed of a wife, not only useless 
but almost motionless, condemned by poverty to personal attendance, 
and by the necessity of such attendance chained down to poverty — he 
probably thought often how lightly he should tread the path of life 
without his burthen. Of this thought the admission was unavoidable, 
and the indulgence might be forgiven to frailty and distress. His wife 
died at last, and before she was buried, he was seized by a fever, and is 
now going to the grave. 

*' Such miscarriages, when they happen to those on whom many eyes 
are fixed, fill histories and tragedies ; and tears have been shed tur the 
suffisriugs, and wonder exciteid by the fortitude, of those who neither 
did nor suffered more than Peyton.*' Letters, vol. i., p. 312. — Croker. 



Digitized by 



Google 



iET. 63. BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 158 

for me an ounce of oil of vitriol ; not spirit of vitriol, but 
oil of vitriol. It will cost three halfpence." Peyton 
immediatelj went, and returned with it, and told hun it 
cost but a penny. 

I then reminded him of the Schoolmaster's cause, and 
proposed to read to him the printed papers concerning it. 
" No, Sir," said he, ** I can read quicker than I can hear." 
So he read them to himself. 

After he had read for some time, we were interrupted by 
the entrance of Mr. Kristrom, a Swede, who was tutor to 
some young gentlemen in the city. He told me, that there 
was a very good " History of Sweden" by Daline.' Having 
at the time an intention of writing the history of that 
country, I asked Dr. Johnson whether one might write a 
history of Sweden without going thither. ** Yes, Sir," said 
he, " one for common use." 

We talked of languages. Johnson observed, that Leib- 
nitz had made some progress in a work tracing all lan- 
guages up to the Hebrew. "Why, Sir," said he, "you 
would not imagine that the French jour, day, is derived 
from the Latin dies, and yet nothing is more certain ; and 
the intermediate steps are very clear. From dies, comes 
dmmus, Diu is, by inaccurate ears, or inaccurate pronun- 
ciation, easily confounded with giu ; then the Italians form 
a substantive of the ablative of an adjective, and thence 
giumo, or as they make it, giorno : which is readily con- 
tracted into giov/Ty or jour" He observed, that the Bohe- 
mian language was true Sclavonic. The Swede said, it had 
some similarity with the German. Johnson. " Why Sir, 
to be sure, such parts of Sclavonia as confine with Germany 
will borrow German words ; and such parts as confine with 
Tartary will borrow Tartar words," 

He said, he never had it properly ascertained that the 
Scotch Highlanders and the Irish understood each other.* 

^ Daline, Olof, born 1708, died 1763. His best-known work is his 
History of the Kingdom of Sweden. Stockholm. 4 vols. 4to. 1742- 
1762 ; never finished. Didot's Nouvelle Biographic O^n^rale. — Editor. 

* In Mr. Anderson's Historical Sketches of the Native Ii-ish, we find 
the following' observations : — 

*^ The Irish and Gaelic languages are the same, and formerly what 
was spoken in the Highlands of Scotland was generally called Irish, 
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I told him tliat my cousin. Colonel Graham, of the Eoyal 
Highlanders, whom I met at Drogheda, told me they did. 
JoHNSOK. " Sir, if the Highlanders understood Irish, why 
translate the New Testament into Erse, as was lately done 
at Edinburgh, when there is an Irish translation ? " Bos- 
well. " Although the Erse and Irish are both dialects of 
the same language, there may be a good deal of diversity 
between them, as between the different dialects in Italy." 
The Swede went away, and Mr. Johnson continued his 
reading of the papers. I said, "I am afraid. Sir, it is 
troublesome." " Why, Sir," said he, " I do not take much 
delight in it ; but I'll go through it." 

We went to the Mitre, and dined in the room where he 
and I first supped together. He gave me great hopes of 
my cause. " Sir," said he, ** the government of a school- 
master is somewhat of the nature of military government ; 
that is to say, it must be arbitrary, — it must be exercised 
by the will of one man, according to particular circum- 
stances. You must show some learning upon this occasion. 
You must show that a schoolmaster has a prescriptive 
right to beat ; and that an action of assault and battery 
cannot be admitted against him unless there is some great 
excess, some barbarity. This man has maimed none of his 
boys. They are all left with the full exercise of their 
corporeal faculties. In our schools in England, many boys 

Those who have attended to the subject must have observed, that the 
word Irish was gradually changed into Erse^ denoting the language that 
is now generally called GaelicJ" Mr. Anderson states that, when he 
was in Gal way, in Ireland, in 1814, he found a vessel there from Lewis, 
one of the Hebrides, the master of which remarked to him that the 
people here spoke curious Gaelic, but he understood them easily, and 
commerce is actually carried on between the Highlanders and the Irish, 
through the medium of their common language. — ^p. 133. 

My friend, Colonel Meyrick Shawe, told me from his own experience, 
that " were it not for the difference of pronunciation, the Lrish and the 
Highlanders would be perfectly intelligible to each other; and even 
with that disadvantage, they become so in a short time. The Scotch, as 
is natural from their position, have many Pictish and other foreign words. 
The Irish have no Pictish words, but many Latin." 

Sir Walter Scott also informed me, that *^ there is no doubt the lan- 
guages are the same, and the difference in pronunciation and construc- 
tion not very considerable. The Erse or Enrish is the Irish ; and the 
race called Scots came originally from Ulster."— Oo/fccr. 
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h&Ye been maimed ; yet I never heard an action against a 
schoolmaster on that account. PufEendorf, I think, main- 
tains the right of a schoolmaster to beat his scholars." * 

On Saturday, March 27, I introduced to him Sir 
Alexander Macdonald,* with whom he had expressed a wish 
to be acquainted. He received him very courteously. 

Sir Alexander observed, that the Chancellors in England 
are chosen from views much inferior to the office, being 
chosen from temporary political views. Johnson. " Why, 
Sir, in such a government as ours, no man is appointed to 
an office because he is the fittest for it, nor hardly in any 
other government ; because there are so many connections 
and dependencies to be studied. A despotic prince may 
choose a man to an office merely because he is the fittest 
for it. The king of Prussia may do it." Sib A. " I think, 
Sir, almost all great lawyers, such at least as have written 
upon law, have known only law, and nothing else." 
Johnson. " Why no. Sir ; Judge Hale was a great lawyer, 
and wrote upon law ; and yet he knew a great many other 
things, and has written upon other things. Selden too." 
Sir a. " Very true, Sir ; and Lord Bacon. But was not 
Lord Coke a mere lawyer?" Johnson. "Why, I am 
afraid he was ; but he would have taken it very ill if you 
had told him so. He would have prosecuted you for 
scandal." Boswell. "Lord Mansfield is not a mere 
lawyer." Johnson. "No, Sir. I never was in Lord 
Mansfield's company ; butLord Mansfield was distinguished 
at the University. Lord Mansfield, when he first came to 
town, ' drank champagne with the wits,' as Prior says. He 
was the friend of Pope." Sib A. " Barristers, I beUeve, 
are not so abusive now as they were formerly. I fancy 
they had less law long ago, and so were obliged to take to 

^ Puffendorf states that ** tutors and schoolmasters have a right to the 
moderate use of gentle discipline over their pupils." — viii. 3-10 ; adding, 
rather superfluously, Grotius's careat, that '* it shall not extend to a 
power of death," In our common law courts there have been several 
instances of action even for over-severity : there can be no doubt of the 
right of action in a case of maiming. — Croker, 

^ Sir Alexander succeeded his brother, Sir James Macdonald, as 
eighth Baronet, and was created an Irish Baron, bj the title of Lord 
Macdonald, in 1776. The late Chief Baron of the Exchequer, Sir 
Archibald Macdonald, was their youngest brother. — Croktr. 
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atuse, to fill up the time. Now they have such a number 
of precedents, they have no occasion for abuse " Johnson. 
"Nay, Sir, they had more law loi^ ago than they have 
now. As to precedents, to be sure they will increase in 
course of time ; but the more precedents there are, the less 
occasion is there for law ; that is to say, the less occasion 
is there for investigating principles." Sir A. "I have 
been correcting several Scotch accents in my friend Boswell. 
I doubt. Sir, if any Scotchman ever attains to a perfect 
English pronunciation." Johnson. "Why, Sir, few of 
them do, because they do not persevere after acquiring a 
certain degree of it. But, Sir, there can be no doubt that 
they may attain to a perfect English pronunciation, if they 
will. We find how near they come to it ; and certainly, a 
man who conquers nineteen parts of the Scottish accent, 
may conquer the twentieth. But, Sir, when a man has got 
the better of nine-tenths, he grows weary, he relaxes his 
diligence, he finds he has corrected his accent so far as not 
to be disagreeable, and he no longer desires his friends to 
tell him when he is wrong ; nor does he choose to be told. 
Sir, when people watch me narrowly, and I do not watch 
myself, they will find me out to be of a particular county. 
In the same manner. Dunning ^ may be found out to be a 
Devonshire man. So most Scotchmen may be found out. 
But, Sir, little aberrations are of no disadvantage. I never 
oatched Mallet in a Scotch accent; and yet Mallet, I 
suppose, was past five-and-twenty before he came to 
London." 

Upon another occasion I talked to him on this subject, 
having myself taken some x>ains to improve my pronuncia- 
tion, by the aid of the late Mr. Love,^ of Drury Lane 

^ John Dunning was bom at Ashburton, October 18, 1731. He 
became one of the most snocessfui lawyers and active poUticians of his 
time. On the change of ministry in 1782 he was made Chancellor of 
the Dachy of Lancaster, through the influence of Lord Shelbume, and 
raised to the peerage by the title of Lord Ashburton. He died on a 
visit to Exmouth, August 13, 1783. Chahners' Biogr. Dictionary.-— 
Editor. 

^ Love was an assumed name. He was the son of Mr. Dance, the 
architect He resided many years at Edinburgh, as manager of the 
theatre; he removed, in 1762, to Drury Lane, and died in 1771. He 
wrote some theatrical' pieces of no reputation. — Croker, 
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theatre, when he was a player at Edinburgh, and also of 
old Mr. Sheridan. Johnson said to me, "Sir, your pro- 
nunciation is not offensive." With this concession I waft 
pretty well satisfied; and let me give my countrymen of 
North Britain an advice not to aim at absolute perfection 
in this respect ; not to speak High English, as we are apt 
to call what is far removed from the Scotch, but which i& 
by no means good English, and makes " the fools who use 
it" truly ridiculous. Good English is plain, easy, and 
smooth in the mouth of an unaffected English gentleman^ 
A studied and factitious pronunciation, which reqidres- 
perpetual attention, and imposes perpetual constraint, is- 
exceedingly disgusting. A small intermixture of provincial 
peculiarities may, perhaps, have an agreeable effect, as the 
notes of different birds concur in the harmony of the grove,, 
and please more than if they were all exactly alike. I 
could name some gentlemen of Ireland,^ to whom a sUgbt 
proportion of the accent and recitative of that country is< 
an advantage. The same observation will apply to the 
gentlemen of Scotland. I do not mean that we should 
speak as broad as a certain prosperous member of parlia* 
ment from that country ; ^ though it has been well observed,, 
that '' it has been of no small use to him, as it rouses the 
attention of the house by its uncommonness ; and is equal 
to tropes and figures in a good English speaker." I would 
give as an instance of what I mean to recommend to my 
countrymen, the pronunciation of the late Sir Gilbert 
EUiot ; ^ and may I presume to add that of the present Earl 

^ Mr. Boswell probably included, in this observation, Mr. Barke, who,, 
to the last, retained more of the Irish accent than was agreeable to 
English ears. — Croker, 

* Henry Dundas, son of Dundas of Amiston, was bom about 1741^ 
and became successively Lord Advocate, Secretary of State, First Lord 
of the Admiralty, and Viscount Melville. His accent and many of his 
phrases were to the last peculiarly national. — Croker. 

' 1^6 third Baronet, father of the first Lord Minto ; a gentleman of 
distinction in the political, and not unknown in the poetical, world : he 
died in 1777. Is it not, however, rather Hibernian to recommend as a^ 
model oi pronunciation one who is already dead — ignotum per ignotius ? 
-^Croker. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot wrote the beautiful pastoral ballad quoted in the- 
notes to the Lay of the Last Minstrel, ** My sheep I neglected," &c. — 
Loekhart* 
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of Marcliinont,* who told me with great good humour, that 
the master of a shop in London, where he was not known, 
said to him, " I suppose, Sir, you are an American." " Why 
80, Sir ? " said his Lordship. " Because, Sir," replied the 
shopkeeper, "you speak neither English nor Scotch, but 
something different from both, which I conclude is the 
language of America." 

BoswELL. " It may be of use. Sir, to have a Dictionary 
to ascertain the pronunciation." Johnson. "Why, Sir, 
my Dictionary shows you the accent of words, if you can 
but remember them." Boswell. "But, Sir, we want 
marks to ascertain the pronunciation of the vowels. 
Sheridan, I believe, has finished such a work." Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, consider how much easier it is to learn a lan- 
guage by the ear, than by any marks. Sheridan's Dictionary 
may do very well ; but you cannot always carry it about 
with you : and, when you want the word, you have not the 
Dictionary. It is like a man who has a sword that will 
not draw. It is an admirable sword, to be sure : but while 
your enemy is cutting your throat, you are unable to use it. 
Besides, Sir, what entitles Sheridan to fix the pronunciation 
of English ? He has, in the first place, the disadvantage of 
being an Irishman ; and if he says he will fix it after the 
example of the best company, why, they differ among 
themselves. I remember an instance : when I published 
the plan for my Dictionary, Lord Chesterfield told me that 
"the word great should be pronounced so as to rhyme to 
fMe; and Sir William Tonge* sent me word that it 
should be pronounced so as to rhyme to secU, and that none 
but an Irishman would pronounce it grait. Now, here 
were two men of the highest rank, the one the best speaker 
in the House of Lords, the other the best speaker in the 
House of Commons, differing entirely." 

I again visited him at night. landing him in a veiy 
good humour, I ventured to lead him to the subject of our 

* Hugh, fourth Earl of Marchmont, the friend and execntor of Fope ; 
bom in 1708, died in 1794. — Croker, 

* Sir William Yonge, Secretary of War in Sir Robert Walpole's ad- 
ministration, and therefore very odious to Pope, who makes frequent de- 
preciating allusions to him. He died in 1755. The pronunciation is 
now settled beyond question in Lord Chesterfield's way. — Croker, 
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situation in a future state, having much curiosity to know 
his notions on that point. Johnson. "Why, Sir, the 
happiness of an unembodied spirit will consist in a con- 
sciousness of the favour of G^, in the contemplation of 
truth, and in the possession of felicitating ideas." Boswell. 
" But, Sir, is there any harm in our forming to ourselves 
conjectures as to the particulars of our happiness, though 
the Scripture has said but very little on the subject ? * We 
know not what we shall be.* " Johnson. " Sir, there is no 
harm. What philosophy suggests to us on this topic is 
probable: what Scripture tells us is certain. Dr. Henry 
More has carried it as far as philosophy can. You may 
buy both his theological and philosophical works, in two 
volumes folio, for about eight shillings." Boswell. " One 
of the most pleasing thoughts is, that we shall see our 
friends again." Johnson. ** Yes, Sir : but you must con- 
sider, that when we are become purely rational, many of 
our friendships will be cut off. Many friendships are 
formed by a community of sensual pleasures: all these 
will be cut off. We form many friendships with bad men, 
because they have agreeable qualities, and they can be 
useful to us ; but, after death, they can no longer be of 
use to us. We form many friendships by mistake, imagin- 
ing people to be different from what they really are. 
After death, we shall see every one in a true light. Then, 
Sir, they talk of our meeting our relations ; but then all 
relationship is dissolved ; and we shall have no regard for 
one person more than another, but for their real value. 
However, we shall either have the satisfaction of meeting 
our friends, or be satisfied without meeting them." Bos- 
well, "Yet, Sir, we see in Scripture, that Dives still 
retained an anxious concern about his brethren." Johnson. 
"Why, Sir, we must either suppose that passage to be 
metaphorical, or hold, with many divines and all the Pur- 
gatorians, that departed souls do not all at once arrive at 
the utmost perfection of which they are capable." Boswell. 
" I think. Sir, that is a very rational supposition." John- 
son. " Why yes. Sir ; but we do not know it is a true one. 
There is no harm in believing it : but you must not compel 
others to make it an article of faith ; for it is not revealed." 
Boswell. " Do you think. Sir, it is wrong in a man who 
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holds the doctrine of Purgatory, to pray for the souls of 
his deceased friends." Johnson. "Why no, Sir." Boswell. 
"I have been told, that in the liturgy of the episcopal 
church of Scotland, there was a form of prayer for the 
dead." * Johnson. " Sir, it is not in the liturgy which 
Laud framed for the episcopal church of Scotland : if there 
is a liturgy older than that, I should be glad to see it." 
BoswELL. " As to our employment in a future state, the 
sacred writings say little. The Kevelation, however, of 
St. John gives us many ideas, and particularly mentions 
music." Johnson. " Why, Sir, ideas must be given you 
by means of something which you know : and as to music, 
there are some philosophers and divines who have main- 
tained, that we shall not be spiritualised to such a degree, 
but that something of matter, very much refined, wiD 
remain. In that case, music may make a part of our 
future felicity." 

BoswELL. " I do not know whether there are any well- 
attested stories of the appearance of ghosts. You know 
there is a famous story of the appearance of Mrs. Veal, 
prefixed to * Drelincourt on Death.' " Johnson. " I believe. 
Sir, that is given up.* I believe the woman declared upon 
her death-bed that it was a lie." Boswell. " This objec- 
tion is made against the truth of ghosts appearing : that if 
they are in a state of happiness, it would be a punishment 
to them to return to this world ; and if they are in a state 
of misery, it would be giving them a respite." Johnson. 
"Why, Sir, as the happiness or misery of unembodied 
spirits does not depend upon place, but is intellectual, we 
cannot say that they are less happy or less miserable by 
appearing upon earth." 

We went down between twelve and one to Mrs. Williams* 
room, and drank tea. I mentioned that we were to have 
the Bemains of Mr. Gray, in prose and verse, published by 
Mr. Mason. Johnson. " I think we have had enough of 

* In the Scottish Liturgies of the reign of James VI. there were no 
prayers for the dead ; and Johnson was right in maintuning that the 
practice is not authorized by the Laudian Liturgy (1637). — Editor, 

^ This fiction is known to have been invented by Daniel Defoe, and 
was added to the second edition of the English translation of Drelincourt 's 
work (which was originally written in French), to make it sell. The 
first edition had it not. — MaUme, 
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Gray. I see they have published a splendid edition of 
Akenside's works. One bad ode may be suffered; but a 
number of them together makes one sick." Boswell. 
" Akenside's distinguished poem is his 'Pleasures of Imagi- 
nation ; ' but for my part, I never could admire it so much 
as -most people do." Johnson. "Sir, I could not read it 
through." Boswell. " I have read it through ; but I did 
not find any great power in it." 

I mentioned Elwal, the heretic, whose trial ^ Sir John 
Pringle had given me to read. Johnson. " Sir, Mr. Elwal 
was, I think, an ironmonger at Wolverhampton ; and he 
had a mind to make himself famous, by being the founder 
of a new sect, which he wished much should be called 
EhoaUums. He held, that every thing in the Old Testa- 
ment that was not typical, was to be of perpetual obser- 
vance ; and so he wore a riband in the plaits of his coat, 
and he also wore a beard. I remember I had the honour of 
dining in company with Mr. Elwal. There was one Barter, 
a miller, who wrote against him ; and you had the contro- 
versy between Mr. Elwal and Mr. Barter. To try to make 
himself distinguished, he wrote a letter to King George 
the Second, challenging him to dispute with him, in which 
he said, * G^eorge, if you be afraid to come by yourself, to 
dispute with a poor old man, you may bring a thousand of 
your &ZacA;-guards with you; and if you should still be 
afraid, you may bring a thousand of your red guards.' The 
letter had something of the impudence of Junius to our 
present King. But the men of Wolverhampton were not 
so inflammable as the common council of London ; so Mr. 
Elwal failed in his scheme of making himself a man of 
great consequence." 

On Tuesday, March 31, he and I dined at General Paoli's. 
A question was started, whether the state of marriage was 
natural to man. Johnson. " Sir, it is so far from being 
natural for a man and woman to live in a state of marriage, 
that we find all the motives which they have for remaining 
in that connection, and the restraints which civilized society 

^ The Triumph of Truth ; being an Account of the Trial of E. Elwal 
for Heresy and Blasphemy. 8vo. Lond. This is rather the rambling 
declamation of an enthusiast, than the account of a trial. — Croker* 

II. M 
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imposes to prevent separation, are hardly sufficient to keep 
them together." The General said, that in a state of 
nature a man and woman uniting together would form a 
strong and constant affection, hj the mutual pleasure each 
would receive; and that the same causes of dissension 
would not arise between them, as occur between husband 
and wife in a civilized state. Johnson. '* Sir, they would 
have dissensions enough, though of another kind. One 
would choose to go a hunting in this wood, the other in 
that ; one would choose to go a fishing in this lake, the 
other in that ; or, perhaps, one would choose to go a hunt- 
ing, when the other would choose to go a fishing ; and so 
they would part. Besides, Sir, a savage man and a savage 
woman meet by chance : and when the man sees another 
woman that pleases him better, he will leave the first." 

We then fell into a disquisition, whether there is any 
beauty independent of utility. The General maintained 
there was not. Dr. Johnson maintained that there was ; 
and he instanced a coffee cup which he held in his hand, 
the painting of which was of no real use, as the cup would 
hold the coffee equally well if plain ; yet the painting was 
beautiful. 

We talked of the strange custom of swearing in conversa- 
tion. The General said, that aU barbarous nations swore 
from a certain violence of temper, that could not be con- 
fined to earth, but was always reaching at the j>owers 
above. He said, too, that there was greater variety of 
swearing, in proportion as there was a greater variety of 
religious ceremonies. 

Dr. Johnson went home with me to my lodgings in Con- 
duit Street and drank tea, previous to our going to the 
Pantheon, which neither of us had seen before. 

He said, " Goldsmith's life of Pamell is poor ; not that 
it is poorly written, but that lie had poor materials ; for 
nobody can write the life of a man, but those who have eat 
and drunk and lived in social intercourse with him." 

I said, that if it was not troublesome and presuming too 
much, I would request him to tell me all the little circum- 
stances of his life; what schools he attended, when he 
came to Oxford, when he came to London, &c. &c. He did 
not disapprove of my curiosity as to these particulars; 
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but said, "They'll come out by degrees, as we talk 
together." 

He censured Euffhead's Life of Pope ; ^ and said, " he 
knew nothing of Pope, and nothing of poetry." He praised 
Dr. Joseph Warton's Essay on Pope ; but said, " he sup- 
posed we should have no more of it, as the author had not 
been able to persuade the world to think of Pope as he 
did." BoswELL. "Why, Sir, should that prevent him 
from continuing his work? He is an ingenious counsel, 
who has made the most of his cause : he is not obliged to 
gain it." Johnson. " But, Sir, there is a difference, when 
the cause is of a man's own making." 

We talked of the proper use of riches. Johnson. " If 
I were a man of great estate, I would drive all the rascals 
whom I did not like out of the county, at an election." 

I asked him, how far he thought wealth should be em- 
ployed in hospitality. Johnson. "You are to consider 
that ancient hospitafity, of which we hear So much, was in 
an uncommercial country, when men, being idle, were glad 
to be entertained at rich men's tables. But in a commer- 
cial country, a busy country, time becomes precious, and 
therefore hospitality is not so much valued. No doubt 
there is still room for a certain degree of it ; and a man 
has a satisfaction in seeing his friends eating and drinking 
around him. But promiscuous hospitality is not the way 
to gain real influence. You must help some people at 
table before others ; you must ask some people how they 
like their wine oftener than others. You therefore offend 
more people than you please. You are like the French 
statesman,' who said, when he granted a favour, * Tax fait 
dix mecontents et tm ingrat* Besides, Sir, being entertained 
ever so well at a man's table, impresses no lasting regard 
or esteem. No, Sir, the way to make sure of power and 
influence is, by lending money confidentially to your neigh- 
bours at a small interest, or perhaps at no interest at all, 
and having their jonds in your possession." Boswell. 
** May not a man, Sir, employ his riches to advantage, in 

^ Owen RufiThead was bom in 1723, and died in 1769 ; in which year 
bis Life of Pope was published. The materials were supplied by Dr. 
Warburton, who corrected the proof sheets. — Wriffht 

^ This ** French statesman " was Louis the Fourteenth. — Lookhart^ 
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educating young men of merit ? " Johnson. " Yes, Sir, 
if they fall in your way ; but if it be understood that 
you patronise young men of merit, you will be harassed 
with solicitations. You will have numbers forced upon 
you, who have no merit; some will force them upon 
you from mistaken partiality ; and some from downright 
interested motives, without scruple ; and you will be dis- 
graced." 

''Were 1 a rich man, I would propagate all kinds of 
trees that will grow in the open air. A greenhouse is 
childish. I would introduce foreign animals into the 
country ; for instance, the rein-deer." ^ 

The conversation now turned on critical subjects. John- 
son. ''Bayes, in 'The Behearsal,' is a mighty silly 
character. If it was intended to be like a particular man, 
it could only be diverting while that man was remembered. 
But I question whether it was meant for Dryden, as has 
been reported ; for we know some of the passages said to 
be ridiculed were written since the Rehearsal : at least a 
passage mentioned in the Preface is of a later date." ' I 
maintained that it had merit as a general satire on the 
self-importance of dramatic authors. But even in this 
light he held it very cheap. 

We then walked to the Pantheon. The first view of it 
did not strike us so much as Eanelagh,' of which he said, 

* This project has since been realised. Sir Henry Liddel, who made 
a spirited tour into Lapland, brought two rein-^leer to his estate in 
Northumberland, where they bred ; bnt the race has unfortunately pe- 
rished. 

^ Dr. Johnson seems to have meant the address to the reader, with a 
key, which has been prefixed to the later editions ; he did not know, it 
appears, that several additions were made to The Rehearsal, after the 
first edition. The ridicule on the passages here alluded to is found 
among those additions, — Malone, 

Bayes was perhaps originally sketched for Shr William Davenant, as 
the brown paper patch on his nose indicates, but there is no doubt that 
the finished picture was meant for Dryden — he himself complains Utterly 
that U was so ; and Johnson, better informed when he came to write 
Dryden's Life, expressly says, that ''he was characterised under the 
name of Bayes in The BehearaeJ." — Croker, 

* Sanelagh, so called because its site was that of a villa of Viscount 
Ranelaghy near Chelsea, was a place of entertainment, of which the 
principal room was a Rotunda of great dimensions, with an orchestra in. 
the centre, and tiers of boxes all round. The chief amusement was 
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^*the coup d^cdl was the finest thing he had ever seen." 
The truth is, Eanelagh is of a more beautiful form ; more 
of it, or rather indeed the whole rotunda, appears at once, 
and it is better lighted. However, as Johnson observed, 
we saw the Pantheon in time of mourning, when there was 
a dull uniformity ; whereas we had seen Banelagh when 
the view was enlivened with a gay profusion of colours. 
Mrs. Bosville,^ of Gunthwait, in Yorkshire, joined us, and 
entered into conversation with us. Johnson said to me 
afterwards, " Sir, this is a mighty intelligent lady." 

I said there was not half a guinea's worth of pleasure in 
seeing this place. Johnson. "But, Sir, there is half a 
guinea's worth of inferiority to other people in not having 
Been it." Boswell. "I doubt. Sir, whether there are 
many happy people here." Johnson. "Yes, Sir, there 
are many happy people here. There are many people here 
who are watching hundreds, and who think hundreds are 
watching them." 

Happening to meet Sir Adam Fei^son,* I presented 
Mm to Dr. Johnson. Sir Adam expressed some apprehen- 
sion that the Pantheon would encourage luxury. " Sir," 
said Johnson, " I am a great friend to public amusements ; 
for they keep people from vice. You now," addressing 

promenading, as it was called, round and round the circular area below, 
and taking refreshments in the boxes, while the orchestra executed 
different pieces of music. The Pantheon, in Oxford Street, was built in 
1772, after Wyatt's designs, as a kind of town Banelagh, but partook 
more of the shape of a theatre (to the purposes of which it was some- 
times applied). Both these places had a considerable vogue for a time, 
but are now almost forgotten : the last appearance (if one may use the 
«xpre8sion) of Ranelagh was at the installation ball of the Knights of 
the Bath, in 1803, when I saw it, as I have described, very brilliant in 
company, but somewhat faded in its own decorations. It has since been 
razed to the ground, and no vestige of that once fairy palace remains. 
The original Pantheon was burned down in 1792, but was rebuilt on a 
more moderate scale, and used to be heard of as the scene of an 
occasional masquerade or concert ; but it has not been opened, it is 
believed, for the last twenty years. — Croker, 

In 18.34, the building was converted into a bazaar. — Wriakt, 

* Diana Wentworth, wife of Crodfirey Bosville, Esq., of Gunthwait, 
whose daughter had married, in 1768, Sir Alexander (afterwards 
created Lord) Macdonald. — Croker, 

* Sir Adam Ferguson of Kelkerran, Bart., member of Parliament for 
Ayrshire from 1774 to 1780.— CVoArer. 
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liimself to me, " would have been with a wench, had joji 
not been here. Oh ! I forgot yon were married." 

Sir Adam sn^ested, that luxury corrupts a people, and 
destroys the spirit of liberty. Johmtsomt. " Sir, that is all 
visionary* I would not give half a guinea to live under 
one form of government rather than another. It is of no 
moment to the happiness of an individual. Sir, the danger 
of the abuse of power is nothing to a private man. What 
Frenchman is prevented from passing his life as he 
pleases ? " Sib Adam. " But, Sir, in the British consti- 
tution it is surely of importance to keep up a spirit in 
the people, so to preserve a balance against the crown*. 
JoKN^soN. " Sir, I perceive you are a vile Whig. Why 
all this childish jealousy of the power of the crown ? The 
crown has not power enough. When I say that all govern- 
ments are alike, I consider that in no government power 
can be abused long. Mankind will not bear it. If a 
sovereign oppresses his people to a great degree, they wiU 
rise and cut off his h^d. There is a remedy in human 
nature against tyranny, that will keep us safe under every 
form of government. Had not the people of France 
thought themselves honoured in sharing in the brilliant 
actions of Louis XTV., they would not have endured him ; 
and we may say the same of the King of Prussia's people." 
Sir Adam introduced the ancient Greeks and Eomans. 
Johnson. ** Sir, the mass of both of them were barbarians.. 
The mass of every people must be barbarous where there 
is no printing, and consequently knowledge is not generally 
diffused. Knowledge is diffused among our people by the 
newspapers." Sir Adam mentioned the orators, poets, and 
artists of Greece. Johnson. " Sir, I am talking of the 
mass of the people. We see even what the boasted 
Athenians were. The little effect which Demosthenes' 
orations had upon them shows that they were barbarians.'* 

Sir Adam was unlucky in his topics ; for he suggested a 
doubt of the propriety of bishops having seats in the House 
of Lords. Johnson. " How so. Sir ? Who is more proper 
for having the dignity of a peer, than a bishop, provided a 
bishop be what he ought to be ? and if improper bishops 
be made, that is not the fault of the bishops, but of those 
who make them." 
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On Sunday, April 6, after attending divine service at 
St. Paxil's church, I found him alone. Of a schoolmaster ^ 
of his acquaintance, a native of Scotland, he said, ** He has 
a great deal of good about him ; but he is also very de- 
fective in some respects. His inner part is good, but his 
outer part is mighty awkward. You in Scotland do not 
attain that nice critical skill in languages, which we get in 
our schools in England. I would not put a boy to him, 
whom I intended for a man of learning. But for the sons 
of citizens, who are to learn a little, get good morals, and 
then go to trade, he may do very well." 

I mentioned a cause in which I had appeared as counsel 
at the bar of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, where a Probationer (as one licensed to preach, 
but not yet ordained, is called) was opposed in his appli- 
cation to be inducted, because it was alleged that he had 
been guilty of fornication five years before. Johnson, 
" Why, Sir, if he has repented, it is not a sufficient ob- 
jection. A man who is good enough to go to heaven, is 
good enough to be a clergyman." This was a humane and 
liberal sentiment. But the character of a clergyman is 
more sacred than that of an ordinary Christian. As he is 
to instruct with authority, he should be regarded with 
reverence, as one upon whom divine truth has had the 
effect to set him above such transgressions, as men less 
exalted by spiritual habits, and yet upon the whole not to 
be excluded from heaven, have been betrayed into by the 
predominance of passion. That clergymen may be con- 
sidered as sinners in general, as all men are, cannot be 
denied ; but this reflection will not counteract their good 
precepts so much, as the absolute knowledge of their 
having been guilty of certain specific immoral acts. I told 
him, that by the rules of the Church of Scotland, in their 
** Book of Discipline," if a sccmdal, as it is called, is not 
prosecuted for five years, it cannot afterwards be proceeded 
upon, " unless it be of a heinovs nature, or again become 
flagrant ; " and that hence a question arose, whether for- 
nication was a sin of a heinous nature ; and that I had 
maintained, that it did not deserve that epithet, inasmuch 

* Mr. Elphington: see vol. i., p. 157, n. 1. — Editor, 
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as it was not one of those sins which argue very great 
depravity of heart : in short, was not, in the general ac- 
ceptation of mankind, a heinous sin. Johnson. '' No, Sir, 
it is not a heinous sin. A heinous sin is that for which a 
man is punished with death or banishment." Boswell. 
** But, Sir, after I had argued that it was not a heinous 
sin, an old clergyman rose up, and repeating the text of 
scripture denouncing judgment against whoremongers, 
asked, whether, considering this, there could be any doubt 
of fornication being a heinous sin." Johnson. "Why, 
Sir, observe the word whoremonger. Every sin, if persisted 
in, will become heinous. Whoremonger is a dealer in 
whores, as ironmonger is a dealer in iron. But as you 
don't call a man an ironmonger for buying and selling a 
penknife; so you don't call a man a whoremonger for 
getting one wench with child." ^ 

I spoke of the inequality of the livings of the clergy in 
England, and the scanty provisions of some of the curates. 
Johnson. " Why yes, Sir ; but it cannot be helped. You 
must consider, that the revenues of the clergy are not at 
the disposal of the state, like the pay of an army. Different 
men have founded different churches ; and some are better 
endowed, some worse. The state cannot interfere and make 
an equal division of what has been particularly appropriated. 
Now when a clergyman has but a small living, or even two 
small livings, he can afford very little to the curate." 

He said, he went more frequently to church when there 
were prayers only, than when there was also a sermon, as 
the people required more an example for the one than the 
other; it being much easier for them to hear a sermon, 
than to fix their minds on prayer. 

On Monday, April 6, 1 dined with him at Sir Alexander 
Macdonald's, where was a young officer in the regimentals 
of the Scots Eoyal, who taUced with a vivacity, fluency, and 
precision so uncommon, that he attracted particular at* 
tention. He proved to be the Honourable Thomas Erskine, 



* It must not be presumed that Dr. Johnson meant to gire anj coun- 
tenance to licentiousness, though in the character of an advocate he 
made a just and subtle distinction between occasional and habitual 
transgression. 
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youngest brother to tlie Earl of Bachan, who has since 
risen into such brilliant reputation at the bar in West- 
minster Hall/ 

Eielding being mentioned, Johnson exclaimed, ** He was 
a blockhead ; " and upon mj expressing my astonishment 
at so strange an assertion, he said, ** What I mean by his 
being a blockhead is, that he was a barren rascal/' Bos- 
well. " Will you not allow. Sir, that he draws very natural 
pictures of human life ? " Johnson. " Why, Sir, it is of 
very low life. Eichardson used to say, that had he not 
known who Melding was, he should have believed he was 
an ostler. Sir, there is more knowledge of the heart in 
one letter of Eichardson's, than in all *Tom Jones.' I, 
indeed, never read 'Joseph Andrews.'" Ebskins. "Surely, 
Sir, Eichardson is very tedious." Johnson. " Why, Sir, if 
you were to read EichiBurdson for the story, your impatience 
would be so much fretted that you woiild hang yourself. 
But you must read him for the sentiment, and consider the 
story as only giving occasion to the sentiment." I have 
already given my opinion of Melding ; but I cannot refrain 
from repeating here my wonder at Johnson's excessive and 
unaccountable depreciation of one of the best writers that 
England has produced. " Tom Jones " has stood the test 
of public opinion with such success, as to have established 
its great merit, both for the story, the sentiments, and the 
manners, and also the varieties of diction, so as to leave 
no doubt of its having an animated truth of execution 
throughout. 

A book of travels, lately published under the title of 

^ Born in 1748 ; entered the navy as a midshipman in 1764, and the 
army as an ensi&pi in the Royals in 1768. He was called to the bar in 
1779; appointed a King's counsel in 1783; and, in 1806, Lord Chan- 
cellor of England, and created a baron by the title of Lord Erskine,soon 
after which time my acquaintance with him began. He died in 1823. 
Neither his conversation (even to the last remarkable for fluency and 
vivacity, though certainly not for preci8ion)nor his parliamentary speeches 
ever bore any proportion to the extraordinary force and brilliancy of his 
forensic eloquence. Those who only knew him in private, or in the 
House of Commons, had some difficulty in believing the effect he pro- 
duced at the bar. During the last years of his life, his conduct was 
eccentric, to a degree that justified a suspicion, and even a hope, that 
his understanding was impaired. — Oroker, 
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Coriat Junior, and written by Mr. Paterson,* was mentioned* 
Johnson said, this book was an imitation of Sterne,^ and 
not of Coriat, whose name Paterson had chosen as a whim- 
sical one. " Tom Coriat," said he, " was a humourist about 
the court of James the First. He had a mixture of learning, 
of wit, and of buffoonery. He first travelled through 
Europe, and published his travels.^ He afterwards tra- 
velled on foot through Asia, and had made many remarks ; 
but he died at Mandoa, and his remarks were lost." 

We talked of gaming, and animadverted on it with 
severity. . Johnson. " Nay, gentlemen, let us not aggra- 
vate the matter. It is not roguery to play with a man 
who is ignorant of the game, while you are master of it, 
and so win his money ; for he thinks he can play better 
than you, as you think you can play better than he ; and 
the superior skill carries it." Ebseine. "He is a fool, 
but you are not a rogue." Johnson. "That's much 
about the truth, Sir. It must be considered, that a man 
who only does what every one of the society to which 
he belongs would do, is not a dishonest man. In the 
republic of Sparta it was agreed, that styealing was not dis- 
honourable if not discovered. I do not commend a society 
where there is an agreement that what would not otherwise 
be fair, shall be fair ; but I maintain, that an individual of 
any society, who practises what is allowed, is not a dis- 
honest man." Boswell. " So then. Sir, you do not think 
ill of a man who wins perhaps forty thousand pounds in a 
winter ? " Johnson. " Sir, I do not call a gamester a dis- 
honest man ; but I call him an unsocial man, an unprofit- 
able man. Gkming is a mode of transferring property 
without producing any intermediate good. Trade gives 

* Mr. Samuel Paterson, eminent for his knowledge of books. 

He was the son of a woollenndraper : he kept a bookseller's shop, 
chiefly for old books, and was afterwards an auctioneer ; but seems to 
haye been unsuccessful in all his attempts at business, fie made cata- 
logues of seyeral celebrated libraries. He died in 1802, cetat 77. — Croker, 

^ Mr. Paterson, in a pamphlet, produced some evidence to show that 
his work was written before Sterne's Sentimental Journey appeared. 

* Under the title of Crudities, hastily gobbled up in France, Saroy, 
Italy, Rhetia, Helvetia, &c. Coriat was bom in 1577, educated at 
Westminster school and Oxford, and died in 1617, ot Surat, after he 
had left Mandoa. — Croker, 
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employment to numbers, and so produces intermediate 
good." 

Mr. Erskine told us that, when he was in the island of 
Minorca, he not only read prayers, but preached two ser- 
mons to the regiment.* He seemed to object to the pas- 
sage in scripture, where we are told that the angel of the 
Lord smote in one night forty thousand Assyrians.* 
" Sir," said Johnson, " you should recollect that there was 
a supernatural interposition ; they were destroyed by pes- 
tilence. You are not to suppose that the angel of the 
Lord went about and stabbed each of them with a dagger, 
or knocked them on the head, man by man." 

After Mr. Erskine was gone, a discussion took place^ 
whether the present Earl of Buchan, when Lord Cardross^ 
did right to refuse to go secretary of the embassy to Spain, 
when Sir James Gray, a man of inferior rank, went am- 
bassador. Dr. Johnson said, that perhaps in point of 
interest he did wrong ; but in point of dignity he did welL 
Sir Alexander insisted that he was wrong ; and said that 
Mr Pitt intended it as an advantageous thing for him. 
" Why, Sir," said Johnson, " Mr. Pitt might think it an 
advantageous thing for him to make him a vintner, and get 
him all the Portugal trade : but he would have demeaned 
himseK strangely, had he accepted of such a situation. 
Sir, had he gone secretary while his inferior was ambas- 
sador, he would have been a traitor to his rank and family.'* 

I talked of the little attachment which subsisted between 
near relations in London. **Sir," said Johnson, "in a 
countiy so commercial as ours, where every man can do for 
himself, there is not so much occasion for that attachment. 
No man is thought the worse of here, whose brother was 
hanged. In uncommercial countries, many of the branches 

' Lord Erskine was fond of this anecdote. He told it to me the first 
time that I had the honour of being in his company, and often repeated 
it, boasting that he had been a sailor, a soldier, a lawyer, and a parson. 
The latter he affected to think the greatest of his efforts, and to support 
that opinion would quote the prayer for the clergy in the liturgy, from 
the expression of which he would (in no commenclable spirit of jocularity) 
infer, that the enlightening them was one of the *' greatest marvels " which 
could be worked. — Croker, 

^ One hundred and eighty-five thousand. See Isaiah, xxxvii. 36, and 
S Kings, xix. 35. — Malane, 
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of a family must depend on the stock ; so, in order to make 
the head of the family take care of them, they are repre- 
sented as connected with his reputation, tlmt, self-love 
being interested, he may exert himself to promote their 
interest. You have, first, large circles, or clans; as com- 
merce increases, the connection is confined to families ; by 
degrees, that too goes off, as haying become unnecessary, 
and there being few opportunities of intercourse. One 
brother is a merchant in the city, and another is an officer 
in the guards : how little intercourse can these two have ! " 

I argued warmly for the old feudal system. Sir Alex- 
ander opposed it, and talked of the pleasure of seeing 
all men free and independent. Johnson. " I agree with 
Mr. Boswell, that there must be high satisfaction in being 
a feudal lord ; but we are to consider, that we ought not 
to wish to have a number of men unhappy for the satisfac- 
tion of one." I maintained that numbers, namely, the vas- 
sals or followers, were not unhappy ; for that there was a 
reciprocal satisfaction between the lord and them, he being 
kind in his authority over them, they being respectful and 
faithful to him. 

On Thursday, April 9, 1 called on him to beg he would 
;go and dine with me at the Mitre tavern. He had resolved 
not to dine at all this day. I know not for what reason ; 
and I was so unwilling to be deprived of his company, that 
I was content to submit to suffer a want, which was 
at first somewhat painful ; but he soon made me forget it : 
and a man is always pleased with himself when he finds his 
Intellectual inclinations predominate. 

He observed, that to reason philosophically on the nature 
of prayer, was very unprofitable. 

Talking of ghosts, he said, he knew one frienl, who was 
an honest man and a sensible man, who told him he had 
seen a ghost; old Mr. Edward Cave, the printer at St. 
John's Gate. He said, Mr. Cave did not like to talk of it, 
and seemed to be in great horror whenever it was mentioned. 
Boswell. "Pray, Sir, what did he say was the appear- 
ance?" Johnson. "Why, Sir, something of a shadowy 
being." 

I mentioned witches, and asked him what thay properly 
metot. Johnson. "Why, Sir, they properly mean those 
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who make use of the aid of evil spirits." Boswbll. 
"There is no doubt, Sir, a general report and belief of 
their having existed." Johnson. " You have not only the 
general report and belief, but you have many voluntary 
solemn confessions." He did not affirm anything posi- 
tively upon a subject which it is the fashion of the times to* 
laugh at as a matter of absurd credulity. He only seemed 
willing, as a candid inquirer after truth, however strange 
and inexplicable, to show that he undeBstood what might 
be urged for it.^ 

On Friday, April 10, 1 dined with him at General Ogle- 
thorpe's,* where we found Dr. GK)ldsmith. 

Armorial bearings having been mentioned, Johnson said,, 
they were as ancient as the siege of Thebes, which he 
proved by a passage in one of the tragedies of Euripides.' 

I started the question, whether duelling was consistent 
with moral duty. The brave old general fired at this, and 
said, with a lofty air, " Undoubtedly a man has a right to 
def^id his honour." Goldsmith (turning to me).. " I ask 
you first. Sir, what would you do ^ you were affronted ? " 
I answered, I should think it necessary to fight. *' Why 
then," replied Gbldsmith, "that solves the question."' 
Johnson. "No, Sir, it does not solve the question. It. 
does not follow, that what a man would do is therefore 
right." I said, I wished to have it settled, whether duel* 

* See this cnrions question treated by him with most acute ability,. 
Jounud of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3rd ed., p. 33. 

' James Edward Oglethorpe, the fourth son of Sir Theophilus Ogle- 
thorpe, of Godalming, Surrey, was born 1698, and after a life of varied' 
experience died, the oldest general officer in the British Army, June 30, 
1785. No adequate life of this remarkable man has ever been written.. 
At a dinner at Oglethorpe's house, Monday, April 10, 1775, Johnson 
urged the Greneral to write his own life. He said, " I know no moxh 
whese life would be more interesting. If I were furnished with the 
materials I should be yery glad to write it" It would seem also as if 
Boswell had made collections for this purpose : aeepost, note under date» 
—EdUor. 

* The passage to which Johnson alluded is to be found (as I conjecture^ 
in the Phoenissse, 1. 1120. 

Koi irpStra /ikv irpoo^yc, k, r. X. 

'O Trig Kvvayov JStipQevoirmog ixyovoc, 

iirifffifA* ixufv otKeiov kv ftlerw odxii, 

J. Boswell yjun. 
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ling was contrary to the laws of .Cliristianity. Johnson 
immediately entered on the subject, and treated it in a 
masterly manner ; and so far as I have been able to recol- 
lect, his thoughts were these : " Sir, as men become in a 
high degree refined, various causes of offence arise ; which 
are considered to be of such importance, that life must be 
staked to atone for them, though in reality they are not so. 
A body that has received a very fine polish may be easily 
hurt. Before men arrive at this artificial refinement, if 
one tells his neighbour — ^he lies, his neighbour tells him — 
he lies ; if one gives his neighbour a blow, his neighbour 
gives him a blow ; but in a state of highly polished society, 
an affront is held to be a serious injury. It must, there- 
fore, be resented, or rather a duel must be fought upon it ; 
as men have agreed to banish from society one who puts up 
with an affront without fighting a duel. Now, Sir, it* is 
never unlawful to fight in self-defence. He, then, who 
fights a duel, does not fight from passion against his anta- 
gonist, but out of self-defence ; to avert the stigma of the 
world, and to prevent himself from being driven out of 
society. I could wish there was not that superfluity of re- 
finement ; but while such notions prevail, no doubt a man 
may lawfully fight a duel." 

'* Let it be remembered, that this jtustification is applic- 
able only to the person who receives an aftront. All man- 
kind must condemn the aggressor." ^ 

The General told us, that, when he was a very young, 
man, I think only fifteen, serving under Prince Eugene of 
Savoy, he was sitting in a company at table with a prince 
of Wirtembei^. The prince took up a glass of wine, and, 
by a fillip, made some of it fly in Oglethorpe's face. Here 
was a nice dilemma. To have challenged him instantly, 
might have fixed a quarrelsome character upon the young 
soldier : to have taken no notice of it, might have been 
considered as cowardice. Oglethorpe, therefore, keeping 

^ The firequent disqaisitions on this subject bring painfully to recol- 
lection the death of Mr. Boswell's eldest son, Sir Alexander, who was 
killed in a duel, arising from a political dispute, on the 26th of March, 
1822, by Mr. Stuart, of Duneam. — Choker. 

Qliis conversation on duelling was quoted on Mr. Stuart's trial by his 
counsel, Mr. ZeiStej^ afterwaroB Lord Jeffrey,— Lockhart, 
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Ills eye upon the prince, and smiling all the time, as if he 
took what his highness had done in jest, said **Mon 
Prince, — " (I forget the French words he used ; the pur- 
port however was) " That's a good joke ; but we do it 
much better in England;" and threw a whole glass of 
wine in the prince's face. An old general, who sat by, 
said, " II a Inen fait, mon prince, vous Vavez commence : " 
and thus all end^ in good humour. 

Dr. Johnson said, " Pray, General, give us an account of 
the siege of Belgrade." ' Upon which the general, pouring 
a little wine upon the table, described every thing with a 
wet finger : " Here we were ; here were the Turks," &c. &c. 
Johnson listened with the closest attention. 

A question was started, how far people who disagree in 
a capital point can live in friendship together. Johnson 
said they might. Goldsmith said they could not, as they 
had not the idem velle atque idem nolle — ^the same likings 
and the same aversions. Johnson. " Why, Sir, you must 
shun the subject as to which you disagree. For instance, 
I can live very well with Burke : I love his knowledge, his 
genius, his diffusion and affluence of conversation ; but I 
would not talk to him of the Eockingham party." G-olb- 
SMiTH. "But, Sir, when people live together who have 
something a.s to which they disagree, and which they want 
to shun, they will be in the situation mentioned in the 
story of Bluebeard : * You may look into all the chambers 
but one.' But we should have the greatest inclination to 
look into that chamber, to talk of that subject." Johnson 
(with a loud voice). " Sir, I am not saying that you could 
live in friendship with a man from whom you differ as to 
some point ; I am only saying that I could do it. You pi^t 
me in mind of Sappho in Ovid." ' 

' Oglethorpe, when a yonng man, was a Tolunteer in the army of 
Prince Eugene, and was present with Eugene's army at the operations 
against the Turks, which resulted (1717) in the capitulation of Belgrade. 
—Editor. 

^ Mr. Boswell's note heing here rather short, as taken at the time, 
with a view, perhaps, to future reyision, Johnson's remark is obscure, 
and requires to be a little opened. What he said probably was, You 
seem to think that two friends, to live well together, must be in perfect 
harmoDy with each other ; that each should be to the other what Sappho 
boMts she was to her lo^er, and uniformly agree in every particular $ 
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Goldsmith told us, that he was now busy in writing a. 
Natural History ; ^ and, that he might have full leisure for 
it, he had taken lodgings at a farmer's house, near to the 
six mile-stone, on the Edgeware-road, and had carried 
down his books in two returned post-chaises. He said, he 
beheved the farmer's family thought him an odd character, 
similar to that in which the " Spectator " appeared to his. 
landlady and her children: he was "The Grentleman." 
Mr. Mickle,* the translator of " The Lusiad," and I, went 
to visit him at this place a few days afterwards. He was. 
not at home ; but, having a curiosity to see his apartment, 
we went in, and found curious scraps of descriptions of 
animals, scrawled upon the wall with a black-lead pencil. 

The subject of ghosts being introduced, Johnson repeated 
what he had told me of a Mend of his [Cave], an honest 
man, and a man of sense, having asserted to him that he 
had seen an apparition. Goldsmith told us, he was assured 
by his brother, the Eeverend Mr. Goldsmith, that he also 
had seen one. General Oglethorpe told us, that Prender- 
gast, an officer in the Duke of Marlborough's army, had 
mentioned to many of his friends, that he should die on a. 
particular day. That upon that day a battle took place 
with the French ; that after it was over, and Prendergast 
was still alive, his brother officers, while they were yet in 
the field, jestingly asked him, where was his prophecy 
now? Prendergast gravely answered, "I shall die, not- 
withstanding what you see." Soon afterwards, there came 
a shot from a French battery, to which the orders for a. 

but this is by no means necessary, &c. The words of Sappho alluded 
to are — 

" Omnia ue a parte placebam." 
/ Oria. Epist. Sapph. ad Phaonem, 1. 45. — Malone^ 

* Published, in 1774, in eight volumes, 8vo., under the title of a. 
History of the Earth and Animated Nature. Printed for J. Nourse. — 
Editor, 

' William Julius Mickle, the son of a Scotch clergyman, was bom at 
Langholme, Dumfriesshire, in 1734. He lived the life that poets lived 
in those days ; that is, in difficulties and distress, till 1779, when, being 
appointed secretary to Commodore Johnson, he realised by prize agencies- 
a moderate competence. He retired to Forest Hill, near Oxford, where 
he died in 1788. His translation of the Lusiad is still in some repute r 
and his ballad of "Cumnor Hall " suggested "Kenilworth" to Scott; 
but his other works are almost all forgotten.^ Oo^er. 
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cessation of arms had not jet reached, and he was killed 
upon the spot. Colonel Cecil, who took possession of his 
effects, found in his pocket-book the following solemn 
entry : — 

[Here the date.] " Dreamt — or ^ Sir John Friend 

meets me : " (here the very day on which he was killed was 
mentioned.) Prendergast had been connected with Sir 
John Friend, who was executed for high treason. General 
Oglethorpe said, he was with Colonel Cecil, when Pope 
came and inquired into the truth of this story, which made 
a great noise at the time, and was then coDdirmed by the 
colonel. 

On Saturday, April 11, he appointed me to come to him 
in the evening, when he shotdd be at leisure to give me 
some assistance for the defence of Hastie, the schoolmaster 
of Campbelltown, for whom I was to appear in the House 
of Lords. When I came, I found him unwilling to exert 
himself. I pressed him to write down his thoughts upon 
the subject. He said, " There's no occasion for my writ- 
ing : ril talk to you." He was, however, at last prevailed 
on to dictate to me, while I wrote. 

^^ The charge is, that he has used immoderate and cruel correc- 
tion. Correction in itself is not cruel ; children, being not reason- 
able, can be governed only by fear. To impress this fear is, there- 
fore, one of the first duties of those who have the care of children. 
It is the duty of a parent ; and has never been thought inconsistent 
with parental tenderness. It is the duty of a master, who is in 

* Here was a hlank, which maj be filled up thus : — " was told hy an 
apparition;'* the writer being probably uncertain whether he was 
aslecyp or awake, when his mind was impressed with the solemn presenti- 
ment with which the fact afterwards happened so wonderfully to 
correspond. 

Lord Hardinge, when Secretary at War, informed me, that it appears 
that Colonel Sir Thomas Prendergast, of the twenty-second foot, was 
killed at Malplaquet, August 31, 1709 ; but no trace can be found of any 
Colonel Cecil in the army of that pericKl. The well-known Jacobite, 
Colonel William Cecil, who was sent to the Tower in 1744, could hardly 
have been, in 1709, of the age, rank, and station which Oglethorpe's 
anecdote seems to imply. Is it not very strange, if this story made so 
great a noise, we should read of it no where else ? and, as so much 
curiosity was excited, that the paper should not hare been preserved, or, 
at least, so generally shown as to be mentioned by some other witness ? — 
Oroker, 

II. N 
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his highest exaltation when he is loco parentis. Yet, as good 
things become evil by excess, correction, by being immoderate, 
may become cruel. But when is correction immoderate ? When 
it is more frequent or more severe than is required ad monendum 
et docendum^ for reformation and instruction. No severity is 
cruel which obstinacy makes necessary ; for the greatest cruelty 
would be, to desist, and leave the scholar too careless for in- 
struction, and too much hardened for reproof. Locke, in his 
treatise of education, mentions a mother, with applause, who 
whipped an infant eight times before she subdued it ; for had she 
stopped at the seventh act of correction, her daughter, says he, 
would have been ruined. The degrees of obstinacy in young 
minds are very different : as different must be the degrees of 
persevering severity. A stubborn scholar must be corrected till 
he is subdued. The discipline of a school is military. There 
must be either unbounded licence or absolute authority. The 
master, who pimishes, not only consults the future happiness of 
him who is the immediate subject of correction, but he propagates 
obedience through the whole school, and establishes regulatory by 
exemplary justice. The victorious obstinacy of a single boy 
would make his fiiture endeavours of reformation or instruction 
totally ineffectual. Obstinacy, therefore, must never be victorious. 
Yet it is well known, that there sometimes occurs a sullen and 
hardy resolution, that laughs at all common punishment, and bids 
defiance to all common degrees of pain. Correction must be 
proportionate to occasions. The flexible wiU be reformed by 
gentle discipline, and the refractory must be subdued by harsher 
methods. The degrees of scholastic as well as of military pun- 
ishment, no stated rules can ascertain. It must be enforced tiU 
it overpowers temptation ; till stubbornness becomes flexible, and 
perverseness regular. Custom and reason have, indeed, set some 
bounds to scholastic penalties. The schoolmaster inflicts no 
capital punishments ; nor enforces his edicts by either death or 
mutilation. The civil law has wisely determined, that a master 
who strikes at a scholar's eye shall be considered as criminal. 
But punishments, however severe, that produce no lasting evil, 
may be just and reasonable, because they may be necessary. 
Such have been the punishments used by the respondent. No 
scholar has gone from him either blind or lame, or with any of 
his limbs or powers mjured or impaired. They were irregular, 
and he punished them : they were obstinate, and he enforced his 
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punishment. But however provoked, he never exceeded the 
limits of moderation, for he inflicted nothing beyond present pain ; 
and how much of that was required, no man is so little able to 
determine as those who have determined against him — the parents 
of the offenders. It has been said, that he used unprecedented 
and improper instruments of correction. Of this accusation the 
meaning is not very easy to be found. No instrument of correc- 
tion is more proper than another, but as it is better adapted to 
produce present pain without lasting mischief. Whatever were 
his instruments, no lasting mischief has ensued ; and therefore, 
however unusual, in hands so cautious they were proper. It has 
been objected, that the respondent admits the charge of cruelty by 
producing no evidence to confute it. Let it be considered, that 
his scholars are either dispersed at large in the world, or continue 
to inhabit the place in which they were bred. Those who are 
dispersed cannot be found ; those who remain are the sons of his 
prosecutors, and are not likely to support a man to whom their 
fathers are enemies. If it be supposed that the enmity of their 
fathers proves the justness of the charge, it must be considered 
how often experience shows us, that men who are angry on one 
ground will accuse on another; with how little kindness, in a 
town of low trade, a man who lives by learning is regarded ; and 
how implicitly, where the inhabitants are not very rich, a rich 
man is hearkened to and followed. In a place like Campbell- 
town, it is easy for one of the principal inhabitants to make a 
party. It is easy for that party to heat themselves with imaginary 
grievances. It is easier for them to oppress a man poorer than 
themselves, and natural to assert the dignity of riches, by persist- 
ing in oppression. The argument which attempts to prove the 
impropriety of restoring him to the school, by alleging that he 
has lost the confidence of the people, is not the subject of juridical 
consideration ; for he is to suffer, if he must suffer, not for their 
judgment, but for his own actions. It may be convenient for 
them to have another master ; but it is a convenience of their own 
making. It would be likewise convenient for him to find another 
school ; but this convenience he cannot obtain. The question is 
not what is now convenient, but what is generally right. If the 
people of Campbelltown be distressed by the restoration of the 
respondent, they are distressed only by their own fault; by 
turbulent passions and unreasonable desires ; by tyranny, which 
law has defeated, and by malice, which virtue has surmounted.** 
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" This, Sir," said he, " you are to turn in your mind, and 
make the best use of it you can in your speech." 

Of our friend Goldsmith he said, " Sir, he is so much 
afraid of being unnoticed, that he often talks merely lest 
you should forget that he is in the company." Boswbll. 
"Yes, he stands forward." Johnson. "True, Sir; but if 
a man is to stand forward, he should wish to do it, not in 
an awkward posture, not in rags, not so as that he shall 
only be exposed to ridicule." Boswell. " For my part, I 
like very well to hear honest Goldsmith talk away care- 
lessly." Johnson. "Why, yes, Sir; but he should not 
like to hear himself." 

On Tuesday, April 14, the decree of the court of sessions 
in the schoolmaster's cause was reyersed in the House of 
Lords, after a very eloquent speech by Lord Mansfield, 
who showed himself an adept in school discipline, but I 
thought was too rigorous towards my client. On the 
evening of the next day I supped with Dr. Johnson, at the 
Crown and Anchor tavern, in the Strand, in company with 
Mr. Langton and his brother-in-law. Lord Binning.^ I 
repeated a sentence of Lord Mansfield's speech, of which, 
by the aid of Mr. Longlands, the solicitor on the other 
side, who obligingly allowed me to compare his note with 
my own, I have a full copy : — " My Lords, severity is not 
the way to govern either boys or men." "Nay," said 
Johnson, "it is the way to govern them. I know not 
whether it be the way to mend them." 

I talked of the recent ^ expulsion of six students from 
the University of Oxford, who were methodists, and would 
not desist from publicly praying and exhorting. Johnson. 
" Sir, that expulsion was extremely just and proper. What 
have they to do at an university, who are not willing to be 
taught, but will presume to teach ? Where is religion to 

^ Charles, Lord Binning, afterwards eighth Earl of Haddington, was 
the son of Mary Holt, who, by a first marriage with Mr. Lloyd, was the 
mother of Lady Bothes, Mr. Langton's wife. Lord Haddington died in 
1828.— C!roAref. 

^ Not very recent, if he alluded to six members of St. Edmund Hall, 
who were expelled. May, 1768. See Grentleman's Magazine, vol. xxxviii., 
p. 225. But probably Boswell, writing, or at least publishing, at an 
interval of twenty years, thought that 1768 was, in 1772, recent, -^ 
Oroker, 
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be learnt but at an university ? Sir, they were examined, 
and found to be mighty ignorant fellows." Boswell. 
*' But, was it not hard. Sir, to expel them ; for I am told 
they were good beings ? " Johnson. " I believe they might 
be good beings ; but they were not fit to be in the Univer- 
sity of Oxford. A cow is a very good animal in the field ; 
but we turn her out of & garden." Lord Elibank used to 
repeat this as an illustration uncommonly happy. 

Desirous of calling Johnson forth to talk, and exercise 
his wit, though I should myself be the object of it, I reso- 
lutely ventured to undertake the defence of convivial in- 
dulgence in wine, though he was not to-night in the most 
gemal humour. After urging the common plausible topics, 
I at last had recourse to the maxim, in vino Veritas, a man 
who is well warmed with wine will speak truth. Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, that may be an argument for drinking if you 
suppose men in general to be liars. But, Sir, I would not 
keep company with a fellow who lies as long as he is sober, 
and whom you must make drunk before you can get a 
word of truth out of him." ^ 

Mr. Langton told us he was about to establish a school 
upon his estate ; but it had been suggested to him, that it 
might have a tendency to make the people less industrious. 
Johnson. " No, Sir ; while learning to read and write is a 
distinction, the few who have that distinction may be the 
less inclined to work ; but when everybody learns to read 
and write, it is no longer a distinction. A man who has a 
laced waistcoat is too fine a man to work ; but if every body 
had laced waistcoats, we should have people working in 
laced waistcoats. There are no people whatever more in- 
dustrious, none who work more, than our manufacturers ; 
yet they have all learnt to read and write. Sir, you must 
not neglect doing a thing immediately good, from fear of 
remote evil ; from fear of its being abused. A man who 
has candles may sit up too late, which he would not do if 
he had not candles ; but nobody will deny that the art of 

^ Mrs. Piozzi, in her Anecdotes, p. 261, has given an erroneous account 
of this incident, as of many others. She pretends to relate it from recol- 
lection, as if she herself had been present : when the fact is, that it was 
communicated to her by me. She has represented it as a personality, 
and the true point has escaped her. [See Johnsoniana. — Editor.] 
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making candles, by whicli light is continued to ns beyond 
the time that the sun gives us light, is a valuable art, and 
ought to be preserved." Boswell. " But, Sir, would it 
not be better to follow nature, and go to bed and rise just 
as nature gives us light or withholds it?" Johnson. 
" No, Sir ; for then we should have no kind of equality in 
the partition of our time between sleeping and waking. Jt 
would be very different in different seasons and in different 
l^laces. In some of the northern parts of Scotland how 
little light is there in the depth of winter ! '* 

We talked of Tacitus, and I hazarded an opinion that, 
with all his merit for penetration, shrewdness of judgment, 
and terseness of expression, he was too compact, too much 
broken into hints, as it were, and, therefore, too difficult to 
be understood. To my great satisfaction. Dr. Johnson 
sanctioned this opinion. " Tacitus, Sir, seems to me rather 
to have made notes for an historical work, than to have 
written a history." ^ 

At this time, it appears, from his " Prayers and Medita- 
tions," that he had been more than commonly diligent in 
religious duties, particularly in reading the Holy Scriptures. 
It was Passion Week, that solemn season which the Christian 
world has appropriated to the commemoration of the mys- 
teries of our redemption, and during which, whatever 
embers of religion are in our breasts, will be kindled into 
pious warmth. 

I paid him short visits both on Friday and Saturday ; 
and, seeing his large folio Greek Testament before him, 
beheld him with a reverential awe, and would not intrude 
upon his time. While he was thus employed to such good 
purpose, and while his friends in their intercourse with 
him constantly foimd a vigorous intellect and a lively 
imagination, it is melancholy to read in his private register, 
" My mind is unsettled and my memory confused. I have 
of late turned my thoughts with a very useless earnestness 
upon past incidents. I have yet got no command over my 
thoughts: an unpleasing incident is almost certain to 

^ It is remarkable that Lord Monboddo, iK-hom, on acxK>nnt of his re> 
sembling Dr. Johnson in some particulars, Foute called an Elzevir edition 
of him, has, by coincidence, made the very same remark. — Origin and 
Progress of Luignage, vol. iii., 2d edit, p. 219. 
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liinder my rest."^ What philosophic heroism was it in 
him to appear with such manly fortitude to the world, 
while he was inwardly so distressed ! We may surely 
believe that the mysterious principle of being " made 
perfect through suffering," was to be strongly exemplified 
in him. 

On Sunday, April 19, being Easter-day, General Paoli 
and I paid him a visit before dinner. We talked of the 
notion that blind persons can distinguish colours by the 
touch. Johnson said, that Professor Saunderson ^ mentions 
his havmg attempted to do it, but that he found he was 
aiming at an impossibility ; that, to be sure, a difference in 
the STirface makes the difference of colours ; but that dif- 
ference is so fine, that it is not sensible to the touch. The 
G^aeral mentioned jugglers and fraudulent gamesters, who 
could know cards by the touch. Dr. Johnson said, " The 
cards used by such persons must be less polished than ours 
commonly are." 

We talked of sounds. The General said, there was no 
beauty in a simple sound, but only in an harmonious com- 
position of sounds. I presumed to differ from this opinion, 
and mentioned the soft and sweet sound of a fine woman's 
voice. Johnson. " No, Sir, if a serpent or a toad uttered 
it, you would think it ugly." Boswell. " So you would 
think. Sir, were a beautiful tune to be uttered by one of 
those animals." Johnson. " No, Sir, it would be admired. 
We have seen fine fiddlers whom we liked as little as toads " 
(laughing). 

Talking on the subject of taste in the arts, he said, that 
difference of taste was, in truth, difference of skill." Bos- 
well. " But, Sir, is there not a quality called taste, which 
consists merely in perception or in liking ? for instance, we 
find people differ much as to what is the best style of 
English composition. Some think Swift's the best ; others 
prefer a fuller and grander way of writing." Johnson. 
" Sir, you must first define what you mean by style, before 
you can judge who has a good taste in style, and who has 

^ Prayers and Meditations, p. 110. 

' Nicholas Saunderson, Professor of Mathematics in the University 
of Cambridge, died April 19, 1739. He had lost his sight by the small- 
pox when two years old. — Wright. 
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a bad. The two classes of persons wliom you have men- 
tioned, don*t differ as to good and bad. They both agree 
that Swift has a good neat style ; but one loves a neat 
style, another loves a style of more splendour. In like 
manner, one loves a plain coat, another loves a laced coat ; 
but neither will deny that each is good in its kind." 

While I remained in London this spring, I was with him 
at several other times, both by himself and in company. I 
dined with him one day at the Crown and Anchor tavern, 
in the Strand, with Lord Elibank, Mr. Langton, and Dr. 
Vansittart, of Oxford. Without specifying each particular 
day, I have preserved the following memorable things. 

I regretted the reflection, in his preface to Shakspeare, 
against Garrick, to whom we cannot but apply the following 
passage : — " I collated such copies as I could procure, and 
wished for more, but have not foimdthe collectors of these 
rarities very communicative." I told him, that Garrick 
had complained to me of it, and had vindicated himself by 
assuring me, that Johnson was made welcome to the full 
use of his collection, and that he left the key of it with a 
servant, with orders to have a fire and every convenience 
for him. I found Johnson's notion was, that Garrick 
wanted to be courted for them, and that, on the contrary, 
Garrick should have courted him, and sent him the plays 
of his own accord. But, indeed, considering the slovenly 
and careless manner in which books were treated by John- 
son, it could not be expected that scarce and valuable edi- 
tions should have been lent to him.^ 

A gentleman having, to some of the usual ailments for 
drinking, added this: — "You know, Sir, drinking drives 
away care, and makes us forget whatever is disagreeable. 
Would not you allow a man to drink for that reason ? " 
Johnson. " Yes, Sir, if he sat next yott." 

I expressed a liking for Mr. Francis Osborne's ' works, 

^ Cooke in his Life of Foote records an instance of Johnson's treating 
Garriek's library very roughly — opening the books so wide as to crack 
the backs, and throwing them on the floor, to poor Garrick*8 very natural 
displeasure. No portion of Johnson's character is so painful to a general 
admirer as his treatment of Garrick. — Croker, 

^ Oi'the family of the Osbomes of Chicksands, in Bedfordshire. The 
work by which he is now best known is his Historical Memoirs of the 
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and asked him what he thought of that writer. He 
answered, " A conceited fellow. Were a man to write so 
now, the boys would throw stones at him." He, however, 
did not alter my opinion of a favourite author, to whom I 
was first directed by his being quoted in " The Spectator," * 
and in whom I have found much shrewd and lively sense, 
expressed, indeed, in a style somewhat quaint ; which, 
however, I do not dislike. His book has an air of origi- 
nality. We figure to ourselves an ancient gentleman talking 
to us. 

When one of his friends endeavoured to maintain that a 
coimtry gentleman might contrive to pass his life very 
agreeably, " Sir," said he, " you cannot give me an instance 
of any man who is permitted to lay out his own time, con- 
triving not to have tedious hours." This observation, how- 
ever, is equally applicable to gentlemen who live in cities, 
and are of no profession. 

He said, "There is no permanent national character : it 
varies according to circumstances. Alexander the Q-reat 
swept India ; now the Turks sweep Greece." 

A learned gentleman, who, in the course of conversation, 
wished to inform us of this simple fact, that the counsel 
upon the circuit of Shrewsbury were much bitten by fleas, 
took, I suppose, seven or eight minutes in relating it cir- 
cumstantially. He in a plenitude of phrase told us, that 
large bales of woollen cloth were lodged in the town -hall ; 
that by reason of this, fleas nestled there in prodigious 
numbers ; that the lodgings of the counsel were near the 
town-hall ; and that those little animals moved from place 
to place with wonderful agility. Johnson sat in great 
impatience till the gentleman had finished his tedious 
narrative, and then burst out (playfully however), " It is 
a pity. Sir, that you have not seen a hon; for a flea 

Reign of Qneen Elizabeth and King James, written in a very acrimonious 
spirit. He had attached himself to the Pembroke family; and, like 
Earl Philip, whom Walpole designates by the too gentle appellation 
of memorable simpleton^ joined the Parliamentarians. He died in 1659. 
— Croker. 

^ No. 150. Osborne advises his son to appear, in his habit, rather 
above than below his fortune ; and tells him that he will find a handsome 
suit of clothes always procures some additional respect. — Wright. 
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has taken you sucli a time, that a iion must have served 
you a twelvemonth." ^ 

He would not allow Scotland to derive any credit from 
Lord Mansfield ; for he was educated in England. ''Much/' 
saidhe, "maybe made of a Scotchman, if he be caw^A^ young." 

Talking of a modem historian and a modem moralist, he 
said, " There is more thought in the moralist than in the 
historian. There is but a shallow stream of thought in 
history." Boswell. " But, surely, Sir, an historian has 
reflection ? " Johnson. " Why, yes, Sir ; and so has a cat 
when she catches a mouse for her kitten : but she cannot 
write like [BeaMie] ; neither can [Bohertson].'* ^ 

He said, " I am very unwilling to read the manuscripts 
of authors, and give them my opinion. If the authors who 
apply to me have money, I bid them boldly print without a 
name ; if they have written in order to get money, then to 
go to the booksellers and make the best bargain they can." 
BoswELL. " But, Sir, if a bookseller should bring you a 
manuscript to look at ? " Johnson. " Why, Sir, I would 
desire the bookseller to take it away." 

I mentioned a friend of mine who had resided long in 
Spain, and was unwilling to return to Britain. Johnson. 
"Sir, he is attached to some woman." Boswell. "I 
rather believe. Sir, it is the fine climate which keeps him 
there." Johnson. " Nay, Sir, how can you talk so ? What 
is climaie to happiness ? Place me in the heart of Asia ; 
should I not be exiled? What proportion does climate 
bear to the complex system of human life ? You may ad- 
vise me to go to live at Bologna to eat sausages. The 
sausages there are the best in the world ; they lose much by 
being carried." 

On Saturday, May 9, Mr. Dempster and I had agreed to 
dine by ourselves at the British Coffee-house. Johnson, on 
whom I happened to call in the morning, said he would join 
us ; which he did, and we spent a very agreeable day, though 
I recollect but little of what passed. 

' Mrs. Fiozzi, to whom I told this anecdote, has related it as if the 
gentleman had given ** the natural history of the motise." Anecdotes, 
p. 191. 

* The historian and the moralist, whose names Mr. Boswell had left 
in blank, are Drs. Bobertson and Beattie. — Croker, 
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He said, " Walpole was a minister given by the King to 
the people : Pitt was a minister given by the people to the 
King, — as an adjunct." 

" The misfortune of Goldsmith in conversation is this : 
he goes on without knowing how he is to get off. His 
genius is great, but his knowledge is small. As they say 
of a generous man, it is a pity he is not rich, we may say 
of Goldsmith, it is a pity he is not knowing. He would 
not keep his knowledge to himself." 

Before leaving London this year, I consulted him upon a 
question purely of Scotch law. It was held of old, and con- 
tinued for a long period to be an established principle in 
that law, that whoever intermeddled with the effects of a 
person deceased, without the interposition of legal authority 
to guard against embezzlement, should be subjected to pay 
all the debts of the deceased, as having been guilty of what 
was technically called vicious intromission. The court of 
session had gradually relaxed the strictness of this princi- 
ple, where the interference proved had been inconsiderable. 
In a case ^ which came before that court the preceding 
winter, I had laboured to persuade the judge to return to 
the ancient law. It was my own sincere opinion, that they 
ought to adhere to it ; but I had exhausted all my powers 
of reasoning in vain. Johnson thought as I did ; and, in 
order to assist me in my application to the Court for a re- 
vision and alteration of the judgment, he dictated to me the 
following Argument : — 

" This, we are told, is a law which has its force only from the 
long practice of the court ; and may, therefore, be suspended or 
modified as the court shall think proper. 

*' Concerning the power of the court to make or to suspend a 
law, we have no intention to inquire. It is sufficient for our 
purpose that every just law is dictated by reason, and that the 
practice of every legal court is regulated by equity. It is the 
quality of reason to be invariable and constant ; and of equity, to 
give to one man what, in the same case, is given to another. The 
advantage which humanity derives from law is this ; that the law 
gives every man a rule of action, and prescribes a mode of conduct 
which shall entitle him to the support and protection of society. 
^ Wilson against Smith and Armour. 
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That the law maj be a rule of action, it is necessary that it be 
known; it is necessary that it be permanent and stable. The 
law is the measure of civil right ; but if the measure be change- 
able, the extent of the thing measured never can be settled. 

" To permit a law to be modified at discretion, is to leave the 
community without law. It is to withdraw the direction of that 
public wisdom, by which the deficiencies of private understand- 
ing are to be supplied. It is to suffer the rash and ignorant to 
act at discretion, and then to depend for the legality of that 
action on the sentence of the judge. He that is thus governed 
lives not by law, but by opinion : not by a certain rule, to which 
he can apply his intention before he acts, but by an uncertain and 
variable opinion, which he can never know but after he has com- 
mitted the act on which that opinion shall be passed. He lives 
by a law (if a law it be), which he can never know before he has 
offended it. To this case may be justly applied that important 
principle, misera est servitus ubijus est ant incognitum out vagum. 
If intromission be not criminal till it exceeds a certain point, and 
that point be unsettled, and consequently different in different 
minds, the right of intromission, and the right of the creditor 
arising from it, are all jura vaga, and, by consequence, are jura 
incognita ; and the result can be no other than a misera servitus, 
an uncertainty concerning the event of action, a servile depen- 
dence on private opinion. 

" It may be urged, and with great plausibility, that there may 
be intromission without fraud ; which, however true, will by no 
means justify an occasional and arbitrary relaxation of the law. 
The end of law is protection as well as vengeance. Indeed ven- 
geance is never used but to strengthen protection. That society 
only is well governed, where life is freed from danger, and from 
suspicion ; where possession is so sheltered by salutary prohibi- 
tions, that violation is prevented more frequently than pimished. 
Such a prohibition was this, while it operated with its original 
force. The creditor of the deceased was not only without loss, 
but without fear. He was not to seek a remedy for an injury 
suffered ; for injury was warded off. 

*^ As the law has been sometimes administered, it lays us open 
to wounds, because it is imagined to have the power of healing. 
To punish fraud when it is detected is the proper art of vindica- 
tive justice ; but to prevent frauds, and make punishment un- 
necessary, is the great employment of legislative wisdom. To 
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permit intromission, and to punish fraud, is to make law no better 
than a pitfall. To tread upon the brink is safe ; but to come a 
step further is destruction. But, surely it is better to enclose 
the gulf, and hinder all access, than, by encouraging us to 
advance a little, to entice us afterwards a little further, and let 
us perceive our folly only by our destruction. 

*' As law supplies the weak with adventitious strength, it like- 
wise enlightens the ignorant with intrinsic understanding. Law 
teaches us to know when we commit injury and when we suffer 
it. It fixes certain marks upon actions, by which we are ad- 
monished to do or to forbear them. Qui sibi bene temperat in 
licitutj says one of the fathers, nunquam cadet in illicita. He who 
never intromits at all, will never intromit with fraudulent in- 
tentions. 

'* The relaxation of the law against vicious intromission has been 
very fevourably represented by a great master of jurisprudence,' 
whose words have been exhibited with unnecessary pomp, and 
seem to be considered as irresistibly decisive. The great 
moment of his authority makes it necessary to examine his 
position. * Some ages ago,' says he, * before the ferocity of the 
inhabitants of this part of the island was subdued, the utmost 
severity of the civil law was necessary, to restrain individuals 
from plundering each other. Thus, the man who intermeddled 
irregularly with the moveables of a person deceased was subjected 
to all the debts of the deceased without limitation. This makes 
a branch of the law of Scotland, known by the name of vicious 
intromission ; and so rigidly was this regulation applied in our 
courts of law, that the most trifling moveable abstracted mala 
fide, subjected the intermeddler to the foregoing consequences, 
which proved in many instances a most rigorous punishment. 
But this severity was necessary, in order to subdue the undisci- 
plined nature of our people. It is extremely remarkable that in 
proportion to our improvement in manners, this regulation ha» 
been gradually' softened and applied by our sovereign court with 
a sparing hand.* 

" I find myself under a necessity of observing, that this learned 
and judicious writer has not accurately distinguished the deficien- 
cies and demands of the different conditions of human life, which,, 
from a degree of savageness and independence, in which all law» 

' Lord Kames, in his Historical Law Tracts. 
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Are vain, passes or may pass, by innumerable gradations, to a state 
of reciprocal benignity in which laws shall be no longer necessary. 
Men are first wild and unsocial, living each man to himself, taking 
from the weak and losing to the strong. In their first coalitions 
of society, much of this original savageness is retailed. Of 
general happiness, the product of general confidence, there is yet 
no thought. Men continue to prosecute their own advantages 
by the nearest way ; and the utmost severity of the civil law is 
necessary to restrain individuals f]%)m plundering each other. The 
restraints then necessary are restraints from plunder, from acts of 
public violence, and undisguised oppression. The ferocity of our 
Ancestors, as of all other nations, produced not fraud but rapine. 
They had not yet learned to cheat, and attempted only to rob. 
As manners grow more polished, with the knowledge of good, 
men attain likewise dexterity in evil. Open rapine becomes less 
frequent, and violence gives way to cunning. Those who before 
invaded pastures and stormed houses, now begin to enrich them- 
selves by unequal contracts and fraudulent intromissions. It is 
not against the violence of ferocity, but the circumventions of 
•deceit, that this law was framed ; and I am afraid the increase of 
commerce, and the incessant struggle for riches which commerce 
excites, gives us no prospect of an end speedily to be expected of 
Artifice and fraud. It therefore seems to be no very conclusive 
reasoning, which connects those two propositions : — * the nation 
is become less ferocious, and therefore the laws against frAud and 
covin shall be relaxed.* 

" Whatever reason may have influenced the judges to a re- 
laxation of the law, it was not that the nation was grown less 
fierce ; and, I am afraid, it cannot be affirmed, that it is grown 
less fraudulent. 

" Since this law has been represented as rigorously and un- 
reasonably penal, it seems not improper to consider what are the 
conditions and qualities that make the justice or propriety of a 
penal law. 

*' To make a penal law reasonable and just, two conditions are 
necessary, and two proper. It is necessary that the law should 
be adequate to its end ; that, if it be observed, it shall prevent 
the evil against which it is directed. It is, secondly, necessary 
that the end of the law be of such importance as to deserve the 
security of penal sanction. The other conditions of a penal law, 
which, though not absolutely necessary, are to a very high degree 
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fit, are, that to the moral violation of the law there are many tempta- 
tions, and that of the physical observance there is great facility. 

*'AII these conditions apparently concur to justify the law 
which we are now considering. Its end is the security of pro- 
perty, and property very often of great value. The method by 
which it effects the security is efficacious, because it admits, in 
its original rigour, no gradations of injury ; but keeps guilt and 
innocence apart, by a distinct and definite limitation. He that 
intromits is criminal ; he that intromits not is innocent. Of the 
two secondary considerations, it cannot be denied that both are 
in our favour. The temptation to intromit is frequent and 
strong; so strong and so frequent, as to require the utmost 
activity of justice, and vigilance of caution, to withstand its 
prevalence ; and the method by which a man may entitle himself 
to legal intromission is so open and so facile, that to neglect it is 
a proof of fraudulent intention ; for why should a man omit to do 
(but for reasons which he will not confess) that which he can do 
so easily, and that which he knows to be required by the law ? 
If temptation were rare, a penal law might be deemed unnecessary. 
If the duty enjoined by the law were of difficult performance, 
omission, though it could not be justified, might be pitied. But 
in the present case neither equity nor compassion operate against 
it. A usefiil, a necessary law is broken, not only without a 
reasonable motive, but with all the inducements to obedience that 
can be derived from safety and facility. 

" I therefore return to my original position, that a law, to have 
its effects, must be permanent and stable. . It may be said, in the 
language of the schools. Lex non recipit majtu et minus, — we may 
have a law, or we may have no law, but we cannot have half a 
law. We must either have a rule of action, or be permitted to 
act by discretion and by chance. Deviations from the law must 
be uniformly punished, or no man can be certain when he shall 
be safe. 

" That fi:om the rigour of the original institution this court has 
sometimes departed, cannot be denied. But, as it is evident that 
such deviations, as they make law uncertain, make life unsafe, I 
hope, that of departing from it there will now be an end ; that 
the wisdom of our ancestors will be treated with due reverence ; 
and that consistent and steady decisions will furnish the people 
with a rule of action, and leave fraud and fraudulent intromissions 
no future hope of impunity or escape." 
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With such comprehension of mind, and such clearness of 
penetration, did he thus treat a subject altogether new to 
him, without any other preparation than my having stated 
to him the aiguments which had been used on each side of 
the question. His intellectual powers appeared with pe- 
culiar lustre, when tried against those of a writer of such 
fame as Lord Kames, and that, too, in his Lordship's own 
department. 

This masterly argument, after being prefaced and con- 
cluded with some sentences of my own, and garnished with 
the usual formularies, was actually printed and laid before 
the lords of session, but without success. My respected 
friend Lord Hailes, however, one of that honourable body, 
had critical sagacity enough to discover a more than or- 
dinary hand in the petition, I told him Dr. Johnson had 
favoured me with his pen. His lordship, with wonderful 
acumen, pointed out exactly where his composition began, 
and where it ended. But, that I may do impartial justice, 
and conform to the great rule of courts, 8uum cuique 
tribuito, 1 must add, that their lordships in general, though 
they were pleased to call this " a well-drawn paper," pre- 
ferred the former veiy inferior petition, which I had written ; 
thus confirming the truth of an observation made to me by 
one of their number, in a merry mood : — " My dear Sir, 
give yourself no trouble in the composition of the papers 
you present to us ; for, indeed, it is casting pearls before 
swine." 

I renewed my solicitations that Dr. Johnson would this 
year accomplish his long-intended visit to Scotland. 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"August 13,1772. 
" Dbab Sib, 

" The regret has not been little with which I have missed 
a journey so pregnant with pleasing expectations, as that in which 
I could promise myself not only the gratification of curiosity, both 
rational and fanciful, but the delight of seeing those whom I lovo 
and esteem. * * * * But such has been the course of things, 
that I could not come ; and such has been, I am afraid, the state 
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of mj body, that it would not well have seconded my mclination. 
My body, I think, grows better, and I refer my hopes to another 
year ; for I am very sincere in my design to pay the visit, and 
take the ramble. In the mean time, do not omit any opportunity 
of keeping up a favourable opinion of me in the minds of any of 
my friends. Beattie*s book * is, I believe, every day more liked ; 
at least, I like it more, as I look more upon it. 

** I am glad if you got credit by your cause ; and am yet of 
opinion that our cause was good, and that the determination ought 
to have been in your favour. Poor Hastie [the schoolmaster], I 
think, had but his deserts. 

" You promised to get me a little Pindar : you may add to it 
a Httle Anacreon. 

" The leisure which I cannot enjoy, it will be a pleasure to 
hear that you employ upon the antiquities of the feudal establish- 
ment. The whole system of ancient tenures is gradually passing 
away ; and I wish to have the knowledge of it preserved adequate 
and complete; for such an institution makes a very important 
part of the history of mankind. Do not forget a design so worthy 
of a scholar who studies the law of his country, and of a gentleman 
who may naturally be curious to know the condition of his own 
ancestors. I am, dear Sir, yours with great affection, 

"Sam. Johnson." 



TO DR. JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh, Dec. 25, 1772. 
" Mt deab Sib, 

" I was much disappointed that you did not come to Scot- 
land last autumn. However, I must own that your letter prevents 
me from complaining ; not only because I am sensible that the 
state of your health was but too good an excuse, but because 
you write in a strain which shows that you have agreeable views 
of the scheme which we have so long proposed. 

*♦#*## 
" I communicated to Beattie what you said of his book in your 

^ Essay on Truth: first edition 1770; in less than four years five 
large editions were sold. Chalmers' Biog. IHcL— Editor, 
II. O 
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last letter to me. He writes to me thus: — *You judge very 
rightly in supposing that Dr. Jobnson*8 favourable opinion of my 
book must give me great delight. Indeed, it is impossible for 
me to say how much I am gratified by it ; for there is not a man 
upon earth whose good opinion I would be more ambitious to 
cultivate. His talents and his virtues I reverence more than any 
words can express. The extraordinary civilities (the paternal 
attentions I should rather say), and the many instructions I have 
had the honour to receive from him, will to me be a perpetual 
source of pleasure in the recollection, — 

" * Dum Tnemor ipse md, dum apiritus hos reget artvs.^ 

" ^ I had still some thoughts, while the summer lasted, of being 
obliged to go to London on some little business; otherwise I 
should certainly have troubled him with a letter several months 
ago, and given some vent to my gratitude and admiration. This 
I intend to do as soon as I am left a little at leisure. Meantime, 
if you have occasion to write to him, I beg you will offer him my 
most respectful compliments, and assure him of the sincerity of 
my attachment and the warmth of my gratitude.* 

*' I am, &c. " James Bos well." 

In 1773, his only publication was an edition of his folio 
" Dictionary," with additions and corrections ; nor did he, 
so far as is known, furnish any productions of his fertile 
pen to any of his numerous friends or dependants, except 
the Preface*' to his old amanuensis Macbean's " Dictionary 
of Ancient Geography." His " Shakspeare," indeed, which 
had been received with high approbation by the public, and 
gone through several editions, was this year republished by 
George Steevens, Esq., a gentleman not only deeply skilled 
in ancient learning, and of very extensive- reading in English 
literature, especially the early writers, but at the same time 
of acute discernment and elegant taste. It is almost 
unnecessary to say, that by his great and valuable additions 

* He, however, wrote, or partly wrote, an Epitaph on Mrs. Bell, wife 
of his friend John Bell, Esq., brother of the Bev. Dr. Bell, Prebendary 
of Westminster, which is printed in his works. It is in English prose, 
and has so little of his manner, that I did not believe he had any hand 
in it, till I was satisfied of the fact by the authority of Mr. Bell 
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to Dr. Johnson's work, lie justly obtained considerable 
reputation : — 

" Diviflum imperiuxn cum Jove Csesar habet." 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

''London, Feb. 22, 1773. 

*^ Dear Sib, 

'' I have read your kind letter much more than the elegant 
Pindar which it accompanied. I am always glad to find myself 
not forgotten ; and to be forgotten by you would give me great 
nneasiness. My northern friends have never been unkind to me : 
I have from you, dear Sir, testimonies of aifection, which I have 
not often been able to excite ; and Dr. Beattie rates the testimony 
which I was desirous of paying to his merit, much higher than I 
should have thought it reasonable to expect. 

" I have heard of your masquerade.^ What says your synod 
to such innovations ? I am not studiously scrupulous, nor do I 
think a masquerade either evil in itself, or very likely to be the 
occasion of evil; yet, as the world thinks it a very licentious 
relaxation of manners, I would not have been one of the first 
masquers in a country where no masquerade had ever been 
before.* 

** A new edition of my great * Dictionary ' is printed, from a 
copy which I was persuaded to revise; but, having made no 
preparation, I was able to do very little. Some superfluities I 
have expunged, and some faults I have corrected, and here and 
there have scattered a remark ; but the main fabric of the work 
remains as it was. I had looked very little into it since I wrote 
it ; and, I think, I found it full as often better, as worse, than I 
expected. 

** Baretti and Davies have had a furious quarrel ; a quarrel, I 
think, irreconcHeable. Dr. Goldsmith has a new comedy, which 

* Given by a lady at Edinburgh. 

^ There hiad been masquerades in Scotland ; but not for a very long 
time. 

This masquerade was given on the 15th of January, by the Ck>untes8 
Dowager of Fife. Johnson had no doubt seen an account of it in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for January, where it is said to have been the 
first masquerade ever seen in Scotland. Mr. Boswell himself appeared 
in the character of a Dumb Conjuror. — Oroker, 
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is expected in the spring. No name is yet given it. The chief 
diversion arises from a stratagem by which a lover is made to 
mistake his future father-in-law's house for an inn. This, you 
see, borders upon farce. The dialogue is quick and gay, and 
the incidents are so prepared as not to seem improbable.^ 

'^ I am sorry that you lost your cause of intromission, because 
I yet think the arguments on your side unanswerable. But you 
seem, I think, to say that you gained reputation even by your 
defeat ; and reputation you will daily gain, if you keep Lord 
Auchinleck*s precept in your mind, and endeavour to consolidate 
in your mind a firm and regular system of law, instead of picking 
up occasional fragments. 

" My health seems in general to improve ; but I have been 
troubled for many weeks with a vexatious catarrh, which is 
sometimes sufficiently distressful. I have not found any great 
effects from bleeding and physic ; and 1 am afraid that I must 
expect help from brighter days and softer air. 

" Write to me now and then ; and whenever any good befalls 
you, make haste to let me know it ; for no one will rejoice at it 
more than, dear Sir, your most humble servant, 

"Sam. Johnson. 

"You continue to stand very high in the favour of Mrs. 
Thrale." 

While a former ' edition of my work was passing through 
the press, I was unexpectedly favoured with a packet from 
Philadelphia, from Mx. James Abercrombie, a gentleman of 
that country, who is pleased to honour me with very high 
praise of my " life of Dr. Johnson." To have the fame of 
my illustrious friend, and his faithful biographer, echoed 
from the New World, is extremely flattering; and my 
grateful acknowledgments shall be wafted across the 

^ *^ She Stoops to Conquer, or the Mistakes of a Night," was per- 
formed, for the first time, at Covent Garden, on the 15th of March. 
Mr. Prior, in his Life of Goldsmith, tells us that something like the 
main incident had happened to the Author himself in early life, — and the 
farcical trick of driving Mrs. Hardcastle round her own house, while she 
fancied she was going a journey, was actually practised by Sheridan on 
Madame de G^nlis. — Croker, 

* In the second edition, in which the letters were introduced out of 
their chronological order. In the third edition this deviation was 
iecti^ed,-~Editor. 
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Atlantic. Mr. Abercrombie has politelj conferred on me 
a considerable additional obligation, bj transmitting to me 
copies of two letters from Dr. Johnson to American gentle- 
men. " Gladly, Sir," says he, " would I have lent you the 
originals ; but being the only relics of the kind in America, 
they are considered by the possessors of such inestimable 
Talue, that no possible consideration would induce them to 
part with them. In some future publication of yours 
relative to that great and good man, they may perhaps be 
thought worthy of insertion." 



TO MR. 

«* London, Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, 
March 4, 1773. 
"Sib, 

" That in the hurry of a sudden departure you should 
yet find leisure to consult my convenience, is a degree of kind- 
ness, and an instance of regard, not only beyond my claims, but 
above my expectation. You are not mistaken in supposing 
that I set a high value on my American friends, and that you 
should confer a very valuable favour upon me by giving me an 
opportunity of keeping myself in their memory. 

" I have taken the liberty of troubling you with a packet, to 
which I wish a safe and speedy conveyance, because I wish a safe 
and speedy voyage to him that conveys it. I am. Sir, your 
most humble servant, ** Sam. Johnson." 



TO REV. MR. WHITE." 

"Johnson's Court, March 4, 1773. 
" Deae Sie, 

" Your kindness for your friends accompanies you across 
the Atlantic. It was long since observed by Horace, that no 

^ This gentleman, who now resides in America, in a public character 
of considerable dignity, desired that his name might not be transcribed 
at foil length. 

Probably a Mr. Richard Bland, of Virginia, whose " Inquiry into the 
Rights of the British Colonies" was republished in London in 1770. — 
Croker, 

^ Now Dr, White, and Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Ponnsyl- 
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ship could leave care behind : you have been attended in your 
voyage by other powers, — by benevolence and constancy ; and I 
hope care did not often show her face in their company. 

"I received the copy of Rasselas. The impression is not 
magnificent, but it flatters an author, because the printer seems 
to have expected that it would be scattered among the people. 
The little book has been well received, and is translated into 
Italian, French, German, and Dutch. It has now one honour 
more by an American edition. 

" I know not that much has happened since your departure 
that can engage your curiosity. Of all public transactions the 
whole world is now informed by the newspapers. Opposition 
seems to despond ; and the dissenters, though they have taken 
advantage of unsettled times, and a government much enfeebled, 
seem not likely to gain any immunities. 

" Dr. Goldsmith has a new comedy in rehearsal at Covent 
Garden, to which the manager predicts ill success.^ I hope he 
will be mistaken. I think it deserves a very kind reception. 

^^ I shall soon publish a new edition of my large Dictionary. 
I have been persuaded to revise it, and have mended some faults, 
but added little to its usefulness. 

" No book has been published since your departure, of which 
much notice is taken. Faction only fills the town with pam- 
phlets, and greater subjects are forgotten in the noise of discord. 

" Thus have I written, only to tell you how little I have to 
tell. Of myself I can only add, that having been afilicted many 
weeks with a very troublesome cough, I am now recovered. 

" I take the liberty which you give me of troubling you with a 
letter, of which you will please to fill up the direction. I am, 
Sir, your most humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

On Saturday, April 3, the day after my arrival in London 
this year, I went to his house late in the evening, and sat 

vania. Daring his first visit to England in 1771, as a candidate for holy 
orders, he was several times in company with Dr. Johnson, who ex» 
pressed a wish to see the edition of Basselas, which Dr. White told him 
had been printed in America. Dr. White, on his return, immediately 
sent him a copy. 

' Colman thought so ill of it, that when, at one of the last rehearsals, 
Mrs. Reynolds and some other ladies objected to one of Tony Lumpkin's 
sallies, he exclaimed, *' Pshaw! of what consequence is a sqaib, when 
we have been sitting for two hours on a barrel of gunpowder ? " — Croker, 

See also Forster's Life of Goldsmith, vol. ii., p. 836. — Editor. 
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with Mrs. Williams till he came home. I found in the 
" London Chronicle," Dr. Goldsmith's apology to the public 
for beating Evans, a bookseller, on account of a paragraph ^ 
in a newspaper published by him, which Goldsmith thought 
impertinent to him and to a lady of his acquaintance. 
The apology was written so much in Dr. Johnson's manner, 
that both Mrs. Williams and I supposed it to be his ; but 
when he came home, he soon undeceived us. When he 
said to Mrs. Williams, " Well, Dr. Goldsmith's manifesto 
has got into your paper ; " I asked him if Dr. Goldsmith 
had written it, with an air that made him see I suspected 
it was his, though subscribed by Goldsmith. Johnson. 
" Sir, Dr. Goldsmith would no more have asked me to 
write such a thing as that for him, than he would have 
asked me to feed Mm with a spoon^ or to do any thing else 
that denoted his imbecility. I as much believe that he 
wrote it, as i£ I had seen him do it. Sir, had he shown it 
to any one friend, he would not have been allowed to 
publish it. He has, indeed, done it very well ; but it is a 
foolish thing well done. I suppose he has been so much 
elated with the success of his new comedy, that he has 
thought every thing that concerned him must be of import- 
ance to the public.'* Boswell. " I fancy, Sir, this is the 
first time that he has been engaged in such an adventure." 
Johnson. " Why, Sir, I believe it is the first time he has 
heat^ he may have been beaten before. This, Sir, is a new 
plume to him." 

I mentioned Sir John Dalrymple's " Memoirs of Great 

* The offence given was a long abusive letter in the London Packet. 
A particular account of this transaction, and Goldsmith's Vindication 
(for such it was, rather than an Apology), may be found in the Life of 
that poet, prefixed to his Miscellaneous Works. — Malone, 

See also Forster's Life of Goldsmith, vol. ii., p. 347, et aeqq. — Editor, 
^ Mr. Chalmers, in the article ** Goldsmith," in the Biog.JJict., states, 
on the authority of Evans, that he had beaten Goldsmith, and not Gold- 
smith him : and Mr. Prior, who seldom concedes anything to Goldsmith's 
disparagement, produces tlie recollections of Harris the bookseller, late 
of St. Paul's Church Yard, who was £vans's shopman, and present at the 
fray, which gave Goldsmith rather the worst of it. Goldsmith alleged 
in defence of his proceeding, that the article was disrespectful to a young 
lady — one of the Miss Hornecks : but the allusion to her was very 
slight, and hardly disrespectful. Goldsmith was obliged to compromise 
the assault by paying £^0 to a Welsh charity. — Croker, 
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Britain and Ireland," and bis discoveries to the prejudice 
of Lord Eussell and Algernon Sidney. Johnson.' " Why, 
Sir, every body who bad just notions of government thought 
them rascals before. It is well that all mankind now see 
them to be rascals." Boswell. " But, Sir, may not those 
discoveries be true without their being rascals ? " Johnson. 
" Consider, Sir ; would any of them have been willing to 
have had it known that they intrigued with France? 
Depend upon it. Sir, he who does what he is afraid should 
be known, has something rotten about him. This Dal- 
rymple seems to be an honest fellow ; for he tells equally 
what makes against both sides. But nothing can be 
poorer than his mode of writing, it is the mere bouncing 
of a school-boy ; Great He ! but greater She ! and such 
stuff." 1 

I could not agree with him in this criticism ; for though 
Sir John Dalrymple's style is not regularly formed in any 
respect, and one cannot help smiling sometimes at his 
affected grandiloquence, there is in his writing a pointed 
vivacity, and much of a gentlemanly spirit. 

At Mr. Thrale*s, in the evening, he repeated his usual 
paradoxical declamation against action in public speaking. 
"Action can have no effect upon reasonable minds. It 
may augment noise, but it never can enforce argument. 
If you speak to a dog, you use action ; you hold up your 
hand thus, because he is a brute ; and in proportion as men 
are removed from brutes, action will have the less influence 
upon them." Mbs. Thbaxe. " What, then, Sir, becomes 
of Demosthenes' sajdng ? * Action, action, action ! ' " John- 
son. "Demosthenes, Madam, spoke to an assembly of 
brutes ; to a barbarous people." 

I thought it extraordinary, that he should deny the 
power of rhetorical action upon human nature, when it is 
proved by innumerable facts in all stages of society. Eea- 
sonable beings are not solely reasonable. They have fancies 
which may be pleased, passions which may be roused. 

Lord Chesterfield being mentioned, Johnson remarked, 
that almost all of that celebrated nobleman's witty sayings 

^ Johnson, as Mr. Hallam observed to me, clearly meant Dalrjmple's 
description of the parting of Lord and Lady Russell : — " He great in 
this last act of his life, but she greater, ^^^^Croker, 
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were puns. He, however, allowed the merit of good wit to 
his lordship's saying of Lord Tyrawlej ^ and himself, when 
both very old and infirm : " Tyrawley and I have been dead 
these two years ; but we don't choose to have it known." 

He talked with approbation of an intended edition of 
** The Spectator," with notes ; two volumes of which had 
been prepared by a gentleman eminent in the literary 
world, and the materials which he had collected for the re- 
mainder had been transferred to another hand. He ob- 
served, that all works which describe manners, require 
notes in sixty or seventy years, or less ; and told us, he had 
communicated all he knew that could throw light upon 
" The Spectator." He said, " Addison had made his Sir 
Andrew Freeport a true Whig, arguing against giving 
charity to beggars, and throwing out other such ungracious 
sentiments; but that he had thought better, and made 
amends by making him found an hospital for decayed 
formers." He called for the volume of " The Spectator " 
in which that account is contained, and read it aloud to us.* 
He read it so well, that every thii^ acquired additional 
weight and grace from his utterance. 

The conversation having turned on modem imitations of 
ancient ballads, and some one having praised their sim- 
plicity, he treated them with that ridicule which he always 
displayed when that subject was mentioned. 

He disapproved of introducing scripture phrases into 
secular discourse. This seemed to me a question of some 
difficulty. A scripture expression may be used, like a 
highly classical phrase, to produce an instantaneous strong 
impression; and it may be done without being at aU 
improper. Yet I own there is danger, that applying the 
language of our sacred book to ordinary subjects may tend 
to lessen our reverence for it. If therefore it be introduced 
at all, it should be with very great caution. 

On Thursday, April 8, 1 sat a good part of the evening 
with him, but he was very silent. He said, "Burnet's 
'History of his own Times' is very entertaining. The 
style, indeed, is mere chit-chat. I do not believe that 

1 James CyHarB, Lord Tyrawley, a general officer, was bom m 1690, 
and died July 13, 1773. — Croker, 
« No. 549. 
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Burnet intentionally lied ; but lie was so much prejudiced, 
that he took no pains to^find out the truth. He was like a, 
man who resolves to regulate his time by a certain watch ; 
but will not inquire whether the watch is right or not." 

Though he was not disposed to talk, he was unwilling 
that I should leave him ; and when I looked at my watch, 
and told him it was twelve o'clock, he cried, " What's that 
to you and me ? " and ordered Frank to tell Mrs. Williams 
that we were coming to drink tea with her, which we did. 
It was settled that we should go to church together next day. 

On the 9th of April, being Good Friday, I breakfasted 
with him on tea and cross-buns ; Doctor Levett, as Frank 
called him, making the tea. He carried me with him to the 
church of St. Clement Danes, where he had his seat ; and 
his behaviour was, as I had imaged to myself, solemnly de- 
vout. I never shall forget the tremulous earnestness with 
which he pronounced the awful petition in the Litany : " In 
the hour of death, and at the day of judgment, good Lord 
deliver us." 

We went to church both in the morning and evening. 
In the interval between the two services we did not dine ; 
but he read in the Greek New Testament, and I turned over 
several of his books. 

In Archbishop Laud's Diary, I found the following pas- 
sage, which I read to Dr. Johnson : — 

" 1623. February 1, Sunday. I stood by the most illustrious 
Prince Charles,^ at dinner. He was then very merry, and talked 
occasionally of many things with his attendants. Among other 
things he said, that if he were necessitated to take any particular 
profession of life, he could not be a lawyer, adding his reasons : 
^ I cannot,' saith he, ' defend a bad, nor yield in a good cause.* *' 

Johnson. " Sir, this is false reasoning ; because every 
cause has a bad side: and a lawyer is not overcome, 
though the cause which he has endeavoured to support be 
determined against him." 

I told him that Goldsmith had said to me a few days be- 
fore, " As I take my shoes from the shoemakier, and my 
coat from the tailor, so I take my religion from the priest.'* 

* Afterwards Charles I. 
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I regretted this loose way of talking. Johnson. " Sir, lie 
knows nothing ; he has made up his mind about nothing.'^ 

To my great surprise he asked me to dine with him on 
Easter Day. I never supposed that he had a dinner at his 
house ; for. I had not then heard of any one of his friends 
having been entertained at his table. He told me, " I gene- 
rally have a meat pie on Sunday : it is baked at a public 
oven, which is very properly allowed, because one man can 
attend it ; and thus the advantage is obtained of not keep- 
ing servants from church to dress dinners." 

April 11, being Easter Sunday, after having attended 
divine service at St. Paul's, I repaired to Dr. Johnson's. I 
had gratified my curiosity much in dining with Jean Jaqueb 
BonssEAU, while he lived in the wilds of Neufch&tel : I had 
as great a curiosity to dine with Db. Samuel Johnson, in 
the dusky recess of a court in Meet Street. I supposed we 
should scarcely have knives and forks, and only some 
strange, uncouth, ill-drest dish : but I found every thing in 
very good order. We had no other company but Mrs. 
Williams and a young woman whom I did not know. As a 
dinner here was considered as a singular phenomenon, and 
as I was frequently interrogated on the subject, my readers 
may perhaps be desirous to know our bill of fare. Foote, 
I remember, in allusion to Francis, the negro, was willing 
to suppose that our repast was blcLck broth. But the fact 
was, that we had a very good soup, a boiled leg of lamb and 
spinach, a veal pie, and a rice pudding. 

Of Dr. John Campbell, the author, he said, " He is a very 
inquisitive and a very able man, and a man of good religious 
principles, though I am afraid he has been deficient in prac- 
tice. Campbell is radically right ; and we may hope that 
in time there will be good practice." 

He owned that he thought Hawkesworth was one^of his 
imitators, but he did not think Groldsmith was. Goldsmith, 
he said, had great merit. Boswell. " But, Sir, he is much 
indebted to you for his getting so high in the public esti- 
mation." Johnson. "Why, Sir, he has, perhaps, got 
tooner to it by his intimacy with me." 

Goldsmith, though his vanity often excited him to occa 
sional competition, had a very high regard for Johnson, 
which he had at this time expressed in the strongest 



Digitized by 



Google 



204 boswell's life of johnsos. 1773. 

manner in the Dedication ^ of his comedy, entitled, " She 
Stoops to Conquer." 

Johnson observed, that there were very few books printed 
in Scotland before the union. He had seen a complete col- 
lection of them in the possession of the Hon. Archibald 
Oampbell, a non-juring bishop.* I wish this collection 
had been kept entire. Many of them are in the library of 
the Faculty of Advocates at Edinburgh. I told Dr. John- 
son that I had some intention to write the life of the 
learned and worthy Thomas Euddiman. He said, ^'I 
should take pleasure in helping you to do honour to him. 
But his farewell letter to the Faculty of Advocates, when 
he resigned the office of their librarian, should have been 
in Latin." 

I put a question to him upon a fact in common life, 
which he could not answer, nor have I found any one else 
who could. What is the reason that women servants, 
though obliged to be at the expense of purchasing their 
own clothes, have much lower wages than men servants, to 
whom a great proportion of that article is furnished, and 
when in fact our female house-servants work much harder 
than the male ? 

He told me that he had twelve or fourteen timei^ 
attempted to keep a journal of his life, but never could 
persevere. He advised me to do it. " The great thing to 
be recorded," said he, " is the state of your own mind ; 
and you should write down every thing that you remem- 
ber, for you cannot judge at first what is good or bad ; 
and write immediately while the impression is fresh, for it 
will not be the same a week afterwards." * 

* " By inscribing this slight performance to yon, I do not mean so 
much to compliment you as myself. It may do me some honour to in- 
form the public, that I have lived many years in intimacv with you. It 
may serve the interests of mankind also to inform them, that the greatest 
wit may be found in a character, without impairing the most unaffected 
piety." 

' See an account of this learned and respectable gentleman, and of his 
curious work on the Middle Slate, Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 
3rd edit, p. 371. [See also Appendix to this volume. — EdiiorJ] 

' The following is his own minute but not uninteresting memorandum 
of this day : — 

'* April 11, 1773. I had more disturbance in the night than has been 
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I again solicited him to communicate to me the particu- 
lars of his early life. He said, " You shall have them all 
for twopence. I hope you shall know a great deal more of" 
me before you write my 'Life.'" He mentioned to me^ 
this day many circumstances, which I wrote down when I 
went home, and have interwoven in the former part of this, 
narrative. 

On Tuesday, April 13, he and Dr. Goldsmith and I 
dined at General Oglethorpe's. Goldsmith expatiated on 
the common topic, that the race of our people was degene- 
rated, and that this was owing to luxury. Johnson. " Sir, 
in the first place, I doubt the fact. I believe there are as 
many tall men in England now, as ever there were. But,. 
secondly, supposing the stature of our people to be dimi- 
nished, that is not owing to luxury ; for, Sir, consider to 
how very small a proportion of our people luxury can_ 
reach. Our soldiery, surely, are not luxurious, who live on 
sixpence a day ; and the same remark will apply to almost 
all the other classes. Luxury, so far as it reaches the poor^ 
will do good to the race of people ; it will strengthen and 
multiply them. Sir, no nation was ever hurt by luxury ;, 
for, as I said before, it can reach but to a very few. I 
admit that the great increase of commerce and manufac- 
tures hurts the military spirit of a people; because it. 

customary for some weeks past. I rose before nine in the morning, and 
prayed and drank tea. I came, I think, to church in the beginning of 
the prayers. I did not distinctly hear the Psalms, and found that I had 
been reading the Psalms for Good Friday. I went through the Litany^ 
after a short disturbance, with tolerable attention. 

*' After sermon, I perused my prayer in the pew, then went nearer the- 
altar, and being introduced into another pew, used my prayer again, and. 
recommended my relations, with Batburst and [Miss] fioothby, then my 
wife again by herself Then I went nearer the altar, and read the- 
collects chosen for meditation. I prayed for Salusbury [Mrs. Thrale's- 
mother, then languishing with an illness of which she soon died] and, I 
think, the Thrales. I then communicated with calmness, used the- 
collect for Easter Day, and returning to the first pew, prayed my prayer 
the third time. I came home again ; used my prayer and the Easter 
Collect. Then went into the study to Boswell, and read ^e Greek 
Testament. Then dined, and when Boswell went away, ended the four 
first chapters of St. Matthew, and the Beatitudes of the fifth. I then 
went to Eyening Prayers, and was composed. I gaye the pew-keepers* 
each fiye shillings and three-pence." — Prayers and Meditations, p. 125-6^ 
Quarter guineas of 5«. 3d, were at that time in circulation. — Oroker. 
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produces a competition for sometliing else than martial 
honours, — ^a competition for riches. It also hurts the 
l>odies of the people ; for you will observe, there is no man 
who works at any particular trade, but you may know hiTn 
from his appearance to do so. One part or the other of his 
body being more used than the rest, he is some degree 
deformed: but. Sir, that is not luxuryl A tailor sits 
<jross-legged; but that is not luxury." Goldsmith. "Come, 
jou're just going to the same place by another road." 
Johnson. " Nay, Sir, I say that is not luxv/ry. Let us take 
a walk from Charing Cross to Whitechapel, through, I 
suppose, the greatest series of shops in the world ; what is 
there in any of these shops (if you except gin-shops) that 
<5an do any human being any harm ? " Goldsmith. "Well, 
BiXj m accept your challenge. The very next shop to 
Northumberland House is a pickle - shop." Johnson. 
" Well, Sir ; do we not know that a maid can in one after- 
noon make pickles sufficient to serve a whole family for a 
jear ? nay, that five pickle-shops can serve all the king- 
dom ? Besides, Sir, there is no harm done to any body by 
the making of pickles, or the eating of pickles." 

We drank tea with the ladies; and Goldsmith sang 
Tony Lumpkin's song in his comedy, "She Stoops to 
<3onquer," and a very pretty one, to an Lish tune, which 
he had designed for Miss ELardcastle ; but as Mrs. Bulke- 
ley, who played the part, could not sing, it was left out. 
JHe afterwards wrote it down for me, by which means it 
was preserved, and now appears amongst his poems.* Dr. 
Johnson, in his way home, stopped at my lodgings in 

^ The humours of Ballamaffairj. 

This air, which is essentially low comic, would have been very ill 
jiuited to the character of MiM Hardcasile, even as the Chambermadd, 
It was long after more appropriately employed by Colman for Looney 
MactauUer in his farce of " The Wags of Windsor." Mr. Moore has 
.since tried to bring it into good company, in the ninth number of his 
Lrish Melodies. The words, too, which Mr. Boswell preserved, might 
have been lost without any injury to Groldsmith's fame. 

'^ Ah, me ! when shall I marry me ; 

Lovers are plenty, but fail to relieve me : 
He, fond youth, that could carry me. 

Offers to love, but means to deceive me,'* &c. — Croker, 
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Piccadillj, and sat with me, drinking tea a second time, 
till a late hour. 

I told him that Mrs. Macaulay said, she wondered how 
he could reconcile his political principles with his moral : 
his notions of inequality and subordination with wishing 
well to the happiness of all mankind, who might liye so 
agreeably, had t3iej all their portions of land, and none to 
domineer over another. Johnson. " Why, Sir, I reconcile 
my principles very well, because mankind are happier in a 
state of inequality and subordination. Were they to be in 
this pretty state of equality, they would soon degenerate 
into brutes ; they would become Monboddo*s nation ; their 
tails would grow. Sir, all would be losers, were all to 
work for all; they would have no intellectual improve- 
ment. All intellectual improvement arises from leisure ; 
all leisure arises from one working for another." 

Talking of the family of Stuart, he said, "It shoidd 
seem that the family at present on the throne has now 
established as good a right as the former family, by the 
long consent of the people ; and that to disturb this right 
might be considered as culpable. At the same time I own, 
that it is a very difficult question, when considered with 
respect to the house of Stuart, To oblige people to take 
oaths as to the disputed right, is wrong. I know not 
whether I could take them ; but T do not blame those who 
do." So conscientious and so delicate was he upon this 
Bubject, which has occasioned so much clamour against 
him. 

Talking of law cases, he said, " The English reports, in 
general, are very poor; only the half of what has been 
aaid is taken down ; and of that half, much is mistaken. 
Whereas, in Scotland, the arguments on each side are 
deliberately put in writing, to be considered by the court 
J think a collection of your cases upon subjects of impor- 
tance, with the opinions of the Judges upon them, would 
be valuable." 

On Thursday, April 15, 1 dined with him and Dr. Gold- 
smith at (xeneral Paoli's. We found here Signer Martinelli ^ 

^ yinceiucio Martinelli instructed many of our nobility in his native 
idiom. His History of England [Istoria d'lnghilterra, Lond., 177 
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of Florence, author of a History of England in Italian, 
printed at London. 

I spoke of Allan Eamsay's " Gentle Shepherd," in the 
Scottish dialect, as the best pastoral that had ever been 
written ; not only abounding with beautiful rural imagery, 
and just and pleasing sentiments, but being a real picture 
of manners ; and I offered to teach Dr. Johnson to under- 
stand it. " No, Sir," said he, " I won't learn it. You shall 
retain your superiority by my not knowing it." 

This brought on a question whether one man is lessened 
by another's acquiring an equal degree of knowledge with 
him. Johnson asserted the affirmative. I maintained that 
the position might be true in those kinds of knowledge 
which produce wisdom, power, and force, so as to enable 
one man to have the government of others ; but that a 
man is not in any d^ree lessened by others knowing as 
well as he what ends in mere pleasure : — " eating fine fruits, 
drinking delicious wines, reading exquisite poetry." 

The General observed, that Martinelli was a Whig. 
JoHKSON. " I am sorry for it. It shows the spirit of the 
times : he is obliged to temporise." Boswell. " I rather 
think. Sir, that Toryism prevails in this reign." Johitson. 
" I know not why you should think so. Sir. You see your 
friend Lord Lyttelton, a nobleman, is obliged in his History 
(of Henry 11.) to write the most vulgar Whiggism." 

An animated debate took place whether Martinelli should 
continue his History of England to the present d&y. Gold* 
SMITH. "To be sure he should." Johnson. "No, Sir; 
he would give great offence. He would have to tell of 
almost all the living great what they do not wish told." 
Goldsmith* " It may, perhaps, be necessary for a native 
to be more cautious ; but a foreigner who comes among us. 
without prejudice, may be considered as holding the place 
of a judge, and may speak his mind freely." Johnson. 
" Sir, a foreigner, when he sends a work f roin the press, 
ought to be on his guard against catching the error and 

d vols., 4to.], in three quarto volumes, is a mere compilation from Rapin, 
An octavo volume of his '* Lettere Familiari" is rather amusing, for the 
complacency of the writer respecting his own importance, and the narra- 
tives of his visits to various noblemen, whose names spangle his pages.— 
jy Israeli (Isaac), 
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mistaken enthusiasm of the people among whom he happens 
to be." Q-OLDSMiTH. " Sir, he wants only to sell his history, 
and to tell truth; one an honest, the other a laudable 
motive." Johnson. " Sir, they are both laudable motives. 
It is laudable in a man to wish to live by his labours ; but 
he should write so as he may live by them, not so as he 
may be knocked on the head. I would advise him to be 
at Calais before he publishes his history of the present age. 
A foreigner who attaches himself to a political party in 
this country, is in the worst state that can be imagined : 
he is looked upon as a mere intermeddler. A native may 
do it from interest." Boswell. "Or principle." Gold- 
smith. " There are people who tell a hundred political lies 
every day, and are not hurt by it. Surely, then, one may 
tell truth with safety." Johnson. " Why, Sir, in the first 
place he who tells a hundred lies has disarmed the force 
of his lies. But, besides ; a man had rather have a hundred 
lies told of him, than one truth which he does not wish 
should be told." Goldsmith. "For my part, I'd tell 
truth, and shame the devil." Johnson. "Yes, Sir; but 
the devil will be angry. I wish to shame the devil as 
much as you do, but I should choose to be out of the reach 
of his claws." Goldsmith. " His claws can do you no 
harm, when you have the shield of truth." 

It having been observed that there was little hospitality 
in London: Johnson. "Nay, Sir, any man who has a 
name, or who has the power of pleasing, will be very gene- 
rally invited in London. The man Sterne, I have been 
told, has had engagements for three months." Goldsmith. 
" And a very dull fellow." Johnson. " Why, no, Sir." » 

Martinelli told us, that for several years he lived much 
with Charles Townshend,* and that he ventured to tell him 

* Sterne, as may be supposed, was uo great favourite with Dr. Johnson ; 
and a lady once yentured to ask him how he liked Yorick's sermons : " I 
know nothing about them, Madam," was his reply. But some time after- 
wards, forgetting himself, he severely censured them, and the lady very 
aptly retorted, " I understood you to say, Sir, that you had never read 
them." *'No, Madam, I did read them, but it was in a stage-coach. I 
should never have deigned even to look at them had I been at larye,^* 
Craddock's Mem., p. 208. — Oroker, 

^ The Right Hon. Charles Townshend, brother of the first Marquis 
Townshend, whose great but eccentric taients have been so celebrated 

II. P 
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he was a bad joker. Johnson, " Why, Sir, thus much I 
can say upon the subject. One day he and a few more 
agreed to go and dine in the country, and each of them 
was to bring a friend in his carriage with him. Charles 
Townshend asked Fitzherbert to go with him, but told him, 
* You must find somebody to bring you back ; I can only 
carry you there.' Fitzherbert did not much like this 
arrangement. He however consented, observing sarcasti- 
cally, * It will do very well ; for then the same jokes will 
serve you in returning as in going.* " 

An eminent public character^ being mentioned : Johnson. 
" I remember being present when he showed himseK to be 
so corrupted, or at least something so different from what 
I think right, as to maintain, that a member of parliament 
should go along with his party, right or wrong. Now, Sir, 
this is so remote from native virtue, from scholastic virtue, 
that a good man must have undergone a great change 
before he can reconcile himself to such a doctrine. It is 
maintaining that you may lie to the public; for you lie 
when you call that right which you think wrong, or the 
reverse. A friend of ours, who is too much an echo of 
that gentleman, observed, that a man who does not stick 
uniformly to a party, is only waiting to be bought. Why 
then, said I, he is only waiting to be what that gentleman 
is already." 

We talked of the king's coming to see (Goldsmith's new 

by Horace Walpole and immortalized by Burke. He died September 4, 
1767.-- Croker. 

^ *^ This is an instance," as Sir James Mackintosh observed to me, 
'f which proves that the task of elucidating Boswell has not been under- 
taken too soon." Sir James, Lord Wellesley, Mr. Chalmers, and I 
doubted, at first, whether the " eminent public character ^^ was not Mr. 
Fox, and the friend of Johnson's, " too much the echo " of the former, 
Mr. Burke; but we finally agreed that Mr. Burke and Sir Joshua 
Keynolds were meant ; the designation of eminent public character was, 
in 1773, more appropriate to Burke than to Fox. Mr. Fox, too, had 
lately changed his party, while Burke always maintained {ai&apost, 15th 
August, 1773), and was, indeed, the first who, in his Thoughts on the 
Present Discontents, openly avowed and advocated the principle of in- 
violable adherence to political connections, '' putting," as Mr. Prior says, 
** to silence the hitherto common reproach applied to most public charac- 
ters of being jMtri|y-men.'' Life of Burke, vol. i., p. 232. This supposition 
being correct, the other was no doubt Sir Joshua Reynolds. — Croker, 
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play. " I wish he would," said Goldsmith : adding, how- 
ever, with an affected indifference, " Not that it would do 
me the least good." Johnson. "Well then. Sir, let us 
say it would do him good (laughing). No, Sir, this affecta- 
tion will not pass ; — ^it is mighty idle. In such a state as 
ours, who would not wish to please the chief magistrate ? " 
O-OLDSMiTH. "Ido wish to please him. I remember a line 
in Dryden, — 

* And every poet is the monarch's friend.* 

It ought to be reversed." Johnson. " Nay, there are finer 
lines in Dryden on this subject : — 

* For colleges on bounteous Kings depend, 
And never rebel was to arts a friend.* ** 

General Paoli observed, that successful rebels might. 
Mabtinelli. " Happy rebellions." Goldsmith. " We have 
no such phrase." Genebal Paoli. "But have you not 
the thing ? " Goldsmith. " Yes ; all our happy revolutions. 
They have hurt our constitution, and will hurt it, till we 
mend it by another happy bevoltttion." — ^I never before 
discovered that my friend Goldsmith had so much of the 
old prejudice in him. 

General Paoli, talking of Goldsmith's new play said, 
**Il a fait un compliment tres-gracieux a une certaine grande 
dame ; " meaning a duchess of the first rank.^ 

I expressed a doubt whether Goldsmith intended it, in 
order that I might hear the truth from himself. It, per- 
haps, was not quite fair to endeavour to bring him to a 
confession, as he might not wish to avow positively his 
taking part against the Court. He smiled and hesitated. 

^ The lady was Anne Luttrell, sister of Lord Carhampton, widow of 
Mr. Horton, whose marriage with the Duke of Cumberland had recently 
made a great noise, and was marked with the severe disapprobation of 
the king. The " compliment " no doubt was Hastings' speech to Miss 
Neville, in the second act, when he proposes to her to fly " to France, 
where, even among slaves, the laws ofmarri(we wre respected,** The 
audience the first night applied this to the Duke of Cumberland, who 
happened to be present, with a burst of applause ; but this, though it 
oould not have pleased the king, did not prevent his ordering the play on 
its tenth mghU—Croker, 
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The General at once reliered him, by this beautiful image : 
'* Monsieur Goldsmith est comme la mer, qui jette des perles 
et heaucoup d!autres heUes chases, sans s*en apper(^evoir,** 
Goldsmith. •* Tres-hien dU, et tres-elegamment/' 

A person was mentioned, who it was said could take 
down in short-hand the speeches in parliament with perfect 
exactness. Johnson. "Sir, it is impossible. I remember 
one Angel, who came to me to write for him a preface or 
dedication to a book upon short-hand,^ and he professed to 
write as fast as a man could speak. In order to trj him, 
I took down a book, and read while he wrote; and I 
favoured him, for I read more deliberately than usual. I 
had proceeded but a rery little way, when he begged I 
would desist, for he could not follow me." Hearing now 
for the first time of this prefa.ce or dedication, I said, 
" What an expense, Sir, do you put us to in buying books, 
to which you have written prefaces or dedications." John- 
son. " Wby, I have dedicated to the royal family aU round ; 
that is to say, to the last generation of the royal family." 
Goldsmith. " And perhaps, Sir, not one sentence of wit in 
a whole Dedication." Johnson. " Perhaps not. Sir." Bos- 
well. " What then is the reason for applying to a par- 
ticular person to do that which any one may do as well ? " 
Johnson. "Why, Sir, one man has greater readiness at 
doing it than another." 

I spoke of Mr. Harris,* of Salisbury, as being a very 
learned man, and in particular an eminent Grecian. John- 
son. " I am not sure of that. His friends give him out as 
such, but I know not who of his friends are able to judge of 
it." Goldsmith. "He is what is much better: he is a 
worthy humane man." Johnson. " Nay, Sir, that is not to 
the purpose of our argument : that will as much prove that 

^ Stenography, or Short-hand Improved. Lond. 1758. 

^ James Harris was bom in the Close, Salisbury, July 20, 1709, and 
died there, December 22, 1780. In 1744 he published Three Treatises : 
the first concerning Art ; the second concerning Music, Painting, and 
Poetry; the third concerning Happiness; in 1751, Hermes, the 
best known of his writings; in 1775, Philosophical Arransements ; and 
there appeared, in 1781, a posUiumons work, Philological Enquiries, 2 
iiols., 8vo. All of these were collected, and published in 2 vols., 4to 
1801, with an account of his life and character by his son, the first JBarl 
of Malmesbury. Chalmers' Biog. Dict.^Editar, 
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he can play upon the fiddle as well as Giardini,^ as that he is 
an eminent Grecian." Goldsmith. " Th^ greatest musical 
performers have but small emoluments. Giardioi, I am 
told, does not get above seven hundred a year." Johnson, 
" That is indeed but little for a man to get, who does best that 
which so many endeavour to do. There is nothing, I think, 
in which the power of art is shown so much as in playing 
on the fiddle. In all other things we can do something at 
first. Any man will forge a bar of iron, if you give him a 
hammer; not so well as a smith, but tolerably. A man 
will saw a piece of wood, and make a box, though a clumsy 
one ; but give him a fiddle and a fiddlestick, and he can do 
nothing." 

On Monday, April 19, he called on me with Mrs. Williams, 
in Mr. Strahan*s coach, and carried me out to dine with 
Mr. Elphinston, at his academy at Kensington. A printer 
having acquired a fortune sufl&cient to keep his coach, was 
a good topic for the credit of literature. Mrs. Williams 
said, that another printer, Mr. Hamilton, had not waited 
so long as Mr. Strahan, but had kept his coach several 
years sooner. Johnson. "He was in the right. Life is 
short. The sooner that a man begins to enjoy his wealth, 
the better." 

Mr. Elphinston talked of a new book that was much 
admired, and asked Dr. Johnson if he had read it. John- 
son. " I have looked into it." " What," said Elphinston, 
" have you not read it through ? " Johnson, offended at 
being thus pressed, and so obfiged to own his cursory mode 
of reading, answered tartly, " No, Sir ; do you read books 
through?" 

He this day again defended duelling, and put his argu- 
ment upon what I have ever thought the most solid basis ; 
that if public war be allowed to be consistent with morality, 
private war must be equally so. Indeed we may observe 
what strained arguments are used to reconcile war with the 

^ Felix Giardini, an Italian violinist and composer, was bom at Turin, 
1716, and died at Moscow, 1796. He came to London in 1744, and ac- 
quired a considerable fortune by his teaching and concerts, which he lost 
by undertaking the management of the Italian Opera. He then went 
to Moscow with the hope of retrieving his losses, and died there 1796. 
Didot, Biog. Gener. — Editor, 
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Christian religion. But, in my opinion, it is exceedingly 
clear that duelling, having better reasons for its barbarous 
violence, is more justifiable than war, in which thousands 
go forth without any cause of personal quarrel, and 
massacre each other. 

On Wednesday, April 21 , 1 dined with him at Mr. Thrale's. 
A gentleman attacked Qurrick for being vain. Johnson. 
" No wonder, Sir, that he is vain ; a man who is perpetually 
flattered in every mode that can be conceived. So many 
bellows have blown the fire, that one wonders he is not by 
this time become a cinder." Boswell. •* And such bellows 
too ! Lord Mansfield with his cheeks like to burst : Lord 
Chatham like an ^olus.^ I have read such notes from, 
them to him, as were enough to turn his head." Johnson. 
" True. When he whom every body else flatters, flatters 
me, I then am truly happy." Mes. Thbale. " The senti- 
ment is in Congreve, I think." Johnson. "Yes, Madam, 
in ' The Way of the World : '— 

* If there's delight in love, 'tis when I see 
That heart which others bleed for, bleed for me.' 
No, Sir, I should not be surprised though Qurrick chained 
the ocean and lashed the winds." Boswell. "Should it 
not be. Sir, lashed the ocean and chained the winds?" 
Johnson. " No, Sir ; recollect the original : — 

' In Corum atque Eurum solitus scevire flagellis 
Barbarus, JEolio nunquam hoc in careers passos, 
Ipsum compedibus qui vinxerat EnnosigoBum, "* 

^ Lord Chatham addressed to him, while on a visit at Mount Edge- 
cumbe, the pretty lines : — 

" Leave, Garrick, leave the landscape, proudly gay, 

Docks, forts, and navies, bright'ning all the bay; 

To my plain roof repair, primeval seat ! 

Yft there no wonders your quick eye can meet, 

Save should you deem it wonderful to find 

Ambition cured, and an unpassion'd mind . . . 

Come, then, immortal spirit of the stage, 

Great nature's proxy, glass of every age, 

Come, taste the simple life of patriarchs old, 

Who, rich in rural peace, ne'er thought of pomp or gold.'' 

—Croker. 
■ •* The proud Barbarian, whose impatient ire 
Chastised the winds that disobeyed his nod 
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This does very well, when both the winds and I he sea 
are personified, and mentioned by their mythological names, 
as in Juvenal; but when they are mentioned in plain 
language, the application of the epithets suggested by me 
is the most obvious; and accordingly my friend himself, in 
his imitation of the passage which describes Xerxes, has — 

" The waves he lashes, and encliains the wind." ' 

The modes of living in different countries, and the various 
views with which men travel in quest of new scenes, having 
been talked of, a learned gentleman * who holds a consider- 
able office in the law, expatiated on the happiness of a 
savage life ; and mentioned an instance of an officer who 
had actually lived for some time in the wilds of America, 
of whom, when in that state, he quoted this reflection with 
an air of admiration, as if it had been deeply philosophical : 
" Here am I, free and unrestrained, amidst the rude mag- 
nificence of Nature, with this Indian woman by my side, 
and this gun, with which I can procure food when I want 
it : what more can be desired for human happiness ? " It 
did not require much sagacity to foresee that such a senti- 
ment would not be permitted to pass without due animad- 
version. Johnson. " Do not allow yourself, Sir, to be im- 
posed upon by such gross absurdity. It is sad stuff ; it is 
brutish. If a bull could speak, hfl might as well exclaim, — 
Here am I with this cow and this grass ; what being can 
enjoy greater felicity ? " 

We talked of the melancholy end of a gentleman ' who 
had destroyed himself. Johnson. " It was owing to ima- 
ginary difficulties in his affairs, which, had he talked of 
with any friend, would soon have vanished," Boswell. 



With stripes, oe'er suffered from the .^k)lian God, 
f etter'd the Shaker of the sea and land." 

Juv. X. 182. Giffordl—Croker. 

^ The Vanity of Human Wishes. 

• I presume Mr., afterwards Sir W. W. Pepys, a Master in Chancery, 
a frequent visitor at Streatham, but between whom and Johnson there 
was not much good will. — Oroker. 

' The gentleman here meant was, no doubt, Johnson's friend, William 
Fitzherbert, Esq., Member for Derby, who terminated his own existence 
in January, 1772. — Croker, 
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" Do you tliiiik, Sir, that all wlio commit suicide are mad ? " 
Johnson. " Sir, they are often not unirersally disordered 
in their intellects, but one passion presses so upon them, 
that they yield to it, and commit suicide, as a passionate 
man will stab anpther." He added, " I have often thought, 
that after a man has taken the resolution to kill himseK, 
it is not courage in him to do any thing, however desperate, 
because he has nothing to fear." Goldsmith. " I don't 
see that." Johnson. " Nay, but, my dear Sir, why should 
you not see what everyone else sees?" Goldsmith. "It 
is for fear of something that he has resolved to kill him- 
self : and will not that timid disposition restrain him ? " 
Johnson. " It does not signify that the fear of something 
made him resolve ; it is upon the state of his mind, after 
the resolution is taken, that I argue. Suppose a man, 
either from fear, or pride, or conscience, or whatever mo- 
tive, has resolved to kill himself ; when once the resolution 
is taken, he has nothing to fear. He may then go and 
take the king of Prussia by the nose, at the head of his 
army. He cannot fear the rack, who is resolved to kill 
himself. When Eustace BudgeP was walking down to 
the Thames, determined to drown himself, he might, if he 
pleased, without any apprehension of danger, have turned 
aside, and first set fire to St. James's Palace." 

On Tuesday, April 27, Mr. Beauclerk and I called on 
him in the morning. As we walked up Johnson's Court, I 
said, " I have a veneration for this court ; " and was glad 
to find that Beauclerk had the same reverential enthusiasm. 
We found him alone. We talked of Mr. Andrew Stuart's 
elegant and plausible Letters to Lord Mansfield : ^ a copy 
of which had been sent by the author to Dr. Johnson. 
Johnson. " They have not answered the end. They have 

^ A friend and relative of Addison's, who drowned himself (in 1737) 
to escape a prosecution on account of forging the will of Dr. Tindal, in 
which Budgel had provided himself with a legacy of £2,000. To this 
Pope alludes: — 

** Let Budgel charge low Grub Street on his quill, 
And write whate'er he please — except my wilt" 

— Croker, 
^ On the Douglas cause, in 1773. — Croker, 



Digitized by 



Google 



^T. 64. BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 217 

not been talked of ; I liave never heard of them. This is 
owing to their not being sold. People seldom read a book 
which is given to them ; and few are given. The way to 
spread a work is to sell it at a low price. No man will 
send to buy a thing that costs even sixpence, without an 
intention to read it." Boswell. " May it not be doubted. 
Sir, whether it be proper to publish letters, arraigning the 
ultimate decision of an important cause by the supreme 
judicature of the nation ? " Johnson. " No, Sir, I do not 
think it was wrong to publish these letters. If they are 
thought to harm, why not answet them ? But they will 
do no harm. If Mr. Douglas be indeed the son of Lady 
Jane, he cannot be hurt : if he be not her son, and yet has 
the great estate of the family of Douglas, he may well 
submit to have a pamphlet against him by Andrew Stuart. 
Sir, I think such a publication does good, as it does good 
to show us the possibilities of human life. And, Sir, you 
will not say that the Douglas cause was a cause of easy 
decision, when it divided your Court as much as it could 
do, to be determined at all. When your judges are seven 
and seven, the casting vote of the president must be given 
on one side or other; no matter, for my argument, on 
which ; one or the other mvst be taken ; as when I am to 
move, there is no matter which leg I move first. And 
then. Sir, it was otherwise determined here. No, Sir, a 
more dubious determination of any question cannot be 
imagined." * 

He said, " Goldsmith should not be for ever attempting 
to shine in conversation : he has not temper for it, he is so 
much mortified when he fails. Sir, a game of jokes is 
composed partly of skill, partly of chance ; a man may be 
beat at times by one who has not the tenth part of his wit. 
Now Goldsmith's putting himself against another, is like 

* I regretted that Dr. Johnson never took the trouble to study a 
question which interested nations. He would not even read a pamphlet 
which I wrote upon it, entitled, The Essence of the Douglas Cause ; 
which, I have reason to flatter myself, had considerable effect in favour 
of Mr. Douglas ; of whoso legitimate filiation I was then, and am still, 
firmly convinced. Let me add, that no fact can be more respectably 
ascertained, than by the judgment of the most august tribunal in the 
world ; a judgment in which Lord Mansfield and Lord Camden united 
in 1769, and from which only five of a numerous body entered a protest. 
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a man laying a hundred to one, who cannot spare the 
hundred. It is not worth a man's while. A man should 
not lay a hundred to one, unless he can easily sjmre it, 
though he has a hundred chances for him : he can get but 
a guinea, and may lose a himdred. Goldsmith is in this 
state. When he contends, if he gets the better, it is a 
very little addition to a man of his literary reputation : if 
he does not get the better, he is miserably vexed." 

Johnson's own superlative powers of wit set him above 
any risk of such uneasiness. Garrick had remarked to me 
of him, a few days before, ** Babelais and all other wits are 
nothing compared with him. You may be diverted by 
them ; but Johnson gives you a forcible hug, and shakes 
laughter out of you, whether you will or no." 

Goldsmith, however, was often very fortunate in his 
witty contests, even when he entered the lists with Johnson 
himseK. Sir Joshua Reynolds was in company with them 
one day, when Goldsmith said, that he thought he could 
write a good fable, mentioned the simplicity which that 
kind of composition requires, and observed, that in most 
fables the animals introduced seldom talk in character. 
" For instance," said he, " the fable of the little fishes, who 
saw birds fly over their heads, and, envying them, petitioned 
Jupiter to be changed into birds. The skill," continued he, 
" consists in making them talk like little fishes." While 
he indulged himself in this fanciful reverie, he observed 
Johnson shaking his sides, and laughing. Upon which he 
smartly proceeded, " Why, Dr. Jolmson, this is not so easy 
as you seem to think : for if you were to make little fishes 
talk, they would talk like whales." 

Johnson, though remarkable for his great variety of 
composition, never exercised his talents in fable, except we 
allow his beautiful tale published in Mrs. Williams's Mis- 
cellanies to be of that species. I have, however, found 
among his man,uscript collections the following sketch of one : 

" Glow-worm, lying in a garden, saw a candle in a neighbouring 
palace, — and complained of the littleness of its own light; — 
another observed — wait a little ; — soon dark, — ^hare outlasted 
voW [many] of these glaring lights, which are only brighter as 
they haste to nothing." 
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On Thursday, April 29, I dined with him at General 
Oglethorpe's, where were Sir Joshua Eeynolds, Mr. Langton, 
I>r. Goldsmith, and Mr. Thrale. I was very desirous to 
get Dr. Johnson absolutely fixed in his resolution to go 
with me to the Hebrides this year ; and I told him that I 
had received a letter from Dr. Robertson, the historian, 
upon the subject, with which he was much pleased, and 
now talked in such a manner of his long intended tour, 
that I was satisfied he meant to fulfil his engagement. 

The custom of eating dogs at Otaheite being mentioned, 
Gt)ldsmith observed, that this was also a custom in China ; 
that a dog-butcher is as common there as any other butcher ; 
and that when he walks abroad all the dogs fall on him. 
Johnson. " That is not owing to his killing dogs, Sir. I 
remember a butcher at Lichfield, whom a dog that was in 
the house where I lived, always attacked. It is the smell 
of carnage which provokes this, let the animals he has 
killed be what they may." Goldsmith. " Yes, there is a 
general abhorrence in animals at the signs of massacre. 
If you put a tub full of blood into a stable, the horses are 
like to go mad." Johnson. " I doubt that." Goldsmith. 
"Nay, Sir, it is a fact well authenticated." Thsale. 
" You had better prove it before you put it into your book 
on natiLral history. You may do it in my stable if you will." 
Johnson. " Nay, Sir, I would not have him prove it. If 
he is content to take his information from others, he may 
get through his book with little trouble, and without much 
endangering his reputation. But if he makes experiments 
for so comprehensive a book as his, there would be no end 
to them; his erroneous assertions would then fall upon 
himself ; and he might be blamed for not having made 
experiments as to every particular." 

The character of Mallet having been introduced, and 
spoken of slightingly by Goldsmith; — ^Johnson. "Why, 
Sir, Mallet had talents enough to keep his literary reputa- 
tion alive as long as he himself lived ; and that, let me tell 
you, is a good deal." Goldsmith. " But I cannot agree 
that it was so. His literary reputation was dead long 
before his natural death. I consider an author's literary 
reputation to be alive only while his name will insure a 
good price for his copy from the booksellers. I will get 
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jou (to Johnson) a hundred guineas for any thing whatever 
that you shall write, if you put your name to it." 

Dr. Goldsmith's new play, "She Stoops to Conquer/' 
being mentioned ; — Johnson. " I know of no comedy for 
many years that has so much exhilarated an audience, that 
has answered so much the great end of comedy — making 
an audience merry." 

Goldsmith having said, that Garrick's compliment to the 
Queen, which he introduced into the play of " The Chances," 
which he had altered and revised this year, was mean and 
gross flattery ; * — Johnson. " Why, Sir, I would not vnite', 
I would not give solemnly under my hand, a character 
beyond what I thought really true ; but a speech on the 
stage, let it flatter ever so extravagantly, is formular. It 
has always been formular to flatter kings and queens : so 
much so, that even in our church-service we have ' our 
most religious king,' used indiscriminately, whoever is 
king. Nay, they even flatter themselves ; — ' we have been 
graciously pleased to grant.' No modem flattery, however, 
is so gross as that of the Augustan age, where the emperor 
was deified; — ^Proesena Divua habebUvn- Augustus J And 
as to meanness " — (rising into warmth) " how is it mean 
in a player, — a showman, — a fellow who exhibits himself 
for a shilling, to flatter his queen ? The attempt, indeed, 
was dangerous ; for if it had missed, what liad became of 
Garrick, and what became of the queen ? As Sir William 
Temple says of a great general, it is necessary not only 
that his designs be formed in a masterly manner, but that 
they should be attended with success. Sir, it is right, at a 
time when the royal family is not generally liked, to let it 
be seen that the people like at least one of them." Sib 
JosHiJA Beynolds. " I do not perceive why the profession 
of a player should be despised ; for the great and ultimate 
end of all the employments of mankind is to produce 
amusement. Garrick produces more amusement than any 
body." BoswELL. " You say. Dr. Johnson, that Garrick 
exhibits himself for a shilling. In this respect he is only 

* Don John. "Ay, but when things are at the worst theyll mend : 
example does every thing, and the fair sex will certainly grow better, 
whenever the greatest is the best woman in the kingdom." Act t. 
80. 2,^Wrigkt. 
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on a footing with a lawyer, who exhibits himself for his 
fee, and even will maintain any nonsense or absurdity, if 
the case require it. Garrick refuses a play or a part which 
he does not like: a lawyer never refuses.** Johnson. 
" Why, Sir, what does this prove ? only that a lawyer is 
worse. Boswell is now like Jack in the Tale of a Tub,* 
who, when he is puzzled by an argument, hangs himself. 
He thinks I shall cut him down, but I'll let him hang " — 
(laughing vociferously). Sib Joshua Beynolds. "Mr. 
Boswell thinks that the profession of a lawyer being 
unquestionably honourable, if he can show the profes- 
sion of a player to be more honourable, he proves his 
argument" 

On Friday, April 30, 1 dined with him at Mr. Beauclerk's, 
where were Lord Charlemont, Sir Joshua Beynolds, and 
some more members of the Litbsaby Club, whom he had 
obligingly invited to meet me, as I was this evening to be 
balloted for as candidate for admission into that distin- 
guished society. Johnson had done me the honour to 
propose me, and Beauclerk was very zealous for me. 

Goldsmith being mentioned; — Johnson. "It is amaz- 
ing how little Goldsmith knows. He seldom comes where 
he is not more ignorant than any one else." Sis Joshua 
Beynolds. " Yet there is no man whose company is more 
liked." Johnson. " To be sure. Sir. When people find a 
man of the most distinguished abilities as a writer, their 
inferior while he is with them, it must be highly gratifying 
to them. What Goldsmith comically says of himself is 
very true, — he always gets the better when he argues 
alone; meaning, that he is master of a subject in his 
study, and can write well upon it; but when he comes 
into company, grows confused, and unable to talk. Take 
him as a poet, his * Traveller ' is a very fine performance ; 
ay, and so is his * Deserted Village,' were it not sometimes 
too much the echo of his 'Traveller.' Whether, indeed, 
we take him as a poet, — ^as a comic writer, — or as an his- 
torian, he stands in the first class." Boswell. "An 

^ The allusion is not to the Tale of a Tub, but to the History of John 
Bull, part iv. chap. ii. ; where, however, Jack -does not hang himself for 
any such reason ; but the misrepresentation turned the laugh against 
Boswell, and that was all Johnson cared for. — Lockkart, 
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historian ! My dear Sir, you surely will not rank his com- 
pilation of the Eoman History with the works of other 
historians of this age ? " Johnson. " Why, who are before 
him ? " BoswELL. " Hume, — ^Robertson, — ^Lord Lyttelton." 
Johnson (his antipathy to the Scotch beginning to rise). 
"I have not read Hume; but, doubtless, Goldsmith's 
History is better than the verbiage of Robertson, or the 
foppery of Dalrymple." Boswbll. " Will you not admit 
the superiority of Robertson, in whose History we find such 
penetration, such painting? " Johnson. " Sir, you must 
consider how that penetration and that painting are em- 
ployed. It is not history, it is imagination. He who 
describes what he never saw, draws from fancy. Robertson 
paints minds as Sir Joshua paints faces in a history-piece : 
he imagines an heroic countenance. You must look upon 
Robertson's work as romance, and try it by that standard. 
History it is not. Besides, Sir, it is the great excellence of 
a writer to put into his book as much as his book will 
hold. Goldsmith has done this in his History. Now 
Robertson might have put twice as much into his book. 
Robertson is like a man who has packed gold in wool : the 
wool takes up more room than the gold. No, Sir; I 
always thought Robertson would be crushed by his own 
weight, — ^would be buried under his own ornaments. Gold- 
smith tells you shortly all you want to know : Robertson 
detains you a great deal too long. No man will read 
Robertson's cumbrous detail a second time ; but Gold- 
smith's plain narrative will please again and again. I 
would say to Robertson what an old tutor of a college said 
to one of his pupils : * Read over your compositions, and 
wherever you meet with a passage which you think is 
particularly fine, strike it out.* Goldsmith's abridgment is 
better than that of Lucius Florus or Eutropius ; and I will 
venture to say, that if you compare him with Vertot,^ in 
the same places of the Roman History, you will find that 
he excels Vertot. Sir, he has the art of compiling, and of 
saying everything he has to say in a pleasing manner. He 

* Ren6 Anbert, Sienr de Vertot, born of an ancient Norman family, 
Nov. 25, 1655, died at Paris, June 15, 1735. His most celebrated work, 
alluded to in the text, Revolutions romaines, was published at Paris in 
two Yols. 8vo, 17 19. —^^itor. 
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is now writing a Natural History, and will make it as 
entertaining as a Persian tale." 

I cannot dismiss the present topic without observing, that 
it is probable that Dr. Johnson, who owned that he often 
'* talked for victory," rather urged plausible objections to 
Dr. Eobertson's excellent historical works, ia the ardour of 
contest, than expressed his real and decided opinion ; for it 
is not easy to suppose, that he should so widely differ from 
the rest of the literary world. 

Johnson. " I remember once being with Goldsmith in 
Westminster Abbey. While we surveyed the Poets' Comer, 
I said to him, 

* Forsitan et nostrum nomen miscebitur istis* ^ 

When we got to Temple Bar he stopped me, pointed to the 
heads* upon it, and slily whispered me, 

' Forsitan et nostrum nomen miscebitur istis.* ** ' 

Johnson praised John Bunyan highly. " His * Pilgrim's 
Progress * has great merit, both for invention, imagination, 
and the conduct of the story ; and it has had the best evidence 
of its merit, the general and continued approbation of man- 
kind. Few books, I believe, have had a more extensive 
sale. It is remarkable, that it begins very much like the 
poem of Dante ; yet there was no translation of Dante when 
Bunyan wrote. There is reason to think that he had read 
Spenser." 

A proposition which had been agitated, that monuments 
to eminent persons should, for the time to come, be erected 
in St. Paul's church, as well as in Westminster Abbey, was 
mentioned ; and it was asked, who should be honoured by 
having his monument first erected there. Somebody sug- 
gested Pope, Johnson. " Why, Sir, as Pope was a Boman. 
Catholic, I would not have his to be first. I think Milton's 

^ Ovid. Art. Amator., iii. 339. 

3 The heads of Messrs. Fletcher and Townley, executed on the 31st 
July, 1746, for the rebellion of 1745, were placed on Temple Bar : 
whether the heads of the rebels of 1715 remained there, or whether 
others were afterwards added, I do not know. — Oroker, 

' In allusion to Dr. Johnson's supposed political principles, and 
perhaps his own. 
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rather should have the precedence.^ I think more highly 
of him now than I did at twenty. There is more thinking 
in him and in Butler than ia any of our poets/' 

Some of the company expressed a wonder why the author 
of so excellent a book as " The Whole Duty of Man " should 
conceal himself.^ Johnson. " There may be different rea- 
sons assigned for this, any one of which would be very 
sufficient. He may have been a clei^yman, and may have 
though that his religious counsels would have less weight 
when known to have come from a man whose profession 
was theology. He may have been a man whose practice 
was not suitable to his principles, so that his character 
might injure the effect of his book, which he had written 
in a season of penitence. Or he may have been a man of 
rigid self-denial, so that he would have no reward for his 
pious labour while in this world, but refer it all to a future 
state." 

The gentlemen went away to their clpb, and I was left at 
Beauclerk's till the fate of my election should be announced 
to me. I sat ia a state of anxiety which even the charming 
conversation of Lady Di Beauclerk could not entirely dissi- 
pate. In a short time I received the agreeable intelligence 
that I was chosen. I hastened to the place of meeting, and 
was introduced to such a society as can seldom be found. 
Mr. Edmund Burke, whom I then saw for the first time, 
and whose splendid talents had long made me ardently 
wish for his acquaintance ; Dr. Nugent, Mr. Garrick, Dr. 
Goldsmith, Mr. (afterwards Sir William) Jones, and the 
company with whom I had dined. Upon my entrance, 
Johnson placed himself behind a chair, on which he leaned 

^ Here is another instance of his high admiration of Milton as a poet, 
notwithstanding his jast abhorrence of that sour republican's political 
principles. His candour and discrimination are equally conspicuous. 
Let ns hear no more of his ^' injustice to Milton." 

^ In a manuscript in the Bodleian Library several circumstances are 
stated, which strongly incline me to believe that Dr. Accepted Frewen, 
Archbishop of York, was the author of this work. — Malone. 

See, on the subject of the author of this celebrated and excellent work, 
Gentleman's Magazine, vol xxiv., p. 26, and Ballard's Memoirs of Learned 
Ladies, p. 300. The late eccentric but learned Dr. Barrett, of Trinity 
CoUege, Dublin, believed, I know not on what evidence, that Dr. Chappel, 
formerly provost of that college was the author. — Croker. 
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as on a desk or pulpit, and witli Immorous fonuality gave 
me a charge, pointing ont the conduct expected from me as 
a good member of this club. 

Goldsmith produced some very absurd verses which had 
been publicly recited to an audience for money. Johnson. 
"I can match this nonsense. There was a poem called 
* Eugenio/ which came out some years ago, and concludes 
thus : — 

* And now, ye trifling, self-assuming elves, 
Brimful of pride, of nothing, of yourselves, 
Survey Eugenio, view him o*er and o*er. 
Then sink into yourselves, and be no more.' ^ 

Nay, Dryden, in his poem on the Eoyal Society,'^ has these 
lines : — 

* Then we upon our globe's last verge shall go. 
And see the ocean leaning on the sky ; 

From, thence our rolling neighbours we shall know. 
And on the lunar world securely pry.' " 

Talking of puns, Johnson, who had a great contempt for 
that species of wit, deigned to allow that there was one good 
pun in " Menagiana," I think on the word corpse 

^ Dr. Johnson's memory here was not perfectly accurate : " Eugenio " 
does Dot conclude thus. There are eight more lines after the last of those 
quoted by him; and the passage which he meant to recite is as fol< 
lows : — 

" Say now, ye fluttering, poor assuming elves, 
Stark full of pride, of folly, of — yourselves 5 
Say, where's the wretch of all your impious crew 
Who dares confront his character to view ? 
Behold Eugenio," &c. &c. 

Mr. Heed informs me that the author of Eugenio (Thomas Beech), a 
wine-merchant at Wrexham in Denbighshire, soon after its publication, 
viz. May 17, 1737, cut his own throat; and that it appears by Swift's 
works, fliat the poem had been shown to him, and received some of his 
corrections. Juhnson had read Eugenio on his flrst coming to town, for 
we see if. mentioned in one of his letters to Mr. Cave, which has been in- 
serted in this work. 

^ There is no such poem ; — the lines are part of an allusion to the Boyal 
Society, in the Annus Mirabilis, stanza 164. — Croker, 

^ 1 formerly thought that I had perhaps mistaken the word, and imar 
gined it to be corpSj from its similarity of sound to the real one. For an 

II. Q 
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Much pleasant conversation passed, whicli Jolmson re- 
lished with great good humour. But his conversation 
alone, or what led to it, or was interwoven with it, is the 
business of this work. 

On Saturday, May 1, we dined by ourselves at our old 
rendezvous, the Mitre tavern. He was placid, but not much 
disposed to talk. He observed, that " the Irish mix better 
with the English than the Scotch do; their language is 
nearer to English ; as a proof of which, they succeed very 
well as players, which Scotchmen do not. Then, Sir, they 
have not that extreme nationality which we find in the 
Scotch. I will do you, Boswell, the justice to say, that you 
are the most wnscottified of your countrymen. You are 
almost the only instance of a Scotchman that I have known, 
who did not at every other sentence bring in some other 
Scotchman." 

We drank tea with Mrs. Williams. I introduced a ques- 
tion which had been much agitated in the church of Scot- 
land, whether the claim of lay-patrons to present ministers 
to parishes be well founded ; and supposing it to be well 
founded, whether it ought to be exercised without the con- 
currence of the people? That church is composed of a 
series of judicatures : a presbytery, a synod, and finally, a 
general assembly ; before all of which this matter may be 
contended: and in some cases the presbjrtery having re- 
fused to induct or settUy as they call it, the person pre- 
sented by the patron, it has been found necessary to appeal 
to the General Assembly. He said, I might see the sub- 

aocurate and shrewd unknown gentleman, to whom I am indebted for 
some remarks on my work, observes on this passage : — '' Q, if not on 
the word fort ? A vociferous French preacher said of Bourdaloue, * II 
pr^che fort hien, et moi Hen fort.^ — Menagiana. See also Anecdotes 
Litt^raires, art. Bourdaloue." But my ingenious and obliging correspon- 
dent, Mr. Abercrombie of Philadelphia, has pointed out to me the follow- 
ing passage ; which renders the preceding conjecture unnecessary, and 
connrms my original statement : — 

'^ Madame de Bourdonne, chanoinesse de Bemiremont, venoit d'en- 
tendre un discours plein de feu et d'esprit, mais fort peu solide, et tr^s- 
irr^gulier. Une de ses amies, qui y prenoit int^rSt pour I'orateur, lui dit 
en sortant, ' £h bien, Madame, que vous semble-t-il de ce que vous venez 
d'entendre ? Qu'il y a d*esprit ? ' — * II y a tant,' r^pondit Madame de 
Bourdonne, ' que je n'y ai pas vu de corps,*'* Menagiana, tome ii., p. 64. 
[Note in the third edition, vol. ii., p. 239. — Editor.'\ 
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ject well treated in the *' Defence of Pluralities ; " and 
although he thought that a patron should exercise his 
right with tenderness to the inclinations of the people of a 
parish, he was very clear as to his right. Then, supposing 
the question to be pleaded before the General Assembly, he 
dictated to me what follows : — 

*' Against the right of patrons is commonly opposed, by the 
inferior judicatures, the plea of conscience. Their conscience 
tells them that the people ought to choose their pastor; their 
conscience tells them that they ought not to impose upon a con- 
gregation a minister ungrateful and unacceptable to his auditors. 
Conscience is nothing more than a conviction felt by ourselves of 
something to be done, or something to be avoided ; and in questions 
of simple unperplexed morality, conscience is very often a guide 
that may be trusted. But before conscience can determine, the 
state of the question is supposed to be completely known. In 
questions of law, or of fact, conscience is very oflen confounded 
with opinion. No man*s conscience can tell him the rights of 
another man ; they must be known by rational investigation or 
historical inquiry. Opinion, which he that holds it may call his 
conscience may teach some men that religion would be promoted, 
and quiet preserved, by granting to the people universally the 
choice of their ministers. But it is a conscience very ill informed 
that violates the rights of one man for the convenience of another. 
Religion cannot be promoted by injustice ; and it was never yet 
found that a popular election was very quietly transacted. 

** That justice would be violated by transferring to the people 
the right of patronage, is apparent to all who know whence that 
right had its original. The right of patronage was not at first a 
privilege torn by power from unresisting poverty. It is not an 
authority at first usurped in times of ignorance, and established 
only by succession and by precedents. It is not a grant capri- 
ciously made from a higher tyrant to a lower. It is a right dearly 
purchased by the first possessors, and justly inherited by those 
that succeeded them. When Christianity was established in this 
island, a regular mode of public worship was prescribed. Public 
worship requires a public place ; and the proprietors of lands, as 
they were converted, built churches for their families and their 
vassals. For the maintenance of ministers, they settled a certain 
portion of their lands, and ^ district, through which each minister 
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*wa8 required to extend bis care, was, by tbat circumscription^ 
constituted a parisb. Tbis is a position so generally received in 
England, tbat tbe extent of a manor and of a parisb are regularly 
received for eacb otber. Tbe cburcbes wbich the proprietors of 
lands bad tbus built and tbus endowed, tbey justly tbougbt tbem- 
selves entitled to provide witb ministers ; and when tbe episcopal 
government prevails, tbe bisbop bas no power to reject a man 
nominated by tbe patron, but for some crime tbat migbt exclude 
bim from tbe priesthood. For tbe endowment of the cburcb being 
tbe gift of tbe landlord, be was consequently at liberty to give it, 
according to bis choice, to any man capable of performing tbe 
boly offices. Tbe people did not choose bim, because tbe people 
did not pay bim. 

'' We hear it sometimes urged, tbat tbis original right is passed 
out of memory, and is obliterated and obscured by many transla- 
tions of property and changes of government : tbat scarce any 
cburcb is now in tbe bands of the beirs of tbe builders ; and tbat 
the present persons bave entered subsequently upon tbe pretended 
rigbts by a thousand accidental and iinknown causes. Mucb of 
tbis, perhaps, is true. But bow is tbe right of patronage ex- 
tinguished ? If tbe right followed tbe lands, it is possessed by tbe 
same equity by wbicb tbe lands are possessed. It is, in effect, 
part of tbe manor, and protected by tbe same laws with every 
otber privilege. Let us suppose an estate forfeited by treason, 
and granted by tbe crown to a new family. Witb tbe lands were 
forfeited all tbe rigbts appendant to those lands ; by tbe same 
power that grants tbe lands, tbe rigbts also are granted. Tbe 
right lost to the patron falls not to tbe people, but is either re- 
tained by tbe crown, or, wbat to the people is the same thing, is 
by tbe crown given away. Let it change hands ever so often, it 
is possessed by bim that receives it witb tbe same right as it was 
conveyed. It may, indeed, like all our possessions, be forcibly 
seized or fraudulently obtained. But no injury is still done to 
tbe people ; for what they never had, tbey have never lost. 
Gains may usurp the rigbt of Titius, but neither Caius, nor Titius 
injure the people ; and no man's conscience, however tender or 
bowever 'active, can prompt bim to restore what may be proved 
to bave been never taken away. Supposing, wbat I think cannot 
be proved, tbat a popular election of ministers were to be desired, 
our desires are not tbe measure of equity. It were to be desired 
tbat power should be only in tbe bands of tbe merciful, and ricbea 
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in the possession of the generous ; but the law must leave both 
riches and power where it finds them ; and must ofiben leave riches 
with the covetous, and power with the cruel. Convenience may 
be a rule in little things, where no other rule has been established. 
But as the great end of government is to give every man his 
own, no inconvenience is greater than that of making right uncer- 
tain. Nor is any man more an enemy to public peace, than he 
who fills weak heads with imaginary claims, and breaks the series 
of civil subordination, by inciting the lower classes of mankind to 
encroach upon the higher. 

" Having thus shown that the right of patronage, being origi- 
nally purchased, may be legally transferred, and that it is now in 
the hands of lawful possessors, at least as certainly as any other 
right, we have left to the advocates of the people no other plea 
but that of convenience. Let us, therefore, now consider what 
the people would really gain by a general abolition of the right 
of patronage. What is most to be desired by such a change is, 
that the country should be supplied with better ministers. But 
why should we suppose that the parish will make a wiser choice 
than the patron P If we suppose mankind actuated by interest, 
the patron is more likely to choose with caution, because he will 
jsuffer more by choosing wrong. By the deficiency of his minister, 
or by his vices, he is equally offended with the rest of the con- 
gregation; but he will have this reason more to lament them, 
that they will be imputed to his absurdity or corruption. The 
qualifications of a minister are well known to be learning and 
piety. Of his learning the patron is probably the only judge in 
the parish ; and of his piety not less a judge than others ; and is 
more likely to inquire minutely and diligently before he gives a 
presentation than one of the parochial rabble, who can give 
nothing but a vote. It may be urged, that though the parish 
might not choose better ministers, they would at least choose 
ministers whom they liked better, and who would therefore 
oflSiciate with greater efiicacy. That ignorance and perseverance 
should always obtain what they like was never considered as the 
«nd of government ; of which it is the great and standing benefit, 
that the wise see for the simple, and the regular act for the 
capricious. But that this argument supposes the people capable 
of judging, and resolute to act according to their best judgments, 
though this be sufiiciently absurd, it is not all its absurdity. It 
supposes not only wisdom, but unanimity, in those, who upon no 



Digitized by 



Google 



230 boswell's life of johnson. 1773, 

other occasions are unanimous or wise. If by some strange con- 
currence all the voices of a parish should unite in the choice of 
any single man, though I could not charge the patron with in- 
justice for presenting a minister, I should censure him as unkind 
and injudicious. But it is evident, that as in all other popular 
elections there will be a contrariety of judgment and acrimony 
of passion, a parish upon every vacancy would break into fac- 
tions, and the contest for the choice of a minister would set 
neighbours at variance, and bring discord into families. The 
minister would be taught all the arts of a candidate, would flatter 
some, and bribe others ; and the electors, as in all other cases, 
would call for holidays and ale, and break the heads of each other 
during the jollity of the canvass. The time must, however, 
come at last, when one of the factions must prevail, and one of 
the ministers get possession of the church. On what terms does 
he enter upon his ministry but those of enmity with half his 
parish ? By what prudence or what diligence can he hope to 
conciliate the affections of that party by whose defeat he has 
obtained his living? Every man who voted against him will 
enter the church with hanging head and downcast eyes, afraid to 
encounter that neighbour, by whose vote and influence he has 
been overpowered. He will hate his neighbour for opposing him, 
and his minister for having prospered by his opposition ; and as 
he will never see him but with pain, he will never see him but 
with hatred. Of a minister presented by the patron, the parish 
has seldom anything worse to say than that they do not know 
him. Of a minister chosen by a popular contest, all those who 
do not favour him have nursed up in their bosoms principles of 
hatred and reasons of rejection. Anger is excited principally by 
pride. The pride of a common man is very little exasperated 
by the supposed usurpation of an acknowledged superior. He 
bears only his little share of a general evil, and suffers in common 
with the whole parish ; but when the contest is between equals, 
the defeat has many aggravations ; and he that is defeated by 
his next neighbour is seldom satisfied without some revenge ; and 
it is hard to say what bitterness of malignity would prevail in a 
parish where these elections should happen to be frequent, and 
the enmity of opposition should be rekindled before it had cooled." 

ThoTigli I present to my readers Dr. Johnson's masterly 
thoughts on the subject, I think it proper to declare, that 
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notwithstanding I am myself a lay patron, I do not en- 
tirely subscribe to his opinion. 

On Friday, May 7, 1 breakfasted with him at Mr. Thrale's 
in the Borough. While we were alone, I endeavoured as 
well as I could to apologise for a lady ^ who had been 
divorced from her husband by act of parliament. I said 
that he had used her very ill, had behaved brutally to her, 
and that she could not continue to live with him without 
having her delicacy contaminated; that all affection for 
him was thus destroyed ; that the essence of conjugal 
union being gone, there remained only a cold form, a mere 
civil obligation ; that she was in the prime of life, with 
qualities to produce happiness ; that these ought not to be 
lost ; and, that the gentleman on whose account she was 
divorcedhad gained her heart while thus unhappily situated. 
Seduced, perhaps, by the charms of the lady in question, I 
thus attempted to palliate what I was sensible could not 
be justified; for when I had finished my harangue, my 
venerable friend gave me a proper check : — " My dear Sir, 
never accustom your mind to mingle virtue and vice. The 
woman's a , and there's an end on't." 

He described the father * of one of his friends thus : — 
" Sir, he was so exuberant a talker at public meetings, that 
the gentlemen of his county were afraid of him. No busi- 
ness could be done for his declamation." 

He did not give me full credit when I mentioned that I 
had carried on a short conversation by signs with some 
Esquimaux, who were then in London, particularly with 
one of them, who was a priest. He thought I coiild not 
make them understand me. No man was more incredulous 
as to particular facts which were at all extraordinary ; and 
therefore no man was more scrupulously inquisitive, in 
order to discover the truth. 

I dined with him this day at the house of my friends. 
Messieurs Edward and Charles Dilly, booksellers in the 
Poultry : there were present, their elder brother Mr. Dilly 

' No doubt Lady Diana Spencer, daughter of Charles Duke of Marl- 
borough, born in 1734, married in 1757 to Viscount Bolingbroke, from 
whom she was divorced in 1768, and married immediately after Mr. 
Topham Beauclerk. — Croker. 

^ Old Mr. lAiigUm.—Croker. 
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of Bedfordshire, Dr. Qoldsmitli, Mr. Langtou, Mr. Claxton, 
Eev. Dr. Mayo, a dissenting minister, the Eev. Mr. Toplady,^ 
and my friend the Bey. Mr. Temple. 

Hawkesworth's compilation of the " Voyages to the South 
Sea " being mentioned ; — Johnson. " Sir, if you talk of it 
as a subject of commerce, it will be gainful ; if as a book 
that is to increase human knowledge, I beliere there will 
not be much of that. Hawkesworth can tell only what 
the voyagers have told him; and they have found very 
little, only one new animal, I think." Boswell. " But 
many insects, Sir." Johnson. "Why, Sir, as to insects, 
Eay reckons of British insects twenty thousand species. 
They might have staid at home and discovered enough in 
that way." 

Talking of birds, I mentioned Mr. Daines Barnngton's 
ingenious Essay against the received notion of their mi- 
gration. Johnson. " I think we have as good evidence for 
the migration of woodcocks as can be desired. We find 
they disappear at a certain time of the year, and appear 
again at a certain time of the year ; and some of them, 
when weary in their flight, have been known to alight on 
the rigging of ships far out at sea." One of the company 
observed, that there had been instances of some of them 
found in summer in Essex. Johnson. ''Sir, that strengthens 
our argument. Exceptio prohat regvlam. Some being found, 
shows that, if all remained, many would be found. A few 
sick or lame ones may be found." G-oldsmith. " There is 
a partial migration of the swallows ; the stronger ones 
migrate, the others do not." 

BoswELL. " I am well assured that the people of Ota- 
heite, who have the bread tree, the fruit of which serves 
them for bread, laughed heartily when they were informed 
of the tedious process necessary with us to have bread ; 
ploughing, sowing, harrowing, reaping, threshing, grinding, 
baking." Johnson. " Why, Sir, all ignorant savages will 
laugh when they are told of the advantages of civilised life. 
Were you to tell men who live without houses, how we 

^ A. M. Toplady, Yicar of Broad Hembnry, in DeTon; author of 
Historic Proof of the Doctrinal Calvinism of the Church of England, 
and many works of the same -Calyinistic principle: he died in 1778, 
8Bt. 38. — Croker, 
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pile brick upon brick, and rafter upon rafter, and that 
after a house is raised to a certain height, a man tumbles 
off a scafEold, and breaks his neck ; he would laugh heartily 
at our folly in building ; but it does not follow that men 
are better without houses. No, Sir (holding up a slice of 
a good loaf), this is better than the bread tree." 

He repeated an argument which is to be found in his 
** Eambler," against the notion that the brute creation is 
endowed with the faculty of reason : " Birds build by in- 
stinct ; they nevet improve ; they built their first nest as 
well as any one they ever build." Goldsmith. " Yet we 
see, if you take away a bird's nest with the eggs in it, she 
will make a slighter nest and lay again." Johnson. " Sir, 
that is because at first she has fidl time, and makes her 
nest deliberately. In the case you mention she is pressed 
to lay, and must therefore make her nest quickly, and 
consequently it will be slight." Goldsmith. " The nidifi- 
cation of birds is what is least known in natural history, 
though one of the most curious things in it." 

I introduced the subject of toleration. Johnson. " Every 
society has a right to preserve public peace and order, and 
therefore has a good right to prohibit the propa^tion of 
opinions which have a dangerous tendency. To say the 
magistrate has this right, is using an inadequate word : it 
is the society for which the magistrate is agent. He may 
be morally or theologically wrong in restraining the propa- 
gation of opinions which he thinks dangerous, but he is 
politically right." Mayo. "I am of opinion, Sir, that 
every man is entitled to liberty of conscience in religion ; 
and that the magistrate cannot restrain that right." John- 
son. " Sir, I agree with you. Every man has a right to 
liberty of Conscience, and with that the magistrate cannot 
interfere. People confound liberty of thinking with liberty 
of talking; nay, with liberty of preaching. Every man 
has a physical right to think as he pleases ; for it cannot 
be discovered how he thinks. He has not a moral right, 
for he ought to inform himself, and think justly. But, 
Sir, no member of a society has a right to tea>ch any doctrine 
contrary to what the society holds to be true. The magis- 
trate, I say, may be wrong in what he thinks : but while 
he thinks himself light, he may and ought to enforce what 
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he thinks." Mayo. " Then, Sir, we are to remain always 
in error, and truth never can prevail ; and the magistrate 
was right in persecuting the first Christians." Johnson. 
"Sir, the only method by which religions truth can be 
established is by martyrdom. The magistrate has a right 
to enforce what he thinks ; and he who is conscious of the 
truth has a right to suffer. I am afraid there is no other 
way of ascertaining the truth, but by persecution on the 
one hand and enduring it on the other." Goldsmith. 
" But how is a man to act. Sir ? Though firmly convinced 
of the truth of his doctrine, may he not think it wrong to 
expose himself to persecution ? Has he a right to do so ? 
Is it not, as it were, committing volimtary suicide?" 
Johnson. " Sir, as to voluntary suicide, as you call it, 
there are twenty thousand men in an army who will go 
without scruple to be shot at, and mount a breach for 
fivepence a day." Goldsmith. "But have they a moral 
right to do this ? " Johnson. " Nay, Sir, if you will not 
take the universal opinion of mankind, I have nothing to 
say. If mankind cannot defend their own way of thinking, 
I cannot defend it. Sir, if a man is in doubt whether it 
would be better f o.r him to expose himself to martyrdom 
or not, he should not do it. He must be convinced that he 
has a delegation from heaven." Goldsmith. "I would 
consider whether there is the greater chance of good or evil 
upon the whole. If I see a man who has fallen into a 
well, I would wish to help him out; but if there is a 
greater probability that he shall puU me in, than that I 
shall pull him out, I would not attempt it. So, were I to 
go to Turkey, I might wish to convert the grand signior to 
the Christian faith ; but when I considered that I should 
probably be put to death without effectuating my purpose 
in any degree, I should keep myself quiet." Johnson. 
" Sir, you must consider that we have perfect and imperfect 
obligations. Perfect obligations, which are generally not 
to do something, are clear and positive; as, *Thou shalt 
not kill.' But charity, for instance, is not definable by 
limits. It is a duty to give to the poor ; but no man can 
say how much another should give to the poor, or when a 
man has given too little to save his soul. In the same 
manner it is a duty to instruct the ignorant, and of con- 
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sequence to convert infidels to Cliristianity ; but no man 
in the common course of things is obliged to carry this to 
such a degree as to incur the danger of martyrdom, as no 
man is obliged to strip himself to the shirt in order to give 
charity. I have said, that a man must be persuaded that 
he has a particular delegation from heaven." Q-oldsmith. 
"How is this to be 'known? Our first reformers, who 
were burnt for not believing bread and wine to be Christ 

" Johnson (interrupting him). " Sir, they were not 

burnt for not believing bread and wine to be Christ, but 
for insulting those who did believe it. And, Sir, when the 
first reformers began, they did not intend to be martyred : 
as many of them ran away as could." Boswell. " But,. 
Sir, there was your countryman Elwal, who you told me 
challenged King George with his black-guards, and his 
red-guards." Johnson. "My countryman, Elwal, Sir,, 
shoidd have been put in the stocks — a proper pulpit for 
him ; and he'd have had a numerous audience. A man 
who preaches in the stocks will always have hearers 
enough." Boswell. " But Elwal thought himself in the 
right." Johnson. " We are not providing for mad people ;. 
there are places for them in the neighbourhood " (meaning 
Moorfields). Mayo. "But, Sir, is it not very hard that I 
should not be allowed to teach my children what I really 
believe to be the truth?" Johnson. "Why, Sir, you 
might contrive to teach your children extra acoundalwm; 
but. Sir, the magistrate, if he knows it, has a right to* 
restrain you. Suppose you teach your children to be 
thieves ? " Mayo. " This is Tna.king a joke of the subject." 
Johnson. " Nay, Sir, take it thus : — ^that you teach them 
the community of goods ; for which there are as many 
plausible arguments as for most erroneous doctrines. You 
teach them that all things at first were in common, and 
that no man had a right to any thing but as he laid his 
hands upon it ; and that this still is, or ought to be, the 
rule amongst mankind. Here, Sir, you sap a great principle 
in society — property. And don't you think the magistrate 
would have a right to prevent you? Or, suppose you 
should teach your children the notion of the Adamites, 
and they shall run naked into the streets, would not the 
magistrate have a right to flog 'em into their doublets ? " 
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Mayo. " I think the magistrate has no right to interfere 
iill there is some overt act." Boswell. " So, Sir, though 
lie sees an enemy to the state charging a blimderbuss, he 
is not to interfere till it is fired off ! " Mayo. "He must 
be sure of its direction against the state." Johnson. 
"' The magistrate is to judge of that. He has no right to 
xestrain your thinking, because the evil centres in yourself. 
If a man were sitting at this table, and chopping off his 
fingers, the magistrate, as guardian of the community, has 
no authority to restrain him, however he might do it from 
kindness as a parent. — ^Though, indeed, upon more con- 
;sideration, I think he may ; as it is probable, that he who 
is chopping off his own fingers, may soon proceed to chop 
off those of other people. If I think it right to steal Mr. 
Dilly's plate, I am a bad man ; but he can say nothing to 
me. If I make an open declaration that I think so, he 
will keep me out of his house. If I put forth my hand, I 
fihall be sent to Newgate. This is the gradation of think- 
ing, preaching, and acting : if a man thinks erroneously, 
he may keep his thoughts to himself, and nobody will 
trouble him; if he preaches erroneous doctrine, society 
may expel him ; if he acts in consequence of it, the law 
takes place, and he is hanged." Mayo. " But, Sir, ought 
not Christians to have liberty of conscience ? " Johnson. 
** I have already told you so. Sir. You're coming back to 
where you were." Boswell. " Dr. Mayo is always taking 
a return post-chaise, and going the stage over again. He 
has it at half-price." Johnson. "3>r. Mayo, fike other 
champions for unlimited toleration, has got a set of words. ^ 
Sir, it is no matter, politically, whether the magistrate be 
right or wrong. Suppose a club were to be formed, to 
drink confusion to King Q-eorge the Third, and a happy 
restoration to Charles the Third, this would be very bad 
with respect to the state ; but every member of that club 
must eitiber conform to its rules, or be turned out of it. 

^ Dr. Mayo's calm temper and steady perseveranoe, rendered him an 
admirable subject for Uie exercise of Dr. Johnson's powerfiil abilities. 
He never flinched; but, after reiterated blows, remained seemingly un- 
moved as at the first. The scintillations of Johnson*8 genius flashed 
every time he was struck, without his receiving any injury. Hence he 
obtained the epithet of The Literary Anvil, 
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Old Baxter, I remember, maintains, that the magistrate 
should ' tolerate all things that are tolerable.' This is no 
good definition of toleration upon any principle; but it 
shows that he thought some things were not tolerable.*'' 
ToPLADT. " Sir, you have untwisted this difficult subject 
with great dexterity." 

During this argument. Goldsmith sat in restless agi- 
tation, from a wish to get in and shine. Finding himself 
excluded, he had taken his hat to go away, but remained 
for some time with it in his hand, like a gamester, who, at 
the close of a long night, lingers for a little while, to see if 
he can have a favourable opening to finish with success^ 
Once, when he was beginning to speak, he found himself 
overpowered by the loud voice of Johnson, who was at the 
opposite end of the table, and did not perceive Goldsmith's, 
attempt. Thus disappointed of his wish to obtain the 
attention of the company. Goldsmith in a passion threw 
down his hat, looking angrily at Johnson, and exclaiming 
in a bitter tone, " Take it.'* When Toplady was going to* 
speak, Johnson uttered some sound, which led Goldsmith 
to think that he was beginning again, and taking the words 
from Toplady. Upon which, he seized this opportunity of 
venting his own envy and spleen, under the pretext of sup- 
porting another person : " Sir," said he to Johnson, " the 
gentleman has heard you patiently for an hour : pray allow 
us now to hear him." Johnson (sternly). " Sir, I was not 
interrupting the gentleman. I was only giving him a signal 
of my attention. Sir, you are impertinent." Goldsmith 
made no reply, but continued in the company for some 
time. 

A gentleman present^ ventured to ask Dr. Johnson if 
there was not a material difference as to toleration of 
opinions which lead to action, and opinions merely specu- 
lative ; for instance, would it be wrong in the magistrate* 
to tolerate those who preach against the doctrine of the 
Trinity ? Johnson was highly offended, and said, " I won- 
der, Sir, how a gentleman of your piety can introduce this^ 
subject in^a mixed company." He told me afterwards,, 
that the impropriety was, that perhaps some of the company 

^ Mr. Langton. See Tour of the Hebrides, August 22, 1773.— Croker^ 
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might have talked on the subject in such terms as might 
have shocked him ; or he might have been forced to appear 
in their eyes a narrow-minded man. The gentleman, with 
submissive deference, said, he had only hinted at the ques- 
tion from a desire to hear Dr. Johnson's opinion upon it. 
Johnson. "Why then, Sir, I think that permitting men 
to preach any opinion contrary to the doctrine of tiie es- 
tablished church, tends, in a certain degree, to lessen the 
authority of the church, and, consequently, to lessen the 
influence of religion." " It may be considered," said the 
:gentleman, " whether it would not be politic to tolerate in 
such a case." Johnson. "Sir, we have been talking of 
right : this is another question. I think it is^not politic to 
tolerate in such a case." 

Though he did not think it flt that so awful a subject 
should be introduced in a mixed company, and therefore 
at this time waived the theological question ; yet his own 
orthodox belief in the sacred mystery of the Trinity is 
-evinced beyond doubt, by the following passage in his 
private devotions : — 

" O Lord, hear my prayer, for Jesus Christ's sake ; to whom 
-with thee and the Holy Ghost, three persons and one God, be all 
honour and glory, world without end. Amen." ^ 

BoswELL. "Pray, Mr. Billy, how does Dr. Leland's * 
'* History of Ireland ' sell ? " Johnson (bursting forth 
with a generous indignation). " The Irish are in a most 
unnatural state ; for we see there the minority prevailing 
over the majority. There is no instance, even in the ten 
persecutions, of such severity as that which the Protestants 
of Ireland have exercised against the Catholics. Did we 
tell them we have conquered them, it would be above 
board : to punish them by confiscation and other penalties, 
as rebels, was monstrous injustice. King William was 
not their lawful sovereign : he had not been acknowledged 
by the parliament of Ireland, when they appeared in arms 
against him." 

1 Pr. and Med., p. 39. 

^ His History of Ireland, in three toIs. 4to.,was published in 1773.— 
Wright, 



Digitized by 



Google 



J3T. 64. BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 

I here suggested something favourable of the Eoman 
Oatholics. Topladt. " Does not their invocation of saints 
suppose omnipresence in the saints ? " Johnson. " No, 
Sir ; it supposes only pluri-presence ; and when spirits are 
divested of matter, it seems probable that they should see 
with more extent than when in an embodied state. There 
is, therefore, no approach to an invasion of any of the 
divine attributes, in the invocation of saints. But I think 
it is will-worship, and presumption. I see no command 
for it, and therefore think it is safer not to practise it.'' 

He and Mr. Langton and I went together to the Club, 
where we found Mr. Burke, Mr. Garrick, and some other 
members, and amongst them our friend Goldsmith, who 
sat silently brooding over Johnson's reprimand to him after 
dinner. Johnson perceived this, and said aside to some of 
us, — " m make Goldsmith forgive me ; " and then called 
to him in a loud voice, " Dr. Goldsmith, — something passed 
to-day where you and I dined : I ask your pardon." Gold- 
smith answered placidly, " It must be much from you. Sir, 
that I take ill." And so at once the difEerence was over, 
and they were on as easy terms as ever, and Goldsmith 
rattled away as usual. 

In our way to the Club to-night, when I regretted that 
Goldsmith would, upon every occasion, endeavour to shine, 
by which he often exposed himself, Mr. Langton observed, 
that he was not like Addison, who was content with the 
fame of his writings, and did not aim also at excellency in 
conversation, for which he found himself unfit : and that 
he said to a lady who complained of his having talked little 
in copapany, "Madam, I have but nine-pence in ready 
money, but I can draw for a thousand pounds." I ob- 
served that Goldsmith had a great deal of gold in his 
cabinet, but, not content with that, was always taking out 
his purse. Johnson. "Yes, Sir, and that so often an 
empty purse ! " 

Goldsmith's incessant desire of being conspicuous in 
company was the occasion of his sometimes appearing to 
such disadvantage as one should hardly have supposed 
possible in a man of his genius. When his literary repu- 
tation had risen deservedly high, and his society was much 
courted, he became very jealous of the extraordinary at- 
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tention which was every where paid to Johnson. One 
evening, in a circle of wits, he found fault with me for 
talking of Johnson as entitled to the honour of unques- 
tionable superiority. " Sir," said he, " you are for maJdng 
a monarchy of what should be a republic." 

He was still more mortified when, talking in a company 
with fluent vivacity, and, as he flattered himself, to the 
admiration of all who were present, a German who sat 
next him, and perceived Johnson rolling himself as if 
about to speak, suddenly stopped him, saying " Stay, stay 
— Toctor Shonson is going to say something." This was, 
no doubt, very provolong, especially to one so irritable as 
Goldsmith, who frequently mentioned it with strong ex- 
pressions of indignation. 

It may also be observed, that Goldsmith was sometimes 
content to be treated with an easy familiarity, but upon 
occasions would be consequential and important. An in- 
stance of this occurred in a small particular. Johnson had 
a way of contracting the names of his friends : as. Beau- 
clerk, Beau; Boswell, Bozzy ; Langton, Lanky; Murphy, 
Mur ; Sheridan, Sherry. I remember one day, when Tom 
Davies was telling that Dr. Johnson said, " We are all in 
labour for a name to Ooldy's play," Goldsmith seemed dis- 
pleased that such a liberty should be taken with his name, 
and said, " I have often desired him not to call me Ooldy,-* 
Tom was remarkably attentive to the most minute circum- 
stance about Johnson. I recollect his telling me once, on 
my arrival in London, " Sir, our great friend has made an 
improvement on his appellation of old Mr. Sheridan: he 
calls him now Sherry derry/' 



TO THE REV. MR. BAGSHAW.^ 

At Bromley, 

"May 8, 1773. 
"Sib, 

" I return you my sincere thanks for your additions to 
my Dictionary ; but the new edition has been published some 

^ The Rer. Mr. Thomas Bagshaw, M.A., who died on the 20th of 
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time, and therefore I cannot now make use of them. Whather 
I shall ever revise it more, I know not If many readers had 
been as judicious, as diligent, and as communicative as yourself, 
my work had been better. The world must at present take it 
as it is. I am, Sir, your most obliged and most humble servant, 

"Sam. JoHNSoic." 

On Sunday, May 8,' I dined with Johnson at Mr. Lang- 
ton's with I)r. Beattie and some other company. He des- 
canted on the subject of literary property. " There seems," 
said he, " to be in authors a stronger right of property than 
tbat by occupancy; a metaphysical right, a right, as it 
were, of creation, which should from its nature be perpetual ; 
but the consent of nations is against it ; and indeed reason 
and the interests of learning are against it ; for were it to 
be perpetual, no book, however useful, could be universally 
diffused amongst mankind, should tbe proprietor take it 
into bis head to restrain its circulation. No book could 
have the advantage of being edited with notes, however 
necessary to its elucidation, should the proprietor perversely 
oppose it. For the general good of the world, therefore, 
whatever valuable work has once been created by an author, 
and issued out by him, should be understood as no longer 
in his power, but as belonging to the public ; at the same 
time tihe author is entitled to an adequate reward. This 
he should have by an exclusive right to his work for a con- 
siderable number of years." 

November, 1787, in the seventy-seventh year of his age, chaplain of 
Bromley College, in Kent, and rector of South Fleet. He had resigned 
the cure of Bromley parish some time before his death. For this, and 
anoUier letter from Dr. Johnson in 1784, to the same truly respectable 
man, I am indebted to Dr. John Loveday, of the Commons, a son of the 
late learned and pious John Loveday, Esq., of Caversham, in Berkshire, 
who obligingly transcribed them for me from the originals in his 
possession. The worthy gentleman, having retired from business, now 
lives in Warwickshire. The world has been lately obliged to him as 
the editor of the late Rev. Dr. Townson's excellent work, modestly 
entitled A Discourse on the Evangelical History, from the Interment to 
tbe Ascension of our Lord and l£viour Jesus Christ ; to which is pre- 
fixed a truly interesting and pleasing account of the author, by the 
Rev. Mr. Ralph Churton. 

Dr. John Loveday died March 4, 1809, in his sixty-siztii year. 
Gentleman's Magazine, May, 1809. — Croker, 

^ Misdate for the 9th,'-Crokar. 

II. B 
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He attacked Lord Monboddo's strange speculatioii on the 
primitive state of liiunan nature ; observing, " Sir, it is all 
(xmjectiire about a thing useless, even were it known to be 
true. Knowledge of all kinds is good. Conjecture, as to 
things useful, is good ; but conjecture as to what it would 
be useless to know, such as whether men went upon all 
four, is very idle." 

On Monday, May 9,^ as I was to set out on my return to 
Scotland next morning, I was as desirous to see as much 
of Dr. Johnson as I could. But I first called on G-oldsmith 
to take leave of him. The jealousy and envy, which, though 
possessed of many most amiable qualities, he frankly 
avowed, broke out violently at this interview.* Upon an- 
other occasion, when G-oldsmith confessed himself to be of 
an envious disposition, I contended with Johnson that we 
ought not to be angry with him, he was so candid in own- 
ing it. " Nay, Sir," said Johnson, " we must be angry that 
a man has such a superabundance of an odious quality, 
that he cannot keep it within his own breast, but it boils 
over." In my opinion, however, G-oldsmith had not more 
of it than other people have, but only talked of it freely. 

He now seemed very angry that Johnson was going to be 
a traveller ; said " he would be a dead weight for me to 
carry, and that I should never be able to lug him along 
through the Highlands and Hebrides." Nor would he 
patiently allow me to enlarge upon Johnson's wonderful 
abilities ; but exclaimed, "Is he like Burke, who winds into 
a subject like a serpent ? " " But," said I, " Johnson is the 
Hercules who strangled serpents in his cradle." 

I dined with Dr. Johnson at General Paoli's. He was 
obliged, by indisposition, to leave the company early ; he 
appointed me, however, to meet him in the evening at Mr. 
(now Sir Robert) Chambers's, in the Temple, where he ac- 
cordingly came, though he continued to be very ill. 
Chambers, as is common on such occasions, prescribed 
various remedies to him. Johnson (fretted by pain). 
" Pr'ythee don't tease me. Stay till I am well, and then 

> Misdate fop 10th.— -Croker. 

^ I wonder why Boswell ao often displays a malevolent foelins towarda 
Goldsmith ? Bivalry for Johnson's good graces, perhaps. — WcSter Scott, 
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yon shall tell me how to cure myself." He grew better, 
and talked with a noble enthusiasm of keeping up the 
representation of respectable families. His zeal on this 
subject was a circumstance in his character exceedingly 
remarkable, when it is considered that he himself had no 
pretensions to blood. I heard him once say, " I have great 
merit in being zealous for subordination and the honours 
of birth ; for I can hardly tell who was my grandfather." 
He maintained the dignity and propriety of male succession, 
in opposition to the opinion of one of our friends who had 
that day employed Mr. Chambers to draw his will, devising 
his estate to his three sisters, in preference to a remote heir 
male. Johnson called them ^' three dowdies,^* and said, 
with as high a spirit as the boldest baron in the most per- 
fect days of the feudal system, " An ancient estate should 
always go to males. It is mighty foolish to let a stranger 
have it because he marries your daughter, and takes your 
name. As for an estate newly acquired by trade, you may 
give it, if you will, to the d(^ Towaer, and let him keep his 
ovm name." 

I have known him at times exceedingly diverted at what 
seemed to others a very small sport. He now laughed im- 
moderately, without any reason that we could perceive, at 
our friend's making his will : called him the testator, and 
added, '' I dare say he thinks he has done a mighty tiling. 
He won't stay till he gets home to his seat in the country, 
to produce this wonderful deed : he'll call up the landlord 
of the first inn on the road ; and, after a suitable preface 
upon mortality and the uncertainty of life, will toll hiTn 
that he should not delay in making his will ; and here. Sir, 
will he say, is my will, which I have just made, with the 
assistance of one of the ablest lawyers in the kingdom; and 
he will read it to him (laughing all the time). He believes 
he has made this will ; but he did not make it ; you. 
Chambers, made it for him. I trust you have had more 
conscience than to make him say, ' being of sound imder- 
standing ! ' ha, ha, ha ! I hope he has left me a legacy. I'd 
have his will turned into verse, like a ballad." 

In this playful manner did he run on, exulting in his 
own pleasantry, which certainly was not such as might be 
expected from the author of " The Eambler," but which is 
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here preserved, that my readers may be acquainted even 
-with the slightest occasional characteristics of so eminent 
a man. 

Mr. Chambers did not by any means relish this jocularity 
upon a matter of which pars magna fuU, and seemed im- 
patient till he got rid of us. Johnson could not stop his 
merriment, but continued it all the way till he got wiUiout 
the Temple Gbte. He then burst into such a fit of laughter, 
that he appeared to be almost in a convulsion ; and, in 
order to support himself, laid hold of one of the posts at 
the side of the foot pavement, and sent forth peals so loud, 
that in the silence of the night his voice seemed to resound 
from Temple Bar to Meet Ditch, 

This most ludicrous exhibition of the awful, melancholy, 
and venerable Johnson happened well to counteract the 
feelings of sadness which I used to experience when parting 
with him for a considerable time. I accompanied him to 
his door, where he gave me his blessing. 

He records of himself this year : " Between Easter and 
Whitsuntide, having always considered that time as pro- 
pitious to study, I attempted to learn the Low Ihitch 
language." ^ It is to be observed, that he here admits an 
opinion of the human mind being influenced by seasons, 
which he ridicules in his writings. His progress, he says, 
was interrupted by a fever, " wluch, by the imprudent use 
of a small print, left an inflammation in his useful eye." ^ 
We camiot but a<Imire his spirit, when we know, that 
amidst a complication of bodUy and mental distress, he 
was still animated with the desire of intellectual improve- 
ment.* Various notes of his studies appear on different 
days, in his manuscript diary of this year ; such as, " In- 
choam hetionem Pentaieuehi — Finivi lectionem Conf, Fob. 
Bv/rdonwm — Legi primvm a^ctwm Troadum — Legi Disserta^ 
tionem Clerid postremam de Pent — 2 of Clark's Sermons — 
Xr. Apollonii ptigna/m Betrida/in — L, eerUu/m versus Homeri'* 
Let this serve as a specimen of what accessions of literature 

> Prayers and Meditations, p. 128. 

^ Prayers itnd Meditation, p. 129. 

' Not six months before his death, he wished me to teach him the 
scale of mnsic : <* Dr. Barney, teach me at least the alphabet of yonr 
language/' — Bumey, 
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he was perpetuallj infusing into Ids mind, while lie charged 
himself with idleness. 

This year died Mrs. Salusbury (mother of Mrs. Thrale), 
a lady whom he appears to have esteemed much, and 
whose memory he honoured with an epitaph.^ 

In a letter from Edinburgh, dated the 29th of May, I 
pressed him to persevere in his resolution to make this 
year the projected visit to the Hebrides, of which he and I 
had talked for many years, and which I was confident 
would afford us much entertainment. 



T0 JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Johnson's Court, July 5, 1773. 

"DeaeSir, 

" When your letter came to me, I was so darkened by aa 
inflammation in my eye that I could not for some time r^ad it. 
I can now write without trouble, and can read large prints. My 
eye is gradually growing stronger ; and I hope will be able to take 
some delight in the survey of a Caledonian loch. 

" Chambers is going a judge, with six thousand a year, to 
Bengal. He and I shall come down together, as far as New- 
castle, and thenee I shall easily get to Edinburgh. Let me 
know the exact time when your courts intermit. I must conform 
a little to Chambers*8 occasions, and he must conform a little to 
mine. The time which you shall fix must be the common point 
to which we will come as near as we can. Except this eye, I am 
very well. 

^ Mrs. Fiozzi's Anecdotes of Johnson, p. 131. [See Johnsoniana.] 
This event also famished him with a subject of meditation for the 
eyening of June the 18 th, on which day this lady died : — 

*' Friday, June 18, 1773. This day, after dinner, died Mrs. Salus- 
bury ; she had for some days almost lost the power of speaking. Yester- 
day, as I touched her hand, and kissed it, she pressed my hand between 
her two hands, which she probably intended as the parting caress. At 
night her speech returned a little ; and the said, among other things, to 
her daughter, I have had much time, and I hope I hare used it. This 
morning, being called about nine to feel her pulse, I said, at parting, 
God bless you, for Jesus Christ's sake. She smiled, as pleaded. She 
had her senses perhaps to the dying moment." Pr. and Med., p. 127.^- 
Orok&r, 
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** Beattie is so caressed, and invited, and treated, and liked, 
and flattered by the great, that I can see nothing of him. I am 
in great hope that he will be well provided for, and then we will 
live upon him at the Marischal College, without pitj or modesty. 

" ^ left the town withoat taking leave of me, and is 

gone in deep dudgeon to .* Is not this very childish ? 

Where is now my legacy ? 

** I hope your dear lady and her dear baby are both welL I 
shall see them too when I come ; and I have that opinion of your 
choice, as to suspect that when I have seen Mrs. Boswell, I shall 
be less willing to go away. I am, dear Sir, your affectionate 
humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

^ Write to me as soon as you can. Chambers is now at 
Oxford." 

I again wrote to him, informing him that the oonrt of 
session rose on the 12tli of August, hoping to see him 
before that time, and expressing, perhaps in too extrava- 
gant terms, my admiration of hun, and my expectation of 
pleasure from our intended tour. 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"Aug. 3, 1773. 
*" Db4B Sis, 

" I shall set out from London on Friday the 6th of this 
month, and purpose not to loiter much by the way. Which day 
I shall be at Edinburgh, I cannot exactly tell. I suppose I 
must drive to an inn, and send a porter to find you. 

" I am afraid Beattie will not be at his college soon enough 
for us, and I shall be sorry to miss him ; but there is no staying 
for the concurrence of all conveniences. We will do as well as 
we can. I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson.'* 

* ■ Both these blanks must be filled with Langton, — Croler, 



Digitized by 



Google 



mr, 64. boswell's life of johitsok. 247 

TO THE SAME. 

« Aug. 3, 1773. 
" Dear Sis, 

^ Not being at Mr. Thrale*s when jour letter came, I had 
written the enclosed paper and sealed it ; bringing it hither for a 
frank, I found yours. If any thing could repress my ardour, it 
would be such a letter as yours. To disappoint a ieiend is un- 
pleasing ; and he that forms expectations like yours, must be 
disappointed. Think only, when yon see me, that you see a man 
who loves yon, and is proud and glad that yon love him. I am^ 
Sir, your most affectionate, " Sam. Johnson.'* 

TO THE SAME. 

"NewcasUe, Aug. 11, 1773. 
" Deab Sir, 

" I came hither last night, and hope, but do not absolutely 
promise to be in Edinburgh on Saturday. Beattie will not come 
so soon. I am, Sir, yonr most humble servant, 

^' Sam. Johnson. 
" My compliments to your lady." 

TO THE SAME. 

^^Mr. Johnson sends his compliments to Mr. Boswell, being 
just arrived at Boyd's. 

"Saturday night.'* 

His stay in Scotland was from the 18th of August, on 
which day he arriyed, till the 22nd of November, when he 
set out on his return to London ; and I believe ninety-four 
days were never passed by any man in a more vigorous 
exertion. 

He came by the way of Berwick-upon-Tweed to Edin- 
burgh, where he remained a few days, and then went by 
St. Andrew's, Aberdeen, Inverness, and Fort Augustus, to 
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the Hebrides, to visit which was the principal object he 
had in view. He visited the isles of Sky, Easaj, Coll, 
Mull, Inchkenneth, and Icolmkill. He travelled through 
Argyleshire by Inverary, and from thence by Lochlomond 
and Dumbarton to Q-lasgow, then by Loudon to Auchinleck 
in Ayrshire, the seat of my family, and then by Hamilton, 
back to Edinburgh, where he again spent some time. He 
thus saw the four universities of Scotland, its three princi- 
pal cities, and as much of the Highland and insular life as 
was sufGlcient for his philosophical contemplation. I had 
the pleasure of accompanying him during the whole of his 
journey. He was respectfully entertained by the great, 
the learned, and the elegant, wherever he went ; nor was 
he less delighted with the hospitality which he experienced 
in humbler life.* 

His various adventures, and the force and vivacity of his 
mind, as exercised during this peregrination, upon in- 
numerable topics, have been faithfully, and to the best of 
my abilities, displayed in my " Journal of a Tour to the 
Hebrides," to which, as the public has been pleased to 
honour it by a very extensive circulation, I beg leave to 
refer, as to a separate and remarkable portion of his lif e,^ 
which may be there seen in detail, and which exhibits as 
striking a view of his powers in conversation, as his works 
do of his excellence in writing. Nor can I deny to myself 
the very flattering gratification of inserting here the 
character which my friend Mr. Courtenay has been pleased 
to give of that work : — 

" With Reynolds' pencil, vivid, bold, and true, 
So fervent Boswell gives him to our view : 
In every trait we see his mind expand ; 

^ He was long remembered amongst the lower orders of Hebrideans 
by the title of the Sassenach Morsy the big Enalishman. — Walter Scott. 

' The author was not a small gainer by this extraordinary journey, 
for Dr. Johnson thus writes to Mrs. Thrale, Nov. 3, 1773 :—'* Boswell 
will praise my resolution and perseverance, and I shall in return celebrate 
his good-humour and perpetual cheerfulness. He has better Acuities 
than I had imagined: more justness of discernment, and more fecundity 
of images. It is very convenient to travel with him, for there is no 
house where he is not received with kindness and respect" Thrale 
Correspondence, vol. i., p. 198. — McUone. 
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The master rises by the pupil's hand : 
We love the writer, praise his happy vein. 
Graced with the naivet^ of the sage Montaigne ; 
Hence not alone are brighter parts displayed, 
But e*en the specks of character pourtray*d : 
We see the Rambler with fastidious smile 
Mark the lone tree, and note the heath-clad isle , 
But when the heroic tale of Flora ^ charms, 
Decked in a kilt, he wields a chieftain's arms : 
The tuneful piper sounds a martial strain. 
And Samuel s^ngs, * The king shall have his ain.' ** 

During his stay at Edinburgh, after his return from the 
Hebrides, he was at great pains to obtain information 
concerning Scotland ; and it -will appear from his subse- 
quent letters, that he was not less solicitous for intelli- 
gence on this subject after his return to London. 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"Nov. 27, 1773. 
"Dbab Sib, 

"I came home last night, without any incommodity, 
danger, or weariness, and am ready to begin a new journey. I 
shall go to Oxford on Monday. I know Mrs. Boswell wished 
me well to go ;^ her wishes have not been disappointed. Mrs. 
Williams has received Sir A.'s ' letter. 

' The celebrated Flora Macdonald. See Bos well's Tour. — Cottrienay, 
^ In this he showed a very acute penetration. My wife paid him the 
most assiduous and respectful attention while he was our g^est ; so that 
I wonder how he discovered her wishing for his departure. The truth 
is, that his irregular hours and uncouth habits, such as turning the 
candles with their heads downwards, when they did not bum bright 
enough, and letting the wax drop upon the carpet, could not but be 
disagreeable to a lady. Besides, she had not that high admiration of 
him which was felt by most of those who knew him ; and, what was 
very natural to a femiUe mind, she thought he had too much influence 
over her husband. She once, in a little warmth, made, with more 
point than justice, this remark upon that subject : — *' I have seen many 
a bear led by a man ; but I never before saw a man led bv a bear." 
• Sir Alexander Gordon, one of the professors at Aberdeen. 
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'* Make my compliments to all those to whom my compliments 
may be welcome. 

^' Let the box^ be sent as soon as it can, and let me know when 
to expect it. 

" Enquire, if you can, the order of the Clans : Macdonald is 
first ; ^ Maclean second ; further I cannot go. Quicken Dr. 
Webster.® I am, Sir, yours affectionately, 

"Sam. Johnson.^* 



MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

" Edinburgh, Dec. 2, 1773. 

. . . . '^ Tou shall have what information I can procure as to 
the order of the clans. A gentleman of the name of Grant tells 
me that there is no settled order among them ; and he says that 
the Macdonalds were not placed upon the right of the army 
at Culloden; the Stuarts were. I shall, however, examine 
witnesses of every name that I can find here. Dr. Webster 
shall be quickened too. I like your little memorandums ; they 
are symptoms of your being in earnest with your book of 
northern travels. 

" Your box shall be sent next week by sea. You will find in 
it some pieces of the broom-bush which you saw growing on the* 
old castle of Auchinleck. The wood has a curious appearance 

^ This was a box containing a number of curious things which he 
had picked up in Scotland, particularly some horn-spoons. 

* The Macdonalds always laid claim to be placed on the right of the 
w^ole clans, and those of that tribe assign the breach of this order at 
Culloden as one cause of the loss of the day. The Macdonalds, placed 
on the left wing, refused to charge, and positively left the field unas- 
sailed and unbroken. Lord George Murray in vain endeavoured to 
urge them on by saying, that their behaviour would make the left the 
right, and that he himself would take the name of Macdonald. On this 
subject there are some curious notices, in a very interesting journal 
written by one of the seven men of Moidart, as they were caJl^ — Mac- 
donalds of the Clanronald sept, who were the first who declared for the 
prince at his landing in their chief's country. It is in the Lockhart 
papers, vol. ii«, P. 510. — Walter Scott. 

' The Bev. Dr. Alexander Webster, one of the ministers of Edin- 
burgh, a man of distinguished abilities, who had promised him informa- 
tion concerning the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. 
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when sawn across. Ton may either have a little writing- 
standiflh made of it, or get it formed into boards for a treatise on 
witchcraft, bj way of a suitable binding.'* .... 



MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

" Edinburgh, Dec. 18, 1773. 

.... **Tou promised me an inscription for a print to be 
taken from an historical picture of Mary Queen of Scots being 
forced to resign her crown, which Mr. Hamilton at Rome has 
painted for me.^ The two following have been sent to me : — 

" ' Maria Scotorum JUgina meliori secuh digna, jus regium 
civibus seditions invita resignat* 

*' ' Cives seditiosi Mariam Scotorum Reginam sese muneri 
abdicare invitam coguntJ* 

^^ Be so good as to read the passage in Robertson, and see if 
you cannot give me a better inscription. I must have it both in 
Latin and English ; so, if you should not give me another Latin 
one, you will at least choose the best of these two, and send a 
translation of it.*' • • . • 

His htunane forgiying disposition was put to a pretty 
strong test on his return to London, by a liberty which 
Mr. ^Hiomas Davies had taken with him in his absence, 
which was, to publish two volumes entitled "Miscellaneous 
and Fugitive Pieces," which he advertised in the news- 
papers, "By the Author of the Rambler." Li this col- 
lection, several of Dr. Johnson's acknowledged writings, 
several of his anonymous performances, and some which 
he had written for others, were inserted ; but there were 
also some in which he had no concern whatever. He was 
at first very angry, as he had good reason to be. But, 
upon consideration of his poor friend's narrow circum- 
stances, and that he had only a little profit in view, and 

^ QtLYin Hamilton, long a resident in Rome, and a painter of some 
reputation in his day. He died in 1797. The picture which Boswell 
speaks of was exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1776, and is described 
in the catalogue as *' No. 124. Gavin Hamilton, Rome ; Mary Queen of 
Soots resigning her Crown." — P. Cunningham. 
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meant no harm, lie soon relented, and continued his kind- 
ness to him as formerly.^ 

In the course of his self-examination with retrospect to 
this year, he seems to have been much dejected ; for he 
says, 1st January, 1774 : ** This year has passed with so 
little improvement, that I doubt whether I have not 
rather impaired than increased my learning." * And yet 
we have seen how he read, and we know how he talked, 
during that period. 

He was now seriously engaged in writing an account of 
our travels in the Hebrides, in consequence of which I 
had the pleasure of a more frequent correspondence with 
him. 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

Jan. 29, 1774. 
"DeabSir, 

*' My operations have been hindered by a cough ; at least 
I flatter myself, that if my cough had not come, I should have 
been further advanced. But I have had no intelligence from 
Dr. Webster, nor from the excise-office, nor from you. No 
account of the little borough.^ Nothing of the Erse language. 
I have yet heard nothing of mj box. You must make haste and 
gather me all you can ; and do it quickly, or I will and shall do 
without it. 

^ '' When Dayies printed the Fugitire Pieces without his knowledge 
or consent ; * How,' said I, ' would Pope have raved, had he been served 
so ? ' * We should never,' replied Johnson, ' have heard the last on't, to 
be sure ; but then Pope was a narrow man. I will, however,' added 
he, * storm and bluster myself 9^ Uttle this time ; ' — so went to London in 
all the wrath he could muster up. At his return, I asked how the a£fair 
ended : — ' Why,' said he, ' I was a fierce fellow, and pretended to be 
very angry, and Thomas was a good-natured fellow, and pretended to 
be very sorry : so there the matter ended. I believe the dog loves me 
dearly. Mr. Thrale (turning round to my husband), what shall you 
and I do that is good for Tom Davies ? We will do something for him, 
to be sure.' "— -Piozzi, Anecdotes, p. 55-6. — Croker» [See Johnsoniana.] 

* Prayers and Meditations, p. 134. 

' The ancient Burgh of Prestick, in Ayrshire. 
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'^ Make my compliments to Mrs. BosweU, and tell her I do not 
love her the less for wishing me awaj. I gave her trouble 
enough, and shall be glad, in recompense, to give her anj 
pleasure. 

" I would send some porter into the Hebrides, if I knew which 
way it could be got to my kind friends there. Enquire, and let 
me know. 

*' Make my compliments to all the Doctors of Edinburgh, and 
to all my friends, from one end of Scotland to the other. 

'* Write to me, and send me what intelligence you can ; and 
if any thing is too bulky for the post, let me have it by the 
carrier. I do not like trusting winds and waves. I am, dear 
Sir, your most, &c. " Sam. Johnson.'* 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"London, Feb. 7,1774. 

"DeaeSie, 

" In a day or two after I had written the last discontented 
letter, I received my box, which was very welcome. But still I 
must entreat you to hasten Dr. Webster, and continue to pick up 
what you can that may be usefril. 

'*Mr. Oglethorpe was with me this morning; you know his 
errand. He was not unwelcome. 

" Tell Mrs. Boswell that my good intentions towards her still 
continue. I should be glad to do any thing that would either 
benefit or please her. 

" Chambers is not yet gone ; but so hurried, or so negligent, 
or so proud, that I rarely see him. I have indeed, for some 
weeks past, been very ill of a cold and cough, and have been at 
Mrs. Thrale's, that I might be taken care of. I am much better : 
nov<B redeunt in prailia vires; but I am yet tender, and easily 
disordered. How happy it was that neither of us were ill in the 
Hebrides. 

** The question of literary property * is this day before the 
Lords. Murphy drew up the appellants* case, that is, the plea 
against the perpetual right. I have not seen it, nor heard the 
decision. I would not have the right perpetual. 

^ And was decided Feb. 27th. See Annual Begister, p. 95.— £tf«^or. 
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" I will write to yon as any tiling occurs, and do yon send me 
something abont my Scottish friends. I hare very great kind- 
ness for them. Let me know likewise How fees come in, and 
when we are to see you. I am. Sir, yours affectionately, 

" Sam. Johnson/* 

He at this time wrote the following letters to Mr. Stee- 
pens, his able associate in editing Shakspeare : — 



TO GEORGE STEEVENS, ESQ. 

Hampstead, 

"Feb. 7, 1774. 
"Sir, 

*' If I am asked when I have seen Mr. Steevens, yon know 
what answer I must give ; if I am asked when I shall see him, I 
wish you could tell me what to say. If you have ' Lesley's His- 
tory of Scotland,' or any other book about Scotland, except 
Boethius and Buchanan, it will be a kindness if you send them 
to, Sir, your humble servant, " Sam. Johnson.'* 



TO GEORGE STEEVEXS, ESQ. 

"Feb. 21, 1774. 
" SlE, 

" We are thinking to augment our club, and I am de- 
sirous of nominating you, if you care to stand the ballot, and can 
uttend on Friday nights at least twice in five weeks : less than 
this is too little, and rather more will be expected. Be pleased 
to let me know before Friday. I am. Sir, your most, &c. 

"Sam. Johnson.** 



TO GEORGE STEEVENS, ESQ. 

" March 5, 1774. 
"Sib, 

" Last night you became a member of the club ; if you 
call on me on Friday, I will introduce you. A gentleman, pro- 
posed after you, was rejected. 
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" I thank you for Neander,* but wish he were not so fine. I 
will take care of him. I am, Sir, jour humble servant, 

" Sam. Johmson.** 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ 

<' March 5, 1774. 

" Dear Sib, 

*' Dr. Webster*s informations were much less exact, and 
much less determinate, than I expected : they are, indeed, much 
less positive than, if he can trust his own book ^ which he laid 
before me, he is able to give. But I believe it will always be 
found that he who calls much for information will advance his 
work but slowly. ' 

" I am, however, obliged to you, dear Sir, for your endeavours 
to help me ; and hope, that between us something will sometime 
be done, if not on this, on some occasion. 

*' Chambers is either married, or almost married, to Miss 
Wilton,' a girl of sixteen, exquisitely beautii^l, whom he has, 
with his lawyer's tongue, persuaded to take her chance with him 
in the. East. 

" We have added to the club, Charles Fox,* Sir Charles Bun- 
bury, Dr. Fordyce, and Mr. Steevens.* 

" Return my thanks to Dr. Webster. Tell Dr. Robertson I 

" See the Catalogue of Mr. Steevens's Library, No. 265 : — *' Neandri 
(Mich.) Opus aureum, Gr. et Lat. 2 tom. 4to. corio turcico, foliis deau- 
ratis. Lipsise, 1577." This was doubtless the book lent by Steevens to 
Johnson. — MaJUme, 

' A manuscript account drawn bv Dr. Webster of all the parishes in 
Scotland, ascertaining their length, breadth, number of inhabitants, and 
distinguishing Protestants and Roman Catholics. This book had been 
transmitted to government, and Dr. Johnson saw a copy of it in Dr. 
Webster's possession. 

* Daughter of Joseph Wilton, R.A., the sculptor. After Sir Robert 
Chambers's death she returned to England, and died at Brighton, in 
April, 1839, aged 88. Miss Chambers, her daughter, married Colonel 
Macdonald, the son of Flora. — Oroker. 

^ Mr. Fox, as Sir James Mackintosh informed me, was brought in by 
Mr. Burke, February, 1774, and this meeting at the club was the only 
link of acquaintance between Mr. Fox and Johnson. — Croker, 

* George Steevens and Edward Gibbon were elected on the same 
evening, February, 1774.— jEii^or. 
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have not much to replj to his censure of mj negligence : and tell 
Dr. Blair, that since he has written hither what I said to him, we 
must now consider ourselves as even, forgive one another, and 
begin again. I care not how soon, for he is a very pleasing man. 
Paj mj compliments to all mj friends, and remind Lord Elibank 
of his promise to give me all his works. 

" I hope Mrs. Boswell and Ktile Miss are well. — ^When shall I 
see them agaia ? She is a sweet lady ; only she was so glad to 
see me go, that I have almost a mind to come again, that she may 
again have the same pleasure. 

" Enquire if it be practicable to send a small present of a cask 
oi porter to Dunvegan, Rasay, and Col. I would not wish to be 
thought forgetful of civilities. I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

"Sam. Johnson.** 

On the 5tli of Marcb I wrote to him, requesting his 
counsel whether I should this spring come to London. I 
stated to him on the one hand some pecuniary embarrass- 
ments, which, together with my wife's situation at that 
time, made me hesitate; and on the other, the pleasure 
and improvement which my annual visit to the metropolis 
always afforded me ; and particularly mentioned a peculiar 
satisfaction which I experienced in celebrating the festival 
of Easter in St. Paul's cathedral; that, to my fancy, it 
appeared like going up to Jerusalem at the Feast of the 
Passover; and that tiie strong devotion which I felt on 
that occasion diffused its influence on my mind through 
the rest of the year. 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

Not dated, but written about the 15th of March. 
"Deae Sie, 

** I am ashamed to think that since I received your letter 
I Lave passed so many days without answering it. 

" I think there is no great difficulty in resolving your doubts. 
The reasons for which you are inclkied to visit London are, I 
think, not of sufficient strength to answer the objections. That 
you should delight to come once a year to the fountain of intelli- 
gence and pleasure is very natural ; but both information and 
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pleasure must be regulated by propriety. Pleasure, which cannot 
be obtained but by unseasonable or unsuitable expense, must 
always end in pain ; and pleasure, which must be enjoyed at the 
expense of another's pain, can never be such as a worthy mind 
can fully delight in. 

" What improvement you might gain by coming to London, 
you may easily supply, or easily compensate, by enjoining your- 
self some particular study at home, or opening some new avenue 
to information. Edinburgh is not yet exhausted ; and I am sure 
you will find no pleasure here which can deserve either that you 
should anticipate any part of your future fortune, or that you 
should condemn yourself and your lady to penurious frugality for 
the rest of the year. 

" I need not tell you what regard you owe to Mrs. Boswell*s 
entreaties ; or how much you ought to study the happiness of 
her who studies yours with so much diligence, and of whose 
kindness you enjoy such good eftects. Life cannot subsist in 
society but by reciprocal concessions. She permitted you to 
ramble last year ; you must permit her now to keep you at home. 

" Your last reason is so serious, that I am unwilling to oppose 
it. Yet you must remember, that your image of worshipping 
once a year in a certain place, in imitation of the Jews, is but a 
comparison; and simile non est idem; if the annual resort to 
Jerusalem was a duty to the Jews, it was a duty because it was 
commanded; and you have no such coioimand, therefore no such 
duty. It may be dangerous to receive too readily, and indulge 
too fondly, opinions, from which, perhaps, no pious mind is wholly 
disengaged, of local sanctity and local devotion. You know 
what strange effects they have produced over a great part of the 
Christian world. I am now writing, and you, when you read this, 
are reading under the eye of Omnipresence. 

** To what degree fancy is to be admitted into religious offices, 
it would require much deliberation to determine. I am far from 
intending totally to exclude it. Fancy is a faculty bestowed by 
our Creator, and it is reasonable that all his gifts should be used 
to his glory, that all our faculties should co-operate in his wor- 
ship; but they are to co-operate according to the will* of him 
that gave them, according to the order which his wisdom has 
established. As ceremonies prudential or convenient are less 
obligatory than positive ordinances, as bodily worship is only the 
token to others or ourselves of mental adoration, so fancy is 

II 8 
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always to act in subordination to reason. We may take fancy 
for a companion, but must follow reason as our guide. We may 
allow fancy to suggest certain ideas in certain places ; but reason 
must always be heard, when she tells us, that those ideas and 
those places have no natural or necessary relation. When we 
enter a church we habitually recall to mind the duty of adora- 
tion, but we must not omit adoration for want of a temple : be- 
cause we know, and ought to remember, that the Universal Lord 
is everywhere present ; and that, therefore, to come to lona, or 
to Jerusalem, though it may be use^, cannot be necesssiry. 

" Thus I have answered your letter, and have not answered it 
negligently. I love you too well to be careless when you are 
serious. 

" I think I shall be very diligent next week about our travels, 
which I have too long neglected. I am, dear Sir, your most, &c., 

'' Sam. Johnson. 

''Compliments to Madam and Miss.*' 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"May 10, 1774. 
"DeaeSie, 

" The lady who delivers this has a law-suit, in which she 
lesires to make use of your skill and eloquence, and she seems 
to think that she shall have something more of both for a recom- 
mendation from me ; which, though I know how little you want 
any external incitement to your duty, I could not refuse her, be- 
cause I know that at least it will not hurt her, to tell you that I 
wish her well. I am. Sir, yoxa most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 



MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh, May 12, 1774. 

" Lord Hailes has begged of me to offer you his best respects, 

and to transmit to you specimens of * Annals of Scotland, from 

the Accession of Malcolm Eenmore to the death of James Y.,' in 

drawiag up which his lordship has been engaged for some time. 
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His lordslup writes to me thus : — * If I could procure Dr. John- 
son's criticisms, they would be of great use to me in the prose- 
cution of my work, as they would be judicious and true. I have 
no right to ask that favour of him. If you could, it would highly 
oblige me/ 

" Dr. Blair requests you may be assured that he did not write 
to London what you said to him, and that neither by word nor 
letter has he made the least complaint of you ; but, on the con- 
trary, has a high respect for you, and loves you much more since 
he saw you in Scotland. It would both divert and please you to 
see his eagerness about this matter.*' 



TO JAMES BOSWBLL, ESQ. 

<<Streatham, June 12^ 1774. 
"Dear Sib, 

" Yesterday I put the first sheets of the * Journey to the 
Hebrides ' to the press. I have endeavoured to do you some 
justice in the first paragraph. It will be one volume in octavo, 
not thick. 

" It will be proper to make some presents in Scotland. You 
shall tell me to whom I shall give; and I have stipulated twenty- 
five for you to give in your own name. Some will take the pre- 
sent better from me, others better from you. In this, you who 
are to live in the place ought to direct. Consider it. Whatever 
you can get for my purpose send me ; and make my compliments 
to your lady and both the young ones. I am. Sir, your, &c., 

"Sam. Johnson.** 



MR. BOSWBLL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

« Edinburgh, Jane 24, 1774. 

'* You do not acknowledge the receipi of the various packets 
which I have sent to you. Neither can I prevail with you to answer 
my letters, though you honour me with returns. You have said 
nothing to me about poor Groldsmith,^ nothing about Langton. 

' Dr. Goldsmith died April 4, this year. 
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*' I have receiyed for jou, from the Society for Propagatmg 
Chrifitian Knowledge in Scotland, the following Erse books : — 
* The Kew Testament,* ' Bazter*8 Call,' * The Confession of Faith 
of the Assembly of Divines at Westminster,' *The Mother's 
Catechism,' * A Gaelic and English Vocabulary.' " ^ 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ 

"July 4, 1774. 

"Dbae Sib, 

" I wish you could have looked over my book before the 
printer, but it could not easily be. I suspect some mistakes ; 
but as I deal, perhaps, more in notions than in facts, the matter 
is not great ; and the second edition will be mended, if any such 
there be. The press will go on slowly for a time, because I am 
going into Wales to-morrow. 

'* I should be very sorry if I appeared to treat such a character 
as Lord Hailes otherwise than with high respect. I return the 
sheets,^ to which I have done what mischief I could ; and finding 
it so little, thought not much of sending them. The narrative is 
clear, lively, and short. 

'* I have done worse to Lord Hailes than by neglecting hia 
sheets : I have run him in debt. Dr. Home, the president of 
Magdalen College in Oxford, wrote to me about three months 
ago, that he purposed to reprint Walton's Lives, and desired me 
to contribute to the work : my answer was, that Lord Hailes 
intended the same publication ; and Dr. Home has resigned it to 
him. His lordship must now think seriously about it. 

" Of poor dear Dr. Goldsmith there is Uttle to be told, more 
than the papers have made public. He died of a fever, made, I am 
afraid, more violent by uneasiness of mind. His debts began to 
be heavy, and all his resources were exhausted. Sir Joshua is 
of opinion that he owed not less than two thousand pounds. 
Was ever poet so trusted before? 

" You may, if you please, put the inscription thus : — 

* These books Dr. Johnson presented to the Bodleian Librarv. 

' On the cover enclosing them Dr. Johnson wrote, " If my delay has 

S'ven anv reason for supposing that I have not a very deep sense of the 
>nour done me by asking my judgment, I am very sorry.'' 
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^** Maria Scotorum RegtTia nata 15 — , a suis in exilium acta 
15 — ^ ah hospitd neci data 15 — .' You must find the years. 

'^ Of jour second daughter you certdinly gave the account 
yourself, though you have forgotten it. While Mrs. Boswell is 
well, never doubt of a boy. Mrs. Thrale brought, I think, five 
girls running, but while I was with you she had a boy. 

'^ I am obliged to you for all your pamphlets, and of the last I 
hope to make some use. I made some of the former. I am, 
dear Sii', your most affectionate servant, " Sam. Johnson.'* 

" My comoliments to all the three ladies." 



TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ.,' 
at Langton, near Spilshy, Lincolnshire, 

"July 6, 1774. 

**Deab Sib, 

" You have reason to reproach me that I have left your 
last letter so long unanswered, but I had nothing particular to 
flay. Chambers, you find, is gone far, and poor Goldsmith is gone 
much further. He died of a fever, exasperated, as I believe, by 
ihe fear of distress. He had raised money and squandered it, by 
every artifice of acquisition and folly of expense. But let not 
his frailties be remembered ; he was a very great man. 

" I have just begun to print my Journey to the Hebrides, and 
am leaving the press to take another journey into Wales, whither 
Mr. Thrale is going, to take possession of, at least, five hundred 
a year, fallen to his lady. All at Streatham, that are alive, are 
well. 

"I have never recovered from the last dreadfiil ilness,^ but 
• flatter myself that I grow gradually better ; much, however, yet 
remains to mend. ILvpu VKiri<rov, 

" If you have the Latin version of * Busy, curious, thirsty fly,' 

^ Published for the first time in the Third Edition, voL ii., p. 28$. — 
EcUt(yr. 

^ Although his Letters and his Prayers and Meditations speak of his 
late illness as merelv *' a cold and cough," it would seem by this use of 
the word '' dreadful^ that it had, at some time, taken a more serluus 
character. We have no trace of any illness since that of 1766, which 
could be called dreadful. — Croker. 
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be 80 kind as to transcribe and send it ; but you need not be in 
haste, for I shall be I know not where, for at least five weeks. I 
wrote the following tetrastick on poor Goldsmith: — 

Tbv rafov titropagc t6v *OXtf apoto* Kovirjv 
"Afftftom fiTf trifivrjVf Kiive, woSeotn ttoltu, 

OXoi fUnriXe ^vtric, fikrpiav xaptc> W« TroXaiwv 
KkaiiTt irotjjr^v, Iffropue^v, (ftvoueov* 

*^ Please to make mj most respectful compliments to all the 
ladies, and remember me to young George and his sisters. I 
reckon George begins to show a pair of heels. 

'* Do not be sullen now, but let me find a letter when I come 
back. I am, dear Sir, your affectionate, humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 



TO MR. ROBERT LEVETTi 

''Uewenny, in Denbighshire, Aug. 6, 1774. 
" Dear Sib, 

'* Mr. Thrale^s affairs have kept him here a great while, 
nor do I know exactly when we shall come hence. I have sent 
you. a bill upon Mr. Strahan. 

*' I have made nothing of the Ipecacuanha, but have taken 
abundance of pills, and hope that they have done me good. 

" Wales, so far as I have yet seen of it, is a very beautiful and 
rich country, all enclosed, and planted. Denbigh is not a mean 
town. Make my compliments to all my friends, and tell Frank I 
hope he remembers my advice. When his money is out, let him 
have more. I am. Sir, your humble servant, 

"Sam. Johnson." 



MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh, Aug. 30, 1774. 

"You have given me an inscription for a portrait of Mary 
Queen of Scots, in which you, in a short and striking manner, 
point out her hard fate. But you will be pleased to keep in 
mind, that my picture is a representation of a particular scene in 

1 First ixiserted in the second edition, vol. ii., p. 151. — Editor, 
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her history ; her being forced to resign her crown, while she was 
imprisoned in the castle of Lochlevin. I must, therefore, beg 
that you will be kind enough to give me an inscription suited to 
that particular scene ; or determine which of the two formerly 
transmitted to you is the best ; and at any rate, favour me with 
an English translation. It will be doubly kind if you comply 
with my request speedily. 

'* Your critical notes on the specimen of Lord Hailes*s * Annal? 
of Scotland ' are excellent. I agreed with you on every one of 
them. He himself objected only to the alteration oi free to 
hrave, in the passage where he says that Edward *• departed with 
the glory due to the conqueror of a free people.' He says, to call 
the Scots brave would only add to the glory of their conqueror. 
You will make allowance for the national zeal of our annalist. I 
now send a few more leaves of the Annals, which I hope you will 
peruse, and return with observations, as you did upon the former 
occasion. Lord Hailes writes to me thus : *■ Mr. Boswell will be 
pleased to express the grateful sense which Sir David Dalrymple 
has of Dr. Johnson's attention to his little specimen. The further 
specimen will show that 

' ETen in an Edward he can see desert.' 

'* It gives me much pleasure to hear that a republication oi 
Isaac Walton's Lives is intended. You have been in a mistake 
in thinking that Lord Hailes had it in view. I remember, one 
morning, while he sat with you in my house, he said, that there 
should be a new edition of Walton's Lives ; and you said that 
* they should be benoted a little.' This was all that passed on 
that subject. You must, therefore, inform Dr. Home, that he 
may resume his plan. I enclose a note concerning it ; and if Dr. 
Home will write to me, all the attention that I can give shall be 
cheerfully bestowed upon what I think a pious work, the preser- 
vation and elucidation of Walton, by whose writings I have been 
most pleasingly edified." 

###### 



MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh, Sept. 16, 1774. 
"Wales has probably detained you longer than I supposed. 
You will have become quite a mountaineer, by visiting Scotland 
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one jear and Wales another. You must next go to Switzerland. 
Cambria will complain, if jou do not honour her also with some 
remarks. And I find concewere columna, the booksellers expect 
another book. I am impatient to see your ' Tour to Scotland and 
the Hebrides.' Might jou not send me a copy bj the post as 
soon as it is printed off? *' 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

" London, Oct 1, 1774. 

"DeaeSie, 

" Yesterday I returned from my Welsh journey. I was 
sorry to leave my book suspended so long ; but having an oppor- 
tunity of seeing, with so much convenience, a new part of the 
island, I could not reject it. I have been in five of the six 
counties of !N'orth Wales ; and have seen St. Asaph and Bangor, 
the two seats of their bishops ; have been upon Penmamnaur and 
Snowdon, and passed over into Anglesea. But Wales is so little 
different from England, that it offers nothing to the speculation 
of the traveller. 

" When I came home, I found several of your papers, with 
some pages of Lord Hailes^s Annals, which I will consider. I 
am in haste to give you some account of myself, lest you should 
suspect me of negligence in the pressing business which I find 
recommended to my care, and which I knew nothing of till now, 
when all care is vain.^ 

*' In the distribution of my books I purpose to follow your 
advice, adding such as shall occur to me. I am not pleased with 
your notes of remembrance added to your names, for I hope I 
shall not easily forget them. 

" I have received four Erse books, without any direction, and 
suspect that they are intended for the Oxford library. If that is 
the intention, I think it will be proper to add the metrical 
psalms, and whatever else is printed in Erse, that the present 
may be complete. The donor's name should be told. 

'' I wish you could have read the book before it was printed, 
but our distance does not easily permit it. 

1 I had writte;n to him, to request his interposition in behalf of a con- 
vict, who I thought was very unjustly condemned. 
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'* I am sorry Lord Hailes does not intend to publish Walton ; 
I am afraid it will not be done so well, if it be done at all. 

" I purpose now to drive the book forward. Make my compli- 
ments to Mrs. Bos well, and let me hear often &om jou. I am, &c. 

'Sam. Johnson.** 

This tour 'to Wales, which was made in company with 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, though it no doubt contributed to his 
health and amusement, did not give an occasion to such a 
discursive exercise of his mind as our tour to the Hebrides. 
I do not find that he kept any journal or notes of what he 
saw there. ^ All that I heard him say of it was, that, 
** instead of bleak and barren mountains, there were green 
and fertile ones; and that one of the castles in Wales 
would contain all the castles that he had seen in Scotland." 

Parliament having been dissolved, and his friend Mr. 
Thrale, who was a steady supporter of government, having 
again to encounter the storm of a contested election, he 
wrote a short political pamphlet, entitled " The Patriot," * 
addressed to the electors of Great Britain ; a title which, to 
factious men who consider a patriot only as an opposer of 
government, will appear strangely misapplied. It was 
however, written with enei^etic vivacity ; and, except those 
passages in which it endeavours to vindicate the glaring 
outrage of the House of Commons in the case of the 
Middlesex election, and to justify the attempt to reduce 
our fellow-subjects in America to unconditional submission, 
it contained an admirable display of the properties of a 
real patriot, in the original and genuine sense ; — a sincere, 
steady, rational, and unbiassed friend to the interests and 
prosperity of his king and country. It must be acknow- 
ledged, however, that both in this and his two former 
pamphlets, there was, amidst manjr powerful arguments, 
not only a considerable portion of sophistry, but a con- 
temptuous ridicule of his opponents, which was very 
provoking. 

^ In this Boswell was mistaken. Johnson made notes of this journey, 
much after the fashion of those he made during his visit, 1775, to Paris, 
and which were incorporated by Boswell in tlie Life. The notes written 
during the Welsh tour were discovered and published in the year 1816 
by B. Duppa, Esq., and will be given in vol. v. — Editor, 
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TO MR. PERKINS.* 

V 

"October 25, 1774. 

"Sib, 

" You may do me a very great favour. Mrs. Williams, 
a gentlewoman whom you may have seen at Mr. Thrale's, is a 
petitioner for Mr. Hetherington*s charity ; petitions are this day 
issued at Christ*s hospital. 

" I am a bad manager of business in a crowd ; and if I should 
send a mean man, he may be put away without his errand. I 
must, therefore, entreat that you will go, and ask for a petition for 
Anna Williams, whose paper of inquiries was delivered with 
answers at the counting-house of the hospital on Thursday the 
20th. My servant will attend you thither, and bring the petition 
home when you have it. 

" The petition which they are to give us, is a form which they 
deliver to every petitioner, and which the petitioner is afterwards 
to fill up, and return to them again. This we must have, or we 
cannot proceed according to their directions. You need, I 
believe, only ask for a petition ; if they inquire for whom you ask, 
you can tell them. 

" I beg pardon for giving you this trouble ; but it is a matter 
of great importance. I am. Sir, your most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"London, Oct.. 27, 1774. 
"DbabSib, 

" There has appeared lately in the papers an account of 
the boat overset between Mull and Ulva, in which many pas- 
sengers were lost, and among them Maclean of Col. We, you 

1 Mr. Perkins was for a number of years the worthy superintendent of 
Mr. Thrale's great brewery, and after his death becune one of the pro- 
prietors of it ; and now resides in Mr. Thrale's house in Southwark, which 
was the scene of so many literary meetings, and in which he continues 
the liberal hospitality for which it was eminent. Dr. Johnson esteemed 
him much. He hung up in the counting-house a fine print of the admir- 



Digitized by 



Google 



JET. 65. BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 267 

know, were once drowned ; ^ I hope, therefore, that the storj 19 
either wantonly or erroneously told. Pray satisfy me by the next 
post. 

^' I have printed 240 pages. 1 am able to do nothing much 
worth doing to dear Lord Hailes^s book. I will, however, send 
back the sheets ; and hope, by degrees, to answer all your rea- 
sonable expectations. 

" Mr. Thrale has happily surmounted a very violent and acri- 
monious opposition ; but all joys have their abatement : Mrs. 
Thrale has fallen from her horse, and hurt herself very much» 
The rest of our friends, I believe, are well. My compliments to 
Mrs. Boswell. I am, Sir, your most affectionate servant, 

"Sam. Johnson." 

This letter, which shows his tender concern for an amiable 
young gentleman to whom he had been very much obliged 
in the Hebrides, I have inserted according to its date, 
though before receiving it I had informed him of the melan- 
choly event that the young Laird of Col was unfortunately 
drowned. 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"Not. 26, 1774. 
"DbabSib, 

" Last night I corrected the last page of our * Journey to 
the Hebrides.* The printer has detained it all this time, for I had^ 
before I went into Wales, written all except two sheets. * The 
Patriot' was called for by my political friends on Friday, was 
written on Saturday, and I have heard little of it. So vague are 
conjectures at a distance.^ As soon as I can, I will take care 
that copies be sent to you, for I would wish that they might be 

able mezzotinto of Dr. Johnson, by Doughty ; and when Mrs. Thrale 
asked him, somewhat flippantly, <* Why do you put him up in the count- 
ing-house ? " he answered, '* Because, Madam, I wish to have one wise 
man there." ** Sir," said Johnson, ** I thank you. It is a very hand- 
some compliment, and I beUeve you speak sinoerely*" 

^ In the newspapers. 

' Alluding to a passage in a letter of mine, where, speaking of hiA 
Journey to Uie Hebrides, I say, ** Bat has not The Patriot been an inter* 
ruption, by the time taken to write it, and the time luxuriously spent in 
listening to its applauses ? " 
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giren before thej are bought : but I am airaid that Mr. Strahan 
will send to yon and to the booksellers at the same time. Trade 
is as diligent as courtesy. I have mentioned all that jon recom- 
mended. Pray make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell and the 
jrounglings. The club has, I think, not yet met. Tell me, and 
tell me honestly, what yon think and what others say of our 
travels. ShaU we touch the continent ? ' I am, dear Sir, your 
most humble servant, '* Sam. Johnson.'* 

In his manuscript diary of this year, there is the follow- 
ing entry : — 

" Nov. 27, Advent Sunday. I considered that this day, being 
the beginning of the ecclesiastical year, was a proper time for a 
new course of life. I began to read the Greek Testament regu- 
larly at one hundred and sixty verses every Sunday. This day I 
began the Acts. 

*' In this week I read Virgil's Pastorals. I learned to repeat 
the Pollio and Gallus. I read carelessly the first Georgic.'' 

Such evidences of his unceasing ardour, both for " divine 
and human lore,'' when advanced into his sixty-fifth year, 
and notwithstanding his many disturbances from disease, 
must make us at once honour his spirit, and lament that it 
should be so grievously clogged by his material tegument. 
It is remarkable that he was very fond of the precision 
which calculation produces. Thus we find in one of his 
manuscript diaries, "12 pages in 4to. Gr. Test, and 30 
pages in Beza's folio, comprise the whole in 40 days." 

TO JOHN HOOLE, ESQ.' 

"December 19, 1774. 
"Dear Sib, 

" I have returned your play,' which you will find under- 

^ We had projected a voyage together up the Baltic, and talked of 
visiting some of the more northern regions. 

' John Hoole, who from this time forward will be found much in John- 
son's society, was the son of a watchmaker, born in Dec. 1727. He was 
a clerk in the India House, but devoted his leisure to literature. He 
published translations of Tasso's Jerusalem and Ariosto's Orlando. He 
died in 1803. — Croker. 

* Cleonice. 

It was produced at Covent Garden, in March, 1775, but without sue- 
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scored with red, where there was a word which T did not like,. 
The red will be washed off with a little water. The plot is 
so well framed, the intricacy so artfU, and the disentanglement so> 
easy, the suspense so affecting, and the passionate parts so pro- 
perly interposed, that I have no doubt of its success. I am, Sir, 
your most humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

The first effort of his pen in 1775, was " Proposals for 
publishing the "Works of Mrs. Charlotte Lennox," f ^ in 
three volumes quarto. In his diary, January 2, 1 find thia 
entry : — " Wrote Charlotte's Proposals." But, indeed, the 
internal evidence would have been quite sufficient. Her 
claim to the favour of the public was thus enforced : — 

'* Most of the pieces, as they appeared singly, have been read 
with approbation, perhaps above their merits, but of no great ad- 
vantage to the writer. She hopes, therefore, that she shall not 
be considered as too indulgent to vanity, or too studious of 
interest, if from that labour which has hitherto been chiefly gain- 
fal to others, she endeavours to obtain at last some profits to her- 
self and her children. She cannot decently enforce her claim by 
the praise of her own performances : nor can she suppose that, 
by the most artful and laboured address, any additional notice 
could be procured to a publication, of which her Majesty has con- 
descended to be the patroness." 

He this year also wrote the Preface to Baretti's " Easj 
Lessons in Italian and English." f 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"Jan. 14, 1775. 
"I>BAE Sib, 

" You never did ask for a book by the post till now, and 
I did not think on it. You see now it is done. I sent one to the 
King, and I hear he likes it. 

" I shall send a parcel into Scotland for presents, and intend to 

cess ; in consequence of which Hoole returned to the publisher a part of 
the money he had received for the copyright. — WrigM, 

* This design seems never to have been carried out. — Editor, 
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give to many of my friends. In your catalogue you left out Lord 
Auchinleck. 

** Let me know, as fast as you read it, how you like it ; and let 
me know if any mistake is committed, or anything important left 
out. I wish you could have seen the sheets. My compliments 
to Mrs. Boswell, and to Veronica, and to all my friends. I am. 
Sir, your most himible servant, " Sam. Johnson." 



MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOimSON. 

" Edinburgh, Jan. 19, 1775. 
" Be pleased to accept of my best thanks for your * Journey to 
the Hebrides,* which came to me by last night^s post. I did 
really ask the favour twice ; but you have been even with me by 
granting it so speedily. Bis dat qui cito dat. Though ill of a 
bad cold, you kept me up the greatest part of last night : for I 
did not stop till I had read every word of your book. I looked 
back to our first talking of a visit to the Hebrides, which was 
many years ago, when sitting by ourselves in the Mitre tavern in 
London, I think about mtchitig time o* night; and then exulted 
in contemplating our scheme fulfilled, and a momunentum perenne 
of it erected by your superior abilities. I shall only say, that 
your book has afforded me a high gratification. I shall afterwards 
give you my thoughts on particular passages. Li the mean time, 
I hasten to tell you of your having mistaken two names, which 
you will correct in London, as I shall do here, that the gentlemen 
who deserve the valuable compliments which you have paid them 
may enjoy their honours. In p. 106, for Gordon read Murchison ; 
and in p. 357, for Maclean read Macleod} 

" But I am now to apply to you for immediate aid in my pro- 
fession, which you have never reftised to grant when I requested 
it. I enclose you a petition for Dr. Memis, a physician at Aber- 
deen, in which Sir John Dalrymple has exerted his talents, and 
which I am to answer as counsel for the managers of the royal 
infirmary in that city. Mr. Jopp, the provost, who delivered to 

' These and several other errors which Boswell pointed out, Johnson 
neglected to correct, and they are, therefore, repeated in all editions of 
his work. — Croker^ 
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you your freedom, is one of mj clients, and, as a citizen of Aher^ 
deen, you will support him. 

" The fact is shortly this. In a translation of the charter of 
the infirmary from Latin into English, made under the authority 
of the managers, the same phrase in the original is in one place 
rendered physician^ but when applied to Dr. Memis is rendered 
doctor of medicine. Dr. Memis complained of this before the 
translation was printed, but was not indulged with haying it 
altered ; and he has brought an action for damages, on account 
of a supposed injury, as if the designation given to him was an 
inferior one, tending to make it be supposed he is not a physician, 
and consequently to hurt his practice. My father has dismissed 
the action as groundless, and now he has appealed to the whole 
court." 1 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"Jaiu 21,1775. 

** Dear Sib, 

" I long to hear how you like the book ; it is, I think, 
much liked here. But Macpherson is yery furious ; can you give 
me any more intelligence about him, or his Fingal ? Do what 
you can, and do it quickly. Is Lord Hailes on our side ? Pray 
let me know what I owed you when I left you, that I may send 
it to you. 

"I am going to write about the Americans.^ If you have 
picked up any hints among your lawyers, who are great masters 
of the law of nations, or if your own mind suggests anything, let 
me know. But mum, it is a secret. 

. '* I will send your parcel of books as soon as I can ; but I 
cannot do as I wish. However, you find every thing mentioned 
in the book, which you recommended. 

" Langton is here ; we are all that ever we were. He is a 
worthy fellow, without malice, though not without resentment. 

* In the court of session of Scotland an action is first tried by one of 
the judges, who is called the Lord Ordinary ; and if either party is dis- 
satisfied, he may appeal to the whole court, consisting of fifteen, the Lord 
President and fourteen other judges, who have both in and out of court 
the title of Lords from the name of their estates 3 as, Lord Auchinleck, 
Lord Monboddo, &c. 

* The pamphlet of Taxation no Tyranny. — Oroker. 
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Poor Beanclerk is so ill that lus life is thon^ht to be in danger. 
Ladj Di nurses him with yery great assidnitj. Re^molds has 
taken too mnch to strong liqnor,^ and seems to delight in his new- 
character. 

'* This is all the news that I have ; bnt as jon lore rerses, I 
will send yoa a few which I made npon Inchkenneth ; ^ bnt re- 
member the condition — ^jon shall not show them, except to Lord 
Hailes, whom I love better than any man whom I know so little. 
If he asks jon to transcribe them for him, jon maj do it, but I 
think he mnst promise not to let them be copied again, nor to 
show them as mine. 

'' I have at last sent back Lord Hailes^s sheets. I never think 
about returning them, because I alter nothing. You will see that 
I might as well have kept them. However, I am ashamed of my 
delay ; and if I have the honour of receiving any more, promise 
punctually to return them by the next post. Make my compli- 
ments to dear Mrs. Boswell, and to Miss Veronica. I am, dear 
Sir, yours most faithfully, " Sam. Johnsoh.*' 



r»»» 



* It should be recollected that this fanciful description of his friend 
was given by Johnson after he himself had become a water-drinker. 

^ See them in Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3rd ed., p. 337. 

' He now sent roe a Latin inscription for my historical picture, Mary 
Qaeen of Scots, and afterwards favoured me with an English translation. 
Mr. Alderman Boydell, that eminent patron of the arts, has subjoined 
them to the engraving [by Legat] from my picture : — 

" Maria Scotomm Regina, 

Hominum seditiosorum 

Contumeliis lassata 

Minis territa, clamoribus victa, 

Idbello, per quem 

Regno cedit, 

Lacrimans trepidansqne 

Komen apponit." 

* Mary, Queen of Scots, 

Harassed, terrified, and overpowered 

By the insults, menaces, 

And clamours 
Of her rebellious subjects 

Sets her hand. 

With tears and confusion, 

To a resignation of the kingdom.'* 



Digitized by 



Google 



MT. 66. BOSWELL'S life 07 JOHNSON. 273 



MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

« Edinburgh, Jan. 27, 1775. 

" You rate our lawyers here too high, when you call them 
great masters of the law of nations. 

"As for myself, I am ashamed to say I have read little and 
thought little on the subject of America. I will be much obliged 
to you, if you will direct me where I shall find the best information 
of what is to be said on both sides. It is a subject vast in its 
present extent and future consequences. The imperfect hints 
which now float in my mind tend rather to the formation of an 
opinion that our gOTemment has been precipitant and severe in 
the resolutions taken against the Bostonians. Well do you know 
thift I have no kindness for that tace. But nations, or bodies of 
men, should, as well as individuals, have a fair trial, and not be 
condemned on character alone. Have we not express contracts 
with our colonies, which afford a more certain foundation of 
judgment, than general political speculations on the mutual rights 
of states and their provinces or colonies ? Pray let me know 
immediately what to read, and I shall diligently endeavour to 
gather for you any thing that I can find. Is Burke^s speech on 
American taxation published by himself? Is it authentic? I 
remember to have heard you say, that you had never considered 
East Indian affairs ; though, surely, they are of much importance 
to Great Britain. Under the recollection of this, I shelter myself 
from the reproach of ignorance about the Americans. If you 
write upon the subject, I shall certainly understand it. But, 
since you seem to expect that I should know something of it, 
without your instruction, and that my own mind should suggest 
something, I trust you wlQ put me in the way. 

^ What does Becket mean by the OriginaU of Fingal and other 
poems of Ossian, which he advertises to have lain in his shop " ? 
• •***# 



TI. 
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TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

**Jan.28, 1775. 
"Dear Sib, 

" You sent me a case to consider, in whicli I have no 
facts but what are against us, nor any principles on which to 
reason. It is vain to try to write thus without materials. The 
fact seems to be against jou ; at least I cannot know or say any- 
thing to the contrary. I am glad that you like the book so well. 
I hear no more of Macpherson. I shall long to know what Lord 
Hailes says of it. Lend it him privately. I shall send the 
parcel as soon as I can. Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell. 
I am, Sir, &c., '* Sam. Johnson/* 



MR. BOSWEI.L TO DR. JOHNSON. 

« Edinburgh, Feb. 2, 1775. 

** As to Macpherson, I am anxious to have from yourself a ^U 
dud pointed account of what has passed between you and him. 
It is confidently told here, that before your book came out he 
sent to you, to let you know that he understood you meant to 
deny the authenticity of Ossian*s poems ; that the originals were 
in his possession ; that you might have inspection of them, and 
might take the evidence of people skilled in the Erse language ; 
and that he hoped, after this fair offer, you would not be so un- 
candid as to assert that he had refused reasonable proof. That 
you paid no regard to his message, but published your strong 
attack upon him; and then he wrote a letter to you, in such 
terms as he thought suited to one who had not acted as a man 
of veracity. You may believe it gives me pain to hear your 
conduct represented as unfavourable, while I can only deny what 
is said, on the ground that your character reftites it, without 
having any information to oppose. Let me, I beg of you, be 
furnished with a sufficient answer to any calumny upon this 
occasion. 

" Lord Hailes writes to me (for we correspond more than we 
talk together), ' As to Fingal, I see a controversy arising, and 
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purpose to keep out of its way. There is no doubt that I might 
mention some circumstances; but I do not choose to commit 
them to paper.' * What his opinion is I do not know. He says, 
* 1 am singularly obliged to Dr. Johnson for his accurate and use- 
ful criticisms. Had he giyen some strictures on the general plan 
of the work, it would have added much to his favours.* He is 
charmed with your verses on Inchkenneth, says they are very 
elegant, but bids me tell you, he doubts whether — 

' Legltimas faciunt pectora pura preces ' 

be according to the rubric, but that is your concern ; for, you 
know, he is a Presbyterian." 



rO DR. LAWRENCE." 

"Feb. 7, 1775. 
" Sib, 

'* One of the Scotch physicians is now prosecuting a cor- 
poration that in some public instrument have styled him doctor 
of medicine instead of physician, Boswell desires, being advocate 
for the corporation, to know whether doctor of medicine is not a 
legitimate title, and whether it may be considered as a disadvan- 
tageous distinction. I am to write to-night ; be pleased to tell 
me* I am, Sir, your most, &c., '* Sam. Johnson.** 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ, 

"Feb. 7, 1775. 
" Mt deab Boswell, 

" I am surprised that, knowing as you do the disposition of 
your countrymen to teU lies in favour of each other,' you can be 

^ His lordship, notmthstanding his resolution, did commit his senti- 
ments to paper, and in one of his notes to his O)llection of Old Scottish 
Poetry, says, '^ to doubt the authenticity of those poems is a refinement 
in scepticism indeed." — J, Boswell, Jun, 

^ The learned and worthy Dr, Lawrence, whom Dr. Johnson respected 
and loved, as his physician and friend. 

' My friend has, in this letter, relied upon my testimony, with a con- 
fidence, of which the ground has escaped my recollection. 
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at all affected by any reports that circulate among them. Mac- 
pherson nerer in his life offered me a sight of any original, or of 
any evidence of any kind ; bat thought only of intimidating me 
by noise and threats, till my last answer — that I would not be 
deterred from detecting what I thought a cheat, by the menaces 
of a ruffian — ^put an end to our correspondence. 

^ The state of the question is this. He, and Dr. Blair, whoia 
I consider as deceived, say, that he copied the poem from old 
manuscripts. His copies, if he had them, and I believe him to> 
have none, are nothing. Where are the manuscripts ? They can 
be shown if they exist, but they were never shown. De nott 
existerdihus et nan apparentibus, says our law, eadem est ratio. 
No man has a claim to credit upon his own word, when better 
evidence, if he had it, may be easily produced. But so &r as we 
can find, the Erse language was never written till very lately for 
the purposes of religion. A nation that cannot write, or a lan- 
guage that was never written, has no manuscripts. 

" But whatever he has he never offered to show. If old 
manuscripts should now be mentioned, I should, unless there 
were more evidence that can be easily had, suppose them another 
proof of Scotch conspiracy in national falsehood. 

'* Do not censure the expression ; you know it to be true. 

'* Dr. Memis's question is so narrow as to allow no speculatioii ;. 
and I have no facts before me but those which his advocate has- 
produced against you. I consulted this morning the President 
of the London College of Physicians, who says, that with us,. 
doctor of physic (we do not say doctor of medicine) is the highest- 
title that a practiser of physic can have ; that doctor implies not 
only physician, but teacher of physic ; that every doctor is legsJlj 
a physician ; but no man, not a doctor, can practise physic but 
by licence particularly granted. The doctorate is a licence of 
itself. It seems to us a very slender cause of prosecution. 
****** 

" I am now engaged, but in a little time I hope to do all yoi» 
would have. My compliments to Madam and Veronica. I am^ 
Sir, your most humble servant, ** Sam. Johhson.** 

What words were used by Mr. Macpherson in liia letter 
to the venerable sage, I liave never heard ; but they are- 
generally said to have been of a nature very different from 
the language of literary contest. Dr. Johnson's answer 
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Appeared in the newspapers of tlie day, and has sinoe oeen 
freqiientlj republished ; but not with perfect accuracy. I 
^ve it as dictated to me by himself, written down in his 
presence, and authenticated hj a note in his own hand- 
writing, " This, I think, is a true cojpy** ^ 



TO MR. MACPHERSON. 

'* Mb. James Macphebson, 

"I received your foolifih and impudent letter. Any 
Tiolence offered me I shall do my best to repel ; ^ and what I 
cannot do for myself, the law shall do for me. I hope I never 
«hall be deterred from detecting what I think a cheat, by the 
menaces of a ruffian. 

" What would you have me retract ? I thought your book 
An imposture ; I think it an imposture still. For this opinion I 
have given my reasons to the pubUc, which I here dare you to 
refute. Your rage I defy. Your abilities, since your Homer,' 
Are not so formidable ; and what I hear of your morals inclines 
me to pay regard, not to what you shall say, but to what you 
shall prove. You may print this if you will. 

'* Sam. Johnsoh.** 

Mr. Macpherson little knew the character of Dr. Johnson, 
if he supposed that he could be easily intimidated ; for no 
man was ever more remarkable for personal courage. He 

^ I have deposited it in the British Museum. 

A careful search has been made in the Museum for this letter, but 
without success ; and of all the MSS. which Boswell says he had de- 
j»osited there, only the copy of the letter to Lord Chesterfield has been 
found, and that was not deposited by him, but after his death, *' pursuant 
to the intentions of the late James Boswell, Esq." — P, Cunnmaham. 

^ The threats alluded to in this letter were never attempted to be put 
in execution. But Johnson, as a provision for defence, furnished himself 
with a large oaken plant, six feet in height, of the diameter of an inch 
at the lower end, increasing to three inches at the top, and terminating 
in a head (once the root) of the size of a large orange. This he kept in 
his bed-cbamber,so near his chair as to be within his reach. Anderson's 
Xife of Johnson, p. \bl,— Editor, 

' The Iliad of Homer, translated by James Macpherson, Esq., 28 vols. 
4to., Lond., 1773. 
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bad, indeed, an awful dread of death, or rather, " of some- 
thing after death : " and what rational man, who seriously 
thinks of quitting all that he has ever known, and going 
into a new and unknown state of being, can be without 
that dread ? But his fear was from reflection ; his courage 
natural. His fear, in that one instance, was the result of 
philosophical and religious consideration. He feared deaths 
but he feared nothing else, not even what might occasion 
death. 

Many instances of his resolution may be mentioned. One 
day, at Mr. Beauclerk's house in the country, when two 
large dogs were fighting, he went up to them, and beat 
them till they separated ; and at another time, when told 
of the danger there was that a gun might burst if charged 
with many balls, he put in six or seven, and fired it off 
against a wall. Mr. Langton told me, that when they 
were swimming together near Oxford, he cautioned Dr. 
Johnson against a pool, which was reckoned particularly 
dangerous; upon which Johnson directly swam into it. 
He told me himself that one night he was attacked in the 
street by four men, to whom he would not yield, but kept 
them all at bay, till the watch came up, and carried both 
him and them to the round-house. In the playhouse at 
Lichfield, as Mr. Garrick informed me, Johnson having 
for a moment quitted a chair which was placed for him 
between the side scenes, a gentleman took possession of it, 
and, when Johnson on his return civilly demanded his seat,, 
rudely refused to give it up; upon which Johnson laid 
hold of it, and tossed him and the chair into the pit. 
Foote, who so successfully revived the old comedy, by ex- 
hibiting living characters, had resolved to imitate Johnson 
on the stage, expecting great profits from his ridicule of so 
celebrated a man. Johnson being informed of his inten- 
tion, and being at dinner at Mr. Thomas Davies*s, the 
bookseller, from whom I had the story, he asked Mr. 
Davies, '• what was the common price of an oak stick ? ** 
and being answered sixpence, " Why then. Sir," said he,, 
"give me leave to send your servant to purchase me a 
shilling one. Til have a double quantity ; for I am told 
Foote means to take me off, as he calls it, and I am deter- 
mined the fellow shall not do it with impunity." Davies 



Digitized by 



Google 



MT. 66. BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 279 

took care to acqaaint Foote of this, which effectually 
checked the wantonness of the mimic. Mr. Macpherson's 
menaces made Johnson provide himself with the same 
implement of defence : and had he been attacked, I have 
no doubt that, old as he was, he woxdd have made his 
corporal prowess be felt as much as his intellectual. 

His " Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland " * is 
a most valuable performance. It aboimds in extensive 
philosophical views of society, and in ingenious sentiment 
and lively description. A considerable part of it, indeed, 
consists of speculations, which, many years before he saw 
the wild r^ons which we visited together, probably had 
employed his attention, though the actual sight of those 
scenes nndonbtedly quickened and augmented them. Mr. 
Orme,^ the very able historian, agreed with me in this 
opinion, which he thus strongly expressed: "There are 
in that book thoughts, which, by long revolution in the 
great mind of Johnson, have been formed and polished 
like pebbles rolled in the ocean ! " 

That he was to some degree of excess a true horn English^ 
man, so as to have entertained an undue prejudice against 
both the country and the people of Scotland, must be 
allowed. But it was a prejudice of the head, and not of 
the heart. He had no ill-will to the Scotch ; for, if he had 
been conscious of that, he never would have thrown him- 
self into the bosom of their country, and trusted to the 
protection of its remote inhabitants with a fearless con- 
fidence. His remark upon the nakedness of the country, 
from its being denuded of trees, was made after having 
travelled two hundred miles along the eastern coast, where 
certainly trees are not to be found near the road ; and he 
said it was " a map of the road " which he gave. His dis- 

* ** Orme, inferior to no English historian in style and power of paint- 
ing, is minnte eren to tediousness. In one volume he allots, on an 
average, a closely printed quarto page to the events of every forty-eight 
hours. The consequence is, that his narrative, though one of the most 
authentic and one of the most finely written in our language, has never 
been very popular, and is now scarcely ever read.'' — Maaiulai/, in his 
Essay on Olive. 

Robert Orme was bom at Ai\jengo, in the Travancore country, in 
1728, and died at Ealing, Jan. 14th, 1801, in his seventy-thurd year. — 
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belief of the authenticitj of the poems ascribed to Ossian, 
a Highland bard, was Confirmed in the course of his 
journey, bj a yerj strict examination of the evidence 
offered for it ; and although their authentidt j was made 
too much a national point hj the Scotch, there were manj 
respectable persons in that country, who did not concur in 
this : so that his judgment upon the question ought not to 
be decried, even by those who differ from him. As to my- 
self, I can only say, upon a subject now become yery 
uninteresting, that when the fragments of Highland poetiy 
first came out, I was much pleased with their wild x)ecu- 
liarity, and was one of those who subscribed to enable 
their editor, Mr. Macpherson, then a young man, to make 
a search in the Highlands and Hebrides for a long poem 
in the Erse language, which was reported to be preserved 
somewhere in those regions. But when there came forth 
an Epic poem in six books, with all the common circum- 
stances of former compositions of that nature ; and when, 
upon an attentive examination of it, there was found a 
perpetual recurrence of the same images which appear in 
the fragments ; and when no ancient nmnuscript, to authen- 
ticate the work, was deposited in any public library, though 
that was insisted on as a reasonable proof ; who could for- 
bear to doubt ? 

Johnson's grateful acknowledgments of loudness received 
in the course of this tour completely, refute the brutal 
reflections which have been thrown out against him, as if 
he had made an ungrateful return ; and his delicacy in 
sparing in his book those who we find, from his lett^ to 
Mrs. Thrale, were just objects of censure, is much to be 
admired. His candour and amiable disposition is con- 
spicuous from his conduct, when informed by Mr. Macleod, 
of Easay, that he had committed a mistake, which gave 
that gentleman some uneasiness. He wrote him a courteous 
and kind letter, and inserted in the newspapers an adver- 
tisement, correcting the mistake.^ 

The observations of my friend Mr. Dempster in a letter 
written to me soon after he had read Dr. Johnson's book, 
are so just and liberal that they cannot be too often 
i^epeated : — 

^ See Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, 3rd ed., p. 431. 
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*' There is nothing in the book, from beginning to end, that a 
Scotchman need to take amiss. What he says of the country is 
true; and his observations on the people are what must naturally 
occur to a sensible, obsenring, and reflecting inhabitant of a 
conyenient metropolis, where a man on thirty pounds a year may 
be better accommodated with all the little wants of life, than 
Col or Sir Allan. 

*'I am charmed with his researches concerning the Erse 
language, and the antiquity of their manuscripts. I am quite 
convinced ; and I shall raxik Ossiah and his Fingals and Oscars, 
amongst the nursery tales, not the true history of our country, in 
all time to come. 

'^ Upon the whole the book cannot displease, for it has no 
pretensions. The author neither says he is a geographer, nor an 
antiquarian, nor very learned in the history of Scotland, nor a 
naturalist, nor a fossilist. The manners of the people, and the 
face of the country, are all he attempts to describe, or seems to 
have thought of. Much were it to be wished, that they who 
have travelled into more remote, and of course more curious 
regions, had all possessed his good sense. Of the state of learn- 
ing his observations on Glasgow University show he has formed a 
very sound judgment. He understands our climate too; and he 
has accurately observed the changes, however slow and imper- 
ceptible to us, which Scotland has undergone, in consequence of 
the blessings of liberty and internal peace.** ^ 

Mr. Ejiox,^ another native of Scotland, who has since 
made the same tour, and published an account of it, is 
equally liberal. 

"I have read," says he, "his book again and again, travelled 
with him from Berwick to Glenelg, through counties with which 
I am well acquainted ; sailed with him from Glenelg to Rasay, 
Sky, Rum, Coll, Mull, and Icolmkill, but have not been able to 

* The whole letter, from which these are extracts, is given in the Tour 
to the Hebrides. — Editor, 

^ Mr. John Knox was, for many years, a bookseller of some eminence 
in the Strand. Besides the Tour to the Hebrides [A Tour through the 
Highlands of Scotland and the Hebride Isles in 1786. Lond., 1787], be 
published a View of the British Empire, and several works having for 
their object the improvement of the Scottish Fisheries. He died at 
IMkeith.— Wright. 
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correct him in any matter of consequence. I have often admired 
the accuracy, the precision, and the justness of what he advances, 
respecting both the country and the people. — The Doctor has 
everywhere delivered his sentiments with freedom, and in many 
instances with a seeming regard for the benefit of the inhabitants, 
and the ornament of the country. His remarks on the want of 
trees and hedges for shade, as well as for shelter to the cattle, 
are well foimded, and merit the thanks, not the illiberal censure, 
of the natives. He also felt for the distresses of the Highlanders, 
and explodes with great propriety the bad management of the 
grounds, and the neglect of timber in the Hebrides." 

Having quoted Johnson's just compliments on the Easay 
family, he says, — 

" On the other hand, I found this fanuly equally lavish in their 
encomiums upon the Doctor*s conversation, and his subsequent 
civilities to a young gentleman of that country, who, upon wait- 
ing upon him at London, was well received, and experienced all 
the attention and regard that a warm friend could bestow. 
Mr. Macleod having also been in London, waited upon the 
Doctor, who provided a magnificent and expensive entertain- 
ment in honour of his old Hebridean acquaintance.'* 

And, talking of the military road by Fort Augustus, he 



" By this road, though one of the most rugged in Great 
Britain, the celebrated Dr. Johnson passed from Inverness to 
the Hebride Isles. His observations on the country and people 
are extremely correct, judicious, and instructive." — ^p. 103. 

Mr. Tytler, tlie acute and able vindicator of Mary- 
Queen of Scots, in one of his letters to Mr. James Elphin- 
stone, published in that gentleman's " Forty Years* Corre- 
spondence," says, — 

" I read Dr. Johnson's * Tour ' with very great pleasure. 
Some few errors he has fallen into, but of no great importance, 
and those are lost in the numberless beauties of his work. 

" If I had leisure, I could perhaps point out the most ex- 
ceptionable places ; but at present I am in the coimtry, and have 
not his book at hand. It is plain he meant to speak well of 
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Scotland ; and he has in my apprehension done ns great honour 
in the most capital article, the character of the inhabitants." 

His private letters to Mrs. Thrale, written during the 
course of his journey, which therefore may be supposed to 
convey his genuine feelings at the time, abound in such 
benignant sentiment towards the people who showed him 
civilities, that no man whose temper is not very harsh and 
sour can retain a doubt of the goodness of his heart. 

It is painful to recollect with what rancour he was 
assailed by numbers of shallow irritable North Britons, on 
account of his supposed injurious treatment of their 
country and countrymen, in his " Journey." Had there 
been any just groimd for such a charge, would the virtuous 
and candid Dempster have given hife opinion of the book, 
in the terms which I have quoted ? Would the patriotie 
Xnox ^ have spoken of it as he has done ? Would Mr. Ty tier 
surely 

" a Scot, if ever Scot there were," 

have expressed himself thus? And let me add, that^ 
citizen of the world as I hold myself to be, I have that 
degree of predilection for my naiale solum, Ji&j, I have that 
just sense of the merit of an ancient nation, which has 
been ever renowned for its valour, which in former times 
maintained its independence against a powerful neighbour^ 
and in modem times has been equally distinguished for its 
ingenuity and industry in civilised life, that I should have 
felt a generous indignation at any injustice done to it. 
Johnson treated Scotland no worse than he did even his 
best friends, whose characters he used to give as they 
appeared to him, both in light and shade. Some people, 
who had not exercised their minds sufficiently, condemned 
him for censuring his friends. But Sir Joshua Beynolds, 
whose philosophical penetration and justness of thinking 
were not less known to those who lived with him, than his 
genius in his art admired by the world, explained his con* 
duct thus : — 

^ I observed with much regret, while the first edition of this work is 
passing through the press (August, 1790), that this ingenious gentleman 
was dead. 
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** He was fond of discrimination, which he could not show 
without pointing out the bad as well as the good in evetj 
character; and as his friends were those whose characters he 
knew best, thej afforded him the best opportunitj for showing 
the acuteness of his judgment." 

He expressed to his friend Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, 
his wonder at the extreme jealousy of the Scotch, and 
their resentment at having their country described by him 
as it really was; when to say that it was a country as 
good as England would have been a gross falsehood. 
** None of us," said he, " would be offended if a foreigner 
who has travelled here should say, that vines and olives 
don't grow in England." And as to his prejudice against 
the Scotch, which I always ascribed to that nationality 
which he observed in them, he said to the same gentleman, 
^* When I find a Scotchman to whom an Englishman is as 
a Scotchman, that Scotchman shall be as an Englishman 
to me." His intimacy with many gentlemen of Scotland, 
and his employing so many natives of that coimtry as his 
amanuenses, proves that his prejudice was not virulent ; 
and I have deposited in the British Museum, amongst 
other pieces of his writing, the following note in answer to 
one from me, asking if he wotdd meet me at dinner at the 
Mitre, though a friend of mine, a Scotchman, was to be 
there : — 

*' Mr. Johnson does not see why Mr. Boswell should suppose 
41 Scotchman less acceptable than any other man. He will be 
at the Mitre.'* 

My much-valued friend Br. Barnard, now Bishop of 
EiUaloe, having once expressed to him an apprehension, 
that if he should visit Ireland he might treat tibe people of 
that country more unfavourably than he had done the 
Scotch, he answered, with strong pointed double-edged wit, 
** Sir, you have no reason to be afraid of me. The Irish 
are not in a conspiracy to cheat the world by false repre- 
sentations of the merits of their countrymen. No, Sir: 
the Irish are a fair people ; — ^they never speak well of one 
another." ^ 

^ " Have you observed the difference between your own country im- 
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Johtison told me of an instance of Scottish nationality^ 
which made a very nnf avourable impression upon his mind» 
A Scotchman of some consideration in London soHcited 
him to recommend bj the weight of his learned authority^ 
to be master of an English school, a person of whom he 
who recommended him confessed he knew no more but 
that he was his countryman. Johnson was shocked at this 
unconscientious conduct. 

All the miserable cavillings against his '' Journey/' in. 
newspapers, magazines, and other fugitive publications, I 
can speak from certain knowledge, only furnished him 
with sport. At last there came out a scurrilous volume,^ 
larger than Johnson's own, filled with malignant abuse^ 
under a name, real or fictitious, of some low man in an 
obscure comer of Scotland, though supposed to be the 
work of another Scotchman, who has found means to 
make himself well known both in Scotland and England. 
The effect which it had upon Johnson was, to produce thia 
pleasant observation to Mr. Seward, to whom he lent the 
book: "This fellow must be a blockhead. They don't 
know how to go about their abuse. Who will read a five 
shilling book against me ? No, Sir, if they had wit, they 
should have kept pelting me with pamphlets." 



MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

" Edinburgh, Feb. 18, 1775, 

" You would have been very well pleased if you had dined 
with me to-day. I had for my guests, Macquharrie, young 

podeDoe and Scotch impudence ? " The answer being in the negative ;. 
*< Then I will tell yon,'* said Johnson : ** the impudence of an Imhman 
is the impudence of a fly that buzzes about you, and jou put it away, 
but it returns again, and still flutters and teases. The impudence of a. 
Scotchman is the impudence of a leech, that fixes and sucks your blood.*^ 
Murphy's Essay on the Life and Genius of Dr. Johnson, p. 105. — Editor^ 
' ^ Kesnarks on Dr. Samuel Johnson's Journey to the Hebrides. By 
the Rev. Donald McNicol, A.M. , Minister of Lismore in Argjieshire. 
Lond., 1779. Boswell, it is evident, imagined this book to be pseudonym 
mous. But whatever share Macpherson— the other Scotchman pointed 
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Maclean of Col, the successor of our friend, a very amiable man, 
though not marked with such active qualities as his brother ; 
Mr. Maclean of Torloisk in Mull, a gentleman of Sir Allan's 
family ; and two of the clan Grant ; so that the Highland and 
Hebridean genius reigned. We had a great deal of conyersation 
about jou, and drank jour health in a bumper. The toast was 
not proposed bj me, which is a circumstance to be remarked, 
for I am now so connected with you, that any thing that I can 
4iay or do to your honour has not the value of an additional com- 
pliment. It is only giving you a guinea out of that treasure of 
admiration which already belongs to you, and which is no hidden 
treasure ; for I suppose my admiration of you is co-existent with 
the knowledge of my character. 

'^ I find that the Highlanders and Hebrideans in general ar^ 
much fonder of your ' Journey,' than the low-country or hither 
^Scots. One of the Grants said t(Hlay, that he was sure you were 
a man of a good heart, and a candid man, and seemed to hope 
he should be able to convince you of the antiquity of a good 
proportion of the poems of Ossian. After all that has passed, I 
think the matter is capable of being proved to a certain degree. 
I am told that Macpherson got one old Erse MS. from Clanranald, 
for the restitution of which he executed a formal obligation ; and 
it is affirmed, that the Gaelic (call it Erse or call it Irish) has been 
written in the Highlands and Hebrides for many centiu*ies. It 
is reasonable to suppose, that such of the inhabitants as acquired 
any learning possessed the art of writing as well as their Irish 
neighbours and Celtic cousins ; and the question is, can sufficient 
•evidence be shown of this ? 

'* Those who are skilled in ancient writings can determine the 
age of MSS., or at least can ascertain the century in which they 
were written ; and if men of veracity, who are so skilled, shall 
tell us that MSS. in the possession of families in the Highlands 
and isles are the works of a remote age, I think we should be 
•convinced by their testimony. 

" There is now come to this city, Ranald Macdonald from the 
Isle of Egg, who has several MSS. of Erse poetry, which he 

at — may have had in its composition, there was beyond a doubt a 
minister of Lismore, Donald Mc!Niool, A.M., presented by John Duke 
of Argyll, aqd who died March 28, 1802, in his sixty-seventh year, 
•" noted for his learning and for being an excellent Gaelic poet." See 
Scott's Fasti Eccl. Scott, p. v., p. Ib.—Editor. 
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wishes to publish hy subscription. I have engaged to take three 
copies of the book, the price of which is to be six shillings, as I 
would subscribe for all the Erse that can be printed, be it old or 
new, that the language may be preserved. This man says, that 
«ome of his manuscripts are ancient ; and, to be sure, one of 
them which was shown to me does appear to have the duskiness 

of antiquity The inquiry is not yet quite hopeless, and 

I should think that the exact truth may be discovered, if proper 
means be used. I am, &c., ^' Jambs Bosweix." 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

•'Feb. 25, 1775. 

«'Deab Sib, 

" I am sorry that I could get no books for my friends in 
Scotland. Mr. Strahan has at last promised to send two dozen 
to you. If they come, put the names of my friends into them ; 
you may cut them out,^ and paste them with a little starch in the 
book. 

" You then are going wild about Ossian. Why do you think 
any part can be proved f The dusky manuscript of Egg is pro- 
bably not fifty years old : if it be an hundred, it proves nothing. 
The tale of Glanranald is no proof. Has Qanranald told it ? 
Can he prove it ? There are, I believe, no Erse manuscripts. 
None of the old families had a single letter in Erse that we 
heard of. You say it is likely that they could write. The 
learned, if any learned there were, could ; but knowing by that 
learning some written language, in that language they wrote, as 
letters had never been applied to their own. If there are manu- 
scripts, let them be shown, with some proof that they are not 
forged for the occasion. You say many can remember parts 
of Ossian. I believe all those parts are versions of the English ; 
at least there is no proof of their antiquity. 

'^Macpherson is said to have made some translations himself; 
and having taught a boy to write it, ordered him to say that he 
had learnt it of his grandmother. The boy, when he grew up, 
told the story. This Mrs. Williams heard at Mr. Strahan's 

^ Trom a list in his handwriting. 
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table. Don t be credulous ; you know how little a Highlander 
can be trusted. Macpherson is, so far as I know, very quiets. 
Is not that proof enough ? Every thing is against him. No 
visible manuscript : no inscription in the language : no corre* 
spondeuce among friends : no transaction of business, of which a 
single scrap remains in the ancient families. Macpherson's 
pretence is that the character was Saxon. If. he had not talked 
unskilfxilly of manuscripts, he might have fonght with oral tradi- 
tion much longer. As to Mr. Grant's information, I suppose he 
knows much less of the matter than ourselves. 

'* In the mean time, the bookseller says that the sale ^ is suffi- 
ciently quick. They printed four thousand. CoiTect your copy 
wherever it is wrong, and bring it up. Your friends will all be 
glad to see you, I think of going myself into the country 
about May. I am sorry that I have not managed to send the 
book sooner. I have left four for you, and do not restrict you 
absolutely to follow my directions in the distribution. You must 
use your own discretion. 

" Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell : I suppose she is 
now beginning to forgive me. I am, dear Sir, your humble 
servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

On Tuesday, 21st March, I arrived in London ; and on 
repairing to Dr. Johnson's before dinner, found him in his 
study, sitting with Mr. Peter Garrick, the elder brother of 
David, strongly resembling him in countenance and voice, 
but of more sedate and placid manners. Johnson in* 
formed me, that though Mr. Beauclerk was in great pain» 
it was hoped he was not in danger, and that he now wished 
to consult Dr. Heberden, to try the effect of a " new tmder-^ 
standing*^ Both at this interview, and in the evening at 
Mr. Thrale's, where he and Mr. Peter Garrick and I met 
again, he was vehement on the subject of the Ossian con- 
troversy ; observing, " We do not know that there are any 
ancient Erse manuscripts ; and we have no other reason to 
disbelieve that there are men with three heads, but that we 
do not know that there are any such men.'' He also was 

* Of his Journey. 

Hannah More says (Life, i. , S9) that Cadell told her that be had sold 
4,000 the first week. This would have been enormous, and seems a 
mistake for the number jpm^A^.— CroArer. 
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outrageous upon liis supposition that my countrymen 
" loved Scotland better than truth," saying, " All of them, 
— ^nay not all, — but droves of them, would come up, and 
attest any thing for the honour of Scotland." He also 
persevered in his wild allegation, that he questioned if 
there was a tree between Edinburgh and the English 
border older than himself. I assured him he was mis- 
taken, and su^ested that the proper punishment would 
be that he should receive a stripe at every tree above a 
hundred years old, that was found within that space. He 
laughed, and said, " I believe I might submit to it for a 
6ai*6ee." 

The doubts which, in my correspondence with him, I 
had ventured to state as to the justice and wisdom of the 
conduct of Great Britain towards the American colonies, 
while I at the same time requested that he would enable 
me to inform myself upon that momentous subject, he 
had altogether disregarded ; and had recently published a 
pamphlet, entitled " Taxation no Tyranny ; an Answer to 
the Resolutions and Address of the American Congress." * ^ 

He had long before indulged most unfavourable senti- 
ments of our fellow-subjects in America. For as early as 
1769, 1 was told by Dr. John Campbell, that he had said 
of them, " Sir, they are a race of convicts, and ought to be 
thankful for any tiling we fallow them short of hanging." 

Of this performance I avoided to talk with him ; for I 
had now formed a clear and settled opinion, that the people 
of America were well warranted to resist a claim that their 
fellow-subjects in the mother country should have the 
entire command of their fortunes, by taxing them without 
their own consent ; and the extreme violence which it 
breathed appeared to me so unsuitable to the mildness of 
a Christian philosopher, and so directly opposite to the 
principles of peace which he had so beautifully recom- 
mended in his pamphlet respecting Falkland's Islands, that 
I was sorry to see him appear in so unfavourable a light. 
Besides, I could not perceive in it that ability of argu- 
ment, or that felicity of expression, for which he was, upon 
other occasions, so eminent. Positive assertion, sarcastical 

^ Fablished March 7, 1775, by T. Cadell in the Strand.-- ^>t^A/. 
II. XT 
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seyeritj, and extravagant ridicule, wliich he himself repro- 
bated as a test of truth, were united in this rhapsody. 

That this pamphlet was written at the desire of those 
who were then in power, I have no doubt, and indeed, he 
owned to me, that it had been revised and curtailed bj 
some of them. He told me that they had struck out one 
passage, which was to this effect : 

^' That the colonists could with no solidity argue from their 
not having been taxed while in their infancy, that they should 
not now be taxed. We do not put a calf into the plough ; we 
wait until he is an ox." 

He said, " They struck it out either critically as too 
ludicrous, or politically as too exasperating. I care not 
which. It was their business. If an architect says, I will 
build five stories, and the man who employs him says, I 
will have only three, the employer is to decide." " Yes, 
Sir," said I, '' in ordinary cases : but should it be so when 
the architect gives his sloll and labour ^aMi ? " 

Unfavourable as, I am constrained to say, my opinion of 
this pamphlet was, yet since it was congenial with the 
sentiments of numbers at that time, and as everything 
relating to the writings of Dr. Johnson is of importance 
in literary history, I shall therefore insert some passages 
which were struck out, it does not appear why, either by 
himself or those who revised it. They appear printed in a 
few proof leaves of it in my possession, marked with cor- 
rections in his own handwriting. I shall distinguish them 
by Ualics, 

In the paragraph where he says, the Americans were in- 
cited to resistance by European intelligence from 

'^ men whom they thought their friends, but who were friends 
only to themselves," 

there followed — 

^ and made by their selfishness, the enemies of their country J** 

And the next paragraph ran thus : — 

^ On the original contrivers of mischief, rather thm on those 
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whom they have deluded, let an insisted nation pour out its 
vengeance." 

The paragraph which came next was in these words : 

" Unhappy is that country in which men can hope for advance- 
ment by favouring its enemies. The tranquillity of stable govern- 
ment is not always easily preserved against the machinations of 
single innovators ; but what can be the hope of quiet, when fac- 
tions hostile to the legislature can be openly formed and openly 
avowed f " 

After the para^:uph which now concludes the pamphlet, 
there follows this, in which he certainly means the great 
Earl of Chatham, and glances at a certain popular Jjord 
Chancellor.^ 

" If by the fortune of war, they drive us utterly away, what 
they will do next can only be conjectured. If a new monarchy is 
erected, they will want a king. He who first takes into his hand 
the sceptre of America should have a name of good omen. William 
has been knoum both as conqueror and deliverer; and perhaps 
England, however contemned, may supply them with another 
William, Whigs, indeed, are not willing to be governed; and it is 
possible that Xing' William may be strongly inclined to guide their 
measures: hut Whigs have been cheated like other mortals, and 
suffered their leader to become their tyrant, under the name of their 
protector. What more they will receive from England, no man can 
tell. In their rudiments of Empire they may want a Chancellob." 

Then came this paragraph : 

" Their numbers are, at present, not quite sufficient for the 
greatness which, in some form of government or other, is to rival 
the ancient monarchies ; but by Dr. Franklin^s rule of progression, 
they will in a century and a quarter, be more than equal to the 
inhabitants of Europe, When the Whigs of America are thus 
multiplied, let the princes of the earth tremble in their palaces. 
If they should continue to double and to double, their own hemi' 
sphere would not contain them. But let not our boldest oppugtiers 
of authority look forward with delight to this futurity of Whiggism.*^ 

How it ended I know not, as it is cut off abruptly at the 
foot of the last of these proof pages. 

^ Lord Camden. — Croker, 
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His pamphlets in support of the measures of adminis^ 
tration were published on his own account, and he after- 
wards collected them, into a Tolume,^ with the title of 
"Political Tracts, by the Author of the Eambler," with 
this motto : 

*^ Fallitur egregio quisquis sub principe credit 
Servitium ; nunquam libertas gratior extat 
Quam sub rege pio. — Claudianus,'* 

These pamphlets drew upon him numerous attacks. 
Against the common weapons of literary warfare he was 
hardened ; but there were two instances of animadversion 
which I communicated to him, and from what I could 
judge, both from his silence and his looks, appeared to me 
to impress him much. 

One was, " A Letter to Dr. Samuel Johnson, occasioned 
by his late political Publications." It appeared previous 
to his " Taxation no Tyranny," and was written by Dr. 
Joseph Towers.' In that performance, Dr. Johnson was 
treated with the respect due to so eminent a man, while 
his conduct as a political writer was boldly and pointedly 
arraigned, as inconsistent with the character of one, who, 
if he did employ his pen upon politics, 

" it might reasonably be expected should distinguish himself, 
not by party violence and rancour, but by moderation and by 
wisdom." 

It concluded thus : 

" I would, however, wish you to remember, should you again 
address the public under the character of a political writer, that 
luxuriance of imagination or energy of language will ill compen- 
sate for the want of candour, of justice, and of truth. And I 
shall only add, that should I hereafter be disposed to read, as I 
heretofore have done, the most excellent of all your perfor- 
mances, * The Rambler,' the pleasure which I have been accus- 
tomed to find in it will be much diminished by the reflection 

> Strahan and Cadell, 8to. London, 1776. 

^ I>r. Joseph Towers, a miscellaneous writer, and a preacher among 
the Unitarians, was bom in 1737, and died 1799. — Wright, 
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that the writer of so moral, so elegant, and so valuable a work, 
was capable of prostituting his talents in such productions as 
' The False Alarm,* the * Thoughts on the Transactions respect- 
ing Falkland's Islands,' and * The Patriot.' " 

I am willing to do justice to the merit of Dr. Towers, of 
whom I will say, that although I abhor his Whiggish 
democratical notions and propensities (for I will not call 
them principles), I esteem him as an ingenious, knowing, 
and very convivial man. 

The other instance was a paragraph of a letter to me, 
from my old and most intimate friend, the Rev. Mr. 
Temple, who wrote the character of. Gray, which has had 
the honour to be adopted both by Mr. Mason and Dr. 
Johnson in their accounts of that poet. The words were, 

" How can your great, I will not say your pious, but your 
moral friend, support the barbarous measures of administration, 
which they have not the face to ask even their infidel pensioner 
Hume to defend?" 

However confident of the rectitude of his own mind, 
Johnson may have felt sincere uneasiness that his conduct 
should be erroneously imputed to unworthy motives by 
good men ; and that the influence of his valuable writings 
should on that account be in any degree obstructed or 
lessened. 

He complained to a right honourable friend' of distin- 
guished talents and very elegant manners, with whom he 
maintained a long intimacy, and whose generosity towards 
him will afterwards appear, that his pension having been 
given to him ^s a literary character, he had been applied 
to by administration to write political pamphlets ; and he 
was even so much irritated, tlutt he declared his resolution 
to resign his pension. His friend showed him the impro- 
priety of such a measure, and he afterwards expressed his 
gratitude, and said he had received good advice. To that 
friend he once signified a wish to have his pension secured 
to hiTTi for his Ufe; but he neither asked nor received 
from government any reward whatsoever for his pohtical 
labours. 

* Mr. Gerard Hamilton. — Cromer, 
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On Friday, March 24, 1 met him at the Litebaby Clvb, 
where were Mr. Beauclerk, Mr. Langton, Mr. Colman, 
Dr. Percy, Mr. Vesey, Sir Charles Bimbury, Dr. G^eorge 
Fordyce, Mr. Steevens, and Mr. Charles Fox. Before he 
came in, we talked of his "Journey to the Western 
Islands,*' and of his coming away " willing to believe the 
second sight," ^ which seemed to excite some ridicule. I 
was then so impressed with the truth of many of the 
stories of which I had been told, that I avowed my con- 
viction, saying, "He is only vnUing to believe : I do believe. 
The evidence is enough for me, though not for his great 
mind. What will not fill a quart bottle will fill a pint 
bottle. I am filled with behef ." " Are you ? " said Col- 
man ; " then cork it up." 

I found his " Journey " the common topic of conversa- 
tion in London at this time, wherever I happened to be. 
At one of Lord Mansfield's formal Sunday evening conver- 
sations, strangely called Levees, his lordship addressed me, 
" We have all been reading your travels, Mr. Boswell." I 
answered, " I was but the humble attendant of Dr. John- 
son." The Chief- Justice replied, with that air and manner 
which none, who ever saw and heard him, can forget, " He 
speaks ill of nobody but Ossian." 

Johnson was in high spirits this evening at the club, and 
talked with great animation and success. He attacked 
Swift, as he used to do upon all occasions. " The * Tale of 
a Tub ' is so much superior to his other wrilings, that one 
can hardly beUeve he was the author of it : ' there is in it 

> Johnson's Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland, ed. 1775, 
p. 256. 

^ This doubt has been much agitated on both sides, I think without 
good reason. See Addison's Freeholder, May 4th, 1714; an Apology 
for the Tale of a Tub ; Dr. Hawkesworth's Preface to Swift's Works, 
and Swift's Letter to Tooke the Printer, and Tooke's Answer in that 
collection ; Sheridan's Life of Swift ; Mr. Courtenay's note on p. 3 of 
his Political Review of the Literary and Moral Character of Dr. John- 
son ; and Mr. Cooksey's Essay on the Life and Character of John, Lord 
Somers, Baron of Evesham. 

Dr. Johnson here speaks only to the internal evidence, I take leave 
to differ from him, having a very high estimation of the powers uf Dr. 
Swift. His Sentiments of a Church-of-England-man ; his Sermon on 
the Trinity, and other serious pieces, prove his learning as well as his 
acuteness in logic and metaphysics ; and his various compositions of a 



Digitized by 



Google 



JST. 66. BOSWELL's life of JOHNSON. 295 

such a vigour of mind, such a swarm of thoughts, so much 
of nature, and art, and life." I wondered to hear him say 
of " G-ulliver's Travels," — " When once you have thought 
of big men and little men, it is very easy to do all the 
rest." I endeavoured to make a stand for Swift, and tried 
to rouse those who were much more able to defend him ; 
but in vain. Johnson at last, of his own accord, allowed 
very great merit to the inventory of articles found in the 
pocket of " the Man Mountain," particularly the description 
of his watch, which it was conjectured was his God, as he 
consulted it upon all occasions. He observed, that Swift 
put his name to but two things (after he had a name to 
put), "The Plan for the Improvement of the English 
Jjanguage," and the last " "Drapier's Letter." 

From Swift, there was an easy transition to Mr. Thomas 
Sheridan. Johnson. " Sheridan is a wonderful admirer of 
the tragedy of Douglas, and presented its author with a 
gold medal. Some, years ago, at a coffee-house in Oxford, 
I called to him, * Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Sheridan, how came 
you to give a gold medal to Home, for writing that foolish 
play?' This, you see, was wanton and insolent; but I 
meant to be wanton and insolent. A medal has no value 
but as a stamp of merit. And was Sheridan to assume to 
himself the right of giving that stamp ? If Sheridan was 
magnificent enough to bestow a gold medal as an honorary 
reward of dramatic excellence, he should have requested 
one of the Universities to choose the person on whom it 
should be conferred. Sheridan had no right to give a stamp 
of merit : it was counterfeiting Apollo's coin." ^ 

different cast exhibit not only wit, humour, and ridicule, but a knowledge 
" of nature, and art, and life ;" a combination, therefore, of those powers, 
^* when (as the Apology says) the author was young, his inyention at 
the height, and his reading tresh in his head/' might surely produce the 
Tale of a Tub. 

' The medal was presented in 1757, and Mr. Whyte (Miscell. Nova., 
>p. 46, 47), the friend of Sheridan, gives its history thus : " When 
>heridan undertook to play Douglas in Dublin, he had liberally written 
to Home, promising him the profits of the third night. It happened, 
however, that these profits fell very short, and< Sheridan was rather per- 
plexed what to do. At first, he thought of offering the author a piece 
of plate, but, on tilie suggestion of Mr. Whyte, the idea of a medal was 
adopted 3 *' and it had, said Whyte, '* the additional value of being 
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On Monday, March 27, 1 breakfasted with him at Mr. 
Strahan's. He told ns, that he was engaged to go that 
evening to Mrs. Abington's benefit. '' She was visiting 
some ladies whom I was visiting, and begged that I would 
come to her benefit. I told her I could not hear : but she 
insisted so much on my coming, that it would have been 
brutal to have refused her." This was a speech quite cha- 
racteristical. He loved to bring forward his having been 
in the gay circles of life ; and he was, perhaps, a little vain 
of the solicitations of this elegant and fashionable actress. 
He told us the play was to be " The Hypocrite," altered 
from Gibber's " Nonjuror," so as to satirise the Methodists. 
" I do not think," said he, " the character of the Hypocrite 
justly appUcable to the Methodists, but it was very ap- 
plicable to the Nonjurors. I once said to Dr. Madan 
[Madden], a clergyman of Ireland, who was a great Whig, 
that perhaps a Nonjuror would have been less criminal in 
taking the oaths imposed by the ruling power, than 
refusing them ; because refusing them necessarily laid him 
under almost an irrresistible temptation to be more 
criminal ; for a man mtist live, and if he precludes himself 
from the support furnished by the establishment wiQ pro- 
bably be reduced to very wicked shifts to maintain him- 
self." ^ BoswELL. " I should think. Sir, that a man who 

conveyed to Mr. Home by the hands of Lord Macartney and Lord 
Bute:^—Croker. 

^ This was not merely a cursory remark ; for in his Life of Fenton, 
he obserres, " With many other wise and virtuous men, who, at that 
time of discord and debate (about the beginning of this century), con- 
sulted conscience, well or ill formed, more than interest, he doubted the 
legality of the government ; and refusing to qualify himself for public 
employment, by taking the oaths required, left the University without a 
degree.*' This conduct Johnson calls " perverseness of integrity." 

The question concerning the morality of taking oaths, of whatever 
kind, imposed by the prevailing power at that time, rather than to be 
excludea from all consequence, or even any considerable usefulness in 
society, has been agitated with all the acuteness of casuistry. It is related, 
that he who devised the oath of abjuration profligately Imasted, that be 
had formed a test which should << damn one half of the nation, and 
starve the other." Upon minds not exalted to inflexible rectitude, or 
minds in which zeal for a party is predominant to excess, taking that 
oath against conviction may have been palliated under the plea of neces- 
sity, or ventured upon in heat, as upon the whole producing more good 
than evil. 
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took tlie oaths contrary to his principles was a determined 
wicked man, because he was sure he was committing per- 
jury : whereas a Nonjuror might be insensibly led to do 
what was wrong without being so directly conscious of it." 
JoHKSON. " Why, Sir, a man who goes to bed to his patron's 
wife is pretty sure that he is committing wickedness." 
BoswELL. " Did the nonjuring clergymen do so. Sir ? " 
Johnson. " I am afraid many of them did." ^ 

I was startled at this argument, and could by no means 
think it convincing. Had not his own father complied with 
the requisition of government,'* (as to which he otice ob- 
served to me, when I pressed him upon it, " That, Sir, he 
was to settle with himself,") he would probably have 
thought more unfavourably of a Jacobite who took the 
oaths : 

" had he not resembled 

My father as he " swore . 

Mr. Strahan talked of laimching into the great ocean of 
London, in order to have a chance for rising into eminence ; 
and observing that many men were kept back from trying 
their fortunes there, because they were bom to a compe- 
tency, said, " Small certainties are the bane of men of 
talents ; " which Johnson confirmed. Mr. Strahan put 
Johnson in mind of a remark which he had made to him : 

At a county election in Scotland, many years ago, when there was a 
warm contest between the friends of the Hanoverian succession, and 
those against it, the oath of abjuration havin? been demanded, the free- 
holders upon one side rose to go away. Upon which a very sanguine 
gentleman, one of their number, ran to the door to stop them, calling out 
with much earnestness, " Stay, stay, my friends, and let us swear the 
rogues out of it ! " 

^ What evidence is there of this being the prevailing sin of the non- 
juring clergy beyond Gibber's comedy, which, slight evidence as it would 
be at best, is next to none at all on this occasion — for Gibber's play was 
a mere adaptation of Moliere's TartufTe ? — Croker, 

* Dr. Harwood sent me the following extract from the book containing 
the proceedings of the corporation of Lichfield: '* 19th July, 1712. 
Agreed that Mr. Michael Johnson be, and he is hereby elected a magis- 
trate and brother of their incorporation ; a day is given him to Thursday 
next to take the oath of fidelity and allegiance, and the oath of a magis- 
trate. Signed, &c."— " 25th of July, 1712. Mr. Johnson took the 
oath of allegiance, and that he believed there was no transubstantiation 
in the sacrament of the Lord'a Supper, before, &c." — Croker. 
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" There are few ways in which a man can be more inno- 
cently employed than in gettting money." " The more one 
thinks of this," said Strahan, " the juster it will appear." 

Mr. Strahan had taken a poor boy from the country as 
an apprentice, upon Johnson's recommendation. Johnson 
haying inquired after him, said, *^ Mr. Strahan, let me have 
five guineas on account, and I'll give this boy one. Nay, 
if a man recommends a boy, and does nothing for him, it 
is sad work. Call him down." 

I followed him into the court-yard, behind Mr. Strahan's 
house ; and there I had a proof of what I heard him pro- 
fess, that he talked alike to all. " Some people tell you 
that they let themselves down to the capacity of their 
hearers. I never do that. I speak uniformly, in as intelli- 
gible a manner as I can." 

" Well, my boy, how do you go on ? " " Pretty well, 
Sir ; but they are afraid I ar' n't strong enough for some 
parts of the business." Johnson. " Why, I shall be sorry 
for it; for, when you consider with how Httle mental 
power and corporeal labour a printer can get a guinea a 
week, it is a very desirable occupation for you. Do you 
hear — take all the pains you can ; and if this does not do, 
we must think of some other way of life for you. There's 
a guinea." 

Here was one of the many, many instances of his active 
benevolence. At the same time, the slow and sonorous 
solemnity with which, while he bent himself down, he ad- 
dressed a little thick short-le^ed boy, contrasted with the 
boy's awkwardness and awe, could not but excite some 
ludicrous emotions. 

I met him at Drury Lane playhouse in the evening. 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, at Mrs. Abington's request, had pro- 
mised to bring a body of wits to her benefit ; and having 
secured forty places in the front boxes, had done me the 
honour to put me in the group. Johnson sat on the seat 
directly behind me ; and as he could neither see nor hear 
at such a distance from the stage, he was wrapped up in 
grave abstraction, and seemed quite a cloud, amidst all the 
sunshine of glitter and gaiety. I wondered at his patience 
in sitting out a play of five acts, and a farce of two. He 
said very little ; but after the prologue to " Bon Ton " had 
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heea spoken, which he could hear pretty well from the 
more slow and distinct utterance, he talked on prologue- 
writing, and observed, ** Dr jden has written prologues su- 
perior to any that David Garrick has written ; but David 
Garrick has written more good prologues than Dryden has 
done. It is wonderful that he has been able to write such 
variety of them." 

At Mr. Beauclerk's, where I supped, was Mr. Garrick, 
whom I made happy with Johnson's praise of his pro- 
logues ; and I suppose in gratitude to him, he took up one 
of his favourite topics, the nationality of the Scotch, which 
he maintained in a pleasant manner, with the aid of a 
little poetical fiction. " Come, come, don't deny it : they 
are really national. Why, now, the Adams ^ are as liberal- 
minded men as any in the world : but, I don't know how 
it is, all their workmen are Scotch. You are, to be sure, 
wonderfully free from that nationality ; but so it happens, 
that you employ the only Scotch shoeblack in London." 

He imitated the manner of his old master with lu- 
dicrous exaggeration; repeating, with pauses and half- 
whistlings interjected, 

" Os homini sublime dedit, — cielumque tueri 
Jussit, — et erectOB ad sidera — tollere vultus," ' 

looking dovmwards all the time, and, while pronouncing 
the four last words, absolutely touching the ground with a 
kind of contorted gesticulation. 

Garrick, however, when ho pleased, could imitate John- 
son very exactly; for that great actor, with his distin- 
guished powers of expression which were so universally 
admired, possessed also an admirable talent of mimicry. 
He was always jealous that Johnson spoke lightly of him. 
I recollect his exhibiting him to me one day, as if saying, 
" Davy has some convivial pleasantry about him, but 'tis 

* The architects of the Adelphi. — Croker, 

^ This exhibition of Johnson's downward ]iy)k and gesticulations 
while reciting 08 sublime and tollere vtdtuSy resembles one which Lord 
Byron describes : — ** Mr. Grattan's manners in private life were odd, 
but natural. Ourran used to take him off, bowing to the very ground^ 
and ' thanking God that he had no peculiarity of gesture or appearance* 
in a way irresistibly ridiculous." Moore's Byron, i., 405. — Croker, 
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a futile fellow ; " which he uttered perfectlj with the tone 
and air of Johnson. 

I cannot too frequently request of mj readers, while 
thej peruse my account of Johnson's conversation, to en- 
deavour to keep in mind his deliberate and strong utter- 
ance. His mode of speaking was indeed very impressive ; ^ 
and I wish it could be preserved as music is written, ac- 
cording to the very ingenious method of Mr. Steele,' who 
has shown how the recitation of Mr. Gkurrick, and other 
eminent speakers, might be transmitted to posterity in 
Bcore.* 

Next day [March 28] I dined with Johnson at Mr. 
Thrale's. He attacked Gray, calling him " a dull fellow." 
BoswELL. "I understand he was reserved, and might 
appear dull in company; but surely he was not dull in 
poetry." Johnson. " Sir, he was dull in company, dull in 
his closet, dull every where. He was dull in a new way, 
and that made many people think him great. He was a 
mechanical poet." He then repeated some ludicrous lines, 
which have escaped my memory, and said, " Is not that 
GREAT, like his Odes ? " Mrs. Thrale maintained that his 
Odes were melodious ; upon which he exclaimed, 

* My noble friend Lord Pembroke said once to me at Wilton, with a 
happy pleasantry and some truth, ** that Dr. Johnson's sayings would 
not appear so extraordinary, were it not for his bow-wow wayP The 
sayings themselves are generally of sterling merit ; but, doubtless, his 
manner was an addition to their effect ; and therefore should be attended 
to as much as may be. It is necessary, however, to guard those who 
were not acquainted with him against overcharged imitations or cari- 
catures of his manner, which are frequently attempted, and many of 
which are second-hand copies from the late Mr. Henderson, the actor, 
who, though a good mimic of some persons, did not represent Johnson 
correctly. 

^ See Frosodia Rationalis; or, an Essay towards establishing the 
Melody and Measure of Speech, to be express^ and perpetuated by 
peculiar Symbols. London, 1775. 

^ I use the phrase in scoref as Dr. Johnson has explained it in his 
Dictionary. *^ A song in Score, the words with the musical notes of a 
song annexed." But I understand that in scientific propriety it means 
all the parts of a musical composition noted down in the characters by 
which it is exhibited to the eye of the skilful. 

It was declamation that Steele pretended to reduce to notation by new 
characters. This he called the mMody of speech, not the harmony, which 
the term in score implies.— ^unMy. 
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"Weave the warp, and weave the woof" — 

I added, in a solemn tone, 

" * The winding-sheet of Edward's race.' 

There is a good line." — " Ay," said he, " and the next line 
is a good one (pronouncing it contemptuously), 

* Give ample verge and room enough.' — 

No, Sir, there are but two good stanzas in Gray's poetry, 
which are in his * Elegy in a Country Churchyard.' " He 
then repeated the stanza, 

" For who to dumb forgetftdness a prey," &c. 

mistaking one word ; for instead of precincts he said coU'- 
fims. He added, " The other stanza I forget." 

A young lady ^ who had married a man much her in- 
ferior in rank being mentioned, a question arose how a 
woman's relations should behave to her in such a situation ; 
and, while I recapitulate the debate, and recollect what 
has since happened, I cannot but be struck in a manner 
that delicacy forbids me to express. While I contended 
that she ought to be treated with an inflexible steadiness 
of displeasure, Mrs. Thrale was all for mildness and for- 
giveness, and, according to the vulgar phrase, "making the 
best of a bad bargain." Johnson. "Madam, we must 
distinguish. Were I a man of rank, I would not let a 
daughter starve who had made a mean marria^; but 
having voluntarily degraded herself from the station which 
she was originally entitled to hold, I would support her 
only in that which she herself had chosen ; and would not 
put her on a level vnth my other daughters. You are to 
consider. Madam, that it is our duty to maintain the sub- 
ordination of civilized society ; and when there is a gross 
and shameful deviation from rank, it should be punished 
so as to deter others from the same perversion." 

After frequently considering this subject, I am more and 

^ Ko cbnbt Lady Susan Fox, eldest daughter of the first Earl of H- 
chester, bom in 1743, who, in 1773, married Mr. William O'Brien, an 
actor. She died in 1827.--CVv^er. 
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more confirmed in what I then meant to express, and which 
was sanctioned by the authority and illustrated by the 
wisdom of Johnson; and I think it of the utmost con- 
sequence to the happiness of society, to which subordi- 
nation is absolutely necessary. It is weak and con- 
temptible, and unworthy, in a parent to relax in such a 
case. It is sacrificing general advantage to private feelings. 
And let it be considered that the claim of a daughter who 
has acted thus, to be restored to her former situation, is 
either fantastical or unjust. If there be no value in the 
distinction of rank, what does she suffer by being kept in 
the situation to which she has descended ? If there be a 
value in that distinction, it ought to be steadily maintained. 
If indulgence be shown to such conduct, and the offenders 
know that in a longer or shorter time they shall be re- 
ceived as well as if they had not contaminated their blood 
hj a base alliance, the great check upon that inordinate 
caprice which generally occasions low marriages will be 
removed, and the fair and comfortable order of improved 
life will be miserably disturbed. 

Lord Chesterfield's Letters being mentioned, Johnson 
fiaid, " It was not to be wondered at that they had so great 
a sale, considering that they were the letters of a states- 
man, a wit, one who had been so much in the mouths of 
mankind, one long accustomed virum volitare per ora" 

On Friday, Slst March, I supped with him and some 
friends at a tavern. One of the company attempted, with 
too much forwardness, to rally him on his late appearance 
a,t the theatre ; but had reason to repent of his temerity. 
" Why, Sir, did you go to Mrs. Abington's benefit ? Did 
you see?" Johnson, "No, Sir." "Did you hear?" 
Johnson. "No, Sir." "Why then. Sir, did you go?" 
Johnson. " Because, Sir, she is a favourite of the pubUc ; 
and when the public cares a thousandth part for you that 
it does for her, I will go to your benefit too." 

Next morning I won a small bet from Lady Diana Beau- 
clerk, by asking him as to one of his particularities, which 
her Ladyship laid I durst not do. It seems he had been 
frequently observed at the club to put into his pocket the 
. Seville oranges, after he had squeezed the juice of them 
into the drink which he made for himself. Beauclerk and 
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Oarrick talked of it to me, and seemed to think that he 
had a strange unwillingness to be discovered. We could 
not divine what he did with them ; and this was the bold 
question to be put. I saw on his table, the spoils of the 
preceding night, some fresh peels nicely scraped and cut 
into pieces. " O, Sir," said I, " I now partly see what you 
do with the squeezed oranges which you put into your 
pocket at the club." Johnson. " I have a great love for 
them." BoswBLL. "And pray, Sir, what do you do with 
them? You scrape them it seems, very neatly, and 
what next ? " Johnson. " Let them dry, Sir." Boswell. 
" And what next ? " Johnson. " Nay, Sir, you shall know 
their fate no further." Boswell. " Then the world must 
be left in the dark. It must be said (assuming a mock 
solemnity) he scraped them, and let them dry, but what he 
did with them next he never could be prevailed upon to 
tell." Johnson. " Nay, Sir, you should say it more em- 
phatically : — he could not be prevailed upon, even by his 
dearest friends, to tell." ^ 

He had this morning received his diploma as Doctor of 
Laws from the University of Oxford. He did not vaunt of 
his new dignity, but I understood he was highly pleased 
with it. I shall here insert the progress and completion of 
that high academical honour, in the same manner as I 
have traced his obtaining that of Master of Arts. 



«T0 THE REV. DR. FOTHERGILL, 

" Vice- Chancellor of the University of Oxford, to he communicated 
to the heads of houses, and proposed in eonvocation, 

" Downing Street, March 23, 1775. 

*'Mr. Yice-Ghancellob and Gbntlbmen, 

'* The honour of the degree of M. A by diploma, formerly 
conferred upon Mr. Samuel Johnson, in consequence of his having 

> The following extract of one of his letters to Miss Boothby probably 
explains the use to which he pat these orange peels : — '* Give me leave> 
who hare thought much on medicine, to propose to you an easy and, X 
think, very pr^nble remedy for indigestion and lubricity of the bowels. 
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eminently distiDgnished himself by the publication of a series of 
essays, excellently calculated to form the manners of the people, 
and in which the cause of religion and morality has been main- 
tained and recommended by the strongest powers of argument 
and elegance of language, reflected an equal degree of lustre 
upon the University itself. 

*^ The many learned labours which have since that time em- 
ployed the attention and displayed the abilities of that great 
man, so much to the advancement of literature and the benefit of 
the commimity, render him worthy of more distinguished honours 
in the republic of letters ; and I persuade myself that I shall act 
agreeably to the sentiments of the whole University, in desiring 
that it may be proposed in convocation to confer on him the 
degree of Doctor in Civil Law by diploma, to which I readily 
give my consent ; and am, Mr. Vice-chancellor and Grentlemen, 
your affectionate friend and servant, " Noeth." ^ 



"DIPLOMA. 

** CancellariuSy Magisiriy et Scholares Universitatis Oxoniensis 
omnibus ad quos presentes Uteres pervenerint, salutem in Domino 
sempitemam, 

''Sciaiis, virum iUustrem, SAMUELEM JOHNSON, in 
omni humaniorum literarum genere eruditum, omniumque scientia- 
rum comprehensione felicissimum, scriptis suis, ad popularium 
mores formandos stanmd verborum elegantid ac sententiarum 
gravitate compositis, ita olim inclaruisse, ut dignus videretar cut 
ab Academid sua eximia qwedam laudis prtemia deferentur, quique 
in venerabilem Magistrorum Ordinem summd cum dignitate co- 
optaretur : 

*' Citm verb eundem clarissimum virum tot posted tantique labores, 
in patrid prasertim lingua omandd et stabiliendd feliciter impensi^ 
ita insigniverint, ut in literarum republicd PRINCE PS jam et 
PRIMARIUS jure habeaiur; nos, CANCELLARIUS, Magis- 

Dr. Lawrence has told me your case. Take an ounce of dried orange 
peel, finely powdered, divide it into scruples, and take one scrapie at a 
time in any manner ; the best way is, perhaps, to drink it in a glass of 
hot red port, or to eat it first, and drink the wine after it,^ &c. Dec. 
31, 1755, p. l37,^Croker, 
^ Extracted firom the Convocation Register Oxford. 
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tri, et scholar €8 Universiiatis Oxoniensis, qub talis viri mertta 
part honoris remuneratione excequentur, et perpetuum sum simul 
laudis^ nostrceque ergo, literas propensissimce voluntatis extet monu- 
mentum^ in solenni Convocatione Doctorum et Magistrorum Jtegen' 
Hum, et nan regentium, prcedictum SAMUELEM JOHNSON 
Doctorem in Jure Civili renunciavimus et constituimus, eumque^ 
Virtute prcesentis Diplomatis^ singulis juribus, privilegiis et honori 
hus^ adistumgradum quaquapertimentihus^fmi et gaudere jussimus 
In cujus rei testimonium commune Universitaiis Oxoniensis sigillum 
prcesentibus apponi fecimus. 

''^ Datum in domo Nostra Convocationis die tricesimo mensis 
Martii, anno Domini millesimo septingentesimo, septuagesimo 
quinto^ ^ 

^ The original is in my possession. He showed me the diploma, and 
allowed me to read it, but would not consent to my taking a copy of it, 
fearing perhaps that I should blaze it abroad in his lifetime. His objec- 
tion to this appears from the letter to Mrs. Thrale, in which he scolds 
her for the grossness of her flattery of him. It is remarkable that he 
never, so far as I know, assumed his title of Doctor, but called himself 
Mr, Johnson, as appears from many of his cards or notes to myself, and 
I have seen many from him to other persons, in which he uniformly 
takes that designation. I once observed on his table a letter directed to 
him with the addition of Esquire^ and objected to it as being a designation 
inferior to that of doctor ; but he checked me, and seemed pleased with 
it, because, as I conjectured, he liked to be sometimes taken out of the 
class of literary men, and to be merely genteel — un gentilhomme comTne 
un autre, 

[I suspect that another reason why Johnson was a little reserved about 
this Oxford degree was, that he did not much relish the appearance of 
owing literary distinction to Lord North, with whom he was personally 
dissatisfied ; and because the degree, at that particular moment, might 
look like a reward for his political pamphlets. 

The following is an extract from the letter to Mrs. Thrale, which 
Boswell alludes to : — 

" The other Oxford news is, that they have sent me a degree of 
Doctor of Laws, with such praises in the diploma as, perhaps, ought to 
make me ashamed ; they are very like your praises. I wonder whether 
I shall ever show them to you." He adds, " To-day [Saturday, Ist 
April] I dine with Hamilton j to-morrow with Hoole ; on Monday with 
Faramse ; on Tuesday with master and mistress ; on Wednesday with 
DiUy ; but come back to the tower," — Letters, vol. i., p. 214. 

The totoer, says Mrs. Fiozzi, was a separate room at Streatham, 
where Dr. Johnson slept. He was afterwards promoted to a large bow- 
windowed bed-room in front of the house, in which, under the name of 
" J)r, Johnson^s room,'' I slept many years after, and was pleased to find 
that his writing table was carefully preserved, and that even the blots of 
his ink had not been cleaned away. — Cro/cer.] 

II. X 
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" Viro Reverendo THOM^ FOTHERGILL, S, T, P. Univer^ 
iitatis Oxoniensis Vice-Cancellario, S. P. Z>. 

"SAM. JOHNSON. 

" Multis non est optUj ut testimonium quo, te pneside, Oxonienses 
nomen meum posteris commendarunt, quali animo acceperim com- 
pertum faciam, Nemo 9ihi pUtcen* non latatur; nemo sibi non 
placet^ qui vobts, literarum arhitris, placere potuit Hoc tamen 
habet incommodi tantum benejicium, quod miki nunquam posthdc 
sine vestrcB fames detrimento vel labi liceat vel cessare; semperque 
sit timendum ne quod mihi tam eximicB laudi est, vobis aliquando 
fiat opprobrio. Vale. 7. Id, Apr, 1775." 

He revised some sheets of Lord Hailes's " Annals of Scot- 
land," and wrote a few notes on the margin with red ink, 
which he bade me tell his lordship did not sink into the 
paper, and might be wiped off with a wet sponge, so that it 
did not spoil his manuscript. I observed to him that there 
were very few of his friends so accurate as that I could 
venture to put down in writing what thej told me as his 
sayings. Johnson. "Why should you write down my 
sayings ? " Boswell. " I write them when they are 
good," Johnson. " Nay, you may as well write down the 
sayings of any one else that are good." But where, I might 
with great propriety have added, can I find such ? 

I visited him by appointment in the evening, and wo 
drank tea with Mrs. Williams. He told me that he had 
been in the company of a gentleman *' whose extraordinary 
travels had been much the subject of conversation. But 1 
found he had not listened to him with that full confidence, 
without which there is httle satisfaction in the society of 
travellers. I was curious to hear what opinion so able a 
judge as Johnson had formed of his abilities, and I asked 
if he was not a man of sense. Johnson. " Why, Sir, he 
is not a distinct relator ; and I should say, he is neither 
abounding nor deficient in sense. I did not perceive any 
superiority of understanding." Boswell. " But will you 

^ Bruce, the Abyssinian traveller, with whom he had dined that day 
at Mr. Gerard Hamilton's. — Croker, 
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not allow him a nobleness of resolution, in penetrating into 
distant regions ? " Johnson. " That, Sir, is not to the 
present purpose ; we are talking of sense. A fighting cock 
has a nobleness of resolution." 

Next day, Sunday, 2nd April, I dined with him at Mr. 
Hoole's. We talked of Pope. Johnson. " He wrote his 
* Dunciad ' for fame. That was his primary motive. Had 
it not been for that, the dunces might have railed against 
him till they were weary, without his troubling himseK 
about them. He delighted to vex them, no doubt ; but he 
had more delight in seeing how well he could vex them." 

The " Odes to Obscurity and Oblivion," in ridicule of 
" cool Mason and warm Gray," being mentioned, Johnson 
said, " They are Colman's best things." Upon its being 
observed that it was believed these Odes were made by 
Colman and Lloyd jointly; — Johnson. "Nay, Sir, how 
can two people make an Ode ? Perhaps one made one of 
them, and one the other." I observed that two people had 
made a play, and quoted the anecdote of Beaumont and 
Fletcher, who were brought under suspicion of treason, 
because while concerting the plan of a tragedy when sitting 
together at a tavern, one of them was overheard sajring to 
the other, "PU kill the king." Johnson. "The first of 
these Odes is the best : but they are both good. They ex- 
posed a very bad kind of writing." ^ Boswell. " Surely, 
Sir, Mr. Mason's ' Elfrida ' is a fine poem : at least you 
will allow there are some good passages in it." Johnson. 
" There are now and then some good imitations of Milton's 
bad manner." ^ 

I often wondered at his low estimation of the writings of 
Gray and Mason. Of Gray's poetry I have, in a former 
part of this work, expressed my high opinion ; and for that 
of Mr. Mason I have ever entertained a warm admiration. 
His " Elfrida " is exquisite, both in poetical description and 

' Gray's Odes are still on every table and in every month, and there 
are not, I believe, a dozen libraries in £neland which could produce 
these " best things" written by two professed wits in ridicule of tnem. — 
Croker. 

' Mrs. Piozzi says, that Johnson used to turn Caractacus into ridicule, 
but called Elfrida ** exquisitely pretty." I believe but the first half of 
this report. — Croker, 
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moral sentiment ; and his " Caractacus " is a noble drama. 
Nor can I omit paying my tribute of praise to some of his 
smaller poems, which I have read with pleasure, and which 
no criticism shall x)ersuade me not to like. If I wondered 
at Johnson's not tasting the works of Mason and Gray, 
still more have I wondered at their not tasting his works : 
that they should be insensible to his energy of diction, to 
his splendour of images, and comprehension of thought. 
Tastes may differ as to the violin, the flute, the hautboy ; 
in short all the lesser instruments ; but who can be in- 
sensible to the powerful impressions of the majestic 
organ? 

His " Taxation no Tyranny " being mentioned, he said, 
" 1 think I have not been attacked enough for it. Attack 
is the re-action ; I never think I have hit hard, unless it 
rebounds." Boswell. "I don't know. Sir, what you 
would be at. Five or six shots of small arms in every 
newspaper, and repeated cannonading in pamphlets, might, I 
think, satisfy you. But, Sir, you'll never make out this 
match, of which we hav« talked, with a certain political 
lady, since you are so severe against her principles." John- 
son, " Nay, Sir, I have the better chance for that. She 
is like the Amazons of old ; she must be courted by the 
sword. But I have not been severe upon her." BosweIiI.. 
**Yes, Sir, you have made her ridiculous." Johnson. 
" That was already done. Sir. To endeavour to make her 
ridiculous, is like blacking the chimney." 

I put him in mind that the landlord at Ellon in Scotland 
said, that he heard he was the greatest man in England, 
next to Lord Mansfield. " Ay, Sir," said he, " the exception 
defined the idea. A Scotchman could go no farther : 

* The force of Nature could no farther go.' " 

Lady Miller's collection of verses by fashionable people, 
which were put into her Vase at Bath-Easton villa,* near 

* The following extract, from one of Horace Walpole^s letters, will 
explain the proceedings and personages of this farce: — "Yon must 
know, that near Bath is erected a new Parnassus, composed of three 
laurels, a myrtle tree, a weeping willow, and a view of the Avon, whksh 
has now been christoned Helicon. Ten years ago there lived a Madam 
[Riggs], an old rough humourist, who passed for a wit ; her daughter. 
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Bath, in competition for honorary prizes, being mentioned, 
he held them very cheap ; " Bouts-rimes" said he, " is a 
mere conceit, and an old conceit now ; I wonder how people 
were persuaded to write in that manner for this lady." I 
named a gentleman^ of his acquaintance who wrote for the 
Vase. Johnson. "He was a blockhead for his pains.*' 
BoswELL. "The Duchess of Northumberland wrote."' 
Johnson. " Sir, the Duchess of Northumberland may 
do what she pleases : nobody will say anything to a lady of 
her high rank. But I should be apt to throw *******8 
verses in his face." 

who passed for nothing, married to a Captain [Miller], full of good- 
natured oilicioasness. These good folks were friends of Miss Rich 
[daughter of Sir Robert Rich, and sister to the second Lady Lyttelton], 
who carried me to dine with them at Bath-Easton, now Findus. They 
caught a little of what was then called taste, built, and planted, and 
begot children, till the whole caravan were forced to go abroad to retrieve. 
Aks ! Mrs. Miller is returned a beauty, a genius, a Sappho, a tenth 
muse, as romantic as Mademoiselle Scuderi, and as sophisticated as Mrs. 
y[e8ey]. The captain's finders are loaded with cameos, his tongue runs 
over with fdrtu ; and that Doth may contribute to the improvement of 
their own country, they have introduced hcmta rimia as a new discovery. 
They hold a Parnassus-fair every Thursday, give out rhymes and 
themes, and all the flux of quality at Bath contend for the prizes. A 
Roman vase, dressedwith pink ribands and myrtles, receives the poetry, 
which is drawn out every festival : six judges of these Olympic games 
retire and select the brightest composition, which the respective success- 
ful acknowledge, kneel to Mrs. Calliope [Miller], kiss her fair hand, and 
are crowned by it with myrtle, with — I don't know what. You may 
think this a fiction, or exaggeration. Be dumb, unbelievers! The 
collection is printed, published, — yes, on my faith I there are bouts- 
rim^s on a huttered muffin, by her Grace the Duchess of Northumber- 
land; receipts to make them by Corydon the venerable, alias ; 

others very pretty by Lord P[a1merston] 5 some by Lord C[armarthen]; 
many by Mrs. [Miller] herself, that have no fault but wanting metre ; 
and immortality promised to her without end or measure. In short, 
since folly, which never ripens to madness but in this climate, ran dis- 
tracted, there never was any thing so entertaining, or so dull — for you 
cannot read so long as I have been telling." Works, vol. v., p. 185. 
Lady Miller died in 1781, set. 41. — Qroker, 

1 Probably the Rev, Richard Graves, who was for some years tutor 
in the house of Johnson's friend, Mr. Fitzherbert, and who contributed 
to the Bath-Easton Vase. He was Rector of Claverton, near Bath, 
where he died in 1804. — Croker, 

' Lady Elizabeth Seymour married, in 1740, Sir Hugh Smithson, 
created, in 1766, Duke of Northumberland. She died on her sixtieth 
birthday, Dec. 5, l776.—Croker. 
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I talked of the cheerfulness of Fleet Street, owing to the 
constant quick succession of people which we perceive 
passing through it. Johnson. " Why, Sir, Fleet Street 
has a very animated appearance ; but I think the full tide 
of human existence is at Charing Cross." 

He made the common remark on the unhappiness which 
men who have led a busy life experience, when they retire 
in expectation of enjoying themselves at ease, and that 
they generally languish for want of their habitual occupa- 
tion, and wish to return to it. He mentioned as strong an 
instance of this as can well be imagined. ''An eminent 
tallowchandler in London who had acquired a considerable 
fortune, gave up the trade in favour of his foreman, and 
went to Hve at a country-house near town. He soon gre^w 
weary, and paid frequent visits to his old shop, where he 
desired they might let him know their melting-days, and he 
would come and assist them ; which he accordingly did. 
Here, Sir, was a man to whom the most disgusting circum- 
stances in the business to which he had been used was a 
relief from idleness." 

On Wednesday, 5th April, I dined with him at Messieurs 
Dilly*s with Mr. John Scott of Amwell, the Quaker,^ Mr. 
Langton, Mr. Miller (now Sir John) and Dr. Thomas 
Campbell, an Irish clergyman, whom I took the hberty of 
inviting to Mr.Dilly's table, having seen him at Mr. Thrale's 
and been told that he had come to England chiefly with a 
view to see Dr. Johnson, for whom he entertained the 
highest veneration. He has since published " A Philo- 
sophical Survey of the South of Ireland," a very entertain- 
ing book, which has, however, one fault — that it assumes 
the fictitious character of an Enghshman. 

We talked of public speaking. Johnson. "We must 
not estimate a man's powers by his being able or not able 
to dehver his sentiments in public. Isaac Hawkins Browne, 
one of the first wits of this country, got into parliament, 
and never opened his mouth. For my own part, I think 

^ John Scott, bom 1730, died 1783, author of a poem called Amiiell, 
a volume of Elegies, and some smaller pieces. He published also, two 
political tracts in answer to Dr. Johnson's Patriot and False Alarm. — 
T, Cunningham, 
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it is more disgraceful never to try to speak, than to try it 
and fail ; as it is more disgraceful not to fight, than to fight 
and be beaten." This argument appeared to me fallacious ; 
for if a man has not spoken, it may be said that he would 
have done very well if he had tried ; whereas, if he has 
tried and failed, there is nothing to be said for him. "Why, 
then," I asked, " is it thought disgraceful for a man not to 
fight, and not disgraceful not to speak in public ? " John- 
son. " Because there may be other reasons for a man's not 
speaking in public than want of resolution : he may have 
nothing to say (laughing). Whereas, Sir, you know courage 
is reckoned the greatest of all virtues ; because, unless a 
man has that virtue, he has no security for preserving any 
other." 

He observed, that " the statutes against bribery were in- 
tended to prevent upstarts with money from getting into 
parliament : " adding, that " if he were a gentleman of 
landed property, he would turn out all his tenants who did 
not vote for the candidate whom he supported." Langton. 
" Would not that, Sir, be checking the freedom of election?" 
Johnson. " Sir, the law does not mean that the privilege 
of voting should be iadependent of old family interest, of 
the permanent property of the country." 

On Thursday, 6th April, I dined with him at Mr. Thomas 
Davies's, with Mr. Hickey,^ the painter, and my old 
acquaintance Mr. Moody, the player. 

Dr. Johnson, as usual, spoke contemptuously of Colley 
Gibber. " It is wonderful that a man, who for forty years 
had lived with the great and the witty, should have ac- 
quired so ill the talents of conversation : and he had but 
half to furnish ; for one haK of what he said was oaths." 
He, however, allowed Considerable merit to some of his 
comedies, and said there was no reason to believe that 
the "Careless Husband" was not written by himself. 
Davies said, he was the first dramatic writer who introduced 
genteel ladies upon the stage. Johnson refuted his observa- 

* Thomas Hickey, a portrait-painter, living at this time in Tavistock 
Row, Co vent Garden. He afterwards removed to Bath, and is now best 
remembered by a characteristic portrait of his friend Tom Davies, en- 
graved with Hickey's name to it. — P. Cunningham. 
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tion by iustancing several such characters in comedies before 
his time. Daties (trying to defend himself from a charge of 
ignorance). " I mean genteel moral characters." " I thmk," 
said Hickey, "gentility and morality are inseparable." 
BoswELL. " By no means. Sir. The genteelest characters 
are often the most immoral. Does not Lord Chesterfield 
give precepts for uniting wickedness and the graces ? A 
man, indeed, is not genteel when he gets drunk ; but most 
vices may be committed very genteelly: a man may de- 
bauch his friend's wife genteelly : he may cheat at cards 
genteelly." Hickey. "I do not think that is genteel." 
BoswELL. " Sir, it may not be like a gentleman, but it may 
be genteel." Johnson. " You are meaning two different 
things. One means exterior grace ; the other honour. It 
is certain that a man may be very immoral with exterior 
grace. Lovelace, in " Clarissa,' is a very genteel and a very 
wicked character. Tom Hervey, who died t'other day, 
though a vicious man, was one of the genteelest men that 
ever lived." Tom Davies instanced Charles the Second. 
Johnson (taking fire at an attack upon that Prince, for 
whom he had an extraordinary partiality). "Charles the 
Second was licentious in his practice ; but he always had a 
reverence for what was good. Charles the Second knew 
his people, and rewarded merit. The church was at no 
time better filled than in his reign. He was the best king 
we have had from his time till the reign of our present 
Majesty, except James the Second, who was a very good 
king, but unhappily believed that it was necessary for the 
salvation of his subjects that they should be Eoman 
Catholics. He had the merit of endeavouring to do what 
he thought was for the salvation of the souls of his subjects, 
till he lost a great empire. We,' who thought that we 
should not be saved if we were Eoman Catholics, had the 
merit of maintaining our religion, at the expense of sub- 
mitting ourselves to the government of King William, (for 
it could not be done otherwise) — ^to the government of one 
of the most worthless scoundrels that ever existed. No, 
Charles the Second was not such a man as ^ (naming 

^ This story of the virill is told in Walpole's Reminiscences, written 
1788, for the amusement of Miss Mary and Miss Agnes Berry, chap, vi., 
Works, vol. iv., p. 297.— Editor, 
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another king). He did not destroy his father's will. He 
took money, indeed, from France : but he did not betray 
those over whom he ruled : he did not let the French fleet 
pass ours. Greorge the First knew nothing, and desired to 
know nothing ; did nothing, and desired to do nothing ; 
and the only good thing that is told of him is, that he 
wished to restore the crown to its hereditary successor.** 
He roared with prodigious violence against Gheorge the 
Second. When he ceased, Moody interjected, in an 
Irish tone, and with a comic look, " Ah ! poor George the 
Second." 

I mentioned that Dr. Thomas Campbell had come from 
Ireland to London, principally to see Br. Johnson. He 
seemed angry at this observation. Davies. "Why, you 
know. Sir, there came a man from Spain to see Livy ; ^ and 
Corelli came to England to see Purcell,^ and when he heard 
he was dead, went directly back again to Italy." Johnson. 
"I should not have wished to be dead to disappoint 
Campbell, had he been so foolish as you represent him ; but 
I should have wished to have been a hundred miles off." 
This was apparently perverse ; and I do believe it was not 
his real way of thinking : he could not but like a man who 
came so far to see him. He laughed with some com- 
placency, when I told him Campbell's odd expression to 
me concemiag him: "That having seen such a man, was 
a thing to talk of a century hence," — as if he could live 
so long. 

We got into an argument whether the judges who went 
to India might with propriety engage in trade. Johnson 
warmly maintained that they might ; " For why," he urged, 
" should not judges get riches, as well as those who deserve 
them less ? " I said, they should have sufficient salaries, 
and have nothing to take off their attention from the affairs 
of the public. Johnson. "No judge. Sir, can give his 
whole attention to his office ; and it is very proper that he 
should employ what time he has to himself to his own 
advantage, in the most profitable manner." " Then, Sir," 

1 Plin. Epist. Lib. ii. Ep. 3. 

^ Mr. Davies was here mistaken. Corelli never was in England. — 
Bumey, 
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said Davies, who enlivened the dispute by making it some- 
what dramatic, " he may become an insurer ; and when he 
is going to the bench, he may be stopped, — * Your Lordship 
cannot go yet ; here is a bunch of invoices ; several ships 
are about to sail/ " Johnson. " Sir, you may as well say 
a judge should not have a house ; for they may come and 
tell him, * Your Lordship's house is on fire ; ' and so, instead 
of minding the business of his court, he is to be occupied 
in getting the engines with the greatest speed. There is no 
end of this. Every judge who has land trades to a certain 
extent in com or in cattle, and in the land itseK; un- 
doubtedly his steward acts for him, and so do clerks for a 
great merchant. A judge may be a farmer, but he is not 
to feed his own pigs. A judge may play a little at cards for 
his amusement ; but he is not to play at marbles, or chuck 
farthings in the Piazza. No, Sir, there is no profession to 
which a man gives a very great proportion of his time. It 
is wonderful, when a calculation is made, how little the 
mind is actually employed in the discharge of any profession. 
No man would be a judge, upon the condition of being 
totally a judge. The best employed lawyer has his mind 
at work but for a small proportion of his time ; a great deal 
of his occupation is merely mechanical. I once wrote for a 
magazine : I made a calculation, that if I should write but 
a page a day, at the same rate, I should, in ten years, write 
nine volumes in folio, of an ordinary size and print." 
BoswELL. " Such as * Carte's History ? ' " Johnson. " Yes, 
Sir ; when a man writes from his own mind, he writes very 
rapidly.^ The greatest part of a writer's time is spent in 
reading, in order to write ; a man will turn over half a 
library, to make one book." 

I argued warmly against the judges trading, and men- 
tioned Hale as an instance of a perfect judge, who devoted 
himself entirely to his office. Johnson. "Hale, Sir, 
attended to other things besides law ; he left a great estate." 
BoswELL. " That was because what he got accumulated 
without any exertion and anxiety on his part." 

While the dispute went on. Moody once tried to say 

^ Johnson certainly did, who had a mind stored with knowledge, and 
teeming with imagary ; but the observation is not applicable to writers 
in general. 
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sometliing on our side. Tom Davies clapped liim on the 
back, to encourage him. Beanclerk, to whom I mentioned 
this circumstance, said, " that he could not conceive a more 
humiliating situation than to be clapped on the back by 
Tom Davies." 

We spoke of Eolt, to whose " Dictionary of Commerce " 
Dr. Johnson wrote the preface. Johnson. " Old Gardener, 
the bookseller, employed Eolt and Smart to write a monthly 
miscellany, called *The Universal Visitor.' There was a 
formal written contract, which Allen the printer saw. 
Gardener thought as you do of the judge. They were 
bound to write nothing else ; they were to have, I think, a 
third of the profits of his sixpenny pamphlet ; and the con- 
tract was for ninety-nine years. I wish I had thought of 
giving this to Thurlow, in the cause about literary property. 
What an excellent instance would it have been of the 
oppression of booksellers towards poor authors ! " smiling.* 
Davies, zealous for the honour of the trade, said Gardener 
was not properly a bookseller. Johnson. " Nay, Sir ; he 
certainly was a bookseller. He had served his time regu- 
larly, was a member of the Stationers' Company, kept a 
shop in the face of mankind, purchased copyright, and was 
a JMiopoUy Sir, in every sense. I wrote for some months 
in * The Universal Visitor ' for poor Smart, while he was 
mad, not then knowing the terms on which he was engaged 
to write, and thinking I was doing him good. I hoped his 
wits would soon return to him. Mine returned to me, and 
I wrote in * The Universal Visitor ' no longer." 

Friday, 7th April," I dined with him at a tavern, with a 
numerous company.* Johnson. "I have been reading 
* Twiss's Travels in Spain,* which are just come out. They 
are as good as the first book of travels that you will take 
up. They are as good as those of Keysler or Blainville ; 
nay, as Addison's, if you except the learning. They are 

^ There has probably been some mistake as to the terms of this sup- 
posed extraordinary contract, the recital of which from hearsay afforded 
Johnson so much play for his sportive acuteness. Or if it was worded 
as he supposed, it is so strange that I should conclude it was a joke. 
Mr. Gardener, I am assured, was a worthy and liberal man. 

^ At a meeting of the club — Fox being president, and the following 
members present: Beanclerk, Boswell, Chamicr, Gibbon, Johnson^ 
Langton, rercy, Reynolds, Steevens. Records of the Club. — Editor, 
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not 80 good as Brydone's, but they are better than Pococke*s. 
I have not, indeed, cut the leaves yet ; but I have read in 
them where the pa^es are open, and I do not suppose that 
what is in the pages which are closed is worse than what is 
in the open pages. It would seem," he added, "that 
Addison had not acquired much Italian learning, for we do 
not find it introduced into his writings. The only instance 
that I recollect is his quoting, * Stava bene ; per star meglio, 
sto quV " ^ 

I mentioned Addison's having borrowed many of his 
classical remarks from Leandro Alberti.'* Mr. Beauclerk 
said, "It was alleged that he had borrowed also from 
another Italian author." Johnson. "Why, Sir, all who 
go to look for what the classics have said of Italy must 
find the same passages ; and I should think it would be 
one of the first things the Italians would do on the revival 
of learning, to collect all that the Eoman authors have said 
of their country." 

Ossian being mentioned: — Johnson. "Supposing the 
Irish and Erse languages to be the same, which I do not 
believe,^ yet as there is no reason to suppose that the 
inhabitants of the Highlands and Hebrides ever wrote their 
native language, it is* not to be credited that a long poem 
was preserved among them. If we had no evidence of the 
art of writing being practised in one of the counties of 
England, we should not believe that a long poem was 
preserved there, though in the neighbouring counties, where 
the same language was spoken, the inhabitants could write." 

^ Addison, however, does not mention where this celebrated epitaph, 
which has eluded a very diligent inquiry, is found. — Malone. 

I have found it quoted in old Howell. " The Italian saying may be 
well applied to poor England. — *I was well — would be better — -took 
physic — and died.'" — Lett., Jan. 20, 1647. — Croker. 

^ This observation is, as Mr. Markland observes to me, to be found in 
Lord Chesterfield's Letters to his Son : — But if credit is to be given to 
Addison himself, (and who can doubt his veracity?) this supposition 
must be groundless. He expressly says, ^* I have taken care to consider 
particularly the several passages of the ancient poets, which have any 
relation to the places or curiosities I met with ; for, before I entered on 
my voyage, I took care to refresh my memory among the classic authors, 
and to make such collections out of them as I might afterwards have 
occasion for, &c." Preface. — Croker. 

* He was in error — they undoubtedly are. — Croker, 
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Bbatjclbbk. " The ballad of * Lilliburlero * was once in the 
mouths of all the people of this country, and is said to have 
had a great efEect in bringing about the revolution. Yet I 
question whether any body can repeat it now;^ which 
shows how improbable it is that much poetry should be 
preserved by tradition." 

One of the company'* suggested an internal objection to 
the antiquity of the poetry said to be Ossian's, that we do 
not find the wolf in it, which must have been the case had 
it been of that age. 

The mention of the wolf had led Johnson to think of 
other wild beasts ; and while Sir Joshua Eeynolds and Mr. 
Lajigton were carrying on a dialogue about something 
which engaged them earnestly, he, in the midst of it, broke 
out, " Pennant tells of bears." What he added I have for- 
gotten. They went on, which he, being dull of hearing, did 
not perceive, or, if he did, was not willing to break ofE his 
talk ; so he continued to vociferate his remarks, and hear 
(" like a word in a catch," as Beauclerk said) was repeatedly 
heard at intervals ; which coming from him who, by those 
who did not know him, had been so often assimilated to 
that ferocious animal, while we who were sitting round 
could hardly stifle laughter, produced a very ludicrous 
efEect. Silence having ensued, he proceeded: "We are 
told, that the black bear is innocent ; but I should not like 
to trust myself with him." Mr. Gf^ibbon muttered in a low 
tone of voice, " I should not like to trust myself with you,^* 
This piece of sarcastic pleasantry was a prudent resolution, 
if applied to a competition of abilities. 

Patriotism having become one of our topics, Johnson 
suddenly uttered, in a strong determined tone, an apoph- 
thegm, at which many will start : — " Patriotism is the last 
refuge of a scoundrel." ® But let it be considered, that he 

^ Of this celebrated sons, Burnet says, ^* Perhaps never bad so slight 
a thing so great an effect. '° According to Lord Dartmouth, '< there was 
a particular expression in it which the king remembered he had made 
use of to the Earl of Dorset, from whence it was concluded that he was 
the author." The song will be found in Percy's Reliques, vol. ii., p. 376, 
where it is attributed to Lord Wharton. — MarkUmd. 
2 [Dr. Percy probably : see Nichols' Illust., vol. viii., p. 418.] 
' This explosion was uttered at the meeting of the Club, held April 
7, 1775, where there were present those who have been mentioned above 
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did not mean a real and generous love of our country, but 
that pretended patriotism, which so many, in all ages and 
countries, have made a cloak for self-interest. I main- 
tained, that certainly all patriots were not scoundrels. 
Being urged (not by Johnson) to name one exception, I 
mentioned an eminent person,* whom we all greatly ad- 
mired. Johnson. " Sir, I do not say that he is not honest ; 
but we have no reason to conclude from his jwlitical con- 
duct that he is honest. Were he to accept a place from 
this ministry, he would lose that character of firmness 
which he has, and might be turned out of his place in a 
year. This ministry is neither stable, nor grateful to their 
friends, as Sir Eobert Walpole was ; so that he may think 
it more for his interest to take his chance of his party 
coming in." 

Mrs. Pritchard being mentioned, he said, " Her playing 
was quite mechanical. It is wonderful how little mind 
she had. Sir, she had never read the tragedy of Macbeth 
all through. She no more thought of the play out of 
which her part was taken, than a shoemaker thinks of the 
fikin out of which the piece of leather of which he is making 
a pair of shoes is cut." 

On Saturday, April 8, 1 dined with him at Mr. Thrale's, 
where we met the Irish Dr. Campbell. Johnson had supped 
the night before at Mrs. Abington's with some fashionable 
people whom he named ; and he seemed much pleased with 
having made one in so elegant a circle. Nor did he omit 
to pique his mistress a little with jealousy of her house- 
wifery ; for he said, with a smile, " Mrs. Abington*s jelly, 
my dear lady, was better than yours." 

— the name of Mr. Fox being prefixed as President. But the Records 
give also a list of the members who were absent, among whom we find 
the name of Fox. Hence, though this, to use a phrase of Johnson (vol. 
ii., p. 35), was Fox's night, Fox was not present. Nor has Mr. Croker 
any authority, from those Reoords, for his statement, made in a note 
dated 1846, that his place was filled by Gibbon. He seems to have un- 
warrantably inferred this firom Boswell's mention of his whispered 
remark. — Editor. 

' Though Mr. Croker unhesitatingly says '* no doubt Mr. Burke," it 
is open to question whether Johnson would have spoken in this dis- 
paraging, not to say ungenerous, manner of Burke ; at any rate it admits 
of doubt.— ^ai^or. 
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Mrs. Thrale, who frequently practised a coarse mode of 
flattery, by repeating his hon mots in his hearing, told us 
that he had said, a certain celebrated actor * was just fit to 
stand at the door of an auction-room with a long pole, and 
cry, " Pray, gentlemen, walk in ; " and that a certain 
author, upon hearing this, had said, that another still 
more celebrated actor* was fit for nothing better than 
that, and would pick your pocket after you came out. 
Johnson. " Nay, my dear lady, there is no wit in what 
our friend added ; there is only abuse. You may as well 
say of any man that he will pick a pocket. Besides, the 
man who is stationed at the door does not pick people's 
pockets ; that is done within by the auctioneer." 

Mrs. Thrale told us that Tom Davies repeated, in a very 
bald manner, the story of Dr. Johnson's first repartee to 
me, which I have related exactly. He made me say, " I 
was horn in Scotland," instead of " I come from Scotland ; " 
so that Johnson's saying, " That, Sir, is what a great many 
of your countrymen cannot help," had no point, or even 
meaning; and that upon this being mentioned to Mr. 
Fitzherbert, he observed, "It is not every man that can 
carry a hon mot*' 

On Monday, April 10, I dined with him at General 
Oglethorpe's,® with Mr. Langton and the Irish Dr. 

* See CampbelPs Diary (April 8) in Johnsoniana. 

* Certainly Garrick ; the author was perhaps, Murphy : a great friend 
of the Thrales, and who had occasional cUfTerences with Garrick. — 
Croker. 

* Let me here be allowed to pay my tribute of most sincere gratitude 
to the memory of that excellent person, my intimacy with whom was 
the more raluable to me, because my first acquaintance with him was 
unexpected and unsolicited. Soon after the publication of my Account 
of Corsica, he did me the honour to call on me, and approaching me 
with a frank courteous air, said, " My name, Sir, is Oglethorpe, and I 
wish to be acquainted with you." I was not a little flattered to be thus 
addressed by an eminent man, of whom I had read in Pope, from my 
early years, 

" Or, driven by strong benevolence of soul, 
Will fly like Oglethorpe from pole to pole." 

I was fortunate enough to be found worthy of his good opinion, insomuch, 
that I not only was invited to make one in the many respectable com* 
panies whom he entertained at his table, but had a cover at his hospitable 
board every day when I happened to be disengaged 5 and in his society 
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Campbell,' whom the General had obligingly given me leave 
to bring with me. This learned gentleman was thus grati- 
fied with a very high intellectual feast, by not only being in 
company with Dr. Johnson, but with General Oglethorpe, 
who had been so long a celebrated name both at home and 
abroad. 

I must, again and again, entreat of my readers not to 
suppose that my imperfect record of conversation contains 
the whole of what was said by Johnson, or other eminent 
persons who lived with him. What I have preserved, 
however, has the value of the most perfect authenticity. 

He this day enlarged upon Pope's melancholy remark, 
'* Man never t>, but always to he blest." 

He asserted, that the present was never a happy state to 
any human being ; but that, as every part of life, of which 
we are conscious, was at some point of time a period yet to 
come, in which feHcity was expected, there was some hap- 
piness produced by hope. Being pressed on this subject, 
and asked if he really was of opinion, that though, in 
general, happiness was very rare in human life, a man was 
not sometimes happy in the moment that was present, he 
answered, " Never, but when he is drunk." * 

I nerer failed to enjoy learned and animated conrersation, seasoned with 
genuine sentiments of virtue and religion. 

1 On the Irish Dr. Campbell and his relations to Johnson, see Ap- 
pendix to this volume. — Editor. 

^ Mr. Johnson did not like any one who said they were happy, oi who 
said any one else was so. " It was all cant,'* he would cry ; ** the dog 
knows he is miserable all the time." A friend whom he loved ex- 
ceedingly, told him on some occasion, notwithstanding, that his wife's 
sister was realli/ happy, and called upon the lady to connrm his assertion, 
which she did somewhat roundly as we say, and with an accent and 
manner capable of offending Mr. Johnson, if her position had not been 
sufficient, without any thing more, to put him in a rery ill humour, 
** If your sister-in-law is really the contented being she professes herself, 
Sir, said he, ** her life gives the lie to every research of humanity ; for 
she is happy without health, without beauty, without money, aud without 
understanding.'' This story he told me hunself ; and when I expressed 
something of the horror I felt, ** The same stupidity," said he, " which 
prompted her to extol felicity she nerer felt, hindered her from feeling 
what shocks you on repetition. I tell you, the woman is ugly, and 
sickly, and foolish, and poor; aud would it not make a man hang 
himself to hear such a creature say it was happy ? " — Piozsd's Anec- 
dotes, p. 284. 
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He urged General Oglethorpe to give the world his Life. 
He said, " I know no man whose life would be more 
interestipg, K I were furnished with materials, I should 
be very glad to write it." * 

Mr. Scott of AmweU's Elegies were lying in the room. 
Dr. Johnson observed, " They are very well ; but such as 
twenty people might write." Upon this I took occasion to 
controvert Horace's maxim. 



■ mediocribuB esse poetis 



Kon Di, non homines, non concessere cohimnse : " ^ 

for here (I observed) was a very middle-rate poet, who 
pleased many readers, and therefore poetry of a middle 
sort was entitled to some esteem ; nor could I see why 
poetry should not, like everything else, have different gra- 
dations of excellence, and consequently of value. Johnson 
repeated the common remark, that ''as there is no ne- 
cessity for our having poetry at all, it beii^ merely a 
luxury, an instrument of pleasure, it can have no value, 
unless when exquisite in its kind." I declared myself not 
satisfied. "Why, then. Sir," said he, "Horace and you 
must settle it." He was not much in the humour of 
talking. 

No more of his conversation for some days appears in my 
journal, except that when a gentleman told him he had 
bought a suit of lace for his lady, he said, " Well, Sir, you 
have done a good thing and a wise thing." " I have done 
a good thing," said the gentleman, " but I do not know 
that I have done a wise thing." Johnson. " Yes, Sir, no 
money is better spent than what is laid out for domestic 

^ The General seemed unwilling to enter npon it at this time ; but 
upon a subsequent occasion he communicated to me a number of par- 
ticulars, which I hare committed to writing ; but I was not sufficiently 
diligent in obtaining more from him, not apprehending that his frien<» 
were so soon to I5se him ; for, notwithstanding his great age, he was 
veiy healthy and rigorous, and was at last carried off by a riolent fever, 
which is often fatal at any period of life. 

^ It is strange that all the editions should misprint this quotation — 
which should bd, 

Non homines, non Di, non concessere columnss. 

Hor. Art Poet. 373,— Croker, 
II. T 
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satisfactioii. A man is pleased that Ms wife is dressed as 
well as other people; and a wife is pleased that she is 
dressed." » 

On Friday, April 14, being good Friday, I repaired to 
him in the morning, according to my usual custom on that 
djBLj, and breakfasted with him, I observed that he fasted 
very strictly, that he did not even taste bread, and took no 
milk with his tea ; I suppose because it is a kind of animal 
food. 

He entered upon the state of the nation, and thus dis- ' 
coursed : " Sir, the great misfortune now is, that govern- 
ment has too Httle power. All that it has to bestow must 
of necessity be given to support itself ; so that it cannot 
reward merit. No man, for instance, can now be made a 
bishop for his learning and piety ; ^ his only chance for 
promotion is his being connected with somebody who has 
parliamentary interest. Our several ministers in this reign 
have outbid each other in concessions to the people. Lord 
Bute, though a very honourable man, — a man who meant 
well, — a man who had his blood full of prerogative, — ^was 
a theoretical statesman, a book-minister, and thought this 
country could be governed by the influence of the crown 
alone. Then, Sir, he gave up a great deal. He advised 
the king to agree that the judges should hold their places 
for life, instead of losing them at the accession of a new 
king. Lord Bute, I suppose, thought to make the king 
popular by this concession ; but the people never minded 
it; and it was a most impolitic measure. Thei'e is no 
reason why a judge should hold his office for life, more than 

^ From this too just observation there are some eminent exceptions. 

The admission that there are '< eminent exceptions" destroys the 
force of Johnson's complaint. In a constitution of government and 
society like ours, influence, and interest, and connections must have 
some weight in the distribution even of church patronage. Johnson's 
assertion was that they had all the weight, to the uiter exclusion of piety 
and learning. This was, and happily still is, notoriously unjust and 
untrue, for at the very time this rash observation was made, the bench 
was adorned with the names of Warburton, Green, Newton, Lowth, 
Moss, Shipley, Law, Hinchlifie, two Thomases, and Hurd, widi others 
equally respectable but not quite so eminent, all plebeians, and all pro- 
moted for their piety and learning. The truth is, that in no profession 
have there been so many instances of the elevation of men of humble 
origin, but of personal merit, as in the church. — Croker, 
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any other person in public trust. A judge may be partial 
otherwise than to the crown ; we have seen judges partial 
to the populace. A judge may become corrupt, and yet 
there may not be legal evidence against him. A judge may 
become fooward from age. A judge may grow unfit for his 
office in many ways. It was desirable that there should be 
a possibility of being dehvered from him by a new king. 
That is now gone by an act of Parliament ex gratia of the 
crown. Lord Bute advised the king to give up a very large 
sum of money/ for which nobody thanked him. It was of 
consequence to the king, but nothing to the public, among 
whom it was divided. When I say Lord Bute advised, I 
mean, that such acts were done when he was minister, and 
we are to suppose that he advised them. Lord Bute showed 
an undue partiality to Scotchmen. He turned out Dr. 
Nichols,* a very eminent man, from being physician to the 
king, to make room for one of his countrymen, a man very 
low in his profession.* He had «*«**««**** and 
* * * ♦^^ to go on errands for him. He had occasion for 
people to go on errands for him ; but he should not have 
had Scotchmen; and, certainly, he should not have 
suffered them to have access to him before the first people 
in England." 

^ The money arising from the property of the prizes taken before the 
declaration of war, which were g^ven to his Majesty by the peace of 
Paris, and amounted to upwards of £700,000, and from the lands in the 
ceded islands, which were estimated at £200,000 more. Surely, there 
was a noble munificence in this gift from a monarch to his people. And 
let it be remembered, that during the Earl of Bute's administration, the 
king was graciously pleased to giro up the hereditary revenues of the 
crown, and to accept, instead of them, of the limited sum of £800,000 
a year ; upon which Blackstone observes, that " The hereditary re- 
venues, being put under the same management as the other branches of 
the same patrimony, will produce more, and be better collected, than 
heretofore ; and the public is a gainer of upwards of £100,000 per 
annum, by this disinterested bounty of his Majesty." — Com., book L, 
c. viii., p. 330. 

« Frank Nichols, M.D. He was of Exeter College. Died 1778, aet. 80. 
—HalL—Oro&er, 

3 I*robably Dr. Duncan, appointed physician to the king in 1760. — 
Oroker, 

*• Wedderburn, afterwards Chief Justice, Lord Chancellor, Baron 
Loughborough, and Earl of Rosslyn. — Croker, 

* Home, the author of Douglas. — Oroker, 
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I told him, that the admission of one of them before the 
first people in England, which had giyen the greatest 
offence, was no more than what happens at every minister's 
lev^, where those who attend are admitted in the order 
that thej have come, which is better than admitting them 
according to their rank ; for if that were to be the rule, a 
man who has waited all the morning might have the mor- 
tification to see a peer, newly come, go in before him, and keep 
him waiting still. Johnson. " True, Sir; but [Home] should 
not have come to the lev^, to be in the way of people of 
consequence. He saw Lord Bute at all times ; and could 
have said what he had to say at any time, as well as at the 
lev^e. There is now no prime minister : there is only an 
a^ent for goyemment in the House of Commons. We are 
governed by the cabinet ; but there is no one head there 
since Sir Bobert Walpole's time." Boswbll. " What then. 
Sir, is the use of parliament?" Johnson. "Why, Sir, 
parliament is a large council to the king; and the ad- 
vantage of such a council is, having a great number of men 
of property concerned in the legislature, who, for their own 
interest, will not consent to bad laws. And you must have 
observed, Sir, the administration is feeble and timid, and 
cannot act with that authority and resolution which is 
necessary. Were I in power, I would turn out every man 
who dared to oppose me. Government has the distribution 
of offices, that it may be enabled to maintain its authority.'* 

"Lord Bute," he added, " took down too fast, without 
building up something new." Boswbll. "Because, Sir, 
he found a rotten building. The political coach was 
drawn by a set of bad horses : it was necessary to change 
them." Johnson. "But he should have changed them 
one by one." 

I told him I had been informed by Mr. Orme, that many 
parts of the East Indies were better mapped than the 
Highlands of Scotland. Johnson. " That a country may 
be mapped, it must be travelled over." " Nay, said I,^ 
meaning to laugh with him at one of his prejudices, " can't 
you say, it is not worth mapping ? " 

As we walked to St. Clement's church, and saw several 
shops open upon this most solemn fast-day of the Christian 
world, I remarked, that one disadvantge arising from the 
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immensity of London was, tliat nobody was heeded by bis 
neighbour ; there was no fear of censure for not obsenring 
Oood Friday, as it ought to be kept, and as it is kept in 
country towns. He said, it was, upon the whole, very well 
observed even in London. He however owned that London 
was too large ; but added, " It is nonsense to say the head 
is too big for the body. It would be as much too big, 
though the body were ever so large ; that is to say, though 
the country were ever so extensive. It has no siniilarity to 
a head connected with a body." 

Dr. Wetherell, master of the University College, Oxford, 
accompanied us home from church; and after he was 
gone, there came two other gentlemen, one of whom uttered 
the common-place complaints, that by the increase of taxes, 
labour would be dear, other nations would undersell us, 
and our commerce would be ruined. Johhson (smiling). 
" Never fear. Sir ; our commerce is in a very good state ; 
and suppose we had no commerce at all, we could Hve very 
well on the produce of our own country." I cannot omit 
to mention, tiiat I never knew any man who was less disposed 
to be querulous than Johnson. Whether the subject was his 
own situation, or the state of the pubhc, or the state of 
human nature in general, though he saw the evils, his mind 
was turned to resolution, and never to whining or complaint. 

He went again to St. Clement's in the afternoon. He 
had found fault with the preacher in the morning for not 
choosing a text adapted to the day. The preacher in the 
afternoon had chosen one extremely proper : " It is finished." 

After the evening service, he said, " Come, you shall go 
home with me, and sit just an hour." But he was better 
than his word; for after we had drunk tea with Mrs. 
Williams, he asked me to go up to his study with him, 
where we sat a long while together in a serene undisturbed 
frame of mind, sometimes in silence, and sometimes con- 
versing, as we felt ourselves inclined, or more properly 
speaking, as he was inclined ; for during all the course of 
my long intimacy with him, my respedful attention never 
abated, and my wish to hear him was such, that I con- 
stantly watched every dawning of commimication from 
that great and illuminated mind. 

He observed, " All knowledge is of itself of some value. 
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There is nothing so minute or inconsiderable, that I would 
not rather know it than not. In the same manner, all 
power, of whatever sort, is of itself desirable. A man 
would not submit to learn to hem a ruffle of his wife, or 
his wife's maid : but if a mere wish could attain it, he 
would rather wish to be able to hem a ruffle." 

He again advised me to keep a journal ivHj and minutelj, 
but not to mention such trifles as that meat was too much 
or too little done, or that the weather was fair or rainy. 
He had till very near his death a contempt for the notion 
that the weather affects the human frame. 

I told him that our friend Goldsmith had said to me 
that he had come too late into the world, for that Pope 
and other poets had taken up the places in the Temple of 
Eame ; so that as but a few at any period can possess 
poetical reputation, a man of genius can now hardly acquire 
it. Johnson. ** That is one of the most sensible thi^s I 
have ever heard of Goldsmith. It is difficult to get literary 
fame, and it is every day growing more difficult. Ah, Sir, 
that should make a man think of securing happiness in 
another world, which all who try sincerely for may attain. 
In comparison of that, how little are all oilier things ! The 
belief of immortality is impressed upon all men, and all 
men act under an impression of it, however they may talk, 
and though, perhaps, they may be scarcely sensible of it." 
I said, it appeared to me that some people had not the 
least notion of immortality; and I mentioned a distin- 
guished gentleman of our acquaintance. Johnson. " Sir» 
it it were not for the notion of immortality, he would cut 
a throat to All his pockets." When I quoted this to Beau- 
clerk, who knew much more of the gentleman than we did, 
he said, in his acid manner, ** He would cut a throat to fill 
his pockets, if it were not for fear of being hanged." 

Ihr. Johnson proceeded: " Sir, there is a great cry about 
infidelity : but there are, in reality, very few infidels. I 
have heard a person, originally a Quaker, but now, I am 
afraid, a Deist, say, that he did not believe there were, in 
all England, above two hundred infidels." 

He was pleased to say, " If you come to settle here, we 
will have one day in the week on which we will meet by 
ourselves. That is the happiest conversation where there 
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is no competitioii, no vanity, but a calm quiet interchange 
of sentiments." In his private register this evening is thus 
marked, *' Boswell sat with me till night ; we had some 
serious talk." ^ It also appears from the same record, that 
after I left him he was occupied in religious duties, in 
" giving Prancis, his servant, some directions for prepara- 
tion to communicate ; in reviewing his life, and resolving 
on better conduct."* The humility and piety which he 
discovers on such occasions is truly edifying, No saint, 
however, in the course of his rel^ous warfare, was more 
sensible of the unhappy failure of pious resolves than 
Johnson. He said one day, talking to an acquaintance on 
the subject, " Sir, hell is paved with good intentions." ' 

On Sunday, 16th April, being Easter-day, after having 
attended the solemn service at St. Paul's, I dined with Dr. 
Johnson and Mrs. Williams. I maintained that Horace 
was wrong in placing happiness in NU admiroH, for that I 
thought admiration one of the most agreeable of all our 
feelings ; and I regretted that I had lost much of my dis- 
position to admire, which people generally do as they 
advance in life. Johnson. ''Sir, as a man advances in 
life, he gets what is better than admiration, — judgment, to 
estimate things at their true value." I still insisted that 
admiration was more pleasing than judgment, as love is 
more pleasing than friendship. The f eeluig of friendship 
is like that of being comfortably filled with roast beef; 
love, like being enlivened with champagne. Johnson. 
" No, Sir ; admiration and love are like being intoxicated 

^ Prayers and Meditations, p. 137. 

* "Easter Eve, April 15, 1775. — I rose more early than is common, 
after a night disturbed by flatulencies, though I had taken so little. I 
prayed, but my mind was unsettled, and I did not fix upon the book. 
After the bread and tea, I trifled, and about three ordered coffee and 
buns for my dinner. I find more faintness and uneasiness in fasting 
than I did formerly. — ^While coffee was preparing. Collier came in, a 
man whom I had not seen for more than twenty years, but whom I con- 
sulted about Macky's books. We talked of old friends and past occur- 
rences, and eat and drank togetlier. I then read a little in the Testa- 
ment, and tried Fiddes's Body of Divinity, but did not settle. I then 
went to evening prayer, and was tolerably composed." Ibid,, p. 139. 

' This is a proverbial sentence. '' Hell," says Herbert, " is full of 
ffood meanings and wishings."— t/ocw^a Frudentum, p. 11, edit. 1651. — 
Malcne^ 
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with champagne; judgment and friendship like heing 
enlivened. Waller has hit upon the same thought with 
you : ^ but I don't beheve you have borrowed from Waller. 
I wish you would enable yourself to borrow more." 

Hid then took occasion to enlarge on the advantages of 
reading, and combated the idle superficial notion, that 
knowledge enough may be acquired in conversation. *' The 
foundation/' said he, '* must be laid by reading. General 
principles jnust be had from books, which, however, must 
be brought to the test of real life. In conversation you 
never get a system. What is said upon a subject is to be 
gatherod from a hundred people. The parts of a truth, 
which a man gets thus, are at such a distance from each 
other that he never attains to a fuU view." 



TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ.* 

''April 17, 1775. 

'' Deab Sib, 

" I have inquired more minutely about the medicine for 
the rheumatism, which I am sorry to hear that you still want. 
The receipt is this : — 

'* Take equal quantities of flour of sulphur and flour of mustard- 
seed, make them an electuary with honey or treacle ; and take a 
bolus as big as a nutmeg several times a day, as you can bear it ; 
drinking after it a quarter of a pint of the infusion of the root of 
lovage. 

** Lovage, in Ray*s ' Nomenclature,* is levisticum : perhaps the 
botanists may know the Latin name. Of this medicine I pre- 
tend not to judge. There is all the appearance of its eflicacy, 

1 « Amoret*s as sweet and good 

As the most delicious food ; 
Which but tasted does impart ' 

Life and gladness to the heart 

<< Sacharissa's beauty's wine. 
Which to madness does incline ; 
Such a liquor as no brain 
That is mortal can sustain." 

* First inserted in the third edition, vol. ii., p. 3^7 .—Editor, 
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which a single instance can afford : the patient wad very old, the 
pain very Tiolent, and the relief, I think, sp^y and lasting. 

" Mj opinion of alterative medicine is not high, but quid ten" 
tasse nocebit f if it does harm, or does no good, it maybe omitted ; 
but that it may do good, yon have, I hope, reason to think is 
desired by, Sir, your most affectionate, humble^ servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

On Tuesday, April 18, be and I were engaged to go with 
Sir Josbua Beynolds to dine with Mr. Cambridge, at his 
beautiful villa on the banks of the Thames, near Twicken- 
ham.^ Dr. Johnson's tardiness was such, that Sir Joshua, 
who had an appointment at Bichmond early in the day, 
was obliged to go by himself on horseback, leaving his 
coach to Johnson and me. Johnson was in such good 
spirits, that every thing seemed to please him as we drove 
along. 

Our conversation turned on a variety of subjects. He 
thought portrait-painting an improper employment for a 
woman.'' " Public practice of any art," he observed, " and 
staring in men's faces, is very indelicate in a female." I 
happened to start a question, whether when a man knows 
that some of his intimate friends are invited to the house 
of another friend, with whom they are all equally intiniate, 
he may join them without an invitation. Johnson. " No, 
Sir ; he is not to go when he is not invited. They may be 
invited on purpose to abuse him," smiling. 

As a curious instance how little a man knows, or wishes 
to know, his own character in the world, or rather as a 
convincing proof that Johnson's roughness was only ex- 
ternal, and did not proceed from, his heart, I insert the 
following dialogue. Johnson. " It is wonderful, Sir, how 
rare a quality good-humour is in life. We meet with very 
few good-humoured men.* * I mentioned four of our friends, 

^ After the death of Richard Owen Cambridge, Sept. 17, 1802, this 
villa passed to his son, George Owen Cambridge, Archdeacon of 
Middlesex, who died in 1841 : but nltimately came into the possession of 
Henry Bevan, Esq.| whose daughter was married to Lord John Chichester, 
its present owner and occupant. Abridged from Ber. K. S. Cobbett's 
Memorials of Twickenham, 1872. — Editor. 

^ This topic was probably suggested to them by Miss Beynolds, who 
practised that art. — Croker. 
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none of whom he would allow to he good-humoured.* One 
was dcid, another was muddy, and to others he had ohjec* 
tions which have escaped me. Then B>in.THTig liis head and 
stretching himself at ease in the coach, and smiling with 
much complacency, he turned to me and said, " I look upon 
myself as a good-humoured fellow." The epithet fellow, 
applied to the great lexicographer, the stately moralist, the 
masterly critic, as if it had been 8cMn Johnson, a mere 
pleasant companion, was highly diverting ; and this light 
notion of himself struck me with wonder. I answered, 
also smiling, "No, no, Sir; that will not do. You are 
good-natured, but not good-humoured ; you are irascible. 
You have not patience with folly and absurdity. I believe 
you woidd pardon them, if there were time to deprecate 
your vei^eance; but punishment follows so quick after 
sentence, that they cannot escape." 

I had brought with me a great bundle of Scotch maga- 
zines and newspapers, in which his "Journey to the 
Western Islands " was attacked in every mode ; and I read 
a great part of them to him, knowing they would afford 
him entertainment. I wish the writers of them had been 
present ; they would have been sufficiently vexed. One 
ludicrous imitation of his style, by Mr. Maclaurin, now one 
of the Scotch judges, with the title of Lord Dreghom, was 
distinguished by him from the rude mass.^ " This," said 
he, "is the best. But I could caricature my own style 
much better myself." He defended his remark upon the 
general insufficiency of education in Scotland ; and con- 
firmed to me the authenticity of his witty saying on the 
learning of the Scotch — " Their learning is like bread in a 
besieged town ; every man gets a little, but no man gets a 
full meal." " There is." said he, " in Scotland, a diffusion 
of learning, a certain portion of it widely and thinly spread. 
A merchant has as much learning as one of their clergy." 

He talked of Isaac Walton's lives, which was one of 
his most favourite books. Dr. Donne's life, he said, was 

* The acid was Beanclerk. The muddt/y I fear, was the gende 
Langton. — CroTcer, 

* The curious reader may find this burlesque piece in the Works of 
the late John Maclaurin, Esq., of Dreghom, one of the senators of the 
College of Justice, vol. i., pp. 29-31. Edinburgh, 1798.— fiitYor. 
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the most perfect of them. He observed, that ''it wa» 
wonderful that Walton, who was in a very low situation of 
life, should have been familiarly received by so many great 
men, and that at a time when the ranks of society were 
kept more separate than they are now." He supposed that 
Walton had then given up his business as a linendraper and 
sempster, and was only an author ; ' and added, ** that ho 
was a great panegyrist." Boswell. " No quality will get 
a man more friends than a disposition to admire the qualities- 
of others. I do not mean flattery, but a sincere admira- 
tion." Johnson. " Nay, Sir, flattery pleases very generally. 
In the first place, the flatterer may think what he says to 
be true ; but, in the second place, whether he thinks so or 
not, he certainly thinks those whom he flatters of conse- 
quence enough to be flattered." 

No sooner had we made our bow to Mr. Cambridge, in 
his library, than Johnson ran eagerly to one side of the 
room, intent on poring over the backs of the books.^ Sir 
Joshua observed (aside), " He runs to the books as I do to 
the pictures ; but I have the advantage. I can see much 
more of the pictures than he can of the books." Mr. Cam- 
bridge, upon this, politely said, " Dr. Johnson, I am going,, 
with your pardon, to accuse myseK, for I have the same 
custom which I perceive you have. But it seems odd that 

^ Jolmson's conjecture was erroneous. Walton did not retire from 
business till 1643. But in 1664, Dr. King, Bishop of Chichester, in a. 
letter prefixed to his Lives, mentions his having been familiarly ac> 
quainted with him for forty years ; and in 1631 he was so intimate with 
Ih*. Donne, that he was one of the fidends who attended him on his 
death-bed. — J, Boswell, jun. 

And, as Mr. Markland observes to me, Walton's condition in life was. 
not very low ; he was in a respectable line of business, and was well de- 
scended, and well allied : his mother was niece to Archbishop Cranmer, 
and his wife was the sister of Bishop Ken. But it seems to me that 
Johnson confounds distinction witii separation of ranks. Literature has 
always been. a passport into higher society. Walton was received, as 
Johnson himself was a century later, not on a footing of personal or 
political equality, but of social and literary intercourse. — Oroker. 

' The first time he dined with me, he was shown into my book room^ 
and instantly pored over the lettering of each volume within his reach. 
My collection of books is very miscellaneous, and I feared there might be 
some among them that he would not like. But seeing the number of 
volumes very considerable, he said, '< You are an honest man to have 
formed so great an accumulation of knowledge." — Bwmey, 
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one should hare such a desire to look at the backs of 
books." Johnson, ever ready for contest, instantly started 
from his reverie, wheeled about and answered, ** Sir, the 
reason is yerj plain. Knowledge is of two Idnds. We 
know a subject ourselyes, or we know where we can find 
information upon it. When we inquire into any subject, 
the first thing we have to do is to know what books have 
treated of it. This leads us to look at catalogues, and the 
backs of books in libraries." Sir Joshua observed to me 
the extraordinary promptitude with which Johnson flew 
upon an argument. ''Yes," said I, "he has no formal 
preparation, no flourishing with his sword ; he is through 
your body in an instant." 

Johnson was here solaced with an elegant entertainment, 
a very accomplished family, and much good company; 
among whom was Mr. Harris of Salisbury,^ who paid hun 
many compliments on his "Journey to the Western 
Islands." 

The common remark as to the utility of reading history 
being made; — Johnson. "We must consider how very 
little history there is; I mean real authentic history. 
That certain kings reigned, and certain battles were fought, 
we can depend upon as true ; but all the colouring, all the 
philosophy of history is conjecture." Boswbll. "Then, 
Sir, you would reduce aU history to no better than an 
almanac, a mere chronological series of remarkable events." " 
Mr. Gibbon, who must at that time have been employed 
upon his history, of which he published the first volume in 
ttie following year, was present ; but did not step forth in 
defence of that species of writing. He probably did not 
like to trust himself with Johnson. 

Johnson observed, that the force of our early habits was 
80 great, that though reason approved, nay, though our 

' Harris was verj intimate with Richard Owen Cambridge, and spent 
much of his time at Twickenham. See the works of B. O. Cambridge, 
Lond., 1803, p. 56.— Editor. 

^ Mr. (afterwards Lord) Plnnket made a great sensation in the House 
of Commons (Feb. 28, 1825), by saying that history if not judiciously 
read was '* no better than an old almanack,'^ — ^whichMercier had already 
said in his Nouveau Tableau de Paris — *' Malet du Fan's and such-like 
histories of the revolution are no better than an old almanaek.*' Boswell^ 
we see, had anticipated both. — Croker. 
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senses relished a different course, almost every man re- 
turned to them. I do not beUeve there is any observation 
upon human nature better founded than this; and in 
many cases, it is a very painful truth ; for where early 
habits have been mean and wretched, the joy and elevation 
resulting from better modes of life must be damped by the 
gloomy consciousness of being under an almost inevitable 
doom to sink back into a situation which we recollect with 
disgust. It surely may be prevented, by constant attention 
and unremitting exertion to establish contrary habits of 
superior efficacy. 

" The Beggar's Opera," and the common question, wheth^ 
it was pernicious in its effects, having been introduced ; — 
Johnson. "As to this matter, which has been very much 
contested, I myself am of opinion, that more influence has 
been ascribed to * The Beggar's Opera ' than it in reality 
ever had ; for I do not believe that any man was ever 
made a rogue by being present at its representation. At 
the same time I do not deny that it may have some in- 
• fluence, by making the character of a rogue familiar, and 
in some degree pleasing." ^ Then collecting himself, as it 
were, to give a heavy stroke : " There is in it such a hhe^ 
factcUion of all principles as may be injurious to morality." 

While he pronounced this response, we sat in a comical 
sort of restraint, smothering a laugh, which we were afraid 
might burst out. In his " Life of Gay," he has been still 
more decisive as to the inefficiency of "The Beggar's 
Opera" in corrupting society. But I have ever thought 
somewhat differently ; for, indeed, not only are the gaiety 
and heroism of a highwayman very captivating to a youth- 
ful imagination, but the arguments for adventurous depre- 

* A very eminent physician, whose discernment is as acute and pene- 
trating in judging of the human character as it is in his own profession, 
remarked once at a club where I was, that a lively young man, fond of 
pleasure, and without money, would hardly resist a solicitation from his 
mistress to go upon the highway, immediately after being present at the 
representation of The Beggar's Opera. I have been told of an ingenious 
observation by Mr. Gibbon, that *' The Beggar's Opera may, perhaps, 
have sometimes increased the number of highwaymen; but that it has 
had a beneficial effect in refining that class of men, making them less 
ferocious, more ptilite, in short more like gentlemen. * Upon which Mr. 
Cburtenay said, that *' Gay was the Orpheus of highwaymen." 
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dation are so plausible, the allusions so liyelj, and the 
•contrasts with the ordinary and more painful modes of 
.acquiring property are so artfully displayed* that it requires 
a cool and strong judgment to resist so imposing an aggre- 
gate : yet, I own, I should be very sorry to have " The 
Beggar's Opera ** suppressed ; for there is in it so much of 
real London life, so much brilliant wit, and such a variety 
of airs, which, from early association of ideas, engage, 
soothe, and enliven the mind, that no performance which 
the theatre exhibits delights me more. 

The late " worthy " Duke of Queensbury,^ as Thomson, 
in his " Seasons," justly characterises him, told me, that 
when Gay showed him "The Beggar's Opera," his Grace's 
observation was, " This is a very odd thing. Gay ; I am 
.satisfied that it is either a very good thing, or a very bad 
thing." It proved the former, beyond the warmest ex- 
pectations of the author, or his friends. Mr. Cambridge, 
however, showed us to-day, that there was good reason 
-enough to doubt concerning its success. He was told by 
Quin, that during the first night of its appearance it was 
long in a very dubious state; that there was a disposition 
to danm it, and that it was saved by the song, 

" Oh ponder well I be not severe ! " 

the audience being much affected by the innocent looks of 
Polly, when she came to those two lines, which exhibit at 
once a painful and ridiculous image, 

" For on the rope that hangs my dear, 
Depends poor Polly's life." " 

Quin himself had so bad an opinion of it, that he refused 
the part of Captaui Macheath, and gave it to Walker, who 
acquired great celebrity by his grave yet animated perf or- 
:mance of it. 

We talked of a young gentleman's marriage' with an 

^ The third Duke of Queensbnrj, and second Duke of Dover ; the 
patron of Gay and Thomson. He died in 1778, in the 80th year of hie 
4ige. — Croker. 

* The words ''the audience,'* &c., are an addition introduced in the 
■third edition, vol. i, p. 374. 

' Richard Brinsley Sheridan's with Miss Linley, which took place 13th 
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•eminent singer, and his determination that she should no 
longer sing in public, though his father was very earnest 
she should, because her talents would be liberally rewarded, 
•so as to make her a good fortune. It was questioned 
whether the young gentleman, who had not a shilling in 
the world, but was blest with very uncommon talents, was 
not foolishly delicate or foolishly proud, and his father 
truly rational without being mean. Johnson, with all the 
high spirit of a Eoman senator, exclaimed, " He resolved 
wisely and nobly, to be sure. He is a brave man. Would 
not a gentleman be disgraced by having his wife singing 
publicly for hire? No, Sir, there can be no doubt here. I 
know not if I should not pr&pare myself for a pubhc singer, 
as readily as let my wife be one." 

Johnson arraigned the modem politics of this country, 
as entirely devoid of all principle of whatever kind. 
" Politics," said he, " are now nothing more than means of 
rising in the world. With this sole view do men engage 
in politics, and their whole conduct proceeds upon it. How 
different in that respect is the state of the nation now from 
what it was in the time of Charles the First, during the 
Usurpation, and after the Eestoration, in ih.Q time of 
Charles the Second. 'Hudibras' affords a strong proof 
how much hold political principles had then upon the 
minds of men. There is in ' Hudibras ' a great deal of 
bullion which will always last. But, to be sure, the 
brightest strokes of his wit owed their force to the impres- 
sion of the characters, which was upon men's minds at the 
time ; to their knowing them, at table and in the street ; 
in short, being familiar with them ; and above all, to his 
satire being directed against those whom a little while 
before they had hated and feared. The nation in general 
has ever been loyal, has been at all times attached to the 

April, 1773. At the time of the marriage she was under an engagement 
to the Worcester Music Meeting, which Sheridan was, with great diffi- 
citlty, persuaded by the Directors to allow her to fulfil ; but the sum she 
received was eiven to the charity. Her singing at Oxford, at the instal- 
lation of Lord North, as Chancellor, in 1773, was, as Dr. Hall told me, 
put on the footing of obliging his Lordship and the University \ and 
when, on that occasion, several degrees were conferred, in the academic 
form of ** honoris causd^' Lord North slyly observed, that Sheridan 
should have a degree ** uxoria causd^ but he had not. — Croker. 
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monarch, though a few daring rebels have been wonder* 
fully powerful for a time. The murder of Charles the 
First was undoubtedly not committed with the approbation 
or consent of the people. Had that been the case, parlia* 
ment would not have ventured to consign the regicides to 
their deserved punishment. And we know what exuberance 
of joy there was when Charles the Second was restored. 
If Charles the Second had bent all his mind to it, had 
made it his sole object, he might have been as absolute aa 
Louis the Fourteenth." A gentleman observed, he would 
have done no harm if he had. Johnson. "Why, Sir, 
absolute princes seldom do any harm. But they who are 
governed by them are governed by chance. There is no 
security for good government." Cahbbidge. "There 
have been many sad victims to absolute government.'^ 
Johnson. " So, Sir, have there been to popular factions.'^ 
BoswsLL. "The question is, which is worst, one wild 
beast or many? " 

Johnson praised " The Spectator," particularly the dia- 
racter of Sir Eoger de Coverley. He said, " Sir Boger did 
not die a violent death, as has been generally fancied. He 
was not killed ; he died only because others were to die, 
and because his death afforded an opportunity to Addison 
for some very fine writing. We have the example of 
Cervantes making Don Quixote die. I never could see 
why Sir Eoger is represented as a little cracked. It appears 
to me that the story of the widow was intended to have 
something superinduced upon it ; but the superstructure 
did not come." 

Somebody found fault with writing verses in a dead 
language, maintaining that they were merely arrangements 
of so many words, and laughed at the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge, for sending forth collections of 
them, not only in Greek and Latin, but even in Syriac, 
Arabic, and other more unknown tongues/ Johnson. " I 

* " In foreign universities, 

When a king's bom, or weds, or dies, 
Straight other studies are laid by, 
And all apply to poetry ; 
Some write in Hebrew, some in Greek, 
And some (more wise) in Arabic, 
T' avoid the critic and th' expense 
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would have as many of these as possible ; I would have 
verses in every language that there are the means of ac- 
quiring. Nobody imagines that an university is to have 
at once two hundred poets : but it should be able to show 
two hundred scholars. Peiresc's^ death was lamented, I 
think, in forty languages. And I would have had at every 
coronation, and every death of a king, every Gaudium, and 
every Lucius, university- verses, in as many languages as 
can be acquired. I would have the world be thus told, 
* Here is a school where every thing may be learnt.' " 

Having set out next day on a visit to the Earl of Pem- 
broke, at Wilton, and to my friend Mr. Temple, at Mam- 
head, in Devonshire, and not having returned to town till 
the 2nd of May, I did not see Dr. Johnson for a con- 
siderable time, and during the remaining part of my stay 
in London kept very imperfect notes of his conversation, 
which had I according to my usual custom written out at 
large soon after the time, much might have been preserved, 
which is now irretrievably lost. I can now only record 
some particular scenes, and a few fragments of his memora- 
hilia. But to make some amends for my relaxation of 
diligence in one respect, I can present my readers with 
arguments upon two law cases, with which he favoured me. 

On Saturday, the 6th of May, we dined by ourselves at 
the Mitre, and he dictated to me what follows, to obviate 
the complaint already mentioned ^ which had been made 
in the form of an action in the Court of Session by Dr. 
Memis, of Aberdeen, that in the same translation of a 
charter in which physiciuns were mentioned, he was called 
Doctor of Medicine. 

" There are but two reasons for which a physician can decline 
the title of Doctor of Medicine — because he supposes himself 
disgraced by the doctorship, or supposes the doctorship disgraced 

Of difficulter wit and sense, 

And seem more leamedish than those 

That at a greater charge compose.^ — Butler. 

P. Cunningham, 
^ This learned Erenchman was horn in 1580, and died 1637. His 
Life, written in Latin by Gassendi, was translated into English by Br. 
Hand, and dedicated to Evelyn. — Wright. 

• See p. 271 of this volume. 

n. z 
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by himself. To be disgraced bj a title which he shares in 
common with every illustrious name of his profession, with Boer- 
haave, with Arbuthnot, and with Cullen, can surely diminish no 
man s reputation. It is, I suppose, to the doctorate, from which 
he shrinks, that he owes his right of practising physic. A doctor 
of medicine is a physician under the protection of the laws, and 
by the stamp of authority. The physician who is not a doctor 
usurps a profession, and is authorized only by himself to decide 
upon health and sickness, and life and death. That this gentle- 
man is a doctor, his diploma makes evident ; a diploma not ob- 
truded upon him, but obtained by solicitation, and for which fees 
were paid. With what countenance any man can refuse the title 
which he has either begged or bought, is not easily discovered. 

" All verbal injury must comprise in it either some false position, 
or some unnecessary declaration of defamatory truth. That in 
calling him doctor, a false appellation was given him, he himself 
will not pretend, who at the same time that he complains of the 
title would be offended if we supposed him to be not a doctor. If 
the title of doctor be a defamatory truth, it is time to dissolve 
our colleges; for why should the public give salaries to men 
whose approbation is reproach ? It may likewise deserve the 
notice of the public to consider what help can be given to the 
professors of physic, who all share with this unhappy gentleman 
the ignominious appellation, and of whom the very boys in the 
street are not afraid to say. There goes the doctor. 

" What is implied by the term doctor is well known. It dis- 
tinguishes him to whom it is granted, as a man who has attained 
such knowledge of his profession as qualifies him to instruct others. 
A doctor of law is a man who can form lawyers by his precepts. 
A doctor of medicine is a man who can teach the art of curing 
diseases. This is an old axiom which no man has yet thought fit 
to deny. Nil dot quod non hahet Upon this principle to be doctor 
implies skill, for nemo docet quod non didicit. In England, who- 
ever practises physic, not being a doctor, must practise by licence : 
but the doctorate conveys a licence in itself. 

** By what accident it happened that he and the other physicians 
were mentioned in different terms, where the terms themselves 
were equivalent, or where in effect that which was applied to him 
was the most honourable, perhaps they who wrote the paper 
cannot now remember. Had they expected a lawsuit to have been 
the consequence of such petty variation, I hope they would have 
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avoided it.^ But, probably, as tbej meant no ill, tbey suspected 
no danger, and, therefore, consulted onlj what appeared to them 
h propriety or convenience.'* 

A few days afterwards, I consulted him upon a cause, 
Paterson cmd others against Alexander and others, which 
had been decided by a casting vote in the Court of Session, 
determining that the corporation of Stirling was corrupt, 
and setting aside the election of some of their ofGlcers, 
because it was proved that three of the leading men who 
influenced the majority had entered into an unjustifiable 
compwst, of which, however, the majority were ignorant. 
He dictated to me after a little consideration, the following 
sentences upon the subject. 

"There is a difference between majority and superiority: 
majority is applied to number, and superiority to power; and 
power, like many other things, is to be estimated nan numero sed 
pondere. Now though the greater number is not corrupt, the 
greater weight is corrupt, so that corruption predominates in the 
borough, taken collectively, though, perhaps, taken numerically, 
the greater part may be uncorrupt. That borough, which is so 
constituted as to act corruptly, is in the eye of reason corrupt, 
whether it be by the uncontrollable power of a few, or by an 
accidental pravity of the multitude. The objection, in which is 
urged the injustice of making the innocent suffer with the guilty, 
is an objection not only against society, but against the possibility 
of society. All societies, great and small, subsist upon this con- 
dition ; that as the individuals derive advantages from union, they 
may Hkewise suffer inconveniences ; that as those who do nothing, 
and sometimes those who do ill, will have the honours and emolu- 
ments of general virtue and general prosperity, so those likewise 
who do nothing, or perhaps do well, must be involved in the 
consequences of predominant corruption." 

This, in my opinion, was a very nice case ; but the decision 
was affirmed in the House of Lords. 

On Monday, May 8, we went together and visited the 

' In justice to Dr. Memis, though I was against him as an adyocate, 
I must mention that he objected to the variation very earnestly, before 
the translation was printed off. 
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manBions of Bedlam.^ I had been informed that he had 
once been there before with Mr. Wedderbume (now Lord 
Loughborough), Mr. Murphy, and Mr. Foote ; and I had 
heard Foote give a very entertaining account of Johnson's 
happening to have his attention arrested by a man who 
was very furious, and who, while beating his straw, sup- 
posed it was William, Duke of Cumberland, whom he was 
punishing for his cruelties in Scotland, in 1746.* There 
was nothing peculiarly remarkable this day: but the 
general contemplation of insanity was very affecting. I 
accompanied him home, and dined and drank tea with him. 

Talking of an acquaintance of ours,® distinguished for 
knowing an uncommon variety of miscellaneous articles 
both in antiquities and polite literature, he observed, ** You 
know. Sir, he runs about with little weight upon his mind." 
And talking of another very ingenious gentleman,* who, 
from the warmth of his temper, was at variance with many 
of his acquaintance, and wished to avoid them, he said, 
" Sir, he lives the life of an outlaw.'* 

On Friday, May 12, as he had been so good as to assign 

^ Old Bedlam was one of the sights of London, like the Abbey and the 
Tower, (See Tatler, No. 70). The public were admitted for a small fee 
to perambulate long galleries into which the cells opened (these Boswell 
calls the mansions), and even to converse with the maniacs. '' To gratify 
the curiosity of a country friend, I accompanied him a few weeks ago to 
Bedlam. It was in the Easter week, when, to mj great surprise, I found 
a hundred people at least, who, having paid their twopence apiece, were 
suffered, unattended, to run rioting up and down the wards, making 
sport and diversion of the miserable inhabitants,'* &c. — The World, 
No. 23, June 7, 1753. See also Plate 8 of Hogarth's Bake*s Progress, 
where two lady visitors seem to have been admitted into the cell of the 
maniacs. — Croker, 

* My very honourable friend, General Sir Georp^e Howard, who served 
in the Duke of Cumberland's army, has assured me that the cruelties 
were not imputable to his Royal Highness. 

On the morning of the battle of Culloden, Lord Greorge Murray, the 
chief of the Pretender's staff, issued an order to give no quarter to the 
royal forces. The Jacobites affected to say that this was the act of the 
individual and not of the Prince or his party \ but it is undeniable that 
such a general order was given, and that it became the excuse, though 
certainly not a justification, of the severities which followed the battle 
on the part of the conquerors. — Croker. 

» Probably Dr. Percy,— C>oA«-. 

* No doubt Mr. George Steevens. — Croker. 
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me a room in his house, where I might sleep occasionally, 
when I happened to sit with him to a late hour, I took 
possession of it this night, found every thing in excellent 
order, and was attended hy honest Francis with a most 
civil assiduity. I asked Johnson whether I might go to a 
consultation with another lawyer upon Sunday, as that 
appeared to me to be doing work as much in my way, as if 
an artisan should work on the day appropriated for re- 
ligious rest. Johnson. " Why, Sir, when you are of con- 
sequence enough to oppose the practice of consulting upon 
Sunday, you should do it ; but you may go now. It is not 
criminal, though it is not what one should do, who is 
anxious for the preservation and increase of piety, to which 
a peculiar observance of Sunday is a great help. The 
distinction is clear between what is of moral and what is 
of ritual obligation." 

On Saturday, May 13, 1 breakfasted with him by invita- 
tion, accompanied by Mr. Andrew Crosbie, a Scotch 
advocate, whom he had seen at Edinburgh and the Hon. 
Colonel (now General) Edward Stopf ord, brother to Lord 
Courtown, who was desirous of being introduced to him. 
His tea and rolls and butter, and whole breakfast apparatus, 
were all in such decorum, and his* behaviour was so 
courteous, that Colonel Stopford was quite surprised, and 
wondered at his having heard so much said of Johnson's 
slovenliness and roughness. I have preserved nothing of 
what passed, except that Crosbie pleased him much by 
talking learnedly of alchymy, as to which Johnson was not 
a positive unbeliever, but rather delighted in considering 
what progress had actually been made in the transmuta- 
tion of metals, what near approaches there had been 
to the making of gold ; and told us that it was affirmed 
that a person in the Bussian dominions had discovered 
the secret but died without revealing it, as imagining 
it would be prejudicial to society. He added, that it 
was not impossible but it might in time be generally 
known. 

It being asked whether it was reasonable for a man to be 
angry at another whom a woman had preferred to him ; — 
Johnson. ** I do not see, Sir, that it is reasonable for a 
man to be angry at another whom a woman has preferred 
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to >iiTn ; but angry he is, no doubt ; and he is loth to be 
angry at himself." 

Before setting out for Scotland on the 23rd, I was fre- 
quently in his company at different places, but during this 
period have recorded only two remarks; one concerning 
Garrick : " He has not I^tin enough. He finds out the 
Latin by the meaning, rather than the meaning by the 
Latin." And another concerning writers of travels, who, 
he observed, " were more defective than any other writers." 

I passed many hours with him on the 17th, of which I 
find all my memorial is, " much laughii^." It should 
seem he had that day been in a humour for jocularity and 
merriment, and upon such occasions I never knew a man 
laugh more heartily. We may suppose that the high re- 
lish of a state so different from his habitual gloom pro- 
duced more than ordinary exertions of that distinguishing 
faculty of man, which has puzzled philosophers so much to 
explain. Johnson's laugh was as remarkable as any cir- 
cumstance in his manner. It was a kind of good-humoured 
growl. Tom Davies described it droUy enough: "He 
laughs Uke a rhinoceros." 

TO BEXNET LAXGTON, ESQ.' 

"May 21,1775. 
" Dear Sib, 

" I have an old amanuensis in great distress. I have given 
what I think I can give, and begged till I cannot tell where to 
beg again. I put into his hands this morning fonr guineas. If 
you could collect three guineas more, it would clear him from 
his present difficulty. I am, Sir, you most humble servant, 

**Sam. Johnson.*' 

TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« May 27, 1775. 
"Dear Sir, 

" I make no doubt but you are now safely lodged in your 
own habitation, and have told all your adventures to Mrs. Bo8« 

> First inserted in the third edition, toI. ii., p. 383. — Editor, 
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well and Miss Veronica. Pray teach Veronica to love roe. Bid 
her not mind mamma. 

" Mrs. Thrale has taken cold, and been very much disordered, 
but I hope is grown well. Mr. Langton went yesterday to 
Lincolnshire, and has invited Nicolaida ^ to follow him. Beau- 
clerk talks of going to Bath. I am to set out on Monday ; so 
there is nothing but dispersion. 

" I have returned Lord Hailes's entertaining sheets, but must 
stay till I come back for more, because it will be inconvenient to 
send them after me in my vagrant state. 

" I promised Mrs. Macaulay * that I would try to serve her 
son at Oxford. I have not forgotten it, nor am unwilling to per- 
form it. If they desire to give him an English education, it 
should be considered whether they cannot send him for a year or 
two to an English school. If he comes immediately from Scotland, 
he can make no figure in our Universities. The schools in tho 
north, I believe, are cheap ; and when I was a young man, were 
eminently good. 

" There are two little books published by the Foulis, Tele- 
machus and Collinses Poems, each a shilling ; I would be glad to 
have them. 

'' Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, though she does not 
love me. You see what perverse things ladies are, and how 
little fit to be trusted with feudal estates. When she mends and 
loves me, there may be more hope of her daughters. 

*' I will not send compliments to my friends by name, because 
I would be loth to leave any out in the enumeration. Tell them, 
as you see them, how well I speak of Scotch politeness, and 
Scotch hospitality, and Scotch beauty, and of everything Scotch, 
but Scotch oat* cakes, and Scotch prejudices. 

" Let me know the answer of Rasay, and the decision relating 
to Sir Allan.^ I am, my dearest Sir, with great afiection, &c., 

" Sam. Johnson.'' 

After my return to Scotland, I wrote three letters to 
him, from which I extract the following passages : — 

' A learned Greek. [Mr. Langton was an enthusiast about Greek. — 
Oroker.'] 

^ Wife of the Rev. Kenneth Macaulay, Author of The History of St. 
Kilda. 

* A lawsuit carried on by Sir Allan Maclean, chief of his clan, to re- 
cover certain parts of his family estates from the Duke of Argyle. 
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** I have seen Lord Hailes since I came down. He thinks it 
wonderful that you are pleased to take so much pains in revising 
his * Annals/ I told him that jou said you were well rewarded 
by the entertainment which you had in reading them.** 

" There has been a numerous flight of Hebrideans in Edinburgh 
this summer, whom I have been happy to entertain at my house. 
Mr. Donald Macqueen ^ and Lord Monboddo supped with me one 
evening. They joined in controverting your proposition, that the 
Gaelic of the Highlands and Isles of Scotland was not written till 
of late.** 

'^ My mind has been somewhat dark this summer. I have 
need of your warming and vivifying rays ; and I hope I shall 
have them frequently. I am going to pass some time with my 
father at Auchinleck.** 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

*' London, August 27, 1775. 

"Dear Sib, 

** I am returned from the annual ramble into the middle 
counties. Having seen nothing I had not seen before, I have 
nothing to relate. Time has left that part of the island few an- 
tiquities ; and commerce has left the people no singularities. I 
was glad to go abroad, and, perhaps, glad to come home ; which 
is, in other words, I was, I am afraid, weary of being at home,, 
and weary of being abroad. Is not this the state of life ? But 
if we confess this weariness, let us not lament it ; for all the wise 
and all the good say, that we may cure it. 

" For the black fumes which rise in your mind, I can prescribe 
nothing but that you disperse them by honest business or innocent 
pleasure, and by reading, sometimes easy and sometimes serious. 
Change of place is useful ; and I hope that your residence at 
Auchinleck will have many good effects. . . . That I should have 
given pain to Rasay, I am sincerely sorry ; and am therefore very 
much pleased that he is no longer uneasy. He still thinks that 
I have represented him as personally giving up the chieftainship. 
I meant only that it was no longer contested between the two 

■ ' The very learned minister in the Isle of Sky, whom both Dr. John- 
son and I have mentioned with regard. 
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bouses, and supposed it settled, perhaps, bj the cession of some 
remote generation, in the house of Dunvegan. I am sorry the 
advertisement ^ was not continued for three or four times in the 
paper. . 

^' That Lord Monboddo and Mr. Macqueen should controvert 
a position contrary to the imaginary interest of literary or national 
prejudice, might be easily imagined ; but of a standing fact there 
ought to be no controversy : if there are men with tails, catch a 
homo caudaius ; if there was writing of old in the Highlands or 
Hebrides, in the Erse language, produce the manuscripts. Where 
men write they will write to one another, and some of their letters, 
in families studious of their ancestry, will be kept. In Wales 
there are many manuscripts. 

" I have now three parcels of Lord Hailes's history, which I 
purpose to return all the next week : that his respect for my 
little obserrations should keep his work in suspense, makes one 
of the evils of my journey. It is in our language, I think, a new 
mode of history which tells all that is wanted, and, I suppose, all 
that is known, without laboured splendour of language, or affected 
subtility of conjecture. The exactness of his dates raises my 
wonder. He seems to have the closeness of Henault without his 
constraint. 

" Mrs. Thrale was so entertained with your ' Journal,* that she 
almost read herself blind. ^ She has a great regard for you. 

"Of Mrs. Boswell, though she knows in her heart that she 
does not love me, I am always glad to hear any good, and hope 
that she and the little dear ladies will have neither sickness nor 
any other affliction. But she knows that she does not care what 
becomes of me, and for that she may be sure that I think her 
very much to blame. 

** Never, my dear Sir, do you take it into your head to think 
that I do not love you ; you may settle yourself in full confidence 
both of my love and esteem : I love you as a kind man, I value 
you as a worthy man, and hope in time to reverence you as a 

> The advertisement written by Johnson, and inserted in the Edin- 
burgh newspapers, correcting the misstatement in his Journey to the 
Western Islands of Scotland, that the Macleods of Rasay acknowledged 
the chieftainship of the Macleods of Sky : given in Boswell's Journal of 
a Tour to the Hebrides, 3rd edit., p. 431. — Editor. 

* My Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, which that lady read in the 
original manuscript. 
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man of exemplary piety. I hold you, as Hamlet lias it, ' in my 
heart of hearts,* and therefore, it is little to say, that I am, Sir^ 
your affectionate humble serrant, ** Sam. Johnson.** 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

" London, Aug. 30, 1775. 
"Sia, 

" If iu these papers ' there is little alteration attempted, 
do not suppose me negligent. I have read them perhaps more 
closely than the rest ; but I find nothing worthy of an objection. 
Write to me soon, and write often, and tell me all jowc honest 
heart. I am. Sir, yours affectionately, " Sam. Johnson.*' 



TO THE SAME. 



« Sept. 14, 1775. 



'*Mt deab Sib, 

" I now write to you, lest in some of your freaks and 
humours you should fancy yourself neglected. Such fancies I 
must entreat you neyer to achnit, at least never to indulge ; for 
my regard for you is so radicated and fixed, that it is become part 
of my mind, and cannot be effaced but by some cause uncommonly 
violent ; therefore, whether I write or not, set your thoughts at 
rest. I now write to tell you that I shall not very soon write 
again, for I am to set out to-morrow on another journey. . . . 
Tour friends are all well at Streatham, and in Leicester Fields.' 
Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, if she is in good humour 
with me. I am, Sir, &c., " Sam. Johnson.*' 

What he mentions in such light terms as, '* I am to set 
out to-morrow on another journey," I soon afterwards dis- 
covered was no less than a tour to France with Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale. This was the only time in his life that he 
went upon the Continent. 

* Another parcel of Lord Hailes's Annals of Scotland. 
' Where Sir Joshua Reynolds Uved. 



Digitized by 



Google 



JET. 66. BOBWELL's life of JOHNSON. 347 

TO MR. ROBERT LEVETT. 

"Calais, Sept. 18,1775. 
"Deab Sis, 

^ We are here in France, after a very pleasing passage of 
no more than six hours. I know not when I shall write again, 
and therefore I write now, though you cannot suppose that I 
have much to say. Yon have seen Franco yourself. From this 
place we are going to Rouen, and from Rouen to Paris, where 
Mr. Thrale designs to stay about five or six weeks. We have a 
regular recommendation to the English resident, so we shall not 
be taken for vagabonds. We think to go one way and return 
another, and see as much as we can. I will try to speak a little 
French ; I tried hitherto but little, but I spoke sometimes. If 
I heard better, I suppose I should learn faster. I am. Sir, your 
humble servant, '* Sam. Johnson.** 

TO THE SAME. 

"Paris, Oct. 22, 1775. 
" Dbab Sib, 

'* We are still here, commonly very busy in looking about 
us. We have been to-day at Versailles. You have seen it, 
and I shall not describe it. We came yesterday from Fontain- 
bleau, where the court is now. We went to see the king and 
queen at dinner, and the queen was so impressed by Miss,^ that 
she sent one of the gentlemen to inquire who she was. I find 
all true that you have ever told me of Paris. Mr. Thrale is very 
liberal, and keeps us two coaches, and a very fine table ; but I 
think our cookery very bad. Mrs. Thrale got into a convent of 
English nuns, and I talked with her through the grate, and I am 
very kindly used by the English Benedictine friars. But upon 
the whole I cannot make much acquaintance here ; and though 
the churches, palaces, and some private houses are very magni- 
ficent, there is no very great pleasure after having seen many, in 
seeing more ; at least the pleasure, whatever it be, must some 

' Miss Thrale. 
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time have an end, and we are begiuning to think when we shall 
come home. Mr. Thrale calculates that as we left Streatham on 
the 15th of September, we shall see it again aboat the 15th of 
November. 

" I think I had not been on this side of the sea five days before 
I found a sensible improvement in my health. I ran a race in 
the rain this day, and beat BarettL Baretti is a fine fellow, and 
speaks French, I think, quite as well as English. 

"Make my compliments to Mrs. Williams; and give my love 
to Francis ; and tell my fi*iends that I am not lost. I am, dear 
Sir, your affectionate humble, &c., " Sam. Johnson.** 



TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh, Oct 24, 1775. 

" My dear Sib, 

" If I had not been informed that you were at Paris, you 
should have had a letter from me by the earliest opportunity, 
announcing the birth of my son, on the 9th instant; I have 
named him Alexander,^ after my father. I now write, as I 
suppose your fellow-traveller, Mr. Thrale, will return to London 
this week, to attend his duty in parliament, and that you will 
not stay behind him. 

*' I send another parcel of Lord Hailes*s * Annals.* I have 
undertaken to solicit you for a favour to him, which he thus re- 
quests in a letter to me : * I intend soon to give you the Life of 
Robert Bruce, which you will be pleased to transmit to Dr. 
Johnson. I wish that you could assist me in a fancy which I 
have taken, of getting Dr. Johnson to draw a character of Robert 
Bruce, from the account that I give of that prince. If he finds 
materials for it in my work, it will be a proof that I have been 
fortunate in selecting the most striking incidents.' 

* I had the pleasure of his acquaintance. He was a high-spirited, 
clever, and amiable gentleman ; and, like his father, of a frank and 
social disposition, and high tory principles ; but it is said that he did not 
relish the recollections of our author's devotion to Dr. Johnson : and, 
like old Lord Auchinleck, seemed to think it a kind of derogation. He 
was created a Baronet in 1821. He left issue a son and two daughters, 
one of whom, Lady Elliot of Stobbs, I had the pleasure of also knowing. 
— Croker. 
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" I suppose by * The Life of Robert Bruce/ his Lordship 
means that part of his ' Annals * which relates the history of that 
prince, and not a separate work. 

" Shall we have * A Journey to Paris' from you in the winter ? 
Yon will, I hope, at any rate, be kind enough to give me some 
account of your French travels very soon, for I am very impatient. 
What a different scene have yon viewed this autumn, from that 
which you viewed in autumn 1773 ! I ever am, my dear Sir, your 
much obliged and affectionate humble servant, 

^^ James Boswell/* 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"London, Nov. 16, 1775. 

" Dear Sib, 

" I am glad that the young laird is born, and an end, as 
I hope, put to the only difference that you can ever have with 
Mrs. BoswelL^ I know that she does not love me ; but I intend 
to persist in wishing her well till I get the better of her. 

*' Paris is, indeed, a place very different from the Hebrides, 
but it is to a hasty traveller not so fertile of novelty, nor affords 
so many opportunities of remark. I cannot pretend to teU the 
public anything of a place better known to many of my readers 
than to myself. We can talk of it when we meet. 

" I shall go next week to Streatham, from whence I purpose 
to send a parcel of the * History' every post. Concerning the 
character of Bruce, I can only say, that I do not see any great 
reason for writing it ; but I shall not easily deny what Lord 
Hailes and yon concur in desiring. 

"I have been remarkably healthy all the journey, and hope 
you and your family have known only that trouble and danger 
which has so happily terminated. Among all the congratulations 
that you may receive, I hope you believe none more warm or 
sincere than those of, dear Sir, your most affectionate, 

" Sam. Johnson.'* 

^ This alludes to my old feudal principle of preferring male to female 
soooession. 
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TO MRS. LUCY PORTER/ 

in Lichfield, 

"Nov. 16,1776. 

*' Deab Madam, 

" This week I came home from Paris. I have brought 
you a little box, which I thought pretty ; but I know not whether 
it is properly a snuff-box, or a box for some other use. I will 
send it, when I can find an opportunity. I have been through 
the whole journey remarkably well. My fellow-travellers were 
the same whom you saw at Lichfield, only we took Boretti with 
us. Paris is not so fine a place as you would expect The 
palaces and churches, however, are very splendid and magnificent ; 
ftnd what would please you, there are many very fine pictures ; 
but I do not think their way of life commodious or pleasant. 

" Let me know how your health has been all this while. I 
hope the fine summer has given you strength sufiicient to en- 
counter the winter. 

" Make my compliments to all my friends ; and, if your fingers 
will let you, write to me, or let your maid write, if it be trouble- 
some to you. I am, dear Madam, your most affectionate humble 
servant, **Sam. Johnsou/' 



TO THE SAME. 

"Dec. X7, 1775. 
^' Deab Madam, 

" Some weeks ago I wrote to you, to tell you that I was 
just come home from a ramble, and hoped that I should have 
heard from you. I am afraid winter has laid hold on your 
fingers, and hinders you from writing. However, let somebody 
write, if you cannot, and tell me how you do, and a litde of what 

1 There can be no donbt that mamy years previous to 1775, he corre- 
sponded with this lady, who was his stepdaughter, but none of his earlier 
' letters to her have been preserved. 

Several of his letters to this lady, both before and after 1775, which 
were recovered by Malone and Croker, will be found in various places 
in this edition. — Editor, 
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has happened at Lichfield among our friends. I hope you are all 
well. 

" When I was in France, I thought myself growing young, but 
am afraid that cold weather will take part of my new vigour from 
me. Let us, however, take care of ourselves, and lose no part of 
our health by negligence. 

" I never knew whether you received the Commentary on the 
New Testament, and the Travels, and the glasses. Do, my dear 
love, write to me ; and do not let us forget each other. This is 
the season of good wishes, and I wish you all good. I have not 
lately seen Mr. Porter,^ nor heard of him. Is he with you ? 

" Be pleased to make my compliments to Mrs. Adey, and Mrs. 
Cobb, and all my friends ; and when I can do any good, let me 
know. I am, dear Madam, yours most affectionately, 

"Sam. Johnson.*' 



It is to be regretted, that Johnson did not write an 
account of his travels in France ; for as he is reported to 
have once said, that " he could write the * Life of a Broom- 
stick,' " * so, notwithstanding so many former travellers 
have exhausted almost every subject for remark in that 
great kingdom, his very accurate observation, and peculiar 
vigour of thought and illustration, would have produced a 
valuable work. During his visit to it, which lasted but 
about two months, he wrote notes or minutes of what he 
saw. He promised to show me them, but I neglected to 
put him in mind of it ; and the greatest part of them has 
been lost, or perhaps destroyed in a precipitate burning of 
his papers a few days before his death, which must ever 
be lamented: one small paper book, however, entitled 
" France II.," has been preserved, and is in my possession. 
It is a diurnal register of his life and observations, from 
the 10th of October to the 4th of November, inclusive, being 
twenty-six days, and shows an extraordinary attention to 
various minute particulars. Being the only memorial of 
this tour that remains, mv readers, I am confident, .will 

^ Son of Mrs. Johnson, by her first husband. 

2 It is probable that the author's memory here deceived him, and that 
he was thinking of Stella's remark, that Swift could write finely upon a 
broomstick.— tA Bo8well,jun» 
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peruse it with pleajiure, though his notes are very short, 
and evidently written only to assist his own recollection. 

"Tuesdaxfy Oct 10. — ^We saw the Ecole MUitaire, in 
which 150 young boys are educated for the army. They 
have arms of different sizes, according to the age — flints of 
wood. The building is very large, but nothing fine except 
the council-room — ^The Prench have large squares in the 
windows. They make good iron palisades — Their meals 
are gross.. 

" We visited the Observatory, a large building of a great 
height. The upper stones of the parapet very large, but 
not cramped with iron — The flat on the top is very exten- 
sive; but on the insulated part there is no parapet — 
Though it was broad enough, I did not care to go upon it. 
Maps were printing in one of the rooms. — ^We walked to a 
small convent of the fathers of the oratory. In the reading- 
desk of the refectory lay the * Lives of the Saints.' 

" Wednesday, Oct 11. — ^We went to see Hotel de Ohatlois, 
a house not very large, but very elegant. One of the rooms 
was gilt to a degree that I never saw before. The upper 
part for servants and their masters was pretty. 

" Thence we went toTilr. Monvill's, a house divided into 
small apartments, furnished with effeminate and minute 
elegance — ^Porphyry. 

" Thence we went to St. Eoque's church, which is very 
large. The lower part of the pillars incrusted with marble. 
Three chapels, behind the high altar ; the last a mass of low 
arches. Altars, I believe, all round. 

" We passed through Flace de Vendome, a fine square 
[octagon], about as big as Hanover-square, Inhabited by 
the high families. Lewis XTV. on horseback in the middle. 

" Monville is the son of a farmer-general. In the house 
of Chailois is a room furnished with japan, fitted up in 
Europe. 

"We dined with Bocage, the Marquis Blanchetti, and 
his lady — ^The sweetmeats taken by the Marchioness Blan- 
chetti, after observing that they were dear — ^Mr. Le Eoy, 
Count Manned, the abb^, the prior, and Father Wilson, 
who stayed with me till I took him home in the coach — 
Bathiani is gone. 
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" The French, have no laws for the maintenance of their 
poor — Monk not necessarily a priest — Benedictines rise at 
four ; are at church an hour and half ; at church again 
half an hour before, half an hour after, dinner ; and again 
from half an hour after seven to eight — They may sleep 
eight hours — ^Bodily labour wanted in monasteries — The 
poor taken into hospitals, and miserably kept — Monks in 
the convent fifteen : accounted poor. 

" Thursday, Oct 12. — We went to the Gobelins — 
Tapestry makes a^ good picture — imitates flesh exactly — 
one piece with a gold ground — the birds not exactly 
coloured — ^Thence we went to the king's cabinet; very 
neat, not, perhaps, perfect — gold ore — candles of the 
candle-tree — seeds — woods — Thence to Gugnier's house, 
where I saw rooms nine, furnished with a profusion of 
wealth and elegance which I never had seen before — vases 
— ^pictures — ^the dragon china — The lustre is said to be of 
crystal, and to have cost 3,500Z. — The whole furniture said 
to have cost 126,000Z. — ^Damask hangings covered with pic- 
tures — Porphyry — this house struck me — ^Then we waited 
on the ladies to Monville's — Captain Irwin with us^ — 

* Spain — County towns all beggars — ^At Dijon he could 

* not find the way to Orleans—Cross roads of France very 

* bad — Five soldiers — Woman — Soldiers escaped — The 

* colonel would not lose five men for the death of one 

* woman — The magistrate cannot seize a soldier but by 
' the colonel's permission — Good inn at Nismes — Moors 

* of Barbary fond of Englishmen — Gibraltar eminently 
' healthy ; it has beef from Barbary — There is a large 

* garden — Soldiers sometimes fall from the rock.' 

" Friday, Oct. 13. — ^I stayed at home all day, only went 
to find the prior, who was not at home — I read something 
in Canus.^ — Nee admtiror, nee multum laudo, 

" Saturday y Oct, 14. — ^We went to the house of M. [D*] 
Argenson, which was almost wainscotted with looking- 
glasses, and covered with gold — The lady's closet wains- 

^ The rest of this paragraph appears to be a minate of what was told 
by Captain Irwin. 

' Melchior Canus, a celebrated Spanish Dominican, who died at 
Toledo, in 1560. He wrote a treatise De Locis Theologicis, in twelve 
books. 

JI. A A 
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cotted with large squares of glass over painted paper — 
They always place mirrors to reflect their rooms. 

" Then we went to JuHen's, the treasurer of the clei^ 
— 30,000Z. a year — ^The house has no very lai^e room, but 
is set with mirrors, and covered with gold — ^Books of wood 
here, and in another library. 

" At D * * * * * 's I looked into the books in the lad/s 
closet, and in contempt showed them to Mr. T[lirale] — 
Prince Titi;^ Bibl. des Fees, and other books — She was 
offended, and shut up, as we heard afterwards, her apart- 
ment. 

" Then we went to Julien le Eoy, the king's watchmaker, 
a man of character in his business, who showed a small 
clock made to find the longitude. A decent man. 

" Afterwards we saw the Palais Marchand and the courts 
of justice, civil and criminal — Queries on the SeUette — 
This building has the old Gothic passages, and a great 
appearance of antiquity. Three hundred prisoners some- 
times in the gaol. 

" Much disturbed ; hope no ill will be.^ 

" In the afternoon I visited Mr. Fr^ron' the journalist. 
He spoke Latin very scantily, but seemed to understand 
me. His house not splendid, but of commodious size. 
His family, wife, son,* and daughter, not elevated, but 
decent. I was pleased with my reception. He is to trans- 
late my books, which I am to send him with notes. 

** Sunday, Oct 15. — At Choisi, a royal palace on the 
Danks of the Seine, about 7 m. from Paris. The terrace 
noble along the river. The rooms numerous and grand, 
but not discriminated from other palaces. The chapel 
beautiful, but small — China globes — inlaid tables — ^laby- 
rinth — sinking table* — toilet tables. 

* See Appendix to this volume. — Editor. 

s This passage, which so many think superstitious, reminds me of 
Archbishop's laud's Diary. 

® The celebrated antagonist of Voltaire. — Oroker. 

* Louis-Stanislas, at this date a boy of ten, but who lived to gain a 
terrible celebrity as one of the cruellest of the Bevolutionists. He died 
IS02.— Editor, 

* A round table, the centre of which descended by machinery to a 
lower floor, so that supper might be served and removed without the 
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" MondoAf, Oct. 16. — ^The Palais Eoyal, very grand, large 
«,nd lofty — ^A very great collection of pictures — ^three of 
Raphael — ^two Holy Family — one small piece of M. Angelo 
— one room of Enbens — ^I thought the pictures of Raphael 
fine. 

" The Thuilleries — Statues : Venus — Md.. and Anchises 
in his arms — ^Nilus — ^many more — The walks not open to 
mean persons — Chairs at night hired for two sous a piece 
— Pont tournant. 

" Austin Nuns — Grate — ^Mrs. Termor, abbess— She knew 

Pope, and thought him disagreeable— Mrs. has many 

books — ^has seen life — Their frontlet disa^eeable — Their 
hood — Their life easy — Rise about five ; hour and half in 
chapel — Dine at ten — ^Another hour and half in chapel: 
half an hour about three, and half an hour more at seven 
— four hours in chapel — ^A large garden — Thirteen pen- 
sioners — Teachers complained. 

"At the Boulevards saw nothing, yet was glad to be 
there — ^Rope-dancing and farce — Egg dance— ^.5. Near 
Paris, whether on week-days or Sundays, the roads empty. 

" Trieaday, Oct. 17. — ^At the Palais Ma/rcha/nd I bought — 

" A snuff box .... 24 livres 

. 6 



Table book . . 
Scissors 3 p [pair] 



15 
18 



[Livres^ 63— £2 12«. 6d. sterling. 



" We heard the lawyers plead — N. As many killed at 
Paris as there are days in the year — Chambre de question 
— Toumelle at the Palais Marchand — ^An old venerable 
building. 

" The Palais Bourbon, belonging to the Prince of Cond^ 
— Only one small wing shown — lofty — splendid — gold and 
glass — The battles of the great Oond^ are painted in one 
of the rooms — The present prince a grandsire at thirty- 
nine. 

" The sight of palaces, and other great buildings, leaves 

presence of serrants. It was invented by Louis XY. during the farour 
of Madame du Barri. — Croker. 
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no very distinct images, unless to those who talk of tbem 
— ^As I entered, my wife was in my mind ;^ she would haye 
been pleased. Haying now nobody to please, I am little 



* N, In France there is no middle rank. 

" So many shops open, that Sunday is little distinguished 
at Paris — ^Tlie palaces of Louvre and Thuilleries granted 
out in lodgings. 

" In the Palais de Bourbon, gilt globes of metal at the 
fire-place. 

"The French beds commended — ^Much of the marble 
only paste. 

" The Colosseum a mere wooden building, at least much 
of it. 

" Wednesday, Oct 18. — ^We went to Fontaiableau, which 
we found a large mean town, crowded with people — The 
forest thick with woods, very extensive — ^Manucci secured 
us lodgiags — The appearance of the country pleasant — 
no hills, few streams, only one hedge — ^I remember no 
chapels nor crosses on the road — ^Pavement still, and row& 
of trees. 

" N, Nobody but mean people walk in Paris. 

" Thursdanf, Oct. 19. — ^At court we saw the apartments — 
The king's bed-chamber and council-chamber extremely 
splendid — Persons of all ranks in the external rooma 
through which the family passes — ^servants and masters — 
Bnmet with us the second time. 

" The introductor came to us — civil to me — ^Presenting — 
I had scruples — ^Not necessary— We went and saw the long^ 
and queen at dinner — ^We saw the other ladies at dinner — 
Madame Elizabeth, with the Princess of Q-uimen^ — ^At night 
we went to a comedy — I neither saw nor heard — Drunken 
women — ^Mrs. Th. preferred one to the other. 

"Friday, Oct, 20. — ^We saw the queen mount in the 
forest — Brown habit; rode aside: one lady rode aside — 
The queen's horse light gray — martingale — She galloped — 
We then went to the apartments, and admired them — Then 

* His tender affection for his departed wife, of which there are many 
evidences in his Prayers and Meditations, appears very feelingly in th3» 
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nmndered througli the palace — ^In the passages, stalls and 
shops — ^PSintiiig in fresco by a great master, worn out — 
We saw the kill's horses and dogs — The dogs almost all 
English — degenerate. 

** The horses not much commended — ^The stables cool ; 
the kennel filthy. 

** At night the ladies went to the opera — I refused, but 
should have been welcome. 

'' The king fed himself with his left hand as we. 

*' Saivo'day, Oct, 21. — ^In the night I got round — ^We 
came home to Paris — I think we did not see the chapel — 
Tree broken by the wind — The French chairs made all of 
boards pamted. 

" N. Soldiers at the court of justice — Soldiers not amen- 
able to the magistrates — ^Dijon woman. 

" Fagots in the palace — Everything slovenly, except in 
the chief rooms — liees in the roads, some tall, none old, 
many very young and small. 

" Women's saddles seem ill made — Queen's bridle woven 
with silver — Ta^s to strike the horse. 

Sunday, Oct. 22. — To Versailles, a mean town — Carriages 
of business passing — ^Mean shops against the wall — Our 
way lay through Seve, where the Ohina manufacture — 
Wooden bridge at Seve, in the way to Versailles — ^The palace 
of great extent— The front long ; I saw it not perfectly — 
The Menagerie — Cygnets dark; their black feet; on the 
ground ; tame — ^Halcyons, or gulls — Stag and hind, young 
— Aviary, very large ; the net, wire — Black stag of China, 
small — Bhinoceros, the horn broken and pared away, 
which, I suppose, will grow ; the basis, I think, four inches 
across; the skin folds like loose cloth doubled over his 
body, and cross his hips ; a vast animal, though yoimg ; as 
big, perhaps, as four oxen — The young elephant, with his 
tusks just appearing — The brown bear put out his paws — 
all very tame — The lion — ^The tigers I did not well view — 
The camel, or dromedary, with two bunches called the 
Huguin,^ taller than any horse — ^Two camels with one 
bunch — Among the birds was a pelican, who being let out, 
went to a fountain, and swam about to catch fish — his feet 

^ This epithet should be applied to this animal with one bunch. 
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well webbed ; he dipped his head, and turned his long bill 
sideways — ^he caught two or three fish, but did not eat 
them. 

" Trianon is a kind of retreat appendant to Versailles — 
It has an open portico ; the pavement, and, I think, the 
pillars, of marble — There are many rooms, which I do not 
distinctlj remember — ^A table of porphyry, about five feet 
long, and between two and three broad, given to Louis XTV. 
by the Venetian state — In the council-room almost all that 
was not door or window was, I think, looking-glass — ^little 
Trianon is a small palace like a gentleman's house — The 
upper floor paved with brick — ^Little Vienne — ^The court is 
ill paved — The rooms at the top are small, fit to soothe the 
imagmation with privacy — In the front of Versailles are 
smaU basins of water on the terrace, and other basins, I 
think, below them — ^There are little courts — The great 
gallery is wainscotted with mirrors not very large, but 
joined by frames — I suppose the large plates were not yet 
made — ^The play-house was very large — The chapel I do 
not remember if ws saw — ^We saw one chapel, but I am not 
certain whether there or at Trianon — lie foreign office 
paved with bricks [tiles] — The dinner half a louis each, 
and, I think, a louis over — Money given at menagerie, 
three livres ; at palace, six Uvres. 

" Monday, Oct, 23. — ^Last night I wrote to Levett. — ^We 
went to see the looking-glasses wrought — ^They came frongi 
Kormandy in cast plates, perhaps the third of an inch 
thick — ^At Paris they are ground upon a marble table, by 
rubbing one plate upon another witii grit between them — 
The various sands, of which there are said to be five, I 
could not learn — ^The handle, by which the upper glass is 
moved, has the form of a wheel, which may be moved in 
all directions — ^The plates are sent up with their surfaces 
ground, but not polished, and so continue till they are be- 
spoken, lest time should spoil the surface, as we were told 
— ^Those that are to be poUshed are laid on a table covered 
with several thick cloths, hard strained, that the resistance 
may be equal : they are then rubbed with a hand rubber, 
held down hard by a contrivance which I did not well 
understand — ^The powder which is used last seemed to me 
to be iron dissolved in aquafortis ; they called it, as Bai^etti 
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said, ma/rc de Veau forte, which he thought was dregs — 
They mentioned vitriol and saltpetre — The cannon ball 
swam in the quicksilver — To silver them, a leaf of beaten 
tin is laid, and rubbed with quicksilver, to which it unites 
— Then more quicksilver is poured upon it, which, by its 
mutual [attraction] rises very high — Then a paper is laid 
at the nearest end of the plate, over which the glass is 
slided till it lies upon the plate, having driven much of 
the qiiicksilver before it — ^It is then, I think, pressed upon 
cloth, and then set sloping to drop the superflous mercury : 
the slope is daily heightened towards a perpendicular. 

" In the way I saw the Greve, the mayor's house, and 
the Basi^e. 

" We then went to Sans-terre, a brewer ' — ^He brews with 
about as much malt as Mr. Thrale, and sells his beer at 
the same price, though he pays no duty for malt, and little 
more than half as much for beer — Beer is sold retail at 
sixpence a bottle — ^He brews 4,000 barrels a year — ^there 
are seventeen brewers in Paris, of whom none is supposed 
to brew more than he — Beckoning them at 3,000 each, they 
make 61,000 a year — ^They make their malt, for malting is 
here no trade. 

" The moat of the Bastile is dry. 

TuesdoAj, Oct, 24. — ^We visited the king^s library — I saw 
liie * Sjpe^wm HtMncmoe SaZvaiionis* rudely printed, with 
ink, sometimes pale, sometimes black ; part supposed to 
be with wooden types, and part with pages cut in boards. 
The Bible supposed to be older than that of Mentz, in 
[14] 62 ; it has no date : it is supposed to have been printed 
with wooden types — I am in doubt ; the print is large and 
fair, in two f oHos — ^Another book was shown me, supposed 
to have been printed with wooden types — ^I think ' Durandi 
Somctuarvwm * ^ in [14] 58 — ^This is inferred from the diffe- 
rence of form sometimes seen in the same letter, which 
might be struck with different pimcheons — ^The regular 

^ Santerre, the detestable ruffian who afterwards conducted Louis XVI. 
to the scaffold, and commanded the troops that guarded it during his 
murder. — Malane, 

* A misreading, I think, of Johnson's MS., for Durandi Sententiarum 
(Libri), I know of no work entitled Durandi Sanctuarium, — Croker, 
1846. 
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similitude of most letters proves better that tliej are metal 
— ^I saw nothing but the ' SpecultMn,' which I haid not seen, 
I think, before. 

" Thence to the Sorbonne — ^The library very large, not in 
lattices like the king's — * Ma/rhone ' and * Durandi,' q. col- 
lection 14 vol. ' Scrvptorea de rebus Oallids ' many folios — 
^Histmre GenealogiqiAe of France/ 9voL — * ChlUa Christiana/ 
the first edition, 4to., the last; f ., 12 vol. — ^The prior and 
librarian dined with us — ^I waited on them home — ^their 
garden pretty, with covered walks, but small ; yet may 
hold many students — ^The doctors of the Sorbonne are all 
equal — choose those who succeed to vacancies — ^Profit little. 

" Wednesday, Oct. 25. — I went with the prior to St, Cloud, 
to see Dr. Hooke ^ — ^We walked round the palace, and had 
some talk — ^I dined with our whole company at the monas- 
tery — ^In the library, * Beroald* — *Cyinon' — 'Titus/ from 
Boccace — * Oraiio Proverhialis to the Virgin,' from Petrarch; 
Falkland to Sandys — ^Dryden's Preface to the third vol. of 
Miscellanies.^ 

" Thursday, Oct, 26. — ^We saw the china at S^ve, cut, 
glazed, pauited — ^Bellevue, a pleasing house, not great: 
fine prospect — Meudon, an old palace — ^Alexander, in por- 
phyry : hollow between eyes and nose, thin cheeks — ^Plato 
and Aristotle — ^Noble terrace overlooks the town. — St. 
Cloud — Qfillery not very high nor grand, but pleasing — ^In 
the rooms, Michael Angelo drawn by himself. Sir Thomas 
More, Des Cartes, Bochart, Naudseus, Mazarine — Gilded 
wainscot, so common that it is not minded — Qough and 
Keene — Hooke came to us at the inn — A message from 
Drumgould. 

'* Friday, Oct 27. — ^I staid at home — GTough and Keene, 

and Mrs. S 's friend dined with us — This day we began 

to have a fiire — The weather is grown very cold, and, I fear, 
has a bad effect upon my breath, which has grown much 
more free and easy in this coimtry. 

" Saturday, Oct, 28. — I visited the Grand Chartreux 
built by St. Louis — ^It is built for forty, but contains only 

^ Second son of Hooke, the historian, a doctor of the Sorbonne. — 
Croker. 

^ He means, I suppose, that he read these different pieces while he 
remained in the library. 
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twenty-four, and will not maintain more — ^The friar that 
spoke to us had a pretty apartment — ^Mr. Baretti says four 
rooms; I remember but three — ^His books seemed to be 
French — ^His garden was neat; he gave me grapes — We 
saw the Place de Victoire, with the statues of the king, and 
the captive nations. 

" We saw the palace and gardens of Luxembourg, but 
the gallery was shut — ^We climbed to the top stairs — I 
dined with Colebroke, who had much company — ^Foote, Sir 
Geoi^e Eodney, Motteux, Udson, Taaf — Called on the 
prior, and found him in bed. 

" Hotel — a guinea a day — Coach, three guineas a week — 
Valet de place, three 1. a day — Avantcov/rev/r, a guinea a 
week — Ordinary dinner, six 1. a head — Our ordinary [ex- 
pense] seems to be about five guineas a day — Our extra- 
ordinary expenses, as diversions, gratuities, clothes, I cannot 
reckon — Our travelling is ten guineas a day. 

" White stockings, 18 1.— Wig— Hat. 

" Sunday, Oct, 29. — ^We saw the boarding school — ^The 
Enfane trouves — ^A room with about eighty-six children in 
cradles, as sweet as a parlour — ^They lose a third ; take in 
to perhaps more than seven [years old] ; put them to 
trades; pin to them the papers sent with them — ^Want 
nurses — Saw their chapel. 

" Went to St. Eustatia ; saw an innumerable company 
of girls catechised, in many bodies, perhaps 100 to a cate- 
chist — Boys taught at one time, girls at another — The 
sermon : the preacher wears a cap, which he takes off at 
the name — his action uniform, not very violent. 

" Monday, Oct 30. — ^We saw the library of St. Germain 
— A very noble collection — * Codex Divinorum Ojfficioirum/ 
1459 — a letter, square like that of the * Offices/ perhaps the 
same — The * Codex,* by Fust and G^emsheym — * Mewrsiua' 
12 V. f ol. — * Amadis' in French, 3 vol. f ol. — ' Catholicon 
sine colophone,' but of 1460 — ^Two other editions,^ one by 

* Av^tistin. de CivUate Dei,* without name, date, or 

place, but of Fust's square letter as it seems. 

^ I hare looked in vain into De Bure, Meerman, Mattaire, and other 
typographical books, for the two editions of the '' Catholicon ** which 
"Dr, Johnson mentions here, with names which I cannot make out. I 
read *^ one by Latinius, one by Boedinus.'' I have deposited the original 
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" 1 dined with Col. Drumgould ; had a pleasing after- 
noon. 

" Some of the books of St. Germain's stand in presses 
from the wall, like those at Oxford. 

" Tuesday, Oct, 31. — I lived at the Benedictines ; meagre 
day ; soup meagre, herrings, eels, both with sauce ; fried 
fish ; lentils, tasteless in themselves — ^In the library ; where 

1 found *Maffeu8*8 de Hidorid Indicd: Promoivtorvum flee-- 
tere, to double the Cape '—I parted very tenderly from the 
prior and Friar Wilkes. 

**MaUre dee Arts, 2 y. — Bacc, Theol, 3 y. — LicefUiate, 

2 y. — Doctor Th. 2 y. in all 9 years — ^For the Doctorate 
three disputations, Major, Minor, Sorbonica — Several col- 
leges suppressed, and transferred to that which was the 
Jesuits* College. 

" Wednesday, Nov, 1.— We left Paris — St. Denis, a lai^e 
town : the church not very large, but the middle aisle is 
very lofty and awful. On the left are chapels built beyond 
the line of the wall, which destroyed the symmetry of the 
sides. The organ is higher above the pavement than I 
have ever seen. The gates are of brass. On the middle 
gate is the history of our Lord. The painted windows are 
historical, and said to be eminently beautiful — ^We were at 
another church belonging to a convent, of which the portal 
is a dome : we could not enter further, and it was almost 
dark. 

" Thursday, Nov, 2. — We came this day to Chantilly, a 
seat belonging to the Prince of Cond^. This place is emi- 
nently beautified by all varieties of waters starting up in 
fountains, falling in cascades, running in streams, and 
spread in lakes. The water seems to be too near the house. 
All this water is brought from a source or river three 
leagues off, by an artificial canal, which for one league is 
carried imder ground — The house is magnificent — The 
cabinet seems well stocked; what 1 remember was, the 
jaws of a hippopotamus, and a young hippopotamus pre- 
served, which, however, is so small, that I doubt its reality 
— It seems too hairy for an abortion, and too small for a 

MS. in the British Museam, where the curious may see it. My g^teful 
acknowledgments are due to Mr. Planta for the trouble he was pleased 
to take in aiding my researches. 
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mature birth — ^Nothing was [preserved] in spirits ; all was 
dry — The dog ; the deer ; the ant-bear with long snout — 
The toucan, long, broad beak — The stables were of very 
great length — Tbe kennel had no scents — There was a» 
mockery of a village — The menagerie had few animals ' — 
Two faussans,* or Brazilian weasels, spotted, very wild — 
There is a forest, and, I think> a park — I walked till I was. 
very weary, and next morning felt my feet battered, and 
with pains in the toes. 

" Friday, Nov, 3. — ^We came to Compiegne, a very large 
town, with a royal palace built round a pentagonal court — 
The court is raised upon vaults, and has, I suppose, an 
entry on one side by a gentle rise — ^Talk of painting — ^The 
church is not very large, but very elegant and splendid — I 
had at first great difficulty to walk, but motion grew con- 
tinually easier — ^At night we came to Noyon, an episcopal 
city — ^The cathedral is very beautiful, the pillars alternately 
Gothic and Corinthian — We entered a very noble parochial 
church — ^Noyon is walled, and is said to be three miles, 
round. 

** Satturday, Nov. 4i. — ^We rose very early, and came 
through St. Quintin to Cambray, not long after three 
— ^We went to an English nunnery, to give a letter to 
Father Welch, the confessor, who came to visit us in the 
evening. 

"Sunday, Nov. 6. — ^We saw the cathedral — ^It is very 
beautiful, with chapels on each side. The choir splendid. 
The balustrade in one part brass. The Neff very lugh and 
grand. The altar silver as far as it is seen. The vest- 
ments very splendid — At the Benedictines* church " 

^ The writing is so bad here, that the names of several of the aniroala 
could not be deciphered without much more acquaintance with natural 
history than I possess. Dr. filagden, with his usual politeness, most 
obligingly examined the MS. To that gentleman, and to Dr. Gray, of 
the British Museum, who also very readily assisted me, I beg leave to> 
express my best thanks. 

* It is thus written by Johnson, from the £Vench pronunciation of 
fossane. It should be observed, that the person who showed this mena- 
gerie was mistaken in supposing the fossane and the Brazilian weasel to 
be the same, the fossane being a different animal, and a native of Mada* 
gascar. I find them, however, upon one plate in Pennant's Synopsis of 
Quadrupeds. 
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Here liis Journal ends abruptly/ Whether he wrote 
any more after this time, I know not ; but probably not 
much, as he arrived in England about the 12th of Novem- 
ber. These short notes of his tour, though they may seem 
minute taken singly, make together a considerable mass of 
information, and exhibit such an ardour of inquiry and 
acuteness of examination, as, I believe, are found in but 
few travellers, especially at an advanced age. They com- 
pletely refute the idle notion whict has been propagated, 
that he could not see; and, if he had taken the trouble 
to revise and digest them, he undoubtedly could have 
expanded them into a very entertaining narrative. 

When I met him in London the following year, the 
account which he gave me of his French tour was, " Sir, I 
have seen all the visibilities of Paris, and around it : but 
to have formed an acquaintance with the people there 
would have required more time than I could stay. I was 
just beginning to creep into acquaintance by means of 
Colonel Drumgould, a very high man, Sir, head of L^Ecole 
MilUaire, a most complete character, for he had first been 
a professor of rhetoric, and then became a soldier. And, 
Sir, I was very kindly treated by the English Benedictines, 
and have a cell appropriated to me in their convent." 

He observed, "The great in France live very magni- 
ficently, but the rest very miserably. There is no happy 
middle state, as in England. The shops of Paris are 
mean ; the meat in the markets is such as would be sent 
to a gaol in England; and Mr. Thrale justly observed, 
that the cookery of the French was forced upon them by 
necessity ; for they could not eat their meat, unless they 
added some taste to it. The French are an indelicate 
people ; they will spit upon any place. At Madame [Du 
Bocage*s], a literary lady of rank, the footman took the 
sugar in his fingers, and threw it into my coffee. I was 
going to put it aside ; but hearing it was made on purpose 
for me, I e'en tasted Tom's fingers. The same lady would 
needs make tea a VAngloise. The spout of the teapot did 

' My worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Andrew Lnmisden, by his 
accurate acquaintance with France, enabled me to make out many 
proper names, which Dr. Johnson had written indistinctly, and some- 
times spelt erroneously. 
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not pour freely; she bade the footman blow into it.* 
France is worse than Scotland in every thing but climate. 
Nature has done more for the French ; but they have done 
less for themselves than the Scotch have done." ^ 

It happened that Foote was at Paris at the same time 
with Dr. Johnson, and his description of my friend while 
there was abundantly ludicrous. He told me, that the 
French were quite astonished at his figure and manner, 
and at his dress, which he obstinately continued exactly as 
in London;' — ^his brown clothes, black stockings, and 

* Miss Beynolds' Recollections preserve this story as told hor by 
Baretti, who was of the party : '' Going one day to drink tea with 
Madame du Bocage, she happened to produce an old china teapot, which 
Mrs. Strickland, who made the tea, could not make pour : ' Soufflez, 
soufflee, madamey dedanSy cried Madame du Bocage, < il se rectifie immi- 
diatemerU ; eaaauegy je voua en prie* The servant then thinking that 
Mrs. StricklancTdid not understand what his lady said, took up the tea- 
pot to rectify it, aod Mrs. Strickland had quite a struggle to prevent hi» 
blowing into the spout. Madame du Bocage all this while had not the 
least idea of its being any impropriety, and wondered at Mrs. Strickland's 
stupidity. She came over to the latter, caught up the teapot, and blew 
into the spout with all her might : then finding it ^our, she held it up in 
triumph, and repeatedly exclaimed, * VoiUt, voilh,fai regagni Vhonncur 
de ma thHere.^ She had no sugar-tongs, and said something that showed 
she expected Mrs. Strickland to use her fingers to sweeten the cups. 

' Madamey je n'oserois,' — < Oh mon Dieul quel grand quanquan les Angloi» 
font de peu de chase' " — Crokcr. 

* " Mr. Thrale loved," says Mrs. Fiozzi (Anecdotes, p. 99), " prospects^ 
and was mortified that his friend could not enjoy the sight of those 
different dispositions of wood and water, hill and valley, that travelling 
through England and IVance affords a man. But when he wished to 
point them out to his companion, ' Never heed such nonsense,' would be 
the reply : * a blade of grass is always a blade of grass, whether in one 
country or another. Let us, if we do talk, talk about something : men 
and women are my subjects of inquiry ; let us see how these difiier from 
those we have left behind.' His dislike of the French was well known 
to both nations, I believe ; but he applauded the number of their books 
and the graces of their style. * They have few sentiments,' said he, * but 
they express them neatly ; they have little meat too, but they dress it 
weft.' ^'—Croker, 

' Foote seems to have embellished a little in saying that Johnson did 
not alter his dress at Paris ; as in his journal is a memorandum about 
white stockings, wig, and hat. In another place we are told that " during 
his travels in France he was furnished with a French-made wig of hand- 
some construction." That Johnson was not inattentive to his appearance 
is certain, from a circumstance related by Mr. Steevens, and inserted by 
Mr. Boswell in vol. iv., between June 15 and June 22, 1784.— (Tl Blakeway. 
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plain shirt. He mentioned, that an Irish gentleman said 
to Johnson, " Sir, you have not seen the best French 
players." Johnson. " Players, Sir ! I look on them as no 
better than creatures set upon tables and joint stools, to 
make faces and produce laughter, like dancing dogs." 
^*But, Sir, you will allow that some players are better 
than others ? " Johnson. ** Yea, Sir, as some dogs dance 
better than others." 

While Johnson was in France, he was generally very 
resolute in speaking Latin. It was a maxim with him that 
a man should not let himself down by speaking a language 
w^hich he speaks imperfectly. Indeed, we must have often 
observed how inferior, how much like a child a man ap- 
j)ears, who speaks a broken tongue. When Sir Joshua 
Eeynolds, at one of the dinners of the Boyal Academy, 
"presented him to a Frenchman of great distinction, he 
would not deign to speak French, but talked Latin, though 
his Excellency did not imderstand it, owing, perhaps, to 
Johnson's English pronimciation : yet upon another oc- 
«casion he was observed to speak French to a Frenchman of 
high rank, who spoke English ; and being asked the reason, 
with some expression of surprise, he answered, " because I 
think my French is as good as his English." Though 
Johnson understood French perfectly, he could not speak 
it readily, as I have observed at his first interview with 
General Paoli, in 1769 ; yet he wrote it, I imagiue pretty 
well, as appears from some of his letters in Mrs. Piozzi's 
<5ollection, of which I shall transcribe one : — 



A MADAME LA COMTESSE DE . 

«Jaly 16, 1771.^^ 
'* Oui, madame, le moment est arrivd, et 11 faut que je parte. 
Mais pourquoi faut il partir? Est ce que je m'ennuyeP Je 
su'emiuyerai ailleurs. Est ce que je cherche ou quelque plaisir, ou 

Mr. Blakeway*8 observation is further confirmed by a note in Johnson's 
•diary (Hawkins's Life, p. 517). It appears that he had laid out thirty 
^onds in clothes for his French journey. — Malone. 
^ Letters, &c., vol. i., p. 34. 
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quelque soulagement ? Je ue cherche rien, je n^esp^re rien. 
Aller voir ce que j'ai vii, 6tre un peu rejoue, un peu degoute, me 
resouvenir que la vie se passe, et qu*elle se passe en vain, me 
plaindre de moi, m'endurcir aux dehors; voici le tout de ce 
qu'on compte pour les deKces de Tannee. Que Dieu vous donne, 
madame, tons les agremens de la vie, avec un esprit qui peut en 
jouir sans s'y livrer trop." 

Here let me not forget a curious anecdote, as related to 
xhe by Mr. Beauclerk, which I shall endeavour to exhibit 
as well as I can in that gentleman's lively manner ; and in 
justice to him it is proper to add, that Dr. Johnson told me 
I might rely both on tiie correctness of his memory, and 
the fidelity of his narrative. " When Madame de Boufflers ^ 
was first in England," said Beauclerk, " she was desirous 
to see Johnson. I accordingly went with her to his chambers 
in the Temple, where she was entertained with his con- 
versation for some time. When our visit was over, she 
and I left him, and were got into Inner Temple Lane, when 
all at once I heard a voice like thunder. This was oc- 
casioned by Johnson, who, it seems, upon a little reflection, 
had taken it into his head that he ought to have done the 
honours of his literary residence to a foreign lady of 
quality, and, eager to show himself a man of gallantry, 
was hurrying down the staircase in violent agitation. He 
overtook us before we reached the Temple-gate, and, 
brushing in between me and Madame de Boufflers, seized 
her hand, and conducted her to her coach. His dress was 
a rusty brown morning suit, a pair of old shoes by way 
of slippers, a little shrivelled wig sticking on the top of his 
head, and the sleeves of his shirt and the knees of his 
breeches hanging loose. A considerable crowd of people 
gathered round, and were not a little struck by this sin- 
gular appearance." 

* Bouflers-Rouvrel (Marie-Charlotte-Hippolyte, Comtesse de), born at 
Paris, 1724, died about 1800. Married to the Comte de Bouflers- 
Bouvrel, she was left a widow in 1764. " Tout cet intervalle de sa vie 
«e trouve partag^ entre ces mceurs faciles et l^geres, mais soavent tem- 
p^r^es par Pesprit que Ton rencontre chez les femmes de la fin du dix- 
nuitidme si^cle, et ses relations avec les intelligences qui marqu^rent 
cette p^riode de notre histoire." She was the friend and correspondent 
of Hume, Rousseau, and many other distinguished men. Didot^ Biog. 
QeiL^Editor. 
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He spoke Latin with wonderful fluency and elegance. 
When Vhre Boscovich ^ was in England, Johnson dined in 
company with him at Sir Joshua Eeynolds's, and at Dr. 
Douglas's, now Bishop of Salisbury. Upon both occasions 
that celebrated foreigner expressed his astonishment at 
Johnson's Latin conversation. When at Paris, Johnson 
thus characterised Voltaire to Fr^ron the journalist : " Vir 
est acerrimi ingenii et paucarwm lUerarum,*' 



TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

"Edinburgh, Dec. 5, 1775. 
" My dear Sir, 

" Mr. Alexander Maclean, the young laird of Col, being* 
to set out to-morrow for London, I give him this letter to intro- 
duce him to your acquaintance. The kindness which you and I 
experienced from his brother, whose unfortunate death we sin- 
cerely lament, will make us always desirous to show attention to 
any branch of the family. Indeed, you have so much of the true 
Highland cordiality, that I am sure you would have thought me 
to blame if I had neglected to reconunend to you this Hebridean 
prince, in whose island we were hospitably entertained. I ever 
am, with respectful attachment, my dear Sir, your most obliged 
and most humble servant, *' James Boswbll.** 

Mr. Maclean returned with the most agreeable accounts 
of the polite attention with which he was received by Dr. 
Johnson. 

In the course of the year Br. Bumey informs me that 
** he very frequently met Dr. Johnson at Mr. Thrale's, at 
Streatham, where they had many long conversations, often 
sitting up as long as the fire and candles lasted, and much 
longer than the patience of the servants subsisted." A few 

^ Koger Joseph Boscowich, bom at Hagnsa, May 18, 1711, died at 
Milan, February 12, 1787, early became a Jesuit, and was one of the 
most distinguished of its members, for the extent and variety of his- 
scientific attainments. The notice of him in Didot's Biog. G^n^rale 
enumerates no less than seventy-ono works of his printed at Borne, 
Venice, Milan, Vienna, London, &c. — Editor 
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of Johnson's sayings, which that gentleman recollects, shall 
here be inserted. 

" I never take a nap after dinner but when I have had a 
bad night, and then the nap takes me." 

" The writer of an epitaph should not be considered as 
saying nothing but what is strictly true. Allowance must 
be made for some degree of exaggerated praise. In hipidary 
inscriptions a man is not upon oath." 

*' There is now less flogging in our great schools than 
formerly, but then less is learned there ; so that what the 
boys get at one end they lose at the other." 

** More is learned in public than in private schools, from 
emtdation ; there is the collision of mind with mind, or the 
radiation of many minds pointing to one centre. Though 
few boys make their own exercises, yet if a good exercise 
is given up, out of a great number of boys, it is made by 
somebody." 

"I hate by-roads in education. Education is as well 
known, and has long been as well known, as ever it can be. 
Endeavouring to make children prematurely wise is useless 
labour. Suppose they have more knowledge at Ave or six 
years old than other children, what use can be made of it ? 
It will be lost before it is wanted, and the waste of so much 
time and labour of the teacher can never be repaid. Too 
much is expected from precocity, and too little performed. 

Miss ^ was an instance of early cultivation, but in what 

did it terminate ? In marrying a little presbyterian parson, 
who keeps an infant boarding school, so that all her em- 
ployment now is — 

To Buckle fools, and chronicle small beer.* 

She tells the children, ' This is a cat, and that is a dog, 
with four legs, and a tail ; see there ! you are much better 
than a cat or a dog, for you can speak.' If I had bestowed 
such an education on my daughter, and had discovered that 

^ No doubt this blank must be filled in with the name, Aikin : Anna 
Letitia, who married, 1774, Mr. Barbauld, the ** little presbyterian par- 
don," and died March 9, 1825, after a long life of honourable literarj 
labour. She found an excellent biographer in her niece, Lucy Aikin. — 
Editor, 

II. B B 
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she thought of marrying such a fellow, I would have sent 
her to the Congress.^* 

"After having talked slightingly of music, he was 
observed to listen very attentively while Miss Thrale 
played on the harpsichord ; and with eagerness he called 
to her, 'Why don't you dash away like Bumey?' Dr. 
Bumey upon this said to him, * I believe, Sir, we shall make 
a musician of you at last.* Johnson with candid compla- 
cency replied, * Sir, I shall be glad to have a new sense 
given to me.' " 

" He had come down one morning to the breakfast-room, 
and been a considerable time by himself before any body 
appeared. When on a subsequent day he was twitted by 
Mrs. Thrale for being very late, which he generally was, he 
defended himself by alluding to the extraordinary morning, 
when he had been too early. * Madam, I do not like to 
come down to vacuity,^ " 

" Dr. Bumey having remarked that Mr. Garrick was be- 
ginning to look old, he said, * Why, Sir, you are not to 
wonder at that ; no man's face has had more wear and 
tear.'" 

Not having heard from him for a longer time than I 
supposed he would be silent, I wrote to him Dec. 18, not 
in good spirits : " Sometimes I have been afraid that the 
cold which has gone over Europe this year like a sort of 
pestilence has seized you severely : sometimes my imagina- 
tion, which is upon occasions prolific of evil, has figured 
that you may have somehow taken offence at some part of 
my conduct." 



TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Dec. 23, 1775. 
**DbabSib, 

" Never dream of any ofience, How should you offend 
me ? I consider your friendship as a possession, which 1 intend 
to hold till you take it fi'om me, and to lament if ever by my 
fault I should lose it. However, when such suspicions find their 
way into your mind, always give them vent ; I shall make haste 
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to disperse them ; but liinder their first ingress if you can. 
Consider such thoughts as morbid. 

" Such iUness as may excuse my omission to Lord Hailes I 
cannot honestly plead. I have been hindered, I know not how, 
by a succession of petty obstructions. I hope to mend imme- 
diately, and to send next post to his lordship. Mr. Thrale would 
have written to you if I had omitted ; he sends his compliments, 
and wishes to see you. 

" Y(tu and your lady will now have no more wrangling about 
feudal inheritance. How does the young Laird of Auchinleck ? 
I suppose Miss Veronica is grown a reader and discourser. I 
have just now got a cough, but it has never yet hindered me 
from sleeping ; I have had quieter nights than are common with 
me. I cannot but rejoice that Joseph ^ has had the wit to find 
the way back. He is a fine fellow, and one of the best travellers 
in the world. 

" Young Col brought me your letter. He is a very pleasing 
youth. I took him two days ago to the Mitre, and we dined 
together. I was as civil as I had the means of being. I have 
had a letter from Rasay, acknowledging, with great appearance 
of satisfaction, the insertion in the Edinburgh paper. I am very 
glad that it was done. 

"My compliments to Mrs. Boswell, who does not love me, 
and of all the rest, I need only send them to those that do ; and 
I am afraid it wiQ give you very little trouble to distribute them* 
I am, my dear, dear Sir, &c., " Sam. Johnson." 

* Joseph Ritter, a Bohemian, who was in my service many years, and 
attended Dr. Johnson and me in our tour to the Hebrides. After hav- 
ing left me for some time, he had now returned to me. 
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APPENDIX. 

I. 

VARIOUS LETTERS, 

VBOM DB. JOHNSON TO DIVFERBNT PEBSON8, 

From January, 1764, to December, 1775 ; puhlished by Mr, 
Croher in the first and subsequent editions of his 
'* BosweWs Life of Johnson,** 

TO MISS PORTER. 

''London, Jan. 10,1764. 
"My Dbab, 

I WAS in hopes that you would have written to me before thia 
time, to tell me that your house was finished, and that you 
were happy in it. I am sure I wish you happy. By the carrier 
of this week you will receive a box, in which I have put some 
books, most of which were your poor dear mamma*s, and a dia- 
mond ring, which I hope you will wear as my new yearns gift. 
If you receive it with as much kindness as I send it, you will not 
slight it, you will be very fond of it. 

" Pray give my service to Kitty, who, I hope, keeps pretty 
weD. I know not now when I shall come down ; I believe it will 
not be very soon. But I shall be glad to hear of you from time 
to time. 

^* I wish you, my dearest, many happy years ; take what care 
you can of your health. I am, my dear, your affectionate humble 
servant, "Sam. Johnson.'* 

Pearson MSS. 
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TO GARRICK. 

« May 18, 1765. 
''DbabSib, 

** I know that great regard will be had to your opinion 
of an Edition of Shakspeare. I desire therefore, to Becure an 
honest prejudice in my favour by securing your sufirage, and that 
this prejudice may really be bonest, I wish you would name such 
plays as you would see, and they shall be sent you by, Sir, your 
most humble servant, *' Sam. Johnson.** 

UpcoU MSS. 

TO GEORGE STRAHAN. 
Univeriity College^ Oxford. 

"May 25, 1765. 

<< Djbab Sib, 

*' That I have answered neither of your letters you must 
not impute to any declension of good will, but merely to the want 
of something to say. I suppose you pursue your studies diligently, 
and diligence will seldom fail of success. Do not tire yourself 
so much with Greek one day as to be afraid of looking on it the 
next ; but give it a certun portion of time, suppose four hours, 
and pass the rest of the day in Latin or English. I would have 
you learn French, and take in a literary journal once a month, 
which will accustom you to various subjects, and inform you what 
learning is going forward in the world. Do not omit to mingle 
some lighter books with those of more importance ; that which 
is read remisso ammo is of1»n of great use, and takes great hold 
of the remembrance. However, take what course you will, if 
you be diligent you will be a scholar, I am, dear Sir, yours 
affectionately, Sam. Johnson.** 

Rose MSS, 



TO DR. JOSEPH WARTON. 

"Oct. 9,1766. 
''DeabSib, 

'* Mrs. Warton uses me hardly in supposing that I could 
forget so much kindness and civility as she showed me at Win- 
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cHester. I remember, likewise, our conversation about St. Cross. 
The desire of seeing her again will be one of the motives that 
will bring me into Hampshire. 

" I have taken care of jour book ; being so far from dout^ting 
jour subscription, that I think jou have subscribed twice : jou 
once paid jour guinea into mj own hand in the garret in Gough 
Square. When jou light on jour receipt, throw it on the fire ; 
if JOU find a second receipt, jou maj have a second book. 

*' To tell the truth, as I fdt no solicitude about this work, I 
receive no great comfort from its conclusion ; but jet am weli 
enough pleased that the public has no farther claim upon me. I 
wish JOU would write more frequentlj to, dear Sir, jour 
affectionate humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 



TO MISS PORTER. 

" Johnson's Court, Fleet Street, Jan. 14, 1766. 

'* DxAB Mabam, 

** The reason whj I did not answer jour letters was that 
I can please mjself with no answer. I was loth that Kittj should 
leave the house till I had seen it once more, and jet for some 
reasons I cannot well come during the session of parliament. I 
am unwilling to sell it, jet hardlj know whj. Jf it can be let, 
it should be repaired, and I purpose to let Kittj have part of the 
rent while we both live; and wish that jou would get it sur- 
vejed, and let me know how much monej will be necessarj to fit 
it for a tenant. I would not have jou staj longer than is con* 
venient, and I thank jou for jour care of Kittj. 

<*Do not take mj omission amiss. I am sorrj for it, but 
know not what to saj. You must act bj jour own prudence,, 
and I shall be pleased. Write to me again ; I do not design to- 
neglect jou anj more. It is great pleasure for me to hear from 
JOU ; but this whole affair is pain^ to me. I wish jou, mj dear, 
manj happj jears. Give mj respects to Kittj. I am, dear 
Madam, jour most affectionate humble servant, 

" Sam Johnson." 

Pearion MSS. 
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TO MRS. ASTON. 

"Nov. 17, 1767. 

" Madam, 

" If you impute it to disrespect or inattention, that I 
took no leave when I left Lichfield, you will do me great injustice. 
I know you too well not to value your friendship. 

" When I came to Oxford I enquired after the product of our 
walnut-tree, but it had, like other trees this year, but very few 
nuts, and for those few I came too late. The tree, as I told you, 
Madam, we cannot find to be more than thirty years old, and, 
upon measuring it, I found it, at about one foot from the ground, 
seven feet in circumference, and at the height of about seven feet, 
the circumference is five feet and a half; it would have been, I 
believe, still bigger, but that it has been lopped. The nuts are 
small, such as they call single nuts ; whether this nut is of 
quicker growth than better I have not yet enquired ; such as they 
are, I hope to send them next year. 

*' You know, dear Madam, the liberty I took of hinting, that I 
did not think your present mode of life very pregnant with 
happiness. Reflection has not yet changed my opinion. Solicitude 
excludes pleasure, and does not always secure peace. Some com- 
munication of sentiments is commonly necessary to give vent to 
the imagination, and discharge the mind of its own flatulencies. 
Some lady surely might be found, in whose conversation you 
might delight, and in whose fidelity you might repose. The Worlds 
says Locke, has people of all sorts. You will forgive me this 
obtrusion of opinion ; I am sure I wish you well. 

'' Poor Kitty has done what we have all to do, and Lucy has 
the world to begin anew : I hope she will find some way to more 
content than I left her possessing. 

" Be pleased to make my compliments to Mrs. Hinckley and 
Miss Turton. I am, Madam, your most obliged and most humble 
servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

Parker MSS. 

TO MISS PORTER. 

« Oxford, April 18, 1768. 
**Mt dear, i)EAE Love, 

" You have had a very great loss. To lose an old firiend. 
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Is to be cut off from a great part of the little pleasure that this 
life allows. But such is the condition of our nature, that as we 
live on we must see those whom we love drop successively, and 
find our circle of relations grow less and less, till we are almost 
unconnected with the world ; and then it must soon be our turn 
to drop into the grave. There is always this consolation, that 
we have one Protector who can never be lost but by our own 
fault, and every new experience of the uncertainty of all other 
comforts should determine us to fix our hearts where true joys 
are to be found. All union with the inhabitants of earth must 
in time be broken ; and all the hopes that terminate here, must 
on [one] part or other end in disappointment. 

" I am glad that Mrs. Adey and Mrs. Cobb do not leave you 
alone. Pay my respects to them, and the Sewards, and all my 
friends. When Mr. Porter comes, he will direct you. Let me 
know of his arrival, and I will write to him. 

" When I go back to London, I will take care of your reading- 
glass. Whenever I can do any thing for you, remember, my 
dear darling, that one of my greatest pleasures is to please you. 

''The punctuality of your correspondence I consider as a 
proof of great regard. When we shall see each other, I know 
not, but let us often think on each other, and think with tender- 
ness. Do not forget me in your prayers. I have for a long 
time back been very poorly : but of what use is it to com- 
plain ? Write often, for your letters always give great pleasure 
to, my dear, your most affectionate and most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson.'* 

Malone, 



TO MISS PORTER. 

" June 18, 1768. 
"My Love, 

** It gives me great pleasure to find that you are so well 
satisfied with what little thhigs it has been in my power to send 
you. I hope you will always employ me in any office that can 
conduce to your convenience. My health is, I thank Grod, 
much better ; but it is yet very weak ; and very little things 
put it into a troublesome state ; but still I hope all will be well. 
Pray for me. 

" My friends at Lichfield must not think that I forget them. 
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Neither Mrs. Cobb, nor Mrs. Adej, nor Miss Adej, nor Miss 
Seward, nor Miss Vise, are to suppose that I have lost all 
memory of their kindness. Mention me to them when you see 
them. I hear Mr. Vise has been lately very much in danger. 
I hope he is better. 

" When you write again, let me know how you go on, and 
what company you keep, and what you do all day. I love to 
think on you, but do not know when I shall see you. Pray, 
write very often. I am dearest, your humble servant, 

"Sam. Johnson.** 

Pearson, MSS. 



TO MRS. ASTON. 

<< Brighthehnstone, Aug. 26, 1769. 

" Madam, 

'* I suppose you have received the mill : the whole appa- 
ratus seemed to be perfect, except that there is wanting a little 
tin spout at the bottom, and some ring or knob, on which the bag 
that catches the meal is to be hung. When these are added, I 
hope you will be able to grind your own bread, and treat me 
with a cake made by yourself, of meal from your own com of 
your own grinding. 

" I was glad. Madam, to see you so well, and hope your health 
will long increase, and then long continue. I am. Madam, your 
most obedient servant, " Sam. Johnson.** 

Parker MSS. 



TO MISS POETER. 

"May 1,1770. 
"Deabbst Madam, 

"Among other causes that have hindered me from 
answering your last kind letter is a tedious and painful rheuma- 
tism, that has afflicted me for many weeks, and still continues to 
molest me. I hope you are well, and will long keep your health 
and your cheerfulness. 

" One reason why I delayed to write was, my uncertainty 
how to answer your letter. I like the thought of giving away 
the money very well ; but when I consider that Tom Johnson is 
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my nearest relation, and that he is now old and in great want ; 
that he was my playfellow in childhood, and has never done any 
thing to otifend me ; I am in doubt, whether I ought not rather 
giye it him than any other. 

" Of this, my dear, I would have your opinion. I would 
willingly please you, and I know that you will be pleased best 
with what you think right. Tell me your mind, and do not 
learn of me to neglect writing ; for it is a very sorry trick, 
though it be mine. 

" Your brother is well ; I saw him to-day, and thought it long 
since I saw him before ; it seems he has called often, and could 
not find me. I am, my dear, your affectionate humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

Pearson MSS, 



TO MISS PORTER 

<< London, May 29, 1770. 

<*Mt deabest Deab, 

" I am very sorry that your eyes are bad; take -great 
care of them, especially by candlelight. Mine continue pretty 
good, but they are sometimes dim. My rheumatism grows 
. graduUy better. I have considered your letter, and am willing 
that the whole money should go where you, my dear, originally 
intended. I hope to help Tom some other way. So that matter 
is over. 

^ Dr. Taylor has invited me to pass some time with him at 
Ashboiune : if I come, you may be sure that I shall take you 
and Lichfield in my way. IVlien I am nearer coming, I will 
«end you word. 

" Of Mr. Porter I have seen very little, but I know not that 
it is his fault, for he says that he often calls, and never finds 
me ; I am sorry for it, for I love him. Mr. Mathias has lately 
had a great deal of money left him, of which you have probably 
heard already. I am, my dearest, your most affectionate servanti 

"Sam. Johnson." 

Pearson MSS. 
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TO MISS LANGTOK 

London, April 1771 [2]. 

" Madam, 

" If I could have flattered myself that my letters could 
have given pleasure, or have alleviated pain, I should not have 
omitted to write to a lady to whom I do sincerely wish every 
increase of pleasure, and every mitigation of uneasiness. 

^' I knew, dear Madam, that a very heavy affliction had fallen 
upon you ; but it was one of those which the established course 
of nature makes necessary, and to which kind words give no 
relief. Success is, on these occasions, to be expected only from 
time. 

" Your censure of me, as deficient in friendship, is therefore 
too severe. I have neither been unfriendly, nor intentionally 
uncivil. The notice with which you have honoured me, I have 
neither forgotten, nor remembered without pleasure. The cala- 
mity of ill health, your brother will tell you that I have had, 
since I saw you, sufficient reason to know and to pity. But this 
is another evil against which we can receive little help from one 
another. I can only advise you, and I advise you with great 
earnestness, to do nothing that may hurt you, and to reject 
nothing that may do you good. To preserve health is a moral 
and religious duty : for health is the basis of all social virtues ; 
we can be usefiil no longer than while we are well. 

" If the family knows that you receive this letter, you will be 
pleased to make my compliments. I flatter myself with the 
hopes of seeing Langton after Lady Rothes's recovery ; and 
then I hope that you and I shall renew our conferences, and that 
I shall find you willing as formerly to talk and to hear ; and shall 
be again admitted to the honour of being. Madam, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, '* Sam. Johnson.^* 

Gent, Mag, vol. Ixx. p. 915. 



TO GARRICK. 

<< Streatham, Dec. 12, 1771. 
" Dear Sib, 

" I have thought upon your epitaph, but without much 
efiect. An epitaph is no easy thing. 
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** Of your three stanzas, the third is utterly unworthy of you. 
The first and third together give no discriminative character. 
If the first alone were to stand, Hogarth would not be distin- 
guished from any other man of intellectual eminence, Suppose 
you worked upon something like this : 

<' The Hand of Art here torpid lies 
That traced the essential form of Grace : 

Here Death has closed the carious eyes 
That saw the manners in the face. 

" If Genius warm thee, Reader, stay, 
If Merit touch thee shed a tear 3 
Be Vice and Duluess far away ! 
Great Hogarth's honoured dust is here." 

"In your second staaza, pictured morals is a beautiful expres- 
sion, which I would wish to retain ; but learn and mourn cannot 
stand for rhymes. Art and nature have been seen together too 
often. In the first stanza ia feeling, in the second feeL Feeling 
for tenderness or sensibility is a word merely colloquial, of late 
introduction, not yet sure enough of its own existence to claim 
a place upon a stone. Jf thou hast neither is quite prose, and 
prose of the familiar kind. Thus easy is it to find faults, but it 
is hard to make an Epitaph. 

" When you have reviewed it, let me see it again : you are 
welcome to any help that I can give, on condition that you 
make my compliments to Mrs. Garrick. I am, dear Sir, your 
most, &c. " Sam. Johnson,** 

MS. 



TO W. S. JOHNSON, LL.D.,' 

Stratford, Connecticut, 

** Johnson's Court, March 4, 1773. 
"Sib, 

*'.0f all those whom the various accidents of life have 
Drought within my notice, there is scarce any man whose ac- 
quaintance I have more desired to cultivate than yours. I can- 

' The late William Samuel Johnson of Connecticut. This gentleman 
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not indeed charge jou with neglecting me, yet our matnal 
inclination could never gratify itself with opportunities. The 
current of the day always bore us away from one another, and 
now the Atlantic is between us. 

" Whether you carried away an impression of me as pleasing 
as that which you left me of yourself, I know not ; if you did, 
you have not forgotten me, and will be glad that I do not forget 
you. Merely to be remembered is indeed a barren pleasure, but 
it is one of the pleasures which is more sensibly felt as human 
nature is more exalted. 

^' To make you wish that I should have you in my mind, I 
would be glad to tell you something which you do not know ; 
but all public affairs are printed ; and as you and I have no 
common friend, I can tell you no private history. 

*' The government, I think, grow stronger ; but I am afraid 
the next general election will be a time of uncommon turbulence, 
violence, and outrage. 

** Of Uterature no great product has appeared, or is expected ; 
the attention of the people has for some years been otherwise 
employed. 

*^ I was told a day or two ago of a design which must excite 
some curiosity. Two ships are in preparation, which are under 
the command of Captain Constantine Fhipps, to explore the 
northern ocean ; not to seek the north-east or the north-west 
passage, but to sail directly north, as near the pole as they can 
go. They hope to find an open ocean, but I suspect it is one 
mass of perpetual congelation. I do not much wish well to 
discoveries, for I am always afrtdd they will end in conquest and 
robbery. 

" I have been out of order this winter, but am grown better. 
Can I never hope to see you again, or must I be always content 
to tell you that in another hemisphere I am, Sir, your most 
humble servant ? " Sam. Johhson.'* 

— Gent Mag, 

spent several years in England about the middle bf the last century. 
He received the degree of fioctor of Civil Law from the University of 
Oxford ; and this circnmstanoe, together with the accidental snnilarity 
of name, recommended him to the acquaintance of Dr. Samuel Johnson. 
Several letters passed between them, after the American Dr. Johnson 
had returned to his native country ; of which, however, it is feared that 
this is the only one remaining.-~6^^. ikfay. — Croker, 
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TO GOLDSMITH. 

"April 23, 1773. 
"Sir, 

" I beg that you will excuse my absence to the Club ; I 
am going this evening to Oxford. 

" I have another favour to beg. It is that I may be consider ed 
as proposing Mr. Boswell for a candidate of our society, and that 
he may be considered as regularly nominated. I am, Sir, your 
most humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

TO MRS. MONTAGU. 

♦*Jan. II, 1774. 

" Madam, 

" Having committed one fault by inadvertency, I will 
not commit another by sullenness. When I had the honour of 
your card, I could not comply with your invitation, and must 
now suffer the shame of confessing that the necessity of an 
answer did not come into my mind. 

" This omission. Madam, you may easily excuse, as the con- 
sciousness of your own character must secure you from sus- 
pecting that the favour of your notice can never miss a suitable 
return, but from ignorance or thoughtlessness ; and to be igno- 
rant of your eminence is not easy, but to him who lives out of 
the reach of the public voice. — I am. Madam, your most obedient 
and most humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

Montagu MSS, 



TO MR. HOLLYER, 

Of Coventry. 

" Dec. 6, 1774. 
"Sib, 

'* I take the liberty of writing to you, with whom I have 
no acquaintance, and whom I have therefore very little right to 
trouble ; but as it is about a man equally or almost equally re- 
lated to both of us, I hope you will excuse it. 
II. CO 
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" I have lately received a letter from our cousin Thomas 
Johnson, complaining of great distress. His distress, I suppose, 
is real ; but how can it be prevented ? In 1772, about Christmas, 
I sent him thirty pounds, because he thought he could do some- 
thing in a shop : many have lived who began with less. In the 
summer 1773 I sent him ten pounds more, as I had promised 
him. What was the event ? In the spring 1774 he wrote me, 
and that he was in debt for rent, and in want of clothes. That 
is, he had in about sixteen months consumed forty pounds, and 
then writes for more, without any mention of either misconduct 
or misfortune. This seems to me very strange, and I shall be 
obliged to you if you can inform me, or make him inform me, 
how the money was spent ; and give your advice what can be 
done for him with prudence and efficacy. 

" He is, I am afraid, not over sensible of the impropriety of 
his management, for he came to visit me in the summer. I was 
in the country, which, perhaps, was well for us both : I might 
have used him harshly, and then have repented. 

" I have sent a bill for five pounds, which you will be so kind 
to get discounted for him, and see the money properly applied, 
and give me your advice what can be done. — I am, Sir, your 
humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

MS. 



TO MRS. LUCY PORTER. 

" London, Sept. 9, 1775. 

'^ DfiAB Madam, 

" I have sent your books by the carrier, and in Sandy 8*s 
Travels you will find your glasses. I have written this post to 
the ladies at Stowehill, and you may, the day after you have 
this, or at any other time, send Mrs. GastrelFs books. 

" Be pleased to make my compliments to all my good friends. 
I hope the poor dear head is recovered, and you will now be able 
to write, which, however, you need not do, for I am going back 
to Brighthelmstone, and when I come back will take care to tell 
you. In the meantime take great care of your health, and drink 
as much as you can. I am, dearest love, your most humble 
servant, ** Sam. Johnson." 

Pearson MSS. 
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TO MRS. MONTAGU. 

" Dec. 15, 1775. 

** Madam, 

" Having, after my return from a little ramble to France, 
passed some time in the country, I did not hear, till I was told 
by Miss Reynolds, that you were in town : and when I did hear 
it, I heard likewise that you were ill. To have you detained 
among us by sickness is to enjoy your presence at too dear a 
rate. I suffer myself to be flattered with hope that only half 
the intelligence is now true, and that you are now so well as to 
be able to leave us, and so kind as not to be willing. I am. 
Madam, your most humble servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

Montagu MSS. 



TO MRS. MONTAGU. 

« Dec. 17, 1775. 

*' Madam, 

'* All that the esteem and reverence of mankind can give 
you has long been in your possession, and the little that I can 
add to the voice of nations will not merely exalt ; of that little, 
however, you are, I hope, very certain. I wonder, Madam, if 
you remember Col in the Hebrides. The brother and heir of 
poor Col has just been to visit me, and I have engaged to dine 
with him on Thursday. I do not know his lodging, and cannot 
send him a message, and must therefore suspend the honour 
which you are pleased to offer to. Madam, your most humble 
servant, " Sam. Johnson.*' 

Montagu MSS. 



TO MRS. MONTAGU. 

«* Thursday, Dec. 2 1, 1 775. 
** Madam, 

*^I know not when any letter has given me so much 
pleasure or vexation as that which I had yesterday the honour of 



Digitized by 



Google 



888 boswell's liS-b of johnson. 

receiving. That you, Madam, should wish for my company is 
surely a sufficient reason for being pleased ; that I should delay 
twice, what I had so little right to expect even once, has so bad. 
an appearance, that I can only hope to have it thought I am 
ashamed. — You havo kindly allowed me to name a day. Will 
you be pleased. Madam, to accept of me any day after Tuesday ? 
Till I am favoured with your answer, or despair of so much con- 
descension, I shall suffer no engagement to fasten itself upon me. 
I am, Madam, your most obliged and most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson.*' 
Montagn MSS. 



TO MR. GRANGER. 

About 1775 — ^but undated. 
"Sir, 

" When I returned from the country I found your letter ; 
and would very gladly have done what you desire, had it been in 
my power. Mr. Farmer is, I am confident, mistaken in sup- 
posing that he gave me any such pamphlet or cut. I should as 
soon have suspected myaelf, as Mr. Farmer, of forgetfiilnesa ; but 
that I do not know, except from your letter, the name of Arthur 
0' Toole, nor recollect that I ever heard of it before. I think it 
impossible that I should have suffered such a total obliteration 
from my mind of any such thing that was ever there. This at 
least is certain, that I do not know of any such pamphlet ; and 
equally certain I desire you to think it, that if I had it, you 
should immediately receive it from, Sir, your most humble 
servant, " Sam. Johnson." 



n. 

THE CLUB. 

The Club was founded in 1764, by Sir Joshua Reynolds and Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, and for some years met on Monday evenings. 
In 1772 the day of meeting was changed to Friday ; and about 
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that time instead of sapping they agreed to dine together once in 
every fortnight during the sitting of Parliament, 

In 1773, The Club, which soon after its foundation consisted 
of twelve members, was enlarged to twenty; March 11, 1777, to 
twenty-six; November 27, 1778, to thirty; May 9, 1780, to 
thirty-five ; and it was then resolved that, it never should exceed 
forty. 

They met originally at the " Turk's Head," in Gerrard Street, 
and continued to meet there till 1783, when the landlord died, 
and the house was soon afterwards shut up. They then removed 
to Prince's in Sackville Street; and on his house being soon 
afterwards shut up, they removed to Baxter's, which afterwards 
became Thomas's, in Dover Street. In January, 1792, they re- 
moved to Parsloe's, in St. James's Street ; and on February 26, 
1799, to the '* Thatched House," in the same street The 
** Thatched House " having been pullM down. The Club met, 
in 1863, at the " Clarendon," in Albemarle Street, but it removed 
to Willis's Rooms in 1869. From the foundation to this time, 
the number of members has been one hundred and eighty-four : 
among whom are found, omitting the mention of living members, 
many illustrious historical names — of men of letters, such as 
Johnson, Goldsmith, Adam Smith, Walter Scott, Sydney Smith ; 
of statesman, such as Burke, C. J. Fox, Sheridan, Windham, 
Canning, Mackintosh, Brougham, Russell ; of historians, such as 
Gibbon, Hallam, Grote, Macaulay ; of artists, such as Reynolds, 
Chantrey, Lawrence ; of men of science, such as Davy, WoUaston, 
Young, Whewell ; of churchmen, such as Copleston, Wilberforce, 
Stanley, Tait, besides of many eminent in social life. 

At the meetings of The Club the chair is taken in rotation 
by the members, according to the alphabetical arrangement of 
their names ; the only permanent officer being the Treasurer. 

Mr. Malone was the first treasurer, and upon his decease, in 
1812, Sir Henry Charles Englefield was elected to that office, 
which, however, on account of weakness of sight, he resigned in 
1814, when the Rev. Dr. Charles Bumey was chosen, and con* 
tinned to be treasurer until his death, which took place in De- 
cember, 1817, and on the 10th of March, 1818, Mr. Hatchett was 
elected. On the resignation of Mr. Hatchett, June 22nd, 1841, 
the Rev. H. H. Milman, afterwards Dean of St. Paul's, was 
elected ; and on the resignation of the Dean, the Right Hon. Sir 
Edmund Head, in June, 1864. He continued to fill the office 
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unto his death in January, 1868. At the first meeting of Thb 
Club in that year (February, 1868), Mr. Henry Reeve was re- 
quested by Thb Club to succeed him. 



OI. 

LETTER FROM DR. JOHNSON TO MR. 
BARNARD.* 

"May 28, 1768. 

" Sir, 

"It is natural for a scholar to interest himself in an 
expedition, undertaken, like yours, for the importation of litera- 
ture ; and therefore, though, having never travelled myself, I am 
very little qualified to give advice to a traveller ; yet, that I may 
not seem inattentive to a design so worthy of regard, I will try 
whether the present state of my health will suffer me to lay before 
you what observation or report have suggested to me, that may 
direct your inquiries, or facilitate your success. Things of which 
the mere rarity makes the value, and which are prized at a high 
rate by a wantonness rather than by use, are always passing from 
poorer to richer countries ; and therefore, though Germany and 
Italy were principally productive of typographical curiosities, I 
do not much imagine that they are now to be found there in 
great abundance. An eagerness for scarce books and early 
editions, which prevailed among the English about half a century 
ago, filled our shops with all the splendour and nicety of literature ; 
and when the Harleian Catalogue was published, many of the 
books were bought for the library of the King of France. 

" I believe, however, that by the diligence with which you 
have enlarged the library under your care, the present stock is so 
nearly exhausted, that, till new purchases supply the booksellers 
with new stores, you will not be able to do much more than 

^ Mr., afterwards Sir Francis, Barnard, was Librarian to King 
Greorge III. See ante, p. 51. — This is the letter which, I cannot guess 
why, Mr. Barnard refused to Boswell after his Msgesty had consented 
to its production. — Croker, 
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glean up single books, as accident shall produce them; this, 
therefore, is the time for visiting the continent. 

" What addition you can hope to make by ransacking other 
countries we will now consider. English literature you will 
not seek in any place but in England. Classical learning is 
diffused every where, and is not, except by accident, more copious 
in one part of the polite world than in another. But every 
country has literature of its own, which may be best gathered in 
its native soil. The studies of the learned are influenced by 
forms of government and modes of religion ; and, therefore, those 
books are necessary and common in some places, which, where 
different opinions or different manners prevail, are of little use, 
and for that reason rarely to be found. 

'^ Thus in Italy you may expect to meet with canonists and 
scholastic divines, in Germany with writers on the feudal laws, 
and in Holland with civilians. . The schoolmen and canonists 
must not be neglected, for they are useful to many purposes ; 
nor too anxiously sought, for their influence among us is much 
lessened by the Keformation. Of the canonists at least a few 
eminent writers may be sufficient. The schoolmen are of more 
general value. But the feudal and civil law I cannot but wish 
to see complete. The feudal constitution is the original of the 
law of property, over all the civilized part of Europe ; and the 
civil law, as it is generally understood to include the law of 
nations, may be called with great propriety a regal study. Of 
these books, which have been often published, and diversified by 
various modes of impression, a royal library should have at least 
the most curious edition, the most splendid, and the most useful. 
The most curious edition is conmionly the first, and the most 
useftd may be expected among the last. Thus, of TuUy's Ofiices, 
the edition of Fust is the most curious, and that of Grsevius the 
most useful. The most splendid the eye will discern. With 
the old printers you are now become well acquainted ; if you can 
find any collection of their productions to be sold, you will un- 
doubtedly buy it; but this can scarcely be hoped, and you must 
catch up single volumes where you can find them. In every 
place things often occur where they are at least expected. I 
was shown a Welsh grammar written in Welsh, and printed at 
Milan, I believe, before any grammar of that language had been 
printed here. Of purchasing entire libraries, I know not whether 
the inconvenience may not overbalance the advantage. Of 
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libraries connected with generaJ views, one will have many books 
in common with another. When you have bought two collections, 
you will find that you have bought many books twice over, and 
many in each which you have left at home, and, therefore, did 
not want ; and when you have selected a small number, you will 
have the rest to sell at a great loss, or to transport hither at 
perhaps a greater. It will generally be more commodious to 
buy the few that you want, at a price somewhat advanced, than 
to encumber yourself with useless books. But libraries collected 
for particular studies will be very valuable acquisitions. The 
collection of an eminent civilian, feudist, or mathematician, will 
perhaps have very few superfluities. Topography or local history 
prevails much in many parts of the continent. I have been told 
that scarcely a village of Italy wants its historian. These books 
may be generally neglected, but some will deserve attention by 
the celebrity of the place, the eminence of the authors, or the 
beauty of the sculptures. Sculpture has always been more 
cultivated among other nations than among us. The old art of 
cutting on wood, which decorated the books of ancient impression, 
was never carried here to any excellence ; and the practice of 
engraving on copper, which succeeded, has never been much em- 
ployed among us in adorning books. The old books with wooden 
cuts are to be diligently sought ; the designs were often made by 
great masters, and the prints are such as cannot be made by any 
artist now living. It will be of great use to collect in every 
place maps of the adjacent country, and plans of towns, buildings, 
and gardens. By this care you will form a more valuable body 
of geography than can otherwise be had. Many countries have 
been very exactly surveyed, but it must not be expected that 
the exactness of actual mensuration will be preserved, when the 
maps are reduced by a contracted scale, and incorporated into a 
general system. 

" The king of Sardinia's Italian dominions are not large, yet 
the maps made of them in the reign of Victor fill two Atlantic 
folios. This part of your design will deserve particular regard, 
because, in this, your success wHl always be proportioned to your 
diligence. You are too well acquainted with literary history not 
to know that many books derive their value from the reputation 
of the printers. Of the celebrated printers you do not need to 
be informed, and if you did, might consult Baillet " Jugemens 
des Savans.*' The productions of Aldus are enumerated in the 
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Bibliotheca Graeca, so that you may know when you have them 
all; which is always of use, as it prevents needless search. 
The great ornaments of a library, furnished for magnificence as 
well as use, are the first editions, of which, therefore, I would 
not willingly neglect the mention. You know, sir, that the 
annals of typography begin with the Codex, 1457 ; but there is 
great reason to believe, that there are latent, in obscure comers, 
books printed before it. The secular feast, in memory of the 
invention of printing, is celebrated in the fortieth year of the 
century ; if this tradition, therefore, is right, the art had in 1457 
been already exercised nineteen years. 

" There prevails among typographical antiquaries a vague 
opinion, that the Bible had been printed three times before the 
edition of 1462, which Calmet calls * La premiere edition bien 
averse.' One of these editions has been lately discovered in a 
convent, and transplanted into the French king's library. An- 
other copy has likewise been found, but I know not whether of 
the same impression, or another. These discoveries are sufiicient 
to raise hope and instigate inquiry. In the purchase of old 
books, let me recommend to you to inquire with great caution, 
whether they are perfect. In the first edition the loss of a leaf 
is not easily observed. You remember how near we both were 
to piu'chasing a mutilated Missal at a high price. 

" All this perhaps you know already, and, therefore, my letter 
may be of no use. I am, however, desirous to show you, that I 
wish prosperity to your undertaking. One advice more I will 
give, of more importance than all the rest, of which I, therefore, 
hope you will have still less need. You are going into a part of 
the world divided, as it is said, between bigotry and atheism : 
such representations are always hyperbolical, but there is cer- 
tainly enough of both to alarm any mind solicitous for piety and 
truth ; let not the contempt of superstition precipitate you into 
infidelity, or the horror of infidelity ensnare you in superstition. 
— ^I sincerely wish you successful and happy, for I am, Sir, &c., 

"Sam. Johnson." 
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IV. 

BISHOP ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL. 

If, as Johnson stated, June 9, 1784, in the lodge of Pembroke 
College, writing it with his own hand in the blank page of 
Boswell's "Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides," then still in 
manuscript, Archibald Campbell was in 1743 or 1744 aboye 
seventy- five years old,^ he must have been bom about the year 
1669 ; of illustrious birth, being the grandson of the first Marquis 
of Argyle, beheaded " for high treason," 1661, and nephew of the 
second and yet more celebrated Marquis, beheaded for his share 
in Monmouth's rebellion, 1685. He began life — so Johnson there 
said — ^by engaging in that unfortunate rising, when, if Johnson's 
dates be correct, he must have been a mere youth about sixteen 
years of age. Obliged to fly for complicity in this rebellion, he 
escaped to Surinam, where it would appear he lived for some 
time. When he returned, he returned zealous for monarchy and 
episcopacy. The date of his return is apparently not known. 
The next and most important fact recorded ^ of him, is that, 
after the death of Bishop Sage in 1711, he was consecrated 
Bishop of the Scottish Episcopal Church at Dundee, Aug. 25, 
1711. He was afterwards elected by the clergy Bishop of Aber- 
deen in 1721, but the choice was not approved by the College of 
Bishops. He seems, therefore, never to have resided or exercised 
episcopal functions at Aberdeen, or, indeed, in Scotland, but lived 
entirely at London. This singular relation to his diocese he ter- 
minated in the year 1725, by resignation, in consequence of his 
want of harmony with the Scottish episcopate, regarding what 
were then known as " the Usages," * which were four in number, 
1, Mixing water with the wine; 2, Commemorating the faithful 
departed in the Communion Ofiice ; 3, Consecrating the elements 
by an express invocation ; 4, Using the oblatory prayer before 
administering, as in the ofiice of the Holy Communion in the 

* See Tour to the Hebrides, p. 31 1. 

' Lawsun's History of the Scottish Episcopal Church, p. 211. 

• Lawson's History, p. 229. 
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Scottish Liturgy. For these " Usages " Bishop Campbell zeal- 
ously contended, and his ecclesiastical sympathies tended, of 
course, to strengthen his friendship with the English nonjurors, 
and he became the ** femiliar friend of Hicks and Nelson." The 
step he took, according to Skinner, the ecclesiastical historian of 
Scotland,^ of forming a separate nonjuring communion in England 
distinct from the Bancroft line, venturing even on the extra- 
ordinary procedure of a " single consecration by himself without 
any assistance,'* showed him to be the injudicious man Johnson 
said ' he was.* His greatest and best known book on the " Middle 
State," which Johnson, during his visit to Inverary Castle, re- 
commended to the Duchess, though full of learning, betrayed 
that credulity which Johnson mentions among his characteristics. 
He died June 16, 1744. 

He seems to have been a zealous collector of books. Johnson 
says he had seen in his possession a complete collection of books 
printed in Scotland before the Union. We may well share Bos- 
well's wish that it had been kept entire ; for the catalogue of its 
contents would have enabled us, either to confirm or confute 
Johnson's assertion, that very few books were printed in Scotland 
before the date of that event, 1707. This important and curious 
question seems never, either before Johnson's day or since, to 
have been broadly stated and fairly investigated. The history 
of the art of printing in Scotland was carried down only to the 
year 1600 by Herbert in his edition of Ames' ** Typographical 
Antiquities." The same period has been illustrated by some 
admirable notes, read by Mr. J. T. Clark, keeper of the Advo- 
cates' Library, before the Library Association at the meeting of 
1881, and published in the "Transactions" of that body for that 
year. The list of seventeenth-century Edinburgh printers, 
twenty-six in number, which Mr. Clark has appended to those 
notes, would seem to show that Johnson's assertion, coloured by 
his habitual prejudice against the pretensions of Scotland to 
learning, was neither accurate nor just. The subject was one 
worthy of the extraordinary bibliographical learning of a David 
Laing: may we venture to express the wish that Mr. Clark, 
keeper of the noblest collection of books which Scotland possesses, 
would take up the subject, and in yet fuller " notes " continued t<> 
the year 1707, contribute to the settlement of this question ? 

Quoted by Lawson, p. 237. ^ Tour to the Hebrides, p. 311. 

* Grub's Eccl. Hist, of Scotland, vol. iv., p. 31. 
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THE IRISH DR. CAMPBELL. 

Thomas Campbell was bom in the county of Tyrone, May 4, 
1733. He was the son of Moses Campbell, who was presented 
by the primate to the Rectory of Killeshill, Feb. 6, 1771. 

He entered Trinity College, Dublin, about the year 1751 ; 
obtained a scholarship in 1754 ; graduated B.A., 1756 ; M.A., 
1761 ; and LL.B. and LL.D., 1772. On the 31st of May, 1761, 
he was oi*dained deacon, and priest Sept. 4, 1763, by Dr. Garnett, 
Bishop of Clogher. He acted as curate of Clogher for eleven 
years, when in consideration of his merits he was collated, Aug. 
15, 1772, to the Prebend of Tyholland, and on the 8th of January 
of the following year Bishop Garnett promoted him to the Chan- 
cellorship of St. Macartin's, Clogher, the " corps '* of which was 
the, at that time, valuable liring of Galloon. He lived in Eil- 
leevan, where he built the parish church in 1790. He also 
erected a stone building on the glebe there, with the inscription 
*• Vix ea nostra voco, 1779." The church he built is now a ruin. 
The late Rector of Eilleevan, Rev. John Flanagan, erected, not 
far from it, a handsome Gothic church, in the west window of 
which, a stained glass window has been placed to the memory of 
Dr. Campbell. It is mentioned in Burdy's " Life of Philip 
Skelton," that Skelton, speaking of the preaching of Woodward, 
Bishop of Cloyne, and Campbell's former rector, said : *' His 
lordship exceeded all preachers in tone; and Dr. Campbell in 
propriety of action, which latter he ascribed to his extraordinary- 
skill in drawing " (p. 448). In Killeevan there lingers the tra- 
dition that he was a man of enoi'mous strength, able to lift 
weights which two or three ordinary men could not move. Dr. 
Campbell died, unmarried, in London, June, 1795.^ 

He was the author of several works of ability and learning. 

1. " A Philosophical Survey of the South of Ireland, in a 

^ From notes communicated (1883) by the Rev. William Reeves, 
D.D., Dean of Armagh, and the Rev. George Finlay, D.D., Rector of 
Clones. 
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series of letters to John Watkinson, M.D." Dublin, 1778. In 
the last paragraph of the Advertisement prefixed to these letters, 
Campbell says : " The time seems to be approaching, when the 
value of Ireland will be better understood, and when the maxims, 
on which it is now governed, will be found too narrow, if not 
illiberal." It is curious, that in the 42nd letter, p. 437, Johnson'^ 
famous epitaph on Goldsmith is there for the first time given. 
It is stated in a short note, p. 437, that "Dr. Johnson has 
honoured the Publisher with a copy, though the epitaph is not 
yet finished, the identical spot where Goldsmith was born being 
not yet ascertained." 

2. '* A Sermon preached at St. Andrew's, Dublin, in aid of a 
Church Fund." 1780. 

3. " A Letter to the Duke of Portland, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, upon the linen Board, Excise Laws, &c." 4to. Dublin, 
1782. 

4. "Strictures on the Ecclesiastic&l and Literary History of 
Ireland, till the introduction of the Roman Ritual and the es- 
tablishment of Papal Supremacy, by Henry 11, Also a Sketch 
of the Constitution and Government of Ireland, down to 1783." 
8vo. Dublin, 1789. London, 1790. 

The latter is the most important of Dr. Campbell's works. In 
various letters published in the ** Percy and Campbell Corre- 
spondence," Nichols' " Illustrations," vol. vii., 767, &c., we learn 
that it was his purpose to devote his life to the composition of a 
great work on the history of the Revolutions of Ireland. In his 
visits to England he considted both Burke and Johnson on the 
method and scope of his inquiries. From Burke — to whom he 
dedicates his " Strictures " — ^he seems to have received the most 
valuable advice and the most substantial help. In a letter dated 
Feb. 6, 1788, to Mr. Pinkerton (Nichols, vol. vii., p. 773), Campbell 
tells him that, " on my leaving London, I went to Beaconsfield^ 
where the hospitable owner entered very cordially into my plan 

of writing the History of the Revolutions of Ireland He 

advised me to be as brief as possible upon everything antecedent 

to Henry II and not content with giving me good advice, 

he gave me also his very valuable collection of manuscriptg 
relative to Ireland, no less than /bur folio volumes^ of which I 
have already considerably availed myself." Of the extensive work 
which he meditated, he wished the " Strictures " to be regarded 
merely as a fragment. 
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When Gough was preparing his edition of *' Camden's Bri- 
tannia/* he applied to Campbell for a contribution toward the 
portion of his work which is devoted to Ireland. Campbell, in 
compliance with the invitation, wrote " An Historical Sketch of 
the Constitution and Government of Ireland from the most early 
authenticated period, down to the year 1783,** which was pub- 
lished in the third volume of Gough*s edition of *' Camden*s Bri- 
tannia,** in three volumes folio, 1789. This sketch, revised, 
corrected, and enlarged by the author, was appended to the 
^* Strictures.** It contains, in a long note, pp. 336-338, the fullest 
account, hitherto given, of Johnson's opinions on Ireland. This 
is exceedingly interesting, and worthy of reproduction in an 
appendix to Boswell*s Life : — 

*' Yet this right of conquest was vehemently urged against me 
Jby Dr. Johnson, in a conversation I once held with him respecting 
the affairs of this country. The conversation appeared to my 
dear friend Dr. Watkinson ^ (to whom I repeated it, within an 
hour or two after it passed) so extraordinary, that he gave me 
pen, ink, and paper to set it down immediately ; for, says he, it 
deserves to be recorded as a test of his political principles. I 
therefore give it here with the less reluctance, as upon the whole 
it discovers the original rectitude of a warm heart, biassed by 
national prejudices. But first let me premise a circumstance or 
two. 

'* Having spent the winter of the year 1777 in London, I had 
been honoured (and it is my pride to acknowledge it) with his 
familiarity and friendship. I had not seen him from that time 
-till the 11th of June, 1781, when I went to pay him a morning 
visit. I found him alone, and nothing but mutual inquiries 
respecting mutual friends had passed, when Baretti came in. 
Baretti, more curious than the Doctor, soon asked me if the 
Disturbances in Ireland were over. The question, I own, sur- 
prised me, as I had left all things quiet, and was not at first 
altogether aware of the tendency of his question. I therefore in 
return asked what disturbances he meant ? for that I had heard 
of none. What I said he, have you not been in arms f To which 
I answered categorically, yes I and many bodies of men continue 

^ Dr. Watkinson was the friend to whom the letters on the South of 
Ireland were addressed. There is an aocoant, not quite so full as that 
in the text, of this oonversation in Campbell's Diary, printed in the 
volume entitled Johnsoniana. 
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SO to be. And don't vou call this Disturbancey rejoined Baretti. 
No ! said I, the Irish Volunteers have demeaned themselves very 
peaceably, and instead of disturbing the repose of the co'untry, 
have contributed most effectually to preserve its peace. The 
laws were never so well executed as since the Volunteers arose. 
The Irish are, I own, a turbulent people, and in many places 
whenever they before could, they have resisted a Justice of 
Peace's warrant ; but this is now all over, the people, even the 
rudest of them, are every where amenable to law. You have 
heard of part of our country being infested with a banditti called 
Whiteboys, but now we hear nothing of them in Ireland, but as 
of a tale that is told. Mr. Baretti ! you have received wrong 
impressions of these Irish Volunteers, you conceive them to be 
the dross and dregs of our country, but undeceive yourself, the 
reverse is the truth ; they are composed of the most affluent and 
respectable inhabitants of the kingdom, from the knights of the 
shire to the most trusty freeholders in each parish. You are 
acquainted with English opulence, and know how distasteful it 
would be to Englishmen of condition, or even farmers, to serve 
as militia men ; but take off your eyes from this gorgeous scene, 
and behold a poor nation not habituated to the conveniencies ot 
life, and you may understand why the lowest man who serves in 
the volunteer ranks is, some how, exalted above those who do 
not. To be a Volunteer in Ireland is an object of ambition, 
and that ambition is principally checked by the poverty of the 
people. For however strange it may appear to you, he must 
have been, for Ireland, a man in easy circumstances who could 
afford to be a Volunteer. The honour is attended with more 
expense than even some of them are able to bear; a handsome 
uniform, accoutrements, field days, &c., are all attended with 
great cost and charges to them. Yet as they are, nevertheless, 
the most rich, most civilized and respectable members of the 
community at large, and of the several parishes to which they 
belong, you cannot suspect that they would be the people most 
prone to raise Disturbances in their country. On the contrary, 
the fact is, that a decency, a sobriety, a principle of honour is 
already visible where it was not before to be seen. 

" Dr. Johnson, who all this while sat silent, but with a very 
attentive ear to what passed — and much more then passed than 
I set down — at length turned to me with an apparent indignation 
which I had never before experienced from him — What! Sir, 
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don*t you call it Disturbance to oppose legal gOTemment with 
arms in jour hands, and compel it to make laws in your favour ? 
Sir, I call it rebellion, as much as the rebellions in Scotland. 
Doctor, said I, I am exceedingly sorry to hear that declaration 
fall from you, whom I always considered as a friend, sometimes 
partial, to Ireland ; but this I can say, that we have always con- 
sidered ourselves as among the most loyal of his Majesty's 
subjects, at the same time that, though obliged to submit, we 
have always denied allegiance to the supremacy of a British 
Parliament. We have a separate and distinct legislature of our 
own, and that we have never discovered any inclination to resist. 
Sir, says the Doctor, you do owe allegiance to an English Par- 
liament, for you are a conquered nation ; and had I been minister 
I would have made you submit to it — I would have done as 
Cromwell did, I would have burned your cities and roasted you 
in the flames. — After this explosion I perhaps warmly replied — 
Doctor I your advice to treat the Americans in that manner has 
not succeeded altogether to your wishes — the times are altered. 
To which he replied. Sir, you say truly that the times are altered, 
for power is now nowhere ; our Government is a government of 
influence, but not of power. Yet had we treated the Americans 
as we ought, and as they deserved, we should have at once razed 
all their towns and let them enjoy their forests. But (in a jo- 
cular way repeating what he before said) when we should have 
roasted the Americans as rebels, we only whipped them as 
children ; and we did not succeed, because my advice was not 
taken. 

'* As arguments would have but enraged him again, I let him 
now settle into perfect calmness, when after a long pause, he, 
with a smile, said : Though I hold the Irish to be rebels, I don't 
think them altogether wrong ; but you know that you compelled 
our Parliament, by force of arms, to pass an act in your favour, 
and that I call rebellion ; though what you claimed ought to 
have been granted, as you say, yet the mode of requisition was 
rebellious. Well, Doctor, said I, let roe ask you, do you think 
that Ireland would have recovered her usurped right by any 
other means? To which he candidly answered, I believe she 
would not. However, a wise government should not grant even 
a claim of justice, if an attempt is made to extort it by force. 
We had some more conversation on the same subject, till at 
length it came to this issue — ^Why, Sir, I don't know but I might 
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have acted as you did, had I been an Irishman, but I speak as 
an Englishman." ^ 

Nor should CampbeU's labours in preparing an edition of 
Goldsmith be forgotten. Though this ultimately appeared in 
four vols. 8vo, 1801, a few years after Campbell's death, he had 
been of great service to Bishop Percy in collecting and fur- 
nishing materials for the Memoir by Percy which accompanied 
that edition ; see Forster's ** Life of Goldsmith," vol. i., p. 13 
(note), and the " Percy Correspondence." * 

But busy man as he was in his generation, well known to 
many literary men, both in England and Ireland ; though he 
possessed considerable abilities as a writer, as is evinced in his 
published works above noted ; though he was honoured with the 
friendship of Johnson, and yet more signally with Burke's con- 
fidential intimacy, it^ is but too probable that his memory would 
have been confined to the North of Ireland where he lived, and 
that even there his name and fame would soon have been oblite- 
rated, but for a singular accident that attended a diary, which 
he himself had perhaps forgotten, but which will perpetuate his 
memory among the notable figures which gathered round the 
person of Jphnson. It has been before remarked (see vol. i., 
p. 347, note) that the recovery of BoswelPs letters to Temple, 
and the finding of Dr. Campbell's " Diary of a Visit to England 
in 1775," must be regarded as things passing strange in a gene- 
ration, in which anything like romance in the discovery ot 
manuscripts seems almost impossible. In the October number 
of the year 1859 of the " Edinburgh Keview," there appeared an 
article which revealed to an English public the " Diary of a 
Visit to England in 1775," by an Irishman, edited, with notes, 
by Samuel Raymond, M.A., Prothonotary of the Supreme Court 
of New South Wales, which had been published by Waugh and 
Cox, 111, George Street, Sydney, 1854. That article, we have 
authority to state, wa» written by Mr. Henry Reeve at the 
instance of and from materials supplied by Lord Macaulay. 
The mystery of the appearance of this small volume was en- 
hanced by the strange manner in which the MS. of it had been 
discovered. It had been found in one of the offices of the Su- 
preme Court of Sydney " behind an old press which had not been 

^ Campbell's Historical Sketch of the Constitution and Government 
Of Ireland, &c., pp. 336-338. 

* Vol. vii. of Nichols' Illustrations. 
H. D D 
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moved for years." Internal evidence might indeed have revealed 
the author of it, though his name is not mentioned in the diary ; 
but no internal evidence could have solved the mystery of its 
discovery behind that old press in one of the offices of the 
Supreme Court, Sydney, New South Wales. A clue, however, 
was found amid the complications of the labyrinth. The writer 
of the article above alluded to directed attention to a letter in 
the " Percy CJorrespondence,*' * to Bishop Percy, from the Rev. 
Charles Campbell, a nephew of Dr. Thomas Campbell. This 
letter is dated Newry, Feb. 19, 1810, and is an answer to sonie 
inquiries made by the Bishop : " Your lordship is perfectly cor- 
rect in thinking my uncle's deAh took place previous to the 
measure of the Union; — he died June 20, 1795. My eldest 
brother, of whom you are so good as to inquire, was, when I last 
heard from him, about a month ago, just embarking from the 
Cape of Good Hope — ^where he had been for nearly two years — 
for New South Wales in New Holland, with strong recom- 
mendation from Lord Caledon to Colonel Macquarrie, who is the 
governor of that settlement. . . . His health had been much 
impaired during his stay at the Cape, but it was perfectly re- 
established at the time he wrote.'* The clue thus furnished was 
taken up and successfully followed out by a contributor to the 
"Sydney Morning Herald," who discovered, in searching the 
files of the (Government) Gazette, that John Thomas Campbell 
— the elder brother of the writer of the letter just cited — filled 
the two offices of Provost Marshal and Colonial Secretary until 
the year 1821, when he was appointed Sheriff and Pirovost 
Marshal.^ In this capacity he woidd have had an office in the 
Supreme Court, and in this office, and behind an old press in it, 
he left — as it would seem — the manuscript of his uncle, the Rev. 
Thomas Campbell. So it appears to us, the mystery of the 
finding of the MS. diary of Dr. Thomas Campbell behind the old 
press in one of the offices of the Supreme Court of Sydney is 
satisfactorily cleared up.^ 

Would that we could add that the four folios of manuscript 
which Burke gave to Campbell had been also discovered amid 
the recesses of that office. Let a hue and cry be raised, be- 

* Nichols* Illustrations, vii., p. 795-6. 

* Literature in New South Wales, by G. B. Barton, Sydney, 1866. 

' This DiaiT, some trivial passages being omitted, which offend good 
taste, will be found in the volume entitled Johnsoniana. 
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ginning in the North of Ireland, and taken up at Sydney, and 
running round the globe, with the hope of discovering the 
priceless treasure of these manuscripts of Burke t 



VI. 
PRINCE TITI. 

The entry in Johnson's Paris Journal is as follows : — " At 
D*Argenson's, I looked into the books in the lady's closet, and in 
contempt showed them to Mr. Thrale — * Prince Titi ; ' ' Bibl. 
des Fees,* and other books ; she was offended, and shut up, as 
we heard afterwards, her apartment*' (see ante, p. 354). Mr. 
Croker's explanatory remarks, the Reviewer's attack on them, 
and Mr. Croker's rejoinder should be given in the first place, 
before any fiirther remarks be offered. 

** The history of Prince Titi was said to be the autobiography 
of Frederick Prince of Wales, but was probably written by Ralph 
his secretary. See Park's * Royal and Noble Authors,' vol. i. 
p. 171." — Croker, in the edition of 1831, and subsequent editions. 

'* A more absurd note never was penned," said his Reviewer. 
" * The History of Prince Titi,' to which Mr. Croker refers, 
whether written by Prince Frederick or by Ralph, was certainly 
never published. If Mr. Croker had taken the trouble to read 
with attention that very passage in Park's * Royal and Noble. 
Authors,' which he cites as his authority, he would have seen 
that the manuscript was given up to the Government. Even if 
this memoir had been printed, it was not very likely to find its 
way into a French lady's bookcase. And would any man in his 
senses speak contemptuously of a French lady for having in her 
possession an English work so curious and interesting as a life of 
Prince Frederick, whether written by himself or a confidential 
secretary, must have been? The history at which Johnson 
laughed was a very proper companion to the * Biblioth^ue des 
F6e8,' a fairy tale about * Good Prince Titi and Naughty Prince 
Violent.' Mr. Croker may find it in the ' Magasin des Enfans,* 
the first French book which the little girls of England read to 
their governesses." 
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^ Now every item, great and small, of this statement,** Mr. 
Croker rejoins, ^'is a blunder or worse; some of which, as 
relating to a carious point of literary history, it seems worth 
while to correct A book of this title was published in 173^, 
and republished in 1752, under the title of * Histoire du Prince 
Titi, A(legorie) R(oyale) ; ' and there is a copy of it in the 
Museum; and two English translations were advertised in the 
' 6entleman*s * and the ^London Magazine* for February, 1736, 
one of them with this title : ' The history of Prince Titi, a Royal 
Allegory in three parts. With an essay on Allegorical Writing 
and a Key. By the Hon Mrs. Stanley, and sold by £. Curl,' 
price 3«. And it is mentioned as published by Park in his note 
('Royal and Noble Authors,* vol. t. p. 354) on the passage 
quoted, which, it seems, Mr. Macaulay never read at all. Neither 
of the translations have I been able to find ; but in the French 
work, amidst the puerility and nonsense of a very stupid fairy 
tale, it is clear enough without any key, that by Prince Titi, 
King Ginguet, and Queen Tripasse, are meant Prince Frederick, 
George II., and Queen Caroline. It is stated in Barbier and in 
a MS. note in the Museum copy, that the work is by one 
Themiseul de Saint Hyacinthe, who seems to have been what is 
called a bookseller's hack. He translated ' Robinson Crusoe,' 
and may have been employed to translate or edit Prince Titi in 
Paris, but by whomsoever written the work is extant. The 
manuscript delivered up by Ralph's executor twenty years later, 
not to the Government (as Mr. Macaulay states), but to the 
Prince's widow, may have been the (perhaps garbled) original 
from which the French edition was made, or more probably, a 
continuation of the work to a later period of that Prince's life. 
I don't, however, believe that the work published in 1735 could 
have been written by Ralph. It is too puerile ; and Ralph could 
hardly have been so early in the Prince's confidence ; but it 
seems probable, that the work was exhibited purposely on the 
lady's table, in the expectation that her English visitors would 
think it a literary curiosity, which indeed it has proved to be ; 
for Dr. Johnson seems not to have known what it was, and Mr. 
Macaulay boldly denies its very existence." — Croker. 

It was as a curiosity of literary history that Mr. Croker justified 
the extension of his remarks on a book so silly and unworthy as 
the ** Histoire du Prince TitL" The editor claims the same 
justification for a few additional remarks on a subject, which has 
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acquired a kind of importance and considerable notoriety from 
its connection with the celebrated article in the '* Edinburgh 
Review,'* and the counter remarks of Mr. Croker. 

Undoubtedly there was a book called " Histoire du Prince 
Titi," published at Paris in the year 1736, whose author was 
known to be Hyacinthe Cordonnier, or as he was afterwards 
called le Chevalier de Themiseul, or later still, Monsieur Saint- 
Hyacinthe de Themiseul. He was the son of one who also bore 
the name of Hyacinthe Cordonnier, and who, together with his 
wife, said to have been a woman of great personal attractions, 
belonged to the household of Monsieur the brother of Louis XIV. 
After the death of his father, who died penniless, his mother, 
supported by a slender pension of 600 livres derived from the 
household of Monsieur, settled at Troyes, and devoted herself to 
the education of her young son. He entered the seminary of 
the Oratorians of Troyes, and made favourable progress in his 
studies ; grew up a handsome youth, and was called Bel- Air 
from his good looks and distinguished manners. His mother 
had sufficient interest to obtain for him a commission in a regi- 
ment of cavalry, and with this change in his condition he assumed 
the name of le Chevalier de Themiseid. His regiment served in 
the battle of Hochstedt (1704), where the young Chevalier de 
Themiseul was taken prisoner ; which mishap led to a somewhat 
protracted residence in Holland. In due time, however, he 
returned to his old home at Troyes, where the romance of his 
captivity made him an object of interest. But higher ambitions 
soon possessed the soul of our Chevalier. He volunteered for 
the army of Charles XH. of Sweden ; but on landing at Stock- 
holm he heard of the signal defeat of Pultowa, and with his lofty 
imaginations abashed he made his way to Holland, and on his 
arrival found himself vis-a-vis de rien. To raise money for his 
immediate expenses he pawned his clothes ; the pawnbroker in 
this case was a Jewess, who, struck with his handsome face,>and 
touched with his miserable condition, recommended him to the 
notice of Madame la Duchesse d'Ossone, wife of the Spanish 
Ambassador at the Congress of Utrecht. The Chevalier was 
forthwith introduced into the household of the Duchess, and was 
so courteously and warmly entertained that the jealousy of the 
Duke was aroused. The issue was soon transparent : le Chevalier 
received notice to quit, not only the Duke's household, but 
Holland. But of part of his possessions he could not be de- 
ll. D D 2 
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priyed ; he took with him, when thus forced to flee, a con- 
siderable knowledge of Dutch and German, English and ItaUan, 
and once more reaching his former home he professes at Troyes 
to teach languages. He was engaged in this capacity to teach 
Italian to the niece of a certain Abbess ; and not only teaches 
her Italian, but gains the young lady's heart. The Abbess having 
obtained against him un d^crei de prise de corps, the Chevalier 
was obliged to fly from France, and once more repaii-s to Holland, 
where we find him engaged in more reputable courses than had 
hitherto been his wont. He placed his abilities at the service of 
the celebrated S'Gravesende, and became under him a colla- 
borateur in the ** Journal Litt^raire** which appeared at the 
Hague 1713. He now turned author : in 1714 he published, but 
without his name, a book which at once attracted notice — Ze 
chef d'ceuvre dun inconnu. So able was it, that it was attributed 
even to Fontenelle. The Chevalier, now assuming the name of 
Saint Hyacinthe de Themiseul, appeared in Paris to declare him- 
self the author of it. But literature alone was not to possess 
him. He again fell in love, and on this occasion with Suzanne 
de Marconay, the daughter of a Protestant gentleman of dis- 
tinction, who returned his passion. He eloped with this young 
lady to London, where, after obtaining the father's consent, they 
were married, 1722. In London he met Voltaire, who had pre- 
viously commended le chef d^oeuvre d'un inconnu, and renewed Ms 
acquaintance with the great Frenchman, living with him on terms 
of great intimacy. But from an unknown cause Saint Hyacinthe 
exploded against Voltaire, accused him of ignorance of French, 
and revived the memories of certain caning s said to have been 
administered on the person of Voltaire by an officer of the name 
of Beauregard. But Voltaire could not be lampooned with im- 
punity, as Saint Hyacinthe found out to his cost. When he left 
London for Paris, in the year 1734, he found himself on his 
arrival there without literary ft-iends or allies ; that Voltaire had 
made Paris too hot for him. He then retired to Genecken, near 
Breda, continued his literary occupations, and died there, 1746. 
So much for the author of " Prince Titi " — a writer who, having 
measured swords with Voltaire himself, and whose first essay in 
literature having been attributed to Fontenelle, could not with 
justice or propriety be designated " a bookseller's hack." It 
would be altogether beside our purpose to mention in detail the 
various works which proceeded, during a series of years, from his 
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fertile pen. A list of tliem, together with the facts of his life, as 
set forth above, may be found in Didot^s " Biograph. Gen^rale," 
under the name Sahit Hyacinthe. We are now concerned only 
with the " Memoires du Prince TitL'* These appeared at first 
with this title : '* Histoire du Prince Titi. A. R. a Paris chez la- 
veuve Pissot, Quai de Conti, k Croix d*or. 1736. Avec Appro- 
bation et Privilege du Roi," pp. 274, 12mo. In 1752 there ap- 
peared a fourth edition : " Histoire du Prince Titi. A. R. qua- 
trieme edition. 3 vols, small 8vo. Paris chez la veuve Pissot, 
1752.** Whether they were published again in other editions we 
know not. 

Of the first edition of this book two English translations were 
advertised in the monthly lists for February, 1736, of the " Gen- 
tleman's " and " London Magazine.** 

" The Memoirs and History of Prince Titi. Done from the French 
By a person of Quality. Printed for A. Dodd, price 1*. 6rf.*' 

" The History of Prince Titi : a Royal Allegory in 3 parts. 
With an Essay on Allegorical Writing and a Key. By the Hon.. 
Mrs. Stanley. Adorned with cuts, price 3s., sewed." 

This was the title of Curl's translation as advertised ; when 
published it was the following : — " The History of Prince Titir 
A Royal Allegory. Translated by a Lady. Qui capit, Me facit., 
London. Printed for E. Curl, 1736, price 3*." Whether the 
other translation advertised by A. Dodd ever appeared, we know 
not, and think it futile to inquire. 

But in order to exhibit the true character of the ** Histoire du 
Prince Titi," we tliink it expedient to give a rather lengthy 
extract from the " Essay on Allegoric or Characteristic Writing,*' 
by JVIrs. Stanley : — 

P. X. ^^ Little I think could any one have imagined, that thi» 
fairy tale of Prince Titi should have any existence but in Fairy 
land. It is my confirmed opinion that the author, whom I am 
credibly informed is Monsieur Saint 1* * * * *^ meant no other 
than a moral entertainment, lus characters are allegorized^ 
nominally, firom the crown to the cottage. And if hypochondriacs 
are to turn judges, it is a most undoubted truth that the blackest 
conspiracies, which were ever formed against all the Kings and 
Princes on the Terrestrial Globe, may be plainly discovered in 
* -^isop's Fables ' and ' Reynard the Fox.' 

'^ Let us now inquire into the signification of the names made 
use of in this history, viz. — 
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'* L*enfant Titi, is the pretty infant. 

" L'Eyeille, is a person lively and watchful. 

" Bibi, in Arabic signifies, my Love or my Dear^ 

" Forteserre, is one who will gripe, hold his own. 

*^ Abor, father of Bibi, maintains the character of a faithful 

and affectionate parent. 
** Triptillon, brother of Titi, shows his dexterity in being too 

sharp for his play-fellows. 
** Ginguet, bears the interpretation of weak or spiritless wine, 

which cannot intoxicate any here. 
'* Tripasse, is a good housewife or complete oeconomist in all 

family affairs. 
** Blanche, brune : is white and brown, or Princess Brunetta. 
** The old lady ; it appears, is a professed sorceress. 

*' Prince Titi's history is thus explained, 
In which uo Kingdom, Town or City's named ; 
War is declared and battles lost and won, 
Between the rising and the setting sun, 
Diamonds in filberts, medlars, eggs abound. 
And erery scene displays enchantments round ; 
Exiled from Court the prince superior shone. 
And happily, at length, ascends the Throne. 
If to these fairy figments, claimants rise, 
Welcome the owners are to share the prize. 

, " Eliza Stanley. 
"Whitehall, 

*«Eeb.20, 1736.'^ 

Enough has been given to snow the character of the book, which 
Mr. Croker endeavoured, with great elaboration, to identify with 
the Memoirs, which were said to have been written, either by 
Prince Frederick or by his secretary Ralph. But these memoirs 
— ^what is the authority for a belief in their existence? Mr. 
Croker*s seems to have been based on a passage in Park's anno- 
tated edition of Walpole's " Royal and Noble Authors." " He 
(i,e. Frederick, Prince of Wales) had written memoirs of his 
own time, under the name of Prince Titi. They were found 
among Ralph the historian's papers : his executor, the late Dr. 
Rose of Chiswick, with a spirit of honour and disinterestedness 
of which the world has seen few examples, put the manuscript 
without any terms into the hands of a nobleman then in great 
favour at Carlton House. Of this generous behaviour that 
nobleman never took the least notice, nor even made the least 
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remuneration, either pecuniary or in any other manner whatever." 
(Vol. i. p. 171.) So far Mr. Park in his additions to Walpole, 
who has not himself a single word about Ralph or these memoirs. 
But whence did Park derive the substance of his story ? From 
that repertory of the curious and the useful, the ^* Gentleman's 
Magazine,'" vol. Ixx. pt. i., p. 422. In answer to the inquiries of 
correspondents respecting Mr. Ralph, S. A. (i.e. S. Ayscough, 
writing from B. M., i.e. the British Museum) supplied in the 
May number of the year 1800, certain notes, and among others 
the following : — 

" Thursday, July 5, 1764. — ^Mr. William Martin, Deputy Master 
of the Office of Pleas, in the Court of Exchequer, told me that he 
had been assured by a worthy dissenting minister, that at a public 
meeting and dinner of his brethren, at which himself was present, 
Mr. R(ose), of C(hiswick), related to them the following story. 
That Mr. James Ralph, when he was so ill as to apprehend death, 
observed to Mr. R(ose), whom he left his executor, that there 
was in a certain box papers that would prove a sufficient provision 
for his family. Upon Mr. Ralph's death, on the 23rd of January, 
1762, the box was examined by Mr. R(ose), who found in it a 
bundle of papers with an inscription on the cover, purporting that 
they were given by the Prince of Wales's own hand. The title 
of them was 'The History of Prince Titus' (sic), and the piece 
appeared to be the history of the Prince of Wales himself, which 
had been drawn up by his Royal Highness, in conjunction with 
the Earl of B(ute), and transcribed from their several papers, 
which were in the bundle, by the Prince himself. The chief 
subject of the history was to represent how much he had been 
wronged by his father and his father's ministers, against whom 
he expressed the deepest resentment, and a resolution to revenge 
himself upon them when he should come to the Crown. When 
Mr. R(ose) had read the piece, he thought proper to acquaint 
Lord B(ute) with what he had in his possession : who declared 
great satisfaction in knowing where the papers were, and inti- 
mated that His Majesty, the present King, would be equally 
pleased, and ready to consider Mr. Ralph's daughter on that 
account. Accordingly, a pension of £150 was settled on her, 
which she enjoyed but a short time, dying about a month after 
her father. Mr. R(ose) has since been more reserved with 
regard to this story, which has occasioned those, who heard him 
tell it, an£ know how unwilling he is to recollect it, to suspect 
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that be has a sufficient coiisideration to induce him to silence, 
especially as he appears to be more affluent in his circumstances 
than he was formerly, before the time of his mentioning the 
story." 

A strenuous but vain effort has been made to discover the 
writer of this paragraph, which Ayscough produced in answer to 
the inquiries regarding Mr. Ralph. The labour indeed was 
superfluous, as the character of Mr. William Martinis narratiye 
is transparent ; but it may be worth while to add that, such as it 
is, all the particular statements of it are peremptorily denied by 
Mr. Faulkner in his history of Brentford, Ealing, and Chiswick 
(1845, p. 354-5), from information communicated by the family 
of Dr. Rose. 

This, then, which is not above the level of a coq-a^Tane story, 
is, we believe, the /on* et origo of Park's supplementary remarks. 
It is the sole support of Mr. Croker's persistent attempt to identify 
Monsieur Hyacinthe de Themiseul*s allegory of Prince Titi, with 
Memoirs which Prince Frederick is said to have written of his 
own times. Anything more unlike memoirs can hardly be con- 
ceived, than this Allegoric Royale. So that, in short, even if 
Mr. Croker were right, what the executors of Ralph found and 
delivered up, whether to the Gfovemment or the Princess of 
Wales, was the manuscript of a feeble allegory which had run 
through four editions in French, from 1736 to 1752, and which 
had also appeared in two English translations published, or ad- 
vertised, in 1736, — " Histoire du Prince Titi," and the translations 
thereof. 

Macaulay, therefore, was undoubtedly right when he asserted 
that no Memoirs, in the formal and dbtinctive sense of the word, 
of Prince Frederick had ever been published, though he may 
have been ignorant of the existence of the ** Histoire du Prince 
Titi," a very venial piece of ignorance, it appears to us. 

Readers may now understand the ground of Johnson's aversion : 
he turned away in contempt from a collection of books among 
which he saw the puerile Prince Titi side by side with fairy 
tales «s vapid as are contained in the Biblioth^ue des F^s. 
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Hoffmann's Works. Translated by Lieut.-Colonel Ewing. Vol. II. 
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Bohn's Handbooks of Games. New enlarged edition. In 2 vols. 

Seep. 21. 
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ALFIBRI'S Tragedies. In English 
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troduction, by E. A. Bowring, C.B. a vols. 

AMERICAN POBTRT. — See Poetry 
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BACON'S moral and Hlfltorloal 
Workf, including Essays, Apophthegms, 
Wisdom of the Ancients, New Atlantis, 
Henry VII., Hanrv VIII., Elizabeth, 
Henry Prince of Wales, History of Great 
Britain, Julius Caosar.aad Augustus Caesar. 
With Critical and Bionaphical Introduc- 
tion and Notes by J. I>evey, M.A. Por- 
trait. 

— ■ Se* abo PhiUsapJuctU Library. 

BALLADS AND SONOS of the Pea- 
santry of England, from Oral Recitation, 
private MSS., Broadsides, &c Edit, by 
R. Bell. 

BEAX7MONT AND FLETCHER. 

Selections. With Notes and Introduction 
by Leigh Hunt. 

BBCKBIIANN (J.) History of Inven- 
tions, Discoveries, and Origins. With 
Portraits of Becksiann and James Watt 
3 vols. 

BBLL (Robert).— .S-<» BiUlads, Chaucer, 
Green, 

BOSWELL'S Ufie of Jolmeon, with 
the TOUR in the HEBRIDES and 
JpHNSONIANA. New Edition, with 
Notes and Appendices, by the Rev. A. 
Napier, M.A, Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge^ Vicar of HoUeham, Editor of the 
i^?*"*^ Edition of the 'Theological 
Works of Barrow/ With Frontispiece to 
eachvoL 6voIs. 



Trans. byM. Howitt. Portrait. 4 vo!s. 



BRINK (B. ten). Early English 
Literature (to Wiclif). By Bemhard ten 
Brink. Trans, by Pzof. H. M. Kennedy. 

BROWNE'S (Sir Thomas) Works. 

Edit, by S. Wilkin, with Dr. Johnson's 
Life of Browne. Portrait. 3 vols. 

BURKE'S Works. 6 vols. 

Speeches on the Impeachment 

of Warren Hastings ; and Letters. 2 vols. 
Ufie. By Sir J. Prior. Portrait. 

BURNS (Robert). Ufie of. By J. G. 
Lockhart, D.C.L. A new and enlarged 
edition. With Notes and Appendices by 
W. Scott Douglas. Portrait. 

BUTLER'S (Bp.) Analogy of Reli- 
gion, Natural and Revealed, to the Con- 
stitution and Course of Nature j with Two 
Dissertations on Identity and Virtue, and 
Fifteen Sermons. With Introductions, 
Notes, and Memoir. Portrait. 

CAMOMN'S Lnsladf or the Discovery 
of India. An Epic Poem. Trans, from 
the Portuguese, with DisMrtation, His- 
torical Sketch, and Life, by W. J. Mickle. 
Sth edition. 

CARAFAS (The) of Maddalonl. 

Naples under Spanish Dominion. Trans. 
from the German of Alfred de Reumont. 
Portrait of Massaniello. 

C ARRET- The Connter-Revolntlon 

in England for the Re-establishment of 
Popoy oiider Caiarles II. and James II., 
by Armand Ourel ; with Fox's Histoiyof 
James II. and Lord Lonsdale's Memoor of 
James II. Pcrtnltof Caml. 
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CART'S Dante. The Vision of Hell, 
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bv himself. With Notes of G. P. CarpanL 
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CERVANTES' «AlatM. A Futond 
Romance. TrancbyG.W. J.Gyll. 

Ezemplftry NoTeli. Trans, by 

W. K. Kelly. 

•— Don Qutzote do In KuioImu 

Motteux's Translation revised. With Lock- 
hart's Life and Notts, a vols. 

CHAUCER'S Poetloal Works. With 
Poems f(nrmerly attritmted to him. With a 
Memoir, Introduction, Notes, and a Glos- 
sary, by R. Bell. Improved edition, with 
Prelimmary Essay by Rev. W. W. Skeat, 
M.A. Portrait. 4 vols. 

CLASSIC TALES) contuning Rassdas, 
Vicar of Wakefield, GoUiver's Travebk and 

The Sentimental Journey. 

COLERmOB'S (S. T.) Frtend. A Series 
of Essays on Morals, Politics, and Reli^ 
gion. Portrait. 

Aids to Reflection. Conflessioiis 

of an Inquiring Spirit; and Essays on 
Faith and the Common nrayer-book. New 
Edition, revised. 

— Table-Talk and Omnlana. By 

T. Ashe, B.A. 

Leotnres on Sliakespearo and 

other Pocu. Edit, by T. Ashe, BJL 

Containing the lectures taken down in 
x8xi-x3 by J. P. Collier, and those de- 
livered at Bristol in 18x3. 

Blographla Uterarla; or, Blo> 

graphical Sketches of my Litefary Life 
and Opinions; with Two Lay Sermons. 

Slisoellanlesy .Sstbetie and 

Literary ; to which is added, Thb Thborv 
OF LiPB. Collected and arranged by 
T. Ashe, B.A 

COUXnXBB.-^^M Philip, 

CONDB'S History of the Dominion 

of the Arabs in Spain. Trans, by Mrs. 
Foster. Portrait of Abdeiahmen ben 
Moavia. 3 vols. 

COWPER'SComi^te Works, Poems, 

Correspondence, and Translations. Edit. 
with Memoir by R. Southey. 45 En- 
gravings. 8 vols. 

COX EPS Memoirs of the Dnke of 

.Marlborough, yfiih his <»iginal Onre- 
spondence, from family records at Blen- 

. beim. Rerised editiQB» Portraits. 3 vols. 
\* An Atlas^ of the plans of Marl- 
borough's campaigns, 4to. los, 6d, 



COXE'S History of the House of 

Austria. From the Foundation of the 
Monarchy by Rhodolph of Hapsboigh to 
Ae Death of Le(»oldn., 1218-1792. By 
Archdn. Coxe. With Continuation from 
the Accession dt Francis I. to the Revoki- 
tion of X848. 4 Portraits. 4 vols. 

CmilINaHAM>S Lives of the most 

Eminent British Painters. With Notes 
and x6 fresh Lives by Mrs. Heaton. 3 vols. 

DEFOEPS NoTels and Miscellaneons 

Works. With Prefaces and Notes, in- 
dudm^ those attributed to Sir W. Scott. 
Portrait. 7 vols. 

DB LOLME'S Constitution of «* 

land, m. which it is compared both with tuc 
Republican form of Government and the 
other Monarchies of Europe. Edit., with 
Life and Notes, by J. Macgregor. 

DUNLOP'S History of Fiction. New 

Edition, revised. By Henry Wilson, 
s vols., 5 J. each. 

EDOEWORTH'S Stories for Chil- 
dren. With 8 Illustrations by L. Speed. 

ELZE'S Shakespeare.-6'<ff Shakespeare 
EMERSON'S Works. 3 vols. 

Vol. I.— Essays, Lectures, and Poems. 
Vol. II.— English Traits, Nature, and 
Conduct of Life. 

Vol. Ill — Society and Solitude— Letters 
and Social Aims — Miscellaneous Papers 
(hitherto uncollected)— May-Day, &c. 

FOSTER'S (John) Ute and Corre- 
spondence. Edit, by J. £. Ryland. Por- 
trait, a vols. 

— Leotnres at Broadmead Chapel. 

Edit, by J. E. Ryland. a vols. 

— Crltloal Essajs oontributod to 

the * Eclectic Review.' Edit, by J. E. 
Ryland. a vols. 

Essays : On Decision of Charac- 
ter; on a Man's wnting Memoirs of Him- 
self; on the ^ithet Komantic; on the 
aversion of Men of Taste to Evangelical 
Religion. 

— Essays on the E^rlls of Popnlar 
Ignorance, and a Discourse on the Propa- 
gation of Christianity in India. 

Essa^ on the Improvemen of 

Time, with Notes of Somons and other 
Pieces. 

— — Fosteriana : selected from periodical 
papers, edit, by H. G. Bohn. 

FOX (Rt. Hon. C. J.)— vS'm Carrel, 
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Roman Empire. Complete and nnabiridged, 
with variorum Notes ; including ^Kin rf <^ 
Guizot, Wenck, Niebuhr, Hugo» Neaader, 
and others. 7 vols, a Maps and Portrait. 

GOETHE'S Work!. Trans, into English 
Jy ?,V^- ^''^™«i« ^•^•» Anna Swanwick, 
Sir Walter Scott, &c. &c. 14 vols. 

Vols. I. and II.—Autobiography and An- 
nals. Portrait. 

Vol. III.—Faust. Complete. 

Vol. I v.— Novels and Tales : containing 
Elective Affinities, Sorrows of Werther, 
The German Emigrants, The Good Wo- 
men, and a Nouvdette. 

Vol. v.— Wilhelm Meister's Apprentice- 
ship. 

Vol. VI.— Conversations with Eckerman 
and Soret. 
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Vol. VIII.-Gfltz von Berlichingen, Tor- 
guato Tasso, Egmont, Iphigenia. Clavigo, 
Wayward Lover, and Fellow Culprit 

Vol. IX — W'UheUn Meister's TraveU. 
Complete Edition. 

Vol. X. — Tour in Italy. Two Parts. 
And Second Residence in Rome. 

Vol. XI.— Miscellaneous Ttravels, Letters 
from Switzerland, Campaign in France, 
Siege of Mainz, and Rhine Tour. 
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with Biography and Notes. 

Vol. XII I.— <>>rrespondence with Zelter. 

Vol. XIV.-Reineke Fox, West-Eastern 
Divan and Achillcid. Translated in 
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GOLDSMITH'S Works. 5 vols. 

Vol. I.— Life,\ricar of Wakefield, Essays, 
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Vol.111.— The Citizen of the World, 
Polite Learning in Europe. 

Vol. IV.— Biographies, Criticisms, Later 
Essays. 

Vol. v. — Prefaces, Natural History, 
Letters, Goody Two-Shoes, Index. 
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Doctrines, and Duties of the Christian Re- 
hgion. 

GRIMM'S Hontehold TalM. With the 
OnginalNote*. Traas. by Mn. A. Hunt, 
Introduction by Andrew Lang, M.A. 2 
vols. 



GUZZOT'S Hiatory of BapraMtttatI 

Government in Europe. Trans, bv A. ». 
Scoble. 

— - EiifflishReToIntiOBofl640. FVoa 
the Accession of Charles I. to hU Death. 
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portrait 

-— History of CiyUlaatlOB. Fnw tha 

Roman Empire to the French Revolotbo. 
Trans, by W. Hazlitt. Portraits. 3 vob^ 

HALL'S (Rev. Robert) Works aad 

Remains. Memoir by Dr. Gregory •«r^ 
Essay by J. Foster. Portrait. 

HAUFF'S Talee. The Caravan— The 

Sheikh of Alexandria — The Inn in the 
Spessart. Translated by Prof. S. MeodeL 

HAWTHORNE'S Tales. 3 vols. 

Vol. I.— Twice-told Tales, and the Snow 
Image. 

Vol. II.— Scarlet Letter, and the Hboss 
with Seven Gables. 

Vol. III.— Transformr;tion, and Btttfaa. 
dale Romance. 

HAZLITTS (W.) Works. 7 vols. 
Table-Talk. 

The Uteratnre of the Age of 

Elizabeth and Characters of Shakespooe's 
Plays. 

English Poets andEngUshCoiBia 

Writers. 

The Plain Speaker. Opiaioos oa 

Books, Men, and Things. 

Round Table. Conversations of 

James Northcote, R.A. ; Charactercsties. 

Sketches and Essays, and Winter- 
slow. 

Spirit of the Age: or, Contem- 

porary Portraits. New Edition, by W. 
Carew Hazlitt. 

HEINE'S Poems. Translated in tbs 
original Metres, with Life by E. A. Bov- 
ring, C.B. 

Travel-Pictures. The Tour in the 

Harz, Norderney, and Book of Ideas, to- 
gether with the Rjomantic School. Trans. 
byF. Storr. With Maps and Appendices. 

HOFFMANN'S Works. The €enmoa 
Brethren. Vol. I. Trans, by LtiXd. 
Ewing. [ VoL II. in tht /ms. 

HOOPER'S (G.) Waterloo: Tha 

Downfall of the First Napoleon : a His- 
tory of the Campaign of 181 5. By Geocge 
Hooper. With Maps aad Plans. New 
Edition, revised. 
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■UCKK8 (Vletor) Dram»tlo Woi^; 

HefBMU-RoyBlas— TheKing's Diversion. 
Tmnslated by Mrs. Newtoa Crosland and 
r. L, Slous. 
PoemSf chiefly Lyrical. Collected by 

H.L. Williams. 

B1I19GAKT: its Htotory and Itovo- 

iQtko, with Memoir of Kossuth. Portrait. 

HUTCHINSON (Colonel). Momoirt 

d: By his Widow, with her Autobio- 
' y, and the Siege of Lathom House. 



Fortran. 



Comploto 



IRT1NG*S (WMhlngtOB) 

Works. k5 vols. 
Llf)B and Letters. By his Nephew, 

Pierre £. Irving. With Index and a 

Portrait, a vols. 

JAMES'S (G. P. R.) LUie of RlctaarA 
Cceor de Lion. Portraits of Richard and 
Pliilip Augustus, a vols. 

LonSs Xnr. Portraito. a vols. 

JAMESON (Mrs.) Shakespeare's 
Heroines. Characteristics of Women. By 
Mrs. Jameson. 

. J^AN PAUL.— iS^^ RickUr, 

JOHNSON'S Lives of the Poets. 

Edited, with Noles, by Mrs. Alexander 
Na]uer. And an Introduction by Pro- 
fessor J. W. Hales, M.A. 3 vols. 

JOQBISON (Ben). VovoMoU-^ee Greene. 

JOSEPHUS (Flavins), The Works of. 

Whistrai's Translation. Revised by Rev. 
A. R. Shilleto, M.A. With Topographical 
and Geographical Notes by Colonel Sir 
C. W. Wilson, K.C.B. 5 vols. 

JUNIUS*S Letters. With Woodfall's 
Notes. An Essay on the Authorship. Fac* 
nmilcs of Handwriting, a vols. 

LA FONTAINE'S Fables. In English 
Yerse, with Essay on the Fabulists. By 
Eiirar Wright. 

LAMARTINE'S The Glrondl8tS| or 

Piqrsooal Memoirs of the Patriots of the 
Fkench Revolution. Trans, by H. T. 
Ryde. Portnuts of Robespierre, Madame 
Roland, and Charlotte Corday. 3 vols. 

— T- The Bestoratton of Monarohv 
in France (a Seauel to The GiroodisUl. 
5 Portraits. 4 vols. 

^— The French Bevolntioa of 1848. 

Portraits. 

LAMB*S (Charles) Ella and Ellana. 

Complete Edition. Portrait. 



LAMB'S (Charles) Specimens of 

English Dramatic Poets of the time of 
Elisabeth. With Notes and the Bxtractt 
from the Ganick Plays. 

Talfonrd's Letters of Charles 

Lamb. New Edition, by W. Carew 
Haditt. a vols. 

LANZI*S HUtorv of Painting in 

Italy, from the Period of the Revival of 
the Fine Arts to the End of the x8th 
Century. With Memoir and Portraits. 
Trans» by T. Roscoe. 3 vols. 



LAPPENBERCS 

Anglo-Saxon Kings. 
F.S.A. 3 vols. 



id under the 

rans. by B. Thorpe, 



LESSINO'S Dramatic Works. Com. 
plete. By E. BelL M.A. With Memoir 
oy H. Zimmem. Portrait. 3 vols. 

Laokoon, Dramatic Notes, and 

Representation of Death by the Ancients. 
Trans, by E. C. Beasley and Helen 
Zimmem. Frontispiece. 

LOCKE'S Philosophical Works, con- 
taining Human Understanding,Controversy 
with Bishop of Worcester, Malebranche's 
OpinionSt Natural Philosophy, Reading 
and Study. With Introduction, Analysis, 
and Notes, by J. A St. John. Portrait. 
8 vols. 

— Life and Letters; with Extracu from 
Us Common-place Books. By Lord King. 

LOCKHABT (J. Q.ySee Burnt, 

LUTHER'S Table-Taik. Trans, by W. 
Hazlitt. With Ufe by A. Chahners, and 
Luthbr's Catbchism. Portrait after 
Cranach. 

Antobiography.-^^^ MicheUt. 

MACHIAVELLTS History of Flo- 
rence, Thb Princb, Savonarola, Historical 
Tracts, and Memoir. Portrait. 

MARLOWE. Poems ofL— >?«« Greetu, 

MARTINEAU*S (Harriet) History 

of England (including History of the Peace) 
from 1800-1846. 5 vols. 

MEN EEL'S History o^ Germany, 

from the Earliest Period to the Crimean 
War. Portraits. 3 vols. 

MICHELET'S Antohiography of 

Luther. Trans, by W. HatUtr. With 
Notes. 

The French BeTOlution to the 

Flight of the King in 1791. Frontisp'.ece. 

unaNETS The French Bevolntion, 

from z 789 to 18x4. Portrait of Napoleon. 
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STANDARD LIBRARY. 



MniTOITS Prose Works. With Pre- 
face, Prelunixuury Remarlnt by J. A. St. 
John, and Index. 5 yoIs. Portraits. 

Poetical Works. With 120 Wood 

Engravings. 2 vols. 

MITFORD'8 (BUss) Our TUlAgo. 
Sketches of Rural Character and Scenery, 
a Engravings, a vols. 

MOUERE'S Dramatic Works. In 

English Prose, by C H. Wall. With a 
Life and a Portrait. 3 vols. 

' It is not too much to say that we have 
here probably as S[ood a translation of 
Moli^e as can be %yiva.,^— Academy, 

MONTAGU. Letters and Works of 

Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. Lord 
Whamcliffe^s Third Edition. Edited by 
W. Moy Thomas. New and revised 
editlcn. With steel plates, a vols. 5^. 

each. 

MONTESQUIEirS Spirit of Laws. 

Revised Edition, with IT Alembert's Analy- 
sis, Notes, and Memoir, a vols. 

NEANDER (Dr. A.) History of the 

Christian Religion and Church. Trans, by 
J. Tonrey. WiUi Short Memoir, xo vols. 

UfD Of Jesos Cbrlst, in Its His- 
torical Connexion and Development. 

The Planting and Training of 

the Christian Church by the Apostles. 
With the Antignosticus, or Spirit of Ter« 
tullian. Trans, by J. £. Ryland. a vols. 

Z«ectnres on the History of 

Christian Dogmas. Trans, by J. £. Ry- 
land. a vols. 

Memorials of Christian Life in 

the Early and Middle Ages; including 
Light in Dark Places. Trans, by J. E. 
Ryland. 

NORTH'S Lives of the Right Hon. 

Francis North, Baron Guildford, the Hon. 
Sir Dudley North, and the Hon. and Rev. 
Dr. John North. By the Hon. Roger 
Nortu. EditedbyA.Jessopp,D.D. With 
3 Portraits. 3 vols. 3*. 6</. each. 

* Lovers of good literature will rejoice at 
the appearance of a new, handy, and com- 
plete edition of so justly famous a book, 
and will congratulate themselves that it 
has found so competent and skilful an 
editor as Dr. Jtssopp.*— Times. 

OCKLET (S.) History of the Sara- 
cens and their Conquests in Syria, Persia, 
and Egypt Comprising the Lives of 
Mohammed and his Successors to the 
Death of Abdalmelik, the Eleventh Caliph. 
By Simon Ockley, B.D., Portrait of Mo- 
hammed. 

PASCAL'S Thoughts. Translated from 
the Text of M. Auguste Molinier by 
C. Kegan Paul. 3rd edition. 



PERCY'S Rellqaes of Ancient Eng- 
lish Poetiy^ consisting of Ballads, Soo^ 
and other Pieces of our earlier Poets, widi 
some few of later date. With Essay oa 
Ancient Minstrels, and Glossary, a vols. 

PHHJP DE COBCHINES. Memoirs 

of. Containing the Histories of Louis XI. 
and Charles VlII., and Charles the BbU, 
Duke of Bumndy. With the History of 
Louis XL, by Jean de Troyes. Trans- 
lated, with a Life and Notes, by A. R. 
Scoble. Portraits, a vols. 

PLUTARCH'S LIVES. Translated, with 
Notes and Life, by A. Stewart, M.A., 
late Fellow of Tnnity College, Cambridge, 
and G. Long, M.A. 4 vols. 

POETRY OF AMERICA. Selections 

from One Hundred Poets, from X776 to 
1876. With Introductory Review, and 
Specimens t>f Negro Melody, by W. J. 
Linton. Portrait of W. Whitman. 

RACINE'S (Jean) Dramatic Works. 

A metrical English version, with Bio- 
eraphical notice. By R. Bruce BosweU« 
M.A. Oxon. 2 vols. 

RANKB (L.) History of the PopeSf 
their Church and State, and their Cooflicls 
with Protestantism in the x6th and tph 
Centuries. Trans, by E. Foster. Portnuts. 
3 vols. 

-^- History of Servia. Trans, by Mk. 
Kerr. To which is added. The Slave Pro- 
vinces of Turkey, by Cyprien Robert. 

History of the Latin and Ten- 
tonic Nations. X494-X5X4. Trans, bv 
P. A. Ashworth, translator of Dr. Gneist's 
'History of the English Constitution.' 

REX7MONT (Alfred de). See Cara/as. 

REYNOLDS' (Sir J.) Literary Works. 
With Memoir and Remarks by H. W. 
Beechy. a vols. 

RICHTERJJean Panl). Le^aaa, 
a Treatise on Education ; together with the 
Autobiography, and a short Memoir. 

— - Flower. Fmit, and Thorn Pieees, 
or the Wedded Life, Death, and Marriage 
of Siebenkaes. Translated by Alex. Ewing. 
The only complete English translarion. 

ROSCOE'S (W.) Life of Leo X., witk 

Notes, Historical Docuikients, and Disser- 
tation on Lucretia Borgia. 3 Portiaits. 
a vols. 
— Lorenzo de' Medici, called 'The 
Magnificent,' with 0>p7right Notes, 
Poems, Letters, &c With Memoir at 
Roscoe and Portrait of Lorenzo. 

RUSSIA, History of, ftrom tlM 
earliest Period to the Crimean War. Bf 
W. K. Kelly. 3 Portraits, a vols. 



Digitized by 



Google . 



BOHN'S LIBRARIES. 



WCBSU^BKB Works. 7 vols. 

Vol. I.— History of the Thirty Years* War. 
Rev. A. J. W. Morrison, M.A. Portrait. 

Vol. II.— HistiMy of the Revolt in the 
Netherlands, the Trials of Counts Egmont 
and Horn, the Siege of Antwerp, and the 
Disturhance of France preceding the Reign 
of Henry IV. Translated by Rev. A. J. W. 
Morrison and L. Dora Schmitz. 

Vol. III.— Don Carlos. R. D. Boylan 
»Mary Stuart. Mellish^Maid of Or- 
Anna Swanwick — Bride of Mes- 
A. Lodge, M.A. Together with the 
Use of the Chorus in Tragedy (a short 
EssayX Engravings. 

TlMae Dramas are all translated in metre. 

Vol. IV.— Robbers— Fiesco— Love and 
Intriipie— Demetrius— Ghost Seer — Sport 
cf Divinity. 

The Dramas in this volume are in prose. 

Vol. v.— Poems. £. A. Bowring, C.B. 

Vol. VI.— Essays, -«sthetical and Philo- 
softhical, including the Dissertation on the 
Connexion between the Animal and Spiri- 
tual in Myn- 

Vol. VII. — Wallenstem's Camp. J. 
Churchill. — Piccolomini and D<»th of 
Wallenstein. S. T. Coleridge.— William 
Tell. SirTheodoreMartin, K.C.B.,LL.D. 

SCHILLER and GOETHE. Cerre- 

mondence between, from a.d. 1794-1805. 
Trans, by L. Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. 

8CHLE6EL (F.) LectnrM on th« 

Philosophy of Life and the Philosqi^y of 
language. Trans, by A. J. W. Morrison. 

— TheHistory Of Literature, Ancient 
and Modem. 

— The Philosophy of History. With 
Memoir and Portrait. Trans, by J. B. 
Robertson. 

— — Modem History, with the Lecttures 
entitled Oesar and Alexander, and The 
of our Hbtory. Translated by 
and R. H. Whitelock. 

— Esthetic and Miscellaneous 
W«rks, containing Letters on Christian 
Art, £ssay on Gothic Architecture, Re- 
marks on the Romance Poetry of the Mid- 
die As[es, on Shakspeare, the Limits of die 
Beautiful, and on the Language and Wis- 
dom of the Indians. By £. J. Millington. 

SCHLEGEL (A. W.) Dramatio Aft 

and Literature, By J. Black. With Me- 
moir by Rev. A. J. W, Morrison. Portrait. 

SCHUMANN (Robert), His Life and 
Works. By A. Reissmann. Trans, by 
A. L. Alger. 

— Early Letters. Translated by May 
Herbert. With Preface by Sir G. Grove. 

SHAJCESPEARE'S Dramatio Art. 

The Hihtory and Character of Shakspeare's 
Plays. By Dr. H. Uh-ici. Trans, by L. 
Dora Schmitz. 2 vols. 



SHAKESPEARE (William). A 

Literary Biography by Karl Elze, Ph.D., 
LL.D. Translated by L. Dora Schmitz. 5^. 

SHERn>Airs Dramatic Works. With 
Memoir. Portrait (after Reynolds). 

SKEAT (Rev. W. W.)— 5V* Chaucer, 

SISMONDF8 History of the Litera. 

ture of the South of Europe. Trans, by 
T. Roscoe. Portiaits. 2 vols. 

SMiTB'S (Adam) Theory of Moral 

Sentiments ; ^th Essay on the First For- 
mation of Languages, and Critical Memoir 
byDugald Stewart. 

Sec Economic Library, 

SMYTH'S (Professor) Lectnres on 

Modem History ; from die Irruption of the 
Northern Nations to the dose or the Ameri- 
can Revolution, s vols. 
— - Lectnres on the French Revoln- 
tion. With Index, a vols. 

SOUTHET.— .S«» Cow^, Wesley, and 
ilUMttuted Library) Nelson, 

STURM'S Momhiflr Commnnlngs 

with God, or Devotbnal Meditations for 
Every Day. Trans, by W. Johnstone, M.A. 

SULLT. Memoirs of the Dnke of, 

Prime Minister to Henry the Great. With 
Notes aad Historical Introduction. 4 Por- 
traits. 4 vols. 

TATLOR^S (Bishop Jeremy) Holy 

Living and Dying, with IVayers, contain- 
ing the Whole Duty of a Christian and the 
parts of Devotion fitted to all Occasions. 
Portrait. 
TEN 'BBXJXK.—Sce Brink, 

THIERRY'S Conquest of Enijrlaiid by 

the Normans; its Causes, and its Conse- 

Suences in England and the Continent. 
\y W. Hazlitt. With short Memoir, a Por. 
traits. 2 vols. 

ULRICI (Dr.)— ^^^ Shakespeare, 

VASARI. Uves of the most Eminent 

Painters, Sculptors, and Architects. By 
Mrs. J. Foster, with selected Notes. Por. 
trait 6 vols., Vol. VI. being an additional 
Volume of Notes by Dr. J. P. Richter. 

WERNER'S Templars in Cyprns. 
Trans, by E. A. M. Lewis. 

^VESLET, the Lif^ of. and the Rise 

and Progress of Methomsm. By Robert 
Southey. Portrait, ss, 

WHEATLET. A Rational ninstra- 

tion of the Book of Comm<>n Prayer, being 
the Substance of everything Liturgical in 
all former Ritualist Commentates upon the 
subject. Frontispiece. 

YOUNQ (Arthnr) Travels in France. 

Edited liy Miss Betham Edwards. With 
a Portrait. 
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HISTORICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARIES. 



HISTORICAL LIBRARY. 

22 Volumes at 5j. each. (5^. loj. per sei.) 



EVELTITS DlarT* and Correspond- 

dence, with the Pnvate Correspondence of 
Charles I. and Sir Edward Nicholas, and 
hetween Sir Edward Hyde (Earl of Claxen- 
don) and Sir Richard Browne. Edited from 
the Original MSS. by W. Bray, F.A.S. 

Lvols. AK Engravings (after Vandyke, 
tly, KneUer, and Jamieson, &c). 
N.B. — ^Thas edition contains 130 letters 
from Evelyn and his wife, printed by per- 
mission, and contained in no other edition. 

PEFT8' Diary and Correspondence. 

With Life and Notes, by Lord Bra>;brooke. 
4^ vols. With Appendix containing ad- 
ditional Letters, an Index, and 31 En- 
gravings (after Vandyke, Sir P. Leiy, 
Holbem, Kneller, &c.). 

N.B. — ^This is a reprint of Lord Bray- 
brooke's fourth and last edition, containing 
all his latest notes and corrections, the 
copyright of the publishers. 



JESSE'S Memoirs of the Court of 

England under the Stuarts, including the 
Protectorate. 3 vols. With Index and 43 
Portraits (after Vandyke, Lely, &c.). 

Memoirs of the Pretenders and 

their Adherents. 6 Portraits. 

NU GENT'S (Lord) Memorials of 

Hampden, his Party and Times. With 
Memoir. za Portraits (after Vandyke 
and others). 

STRICBXAND'S (Agnes) Lives of the 
Queens of England from the Norman 
Conquest. From authentic Doccunents, 
public and private. 6 Portraito. 6 vols. 

Life of Mary Queen of Soots. 

a Portraits, a vols. 

Lives of the Tador and Stuart 

Princesses. With 2 Portraits. 



PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 

16 Vols, at SJ. each, excepting these marhed otherwise. (3/. 14s. per set.) 



BACON'S Novum Organnm and Ad- 
vancement of Learning. With Notes by 
J. Devey, M.A. 

BAX. A Handbook of the History 

of Philosophy, for the use <^ Students. 
By E. Belfort Bax, Editor of Kant's 
' Prolegomena.' 
POMTE'S Philosophy of the Sclenoes. 
An Exposition of the Principles of the 
Court at Pkilosophu Positive. By G. H. 
Lewes, Author cit < The Life of Goethe.' 

DRAPER (Dr. J. W.) A History of 

the Intellectual Development of Emope. 
a vols. 

HEGEL'S Philosophy Of History. By 
J. Sibree, M.A. 

KANT'S Crltlqiie of Pure Reason- 
By J. M. D. Meiklefohn. 
— — Prolegomena and Metaphystoal 

Foundations of Natural Science, with Blo- 
naphy and Memoir by E. Belfort Bax. 
Portrait. 



LOGIC, or the Science of Inference. 
A Popular Blanual. By J. Devey. 

MILLER (Professor). History Philo- 
sophically Illustrated, from the Fall of the 
Roman Eminre to the French Revolution. 
With Memoir. 4 vols. 3*. 6d. each. 

SCHOPENHAUER on the Fourfold 

Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason, 
and on the Will in Nature. Trans, from 
the German. 

Essays. Selected and Translated by 

E. Belfort Bax. [In the press. 

SPINOZA'S Chief Works. Trans, with 
Introduction by R. H. M. Elwes. a vols. 

Vol. I.— Tractatus Theok^gioo-Politicus 
^Political Treatise. 

Vol. II.— Improvement o the Under- 
ttandinff^Ethics—Letters. 
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BOHirS LIBRARIES. 



THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY. 

IS Vols, at $5, each (except Chillingivorthy 3^. 6^.). (3^« ^V* ^* per set.) 



BLEEK. Introdnotton to the Old 

Testament. By Friedrich Bleek. Trans, 
under the supervision of Rev. E. Venables, 
Residentiary Canon of Lmcoln. 3 vols. 

CHILLINGWORTH'S ReUfflon of 
Protestants. 3*. 6</. 

EUSEBins. EodeaUuitloal Hlftory 

of Eusebius Pamphilius, Bishop of Caesarea. 
Trans, bjr Rev. C. F. Cruse, M.A. With 
Notes, Life, and Chronological Tables. 

EYAGRIUS. History Of the Cliiircli. 

-^ee Tkeodorei. 

HARD WICK. History of the ArtUflM 

of Religion ; to which is added a Series of 
Documents from a.d. 1536 to a.d. 1615. 
Ed. by Rev. F. Proctor. 

HENRY'S (Matthew) Exposition of 

the Book of JPsalms. Numerous Woodcuts. 

PEARSON (John, D.D.) Exposition 

of the Creed. Edit, by E. Walford, M.A. 
With Notes, Analysis, and Indexes. 



FHILO-JUDAUS, Works of. Tha 

Contemporary of Josephns. Thms. by 
C. D. Vbnge. 4 vols. 

PHILOSTORGIUS. EoclesUurtloal 

History of. — See Sozomeiu 

SOCRATES' Eocleslastlcal History. 

Ccnnprising a History of the Church frcnn 
Cmistantine, a.d. 305, to the 3&h year of 
Theodosins II. With Short Account of 
the Author, and selected Notes. 

SOZOMEN'S Eocleslastlcal History. 

A.D. 334-440. With Notes, Prefatory Re- 
marks by Valesius, and Short Mem<Mr. 
Together with the Ecclbsiastical His 
TORT OP Philostorgius, as mitomised by 
Photius. Trans, by Rev. E. Walford, M.A. 
With Notes and brief Life. 

THEODORET and EVAGRIUS. His. 

tories of the Church from a.d. 3^ to die 
Death of Theodore of Mopsuestia, a.d. 

197 ; and from a.d. 431 to a.d. 544. With 
femoirs. 

WIESELER'S (Karl) Chronological 

Synopsis of the Four Gospels. Trans. Sxf 
Rev. Canon Venables. 



ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY. 

35 Vols, at SJ. each. {SI. 15^. per iet.) 



ANGL043AXON CHRONICLE. ~ .S^/ 

Bede. 
ASSER'S Life Of Alfred,See Stx O. E, 

Chronicles. 
BEDE'S (Venerable) Ecclesiastical 

History of England. Together with the 
Anglo-Saxon Chroniclb. With Notes, 
Short Life, Analysis, and Map. Edit, by 
J. A. GUes, D.CL. 

BOETHinS'S Consolation of Philo- 
sophy. King Alfred's An^o-Saxon Ver- 
sion of. With an Englbh Translation on 
opposite pages, Notes, Introduction, and 
Glossary, by Rev. S. Fox, M.A. To 
which is added the Anglo-Saxon Version of 
the Metres op Boethius, with a free 
Translation by Martin F. Tupper, D.CL. 

BRAND'S Popular Antiqnltles of 

Ens^land, Scotland, and Ireland. Illus- 
tratmg the Origin of our Vulgar and Pro- 
vinciad Customs, Ceremonies, and Super- 
stitions. By Sir Henry Ellis, K.H., F.R.S. 
Frontispiece. 3 vols. 



CHRONICLES of the CRUSADES. 

Contemporary Narratives of Richard Coeur 
de Lion, by Richard of Devices and Geof- 
fir^ de Vinsauf ; and of the Cmsade at 
Samt Louis, by Lord John de JoinviUe. 
With Short Notes. Illuminated Frontis- 
piece from an old MS. 

DYER'S (T. F. T.) British Fopnlar 

Customs, Present and Past. An Account 
of the various Games and Customs asso* 
dated with different Days of the Year in 
the British Isles, arranged according to the 
Calendar. By the Rev. T. F. Thuelton 
Dyer, M.A. 

EARLY TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 

Comprising the Narratives of Aicolf, 
Willibald, Bernard, Ssewulf, Sigurd, Ben- 
jamin of Tudela, Sir John MaimdeviDe, 
De la Brocqui^ and Maundrell ; all un- 
abridged. With Introduction and Notes 
by Thomas Wright. Map of Jemsaleak 
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ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY. 



BLLSB 



\,) Specimens of Early En- 

glisb Metricad Romances, relating to 
Arthur, Merlin, Gay of Warwick, Richard 
Coeor de Lion, Charlemagne, Roland, &c. 
&c. With Historical Introdnction by J. O. 
Halliwell, F.R.S. Illuminated Frontis- 
piece from an old MS. 

ETHEL WERD, Chronlde of.—^M 

Six O. E. ChrotucUs. 

FLORENCE OF WORCESTER'S 

Chronicle, with the Two Continuations: 
comprising Annals of English History 
from the Departure of the Romans to the 
Reign of Edward I. Trans., with Notes, 
by Thomas Forester, M.A. 

GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH. 

Chronicle oL-^ei Six O. E, ChronicUs, 

QESTA ROMANORTTM, or Enter- 

taining Moral Stories invented by the 
Monks. Trans, with Notes by the Rev. 
Charles Swan. Edit, by W. Hooper, M.A. 

GILD AS. Chronicle ot,—Se€ Six O, E, 

ChronicUs, 

GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS' Hlstori- 

cal Works. Containing Topography of 
Ireland, and History of the Conquest of 
Ireland, bv Th. Forester, M.A. Itinerary 
through Wales, and Description of Wales, 
by Sir R. Colt Hoare. 

HENRT OF HUNTING DON'S HIb. 

tor^ of the English, from the Roman In- 
vasion to the Accession of Henry 11. ; 
with the Acts of King Stephen, and the 
Letter to Walter. By T. Forester, M.A. 
Frontispiece from an old MS. 

INGULFH'S Chronicles of the Abbey 

of Croyland, with the Continuation bv 
Peter of Blois and others. Trans, with 
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A. 

KEIGHTLET'S (Thomafl) Fairy My- 
thology, illustrative of the Romance and 
Superstition of Various Countries. Frontis- 
piece by Cruikshank. 

LEFSIUS'S Letters from EgTpt, 
Ethiopia, and the Peninsula of Sinai ; to 
which are added. Extracts from his 
Chronology of the Egyptians, with refer- 
ence to the Exodus of the Israelites. By 
L. and J. B. Homer. Maps and Cobnred 
View of Mount BarkaL 

MALLET'S Northern Antlqnltlee, or 

an Historical Account of the Manners, 
Customs, Reli^ons, and Literature of the 
Ancient Scandinavians. Trans, by Bishop 
Percy. With Translation of the Prosb 
Edda, and Notes by J. A. Blackwell. 
Also an Abstract of the ' Eyrbyggia Saga ' 
by Sir Walter Scott. With Glossary 
end Coloured Frontispiece. 



MARCO POLO'S Travels; with Notes 
and Introdnctbn. Edit by T. Wright. 

MATTHSW FARIS'S English His- 
tory, from 1935 to 1273. By Rev. J. A. 
Giles, D.C.L. With Frontispiece. 3 vob.— 
St€ also Roger of IVetulover. 

MATTHEW OF WESTMINSTER'S 

Flowers of History, especially such as re- 
late to the affairs of Britain, from the be- 
* ittina; of the World to a.d. 1307. By 
D. Yonge. 2 vols. 



NENNins. Chronicle ot.-^Su Six 
O. E» Chronicles, 

ORDERICUS VITALIB' Ecclesiastical 

History of England and Normandy. With 
Notes, Introduction of Guizot, and the 
Critical Notice of M. Delille, by T. 
Forester, M.A. To which is added the 
Chronicle op St. Evroult. With Gene- 
ral and Chronological Indexes. 4 vols. 

FAULTS (Dr. R.) Ufs of Alfred the 
Great To whicn is appended Alfred's 
Anglo-Saxon Version op Orosius. With 
literal Translation interpaged, Notes, and 
an Anglo-Saxon Grammar and Glossary, 
by B. Thorpe. Frontispiece. 

RICHARD OF CIRENCESTER. 

Chronicle of.— vSm Six O, E. CknmicUs, 

ROGER DE HOVEDEN'8 Annals of 

English HistiMy, comprising the Hbtory 
of England and of other Countries of Eu- 
rope from A.D. 733 to A.D. laoz. With 
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A. 9 vols. 

ROGER OF WENDOVER'S Flowers 

of History, com^ising the History of 
England from the Descent of the Saxons to 
A.D. Z335, formerly ascribed to Matthew 
FSaris. With Notes and Index by J. A. 
Giles, D.C.L. 9 vols. 

SIX OLD ENGLISH CHRONICLES : 

vis., Asser's Life of Alfred and the Chroni- 
cles of Ethelwerd, Gildas. Nennius, Geof- 
frey of Monmouth, and Richard of Ciren- 
cester. Edit., with Notes, by J. A. Giles, 
D.C.L. Portrait of Alfred. 

WILLIAM OF MALMESBURY'S 

Chronicle of the Kings of England, from 
the Earliest Period to King Stephen. By 
Rev. J. Sharpe. With Notes by J. A. 
Giles, D.C.L. Frontispiece. 

TULE-TIDE STORIES. A Collection 
of Scandinavian and North-German Popu- 
lar Tales and Traditions, from the Swedish, 
Danish, and German. Edit, by B. Thorpe. 
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BOBiPS LIBRARIES. 



ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY. 

80 Vols, at 5J. each^ excepting those marked otherwise. (19/. 17^. 6d, per set.) 



AJJ^EXPS (Joteph, Rjr.) BattlM of 
the British Navy. Revised edition, with 
Indexes of Names and Events, and 57 Por- 
traits and Plans, a vols. 

ANDERSEN'S Danish Fairr Tales. 

By Caroline Peachey. With Short Life 
and ISO Wood Enji^avings. 

ABIOSTO'S Orlando FnriOM. In 

English Verse b^ W. S. Rose, \rxth Notes 
and Short Memoir. Portrait after Titian, 
and 34 Steel Engravings. 2 vols. 

BECBUBTEnrs Cage and Chamber 

Birds : their NatoralHistory, Habits, &c. 
Together with Sweet's British Wak- 
BLERS. 43 Coloured Plates and Woodcuts. 

BONOm'S Nineveh and its Palaces. 

The Discoveries of Botta and Lavaid 
applied to the Elucidation of Holy Writ. 
7 Plates and 294 Woodcuts. 

BUTLER'S Hudibras, with Variortim 



Notes and Biography. 
lUostiations. 



Portrait and sB 



CATTERMOLE'S Evenings at Had- 

don Hall. Romantic Tales of the Olden 
Times. With 34 Steel Engravings after 
Cattermole. 

CHINA, Pictorial, Descriptive^ and 
Historical, with some account of Ara and 
the Burmese. Siam, and Anam. Map, and 
neariy xoo Illustrations. 

CRAIK'S (G. LO Pnrsnit of Know. 

ledge nnder Difficulties. Illustrated br 
Anecdotes and Memoirs. Numerous Wood- 
cut Portraits. 

CRX7IKSHANE?8 Three Courses and 

a Dessert ; comprising three Sets of Tales, 
West Countrv, Irish, and Legal ; and a 
Melange. With 50 Illustrations by Crdk- 

— Ponch and Judy. The Dialogue of 
the Puppet Show ; an Account of its Origin, 
&c. 94 Illustrations and Coloured Pk^es 
by Crmkshank. 

DANTE, in Enslish Verse, by I. C. Wright, 
M.A With Introduction and Memoir. 
Portrait and 34 Steel Engravings after 
Flaxman; 



DIDRON'S Christian Iconography; 

a History of Christian Art in the Middle 
Ages. By the late A. N. Didren. Trans, 
by E. J. Millington, and completed, with 
Additions and Appendices, by Maxi^aret 
Stokes. 2 vols. With numerous Illustrations. 

Vol. I. The History of the Nimbus, the 
Aureole, and the Glor^r; Representations 
of the Persons of the Trinity. 

Vol. II. The Trinity; Angels; Devils 
The Soul ; The Christian Scheme. Appen 



DTER (Dr. T. H.) Pompeii : its Build- 
ings and Antionities. An Account of die 
O^, with full Description of the Remains 
and Recent Excavations, and an Itinerary 
for Visitors. By T. H. Dyer, LL.D. 
Nearly 300 Wood Engravings, Map, and 
Plan. 7S.6d. 

Rome : History of the City, with 

Introduction on recent Eireavations. 8 
Engravings, Frontispiece, and 9 Maps. 

GIL BLA8. The Adventnree of: 

From the French of Lenge by SmoUett. 
34 Engravings after Smirke, axid xo Etch- 
ings by Cruikshank. 6x9 pa^^. 6s. 

GRIMM'S Gammer Grethel; or, Ger- 
man Fairy Tales and Pc^ular St<»rxes, 
containing 49 Fairy Tales. By Ednr 
Taylor. Numerous Woodcuts after Cnuk- 
shank and Ludwig Grimm. 3X. 6d. 

HOLBEIN'S Dcmce of Death and 

Bible Cuts. Upwards of 150 Subjects, en- 
graved in Oacsiinile. with Introduction and 
iXescriptions by tne late Francis Douce 
and Dr. Dibdin. 

INDIA, Pictorial, Descriptive, and 

Historical, from the Earliest Times, xoo 
Engravings on Wood and Map. 

JESSE'S Anecdotes of Dogs. With 
40 Woodcuts after Harvey, Bewick, and 
others; and 34 Steel Engravings after 
Cooper and Liandseer. 

KING'S (C. W.) Natural History of 

Precious Stones and Metals. Illustra- 
tions. 6s. 

KRXnSCMACHER'S Farable^i 4olUus. 
trations. 
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LODOE'S Fortralti of XUitftrtoiui 
Penooageft of Great Britain, with Bio- 
sraphical and Historical Memoixs. 940 
Portraits engraved on Steel, with the 
respective Biographies unabridged. Conip 
^te in 8 vols. 

LONGFELLOW'S Poetical Worki, 

induding his Translations and Notes, ai 

full-page Woodcuts by Birket Foster and 

others, and a Portrait. 
— — Without the Illustrations, 3f. hd. 
«-* Prose Works. With z6 full-page 

Woodcuts by Birket Foster and others. 

LOUDON'S (Mrs.)^ Entertalnlns Na- 
turalist. Popular Descriptions, Tales, and 
Anecdotes, of more than 500 Animals. 
Numerous Woodcuts. 

BIARRTAT'S (Capt., R.N.) Master- 

man Ready ; or, the Wreck of the Pacific. 

(Written for Young People.) With 93 

Woodcuts. 3f . &/. 
BUssion; or, Scenes in AfHoa. 

(Written for Young People.) Illustrated 

by Gilbert and DabueL 3^- ^- 
Pirate and Three Cutters. (Writ- 
ten for Young People.) With a Memoir. 

8 Sted Engravings after Clarkson Stan- 

field, R.A. V'^, 

— PriTateersman. Adventures by Sea 
and Land One Hundred Years Ago. 
(Written for Young People.) 8 Steel En- 
gravings. 31. tcL 

•»- Settlers in Canada. (Written for 
Young People.) xo Engravings by (Mlbert 
and Dalziel. 31. 6</. 

— Poor Jack. (Written for Young 
People.) With z6 Illustrations after Clark- 
son Stanfield, R.A. 31. &£. 

Mldslilpman Easy. With 8 full- 

page Illustrations. Small post 8vo. 3«. &/. 

Peter Simple. With 8 fuU-page Illus- 
trations. Small post 8vo. 3^ . 6.-/. 

MAXWELL'S Victories of WelUnf- 

ton and the British Armies. Frontispiece 
and 4 Pbrtiaits. 

BOOHAEL ANOELOand RAPHAEL. 

Their Lives and Wtn-ks. By Du^pa and 
Quatremiare de (Duincy. Portraits and 
£ngravings, including the Last Judgment, 
anaCartoons. 

BIILLER'S History of the Anglo- 
Saxons, from the Earliest Period to the 
Norman Conquest. Portrait of Alfred, Map 
of Saxon Britain, and is Sted Engravings. 

MUDIE'S History of British Birds. 
Revised by W. C. L. Martin. 53 Figures of 
Birds and 7 coloured Plates of Eggs. 



a vols. 



NAVAL and MILITART HEROES 
of Great Britain ; a Record of British 
Valour on every Day in the year, from 
William the Conqueror to the Battle of 
Inkermann. By Major Johns, R.M., and 
Lieut P. H. incolas, R.M. Indexes. •4 
Portraits after Holbein, Reynolds, &c. 6«. 

NICOLXNFS History of the Jesnlts : 
their Origin, Progress, Doctrines, and De- 
signs. 8 Portraits. 

PETRARCH'S Sonnets^ TriomphSi 

and other Poems, in English Verse. With 
Life by Thomas Campbell Portrait and 
Z5 Steel Engravings. 

PICKERING'S History of the Races 

of Man, and their Geographical Distribu- 
tion ; with An Analytical Stnofsxs op 
TKB Natural History of Man. By Dr. 
Hall. M19 of the World and is coloured 
Plates. 

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK OF 

Modem (aeography on a Popular Plan. 
Commled from the best Authorities, English 
and Foreign, by H. G. Bohn. 150 Wood- 
cuts and 5z ooloond Maps. 
Without the Maps, 31. 6^. 

POPE'S Poetical Works, including 
TransUtions. Edit., with Notes, l^ R. 
Carruthers. a vols. 

Homer's Iliad, with Introduction 

and Notes by Rev. J. S. Watson, M.A. 
With Fkucman's Designs. 

Homer's Odyssey, with the Battlb 

OP Frogs and Micx. Hymns, &c., by 
other translators including Chapman. In- 
troduction and Notes by J. S. Watson, 
M.A. With Flaxman's Designs. 

— Lilto, including many of his Letters. 
By R. Carruthers. numerous Illustrations. 

POTTERY AND PORCELAIN, and 

other objects of Vertu. Conaawisittg an 
lOnstrated Catalogue of the Bemal Col- 
lection, with the prices and names of the 
Possessors. Also an Introductory Lecture 
on Pottery and Porcelain, and an Engraved 
List of all Blarks and Monograms. By 
H. G. Bohn. Numerous Woodcuts. 

— — With coloured Illustrations, zof . &f. 

FROUT'S (Father) Reliqnes. Edited 
b:|r Rev. F. Mahony. Copyright edition, 
with the Author^s last corrections ana 
add iti o ns , ax Etchings by D. MacUse, 
RA. Nearly 600 pages. 

RECREATIONS IN SHOOTINa. With 
ioaie Account of the Game found in the 
British Isles, and Directionsfor the Manage- 
ment of Dog and Gun. By 'Craven.' 6a 
Woodcuts and 9 Steel Engravings after 
A. Cooper, R«A. 
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BOffirS LIBRARIES. 



RENinE. Inieot Aroblteotnre. Re- 
vised by Rev. J. G. Wood, M.A. x86 

Woodcuts. 



BOBnraON CRUSOE. With Memoir of 
Defoe, X9 Steel Engravings and 74 Wood- 
cuts after Stothard and Harvey. 

— - Without the £ngravinfl;s. v. 6d. 

ROME IN THE NINETEENTH CEN- 

tury. An Account in 18x7 of the Ruins zf 
the Ancient City, and Monuments of Modem 
Times. By Cf. A. Eaton. 34 Steel En- 
gravings. 3 vols. 
SHARFE(S.) The Hirtory Of Egypt, 
from the Earliest Times till the Conquest 
by the Arabs, A.D. 640. a Maps and up- 
wards of 400 Woodcuts. 9 vols. 

SOUTHEyS UfB of NelMn. With 
Additional Notes, Facsimiles of Nelson's 
Writing, Portraits, Plans, and 50 Engrav- 
ings, after Birket Foster, &c. 

STARUNG'S (MlM) Noble Deeds of 

Women; or. Examples of Female Courage, 
Fortitude, and Virtue. With 14 Steel Por- 
traits. 

STUART and REVETT'S Antlqiiltles 

of Athois, and other Monuments of Greece ; 
with Glossary of Terms used in Grecian 
Architecture. 71 Steel Plates and numerous 
Woodcuts. 

SWEET'S BrltUh Warblerf. v-~St€ 
Bechsttm. 

TAJ^ES OF THE GENU; or, the 

Delightful Lessons of Horam, the Son of 
Asmar. Trans, by Sir C. Morrell. Numer- 
ous Woodcuts. 



TASSO>8 Jernialem DellTered. In 

English Spenserian Verse, with Life, by 
J. H. Wifien. With 8 Engravings and 34 
Woodcuts. 

WALKER'S Manlj E3EerolMf; con- 
taining Skatm^, Ridm^, Driving, Hunting, 
Shootmg, Sailmg, Rowmg, Swimming, &c. 
44 Engravings and numerous Woodcuts. 

WALTON'S Complete Anij^ler. or tl:e 
Contemplative Man's Recreation, by laaak 
Walton and Charles Cotton. With Me- 
moirs and Notes by E. Jesse. Also an 
Account of Fishing Stations, Tackle. &c, 
by H. G. Bohn. Portrait and 003 Wood- 
cuts, and a6 Engravings on Sted. 

Livesof Donne, Wotton. Hooker, 

&c., with Notes. A New Edition, re- 
vbed by A. H. BuIIen, with a Memoir 
of l2aak Walton by William Dowling. 6 
Portraits, 6 Autograph Signatures, &c 

WELLINGTON, UfB of. From the 
Materials of Maxwell. x8 Steel £n- 
gravmgs. 

Victories oL-^te MaxwtlL 



'WEBTROF'P { 



. M.) A Handbook of 
>tiui, Greek, Etruscan, 
!. Westropp. Ntuierous 



WHITE'S Natural History of Sei- 
bome, with Observations on various P^uts 
of Nature, and the Naturalists' Calendar. 
Sir W. Jardiae. Edit., with Notes and 
Memoir, by E. Jesse. 40 Portraits and 
coloured Plates. 



CLASSICAL LIBRARY. 

Translations from the Greek and Latin. 



103 Vois, at Sj. eacht excepting those marked otherwise, 
TATIUS. — See 



(25/. 4J. 6d, per set,) 



ACHILLES TATIUS. — See Greek 

Roittances. 
fSCHYLUS, The Dramas of. In 

Eng^lish Verse by Anna Swanwick. 4th 

edition. 
The Tragedies of. In Prose, with 

Notes and Introduction, by T. A. Buckley, 

B.A. Portrait. 31. td. 

AMMLANUS MARCELUNUS. His- 
tory of Rome during the Reigns of Con- 
stantius, Julian, Tovianus,Valentinian, and 
Valens, by C. D. Yonge, B.A. Double 
volume. 1$, 6d, 



ANTONINUS (M. Aiireliiis)| The 

Thoughts of. Translated, with Notes. 
Biographical Sketch, and Essay on the 
Philosophy, by Geonre Long, M.A. 
3f. 6d» Fine Paper edition on hand-made 
paper. 6s. 

APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. 'TheAr- 

gonautica.' Translated by E. P. Coleridge. 

APULEIUS, The Works of. Com- 
prising the Golden Ass, God of Socrates, 
Flori&, and Discourse of Magic, &c 
Frontispiece. 
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ARISTOPHAMES' ComediM. Tkans.. 

with Notes and Extracts from Frere's ana 
other Metrical Versions, by W. J. Hiclde. 
Portrait, a vols. 

ARISTOTLE'S Nioomachean Btiblos. 

Trans., with Notes, Analytical Introduc- 
tion, and Questions for Students, by Yen. 
Archdn. Browne. 

• — PoUtiofl and Economloai Traas., 
with Notes, Analyses, and Index, by E. 
Walford. M.A., and an Essay and Life by 
Dr. GilUes. 

— - Metaphysics. Trans., with Notes, 
Analysis, and Examination Questions, by 
Rev. John H. M*Mahon, M.A. 

— History of Animals. In Ten Books. 
Trans., with Notes and Index, by R. 
Cresswell, M.A. 

■— Organon ; or. Logical Treatises, and 
the Introduction of Porph^. With Notes, 
Analysis, and Introduction, bv Rev. O. 
F. Owen, M.A a vols. 3*. 6a. each. 

^— Rhetoric and Poetics. Trans., with 
Hobbes' Analysis. Exam. Questions, and 
Notes, by T. Buckley, B.A. Portrait. 

%.THEN£I78. The Delpnosophlsts. 

Trans, by C. D. Yonge, B.A. With an 
Appendix of Poetical Fragments. 3 vols. 

i.TLA8 Of Classical Geography, aa 

large Coloured Maps. With a complete 
Index. Imp. 8vo. js. 6d, 

BlON.'^ef Theocritus, 

C£8AR. Commentaries on the 

Gallic and Civil Wars, with the Supple- 
mentary Books attributed to Hirtius, in- 
cluding the complete Alexandrian, African, 
and Spanish Wars. Portrait. 

CATULLUS, Tlbnllns, and the Tl^ 

of Yenus. Trans, with Notes and Bio- 
graphical Introduction. To which are 
added. Metrical Versions ^ by Lamb, 
Grainger, and others. Frontispiece. 



Trans, by C. D. 



CICERO'S Orations. 

Yonge, B.A. 4 vols. 

On Oratory and Orators. With 

Letters to Quintus and Brutus. Trans., 
with Notes, by Rev. J. S. Watson, MA. 

On the Nature of the Oods. Divi- 
nation, Fate, Laws, a Republic, Consul- 
ship. Trans, by C. D. Yonge, B A. 

— Academl0S| De Finibus, and Tuscn- 
lan Questions. Bv C. D. Yonge, B.A. 
With Sketch of the Greek Philosophers 
mentioned by Cicero. 



CICERO'S Yforyau— Continued. 
Offices; or, Moral Duties. 



Cato 



>j^ or, jKLfjiai A/uues. y^wxa 
Major, an Essay on Old A^e ; Ladius, an 
Essay on Friendship; Scipio's Dream; 
Paradoxes; Letter to Qtiintus on Magis- 
trates. Trans., with Notes, by C. R. Ed- 
monds. Portrait, v* <^ 
DEMOSTHENES' Orations. Trans., 
with Notes, Arguments, a Chronol<^cal 
Abstract, and Appendices, by C. Rann 
Kennedy. 5 vols. (One, 3^. 6d ; four, 5^ .) 

DICTIONARY of LATIN and GREEK 

Quotations ; including Proverbs, Maxims, 
Mottoes, Law Terms and Phrases. With 
the Quantities marked, and English Trans- 
lations. With Index Verborum (6aa pages). 

— Index Yerborum to the above, with the 
Quantities and Accents marked (56 pages), 
fimp cloth. M. 

DIOOENES LAERTIUS. Lives and 
Opinions of the Ancient Philosophers. 
Trans., with Notes, by C. D. Yonge, B.A 

EFICTETUS. The Dlsconrses of. 

With the Encheiridion and Fragments. 
With Notes, Life, and Yiew of his Philo- 
sophy, by George Long, M.A. 

EURIPIDES.^ Trans, by T. A. Buckley, 
B.A. Portrait. 9 vols. 

GREEK ANTHOLOGY. In English 
Prose by G. Burges, M.A. With Metrical 
Versions by Bland, Merivale, and others. 

GREEK ROMANCES of HellodomS| 

Longus, and Achilles Tatius; viz.. The 
Adventures of Theagenes and Chariclea ; 
Amours of Daphnis and Chloe ; and Loves 
of Clitopho and Leucippe. Trans., with 
Notes, by Rev. R. Smith, M.A 

HELIODORUS.— 6*^^ Greek Romances, 

HERODOTUS. Literally trans, by Rev. 
Henry Cary, M.A. Portrait. 

HESIOD, CALLIBIACHUS, and 

Theognis. In Prose, with Notes and 
Biographical Notices by Rev. J. Banks, 
M.A. Together with the Metrical Ver- 
sions of Hesiod, by Elton ; Callimachus, 
by Tytler ; and Theognis, by Frere. 

HOMER'S niad. In En^ish Prose, with 
Notes by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait. 

— Odyssey* Hymns, Epigrams, and 
Battle of the Frogs and Mice. In English 
Prose, with Notes and Memoir by T. A. 
Buckley, B.A 

HORACE. In Prose by Smart, with Notes 
selected by T. A Buckley, B.A Por- 
trait. 3f. &/: 

JULIAN THE EMPEROR. Containing 
Gregory Mazianzei's Two Invectives and 
Libanus' Monody, with Julian's Theosophi- 
cal Works. By the Rev. C. W. King, M.A 
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BONN'S LIBRARIES. 



JUSTIN, CORREUUS IVBP08, Mid 

EutFopius. Trans., with Notes, by Rev. 
J. S. Watson, M JL 

JUVENAL; FER8IUB, 8ULFICIA, 

and LncUins. In Prose, with Notes, 
Chronolosical Tables. Az^ments, by L. 
Evans, M. A. To which is added the Me- 
trical Version of Juvenal and Persius by 
Gifford. Frontispiece. 

Lnrr. TheHlctoryofRome. Trans, 
by Dr. SpiUan and others. 4vels. Portrait. 

LONGUS. Daphnis and Chloe.— 6"^^ Greek 
Rofnances, 

ItUCAN'8 PharBoUa. In Prose, with 
Notes by H.T.Riley. 

LUCIAN'S Dtalogites of the Qods, 
of the Sea Gods, and of the Dead. Trans, 
by Howard Williams, M.A. 

LUCRETIUS. In Prose, with Notes and 
Biographical Introdnction by Rev. T. S. 
Watson, M.A. To which is added the 
Metrical Version by J. M. Good. 

MARTIAL'S Epigrams, complete. In 
Prose, with Verse Translations selected 
from Ei^lish Poets, and other sources. 
Dble. vol. (670 pages). 7;. td, 

MOSCHUS.— 5'M TkeocrUtts, 

OVID'S Works, complete. In Prote, 
with Notes and Introduction. 3 vols. 

P AU8ANIA8' Description of Greece. 

Trans., with Notes and Index, by Rev. 
A. R. Shilleto, M.A., sometime Scholar of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 2 vols. 

PHALARIS. Benttey's Dissertations 

upon the Epistles of Pbalaris, Themisto* 
cies, Socrates, Euripides, and the Fables 
of .^sop. With Introduction and Notes 
by Prof. W. Wagner, Ph.D. 

PINDAR. In Prose, with Introduction 
and Notes by Dawson W. Turner. To- 
gether with the Metrical Version by Abra- 
ham Moore. Portrait. 

PLATO'S Works. Trans, by Rev. H. 
Gary, H. Davis, and G. Burges. 6 vols. 

— - Dlalog:aes. A Summary and Analysis 
of. With Analytical Index to the Greek 
text of modem editions and to the above 
translations, by A. Day, LL.D. 

PLAUTUS'S Comedies. In Prose, with 
Notes by H. T. Riley, B.A. a vols. 

PLINY'S Natnral History. Trans., 
with Notes, by J. Bostock, M.D., F.R.S., 
and H. T. Riley, B.A. 6 vols. 

FLINT. The Letters of Pliny the 

Younger. Melmoth's Translation, revised, 
with Notes and short Life, by Rev. F. C. 
T. Bosanqnet. M.A. 



PLUTARCH^ Morals. Theosopihical 
Essays. Trans, by Rev. C W. King, M.A. 

— - Ethical Essays. Trans, by Rev. 
A. R. Shilleto, M.A. 

Lives. Seepage 7. 

PROPERTIUS, The Elegies of. With 
Notes, translated by Rev. P. J. F. 
Gantillon, M.A., with metrical versions 
of Select Elegies by Nott and Elton. 
3X. 6d, 

QUINTILIAN'S Institutes of Oratory. 
Trans., by Rev. J. S. Wats<Hi, M.A. 
3 vols. 

SALLUST, FLORUS, and VELLEIU8 

Paterculus. Trans., with Notes and Bio- 
graphical Notices, by J. S. Watson, M.A. 

SENECA DE BENEFICIIS. Trans- 
lated by Aubrey Stewart, M.A. 3*. 6d, 

SENECA'S Minor Essays. Translated 
by A. Stewart, M.A. 

SOPHOCLES. The Tragedies of. In 

IVose, with Notes, Arguments, and Intro 
duction. Portrait. 

STRABO'S Geography. Trans., with 
Notes, by W. Falconer, M.A., and H. C. 
Hamilton. Copious Index, giving Ancient 
and Modem Names. 3 vols. 

SUETONIUS' LlTSS of the Twelve 
Ccsars and Lives of the Grammarians. 
The Translation of Thomson, revised, with 
Notes, by T. Forester. 



TACITUS. The Works of. 

with Notes, a vols. 



Trans., 



TERENCE and PHJEDRUS. In Eng- 
lish Prose, with Notes and Arguments, by 
H. T. Riley, B.A. To which is added 
Smart's Metrical Version of Phaedrus. 
With Frontispiece. 

THEOCRITUS, BION, M08CHUS. 

and Tyrtaeus. In Prose, with Notes and 
Arguments, by Rev. J. Banks, M.A. To 
which are appended the Mbtricai. Vbr- 
SIGNS of Chapman. Portrait of Theocritus. 

THUCTDIDES. The Peloponnesian 



War. 
Dale. 



Trans., with Notes, by Rev. H. 



Portrait. 2 vols. 3^ . 6iL each. 

TTRTSXJB,~^ee Theocritus, 

VIROIL. The Works of. In Prose, 
with Notes by Davidson. Revised, with 
additional Notes and Bioeraphical Notice, 
by T. A. Buckley, B.A. Portrait. 3c 6d. 

XENOPHON'S Works. Trans., with 
Notes, by J. S. Watson, M.A., and Rev. 
H. Dale. Portrait. In 3 vols. 
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COLLEGIATE SERIES 

10 Vols, at $s, each, (2/. los, per set,) 



rg 



DANTE. The Inferno. Prose Trans., 
with the Text of the Original on the same 
sige, and Ejcplanatory Notes, by John 
. Carlyle, M.D. Portrait. 
-— The Pnrgatorio. Prose Trans., with 
the Original on the same page, and Ex- 
planatory Notes, by W. S. Dugdale. 

DOBBEE'S Advenarla. fNotes on the 
Greek and Latin Classics.) Edited by the 
late ProC Wagner. 9 vols. 

D0NAIJ>80N {pt^ The Theatre of 

the Greeks. With Snpplementarv Treatise 
on the Language, Metres, and Prosody of 
the Greek Dramatists. Nomerous lUas- 
trations and 3 Plans. By J. W. Donald- 
son, D.D. 

GOETHE'S Faust. PartL German Text, 
with Hayward's Prose Translation and 
Notes. Revised, with Introduction and 
Bibliography, by Dr. C. A. Buchheim. 

[/« the Press, 

KEIGHTLEY'S (Thomas) MytholOKy 
of Ancient Greece and Italy. Kevisedby 
Dr. Leonhard Schmitx. zs Plates. 



HERODOTUS, Notes on. Original 

and Selected firom the best Commentators. 
By D. W. Turner, M.A. Coloured Map. 

Analysis and Summary oft with 

a Synchronistical Table of Events— Tables 
of weights, Measures, Mon«7| and Dis- 
tances—an Outline of the History and 
Geography^— and the Dates completed from 
Gai^ord, Baehr, &c. By J. T.Wheeler. 

MEW TESTAMENT (The) In Greek. 

Griesbach's Text, with the Readings of 
Mill and Scholz, and Parallel References. 
Also a Critical Introduction and Chrono- 
k>gical Tables. Two Fac-similes of Greek 
Mannscripts. 650 pages. 3^ . td, 

— or bound up with a Cireek and English 
Lexicon to the New Testament (350 pages 
additional, making in all 900^. 5^. 

The Lexicon separately, w . 

THUCTDIDE8. An Analysis and 

Summary of. With Chronological Table 
of Events, &&, by J. T. Wheeler. 



SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY. 

50 Vols, at 5x. each^ excepting those marked otherwise, (13/. 6j. od, per set,) 



AGASSIZ and GOULD. Outline of 

Comparative Physiology. Enlarged by 
Dr. Wright. With Index and 300 Illus- 
trative Woodcuts. 

BOLI.ET'8 Blannal of Technioal 

Analysis; a C^de for the Testing and 
Valuation of the various Natural and 
Artificial Substances employed in the Arts 
and Domestic Economy, founded on the 
work of Dr. Bolley. Edit by Dr. Faol. 
zoo Woodcuts. 

BBIDaEWATER TREATISES. 

— ;- Bell (Sir Charles) on the Hand ; 
its^ Mechanism and Vital Endowments, as 
evincing Design. Preceded by an Accotmt 
of the Author^ Discoveries in the Nervous 
System by A. Shaw. Nomerous Woodcots. 

— Elrby on the History. Habits, 

and Instincts of Animals. With Notes by 
T. Rymer Jones, xoo Woodcots. 9 vols. 

•: — Bnekland's Oeologr and Miner- 

alonr. With Additions by Prof. Owen, 
ProL Phillips, and R. Brown. Memoir of 
Buckland. Pcntrait. 3 vols. X5x. Vol. I. 
Text. Vol. II. 90 large plates with letter- 
press. 



BBIDOEWATER TREATISES. 

— Chalmers on the Adaptation of 

External Nature to the Moral and Intel- 
lectual Constitution of Man. With Memoir 
by Rev. Dr. Cumming. Portrait. 

— Front's Treatise on Chemistry, 

Meteorology, and the Function of Diges- 
tion, with reference to Natural Theology 
Edit, by Dr. J. W. Griffith. 3 Maps. 

-— Boeef 8 Animal and Vegetable 

Physiology. 463 Woodcuts« a vols. 6s 



each. 



Kldd on the Adaptation of Ex- 
ternal Nature to the Physical Condition of 
Man. 3^ . 6d, 

CABFENTER'S (Dr. W. B.) Zoolosy. 

A Sirstematic View of the Strocture, Ha- 
bits, Insects, and Uses of the principal 
Families of the Animal Kingdom, arid of 
the chief Forms of Fossil Remains. Re- 
vised by W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Numerous 
Woedcuts. a vols. 6s. each. 

Mechanical Phllosoph7| Astro- 
nomy, and Horology. A Popular Expo- 
sition. i8z Woodcuts. 
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BOHirS LIBRARIES. 



CARPENTER'S YifXtliM^^mihiMid, 

Vegetable Phyelolonr and S^e- 

tenuitic Botany. A complete Introdnctum 
to the Knowledge of Plants. Revised by 
E. LanlreUer, M.D., &c. Numeroos 
Woodcuts. 6*. 

•»- Animal Physlolonr. Revised Edi- 
tion. 300 Woodcnts. 6f . 



CHEVREUL on Colour. 

the Principles of Hannony and Contrast 
of Colours, and their Application to the 
Arts; including Painting, Decoration, 
Tapestries, Carpets, Mosaics, Glanng, 
Suuning, Calico Printing, Letterpress 
Printing, Map Colouring, Dress, IJand- 
scape and Flower Gardening, &c. Trans, 
hy C. MarteL Several Plates. 
-^ With an additional series of 16 Plates 
in Colours, 7^. &/. 

BMNEMOSER'S History of Maglo. 

Trans, by W. Howitt. With an Appendix 
of the most remarkable and best authenti- 
cated Stories of Apparitions, Dreams, 
Second Sight, Table-Tuming, and Spirit- 
Rapping, &c. 2 vols. 

HIND'S Introduotlon to Astronomy. 

With Vocabulary of the Terms m present 
use. Numerous Woodcuts. 3^ . 6</. 

HOGG'S (Jabes) Elements of Ejmeri- 

mental and Natural Philosophy. Being 
an Easy Introduction to the Study w. 
Mechanics, Pneumatics, Hjrdrostatics, 
Hydraulics, Acoustics, Optics, Caloric, 
Electricity, Voltaism, and Magnetism. 
400 WooMJcuts. 

HUMBOLDT'S Cosmos; or, Sketch 

of a Physical Description of the Uoliverse. 
Trans, by E. C Ott£, B. H. Paul, and 
W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. Portrait. 5 v«^ 
3f. 6«f. each, excepting vol. v., S'* 

— PersonalNarrative Of his Travels 
in America during the 3rears z799>i8o4. 
Trans., with Notes, by T. Ross. 3 vols. 

^ — Views of Nature ; or, Contem- 
plations of the Sublime Phenomena of 
Creation, with Scientific Illustrations. 
Trans, by E. C. Ott6. 

HUNT'S (Robert) Poetnr of Science : 

or, Studies of the Physicu Phencnnena of 
Nature* By Robert Hunt, Professor at 
the School of Mines. 

JOYCE'S Scientific Dialogues. A 

Familiar Introduction to the Arts and 
Sciences. For Schools and Young People. 
Numerous Woodcuts. 

JOYCE'S Introdnction to the Arts 

and Sciences, for Schools and Young 
People. Divided into Lessons with Ex- 
amination Questions. Woodcuts. 31. ttL 



JXTKES-BROWNE'S Stndenfs Hand- 
book of Physical Geoloey. Bv A. J. 
iukes-Browne^ oH the Geological aiurvey of 
Ingland. With numerous Diagrams and 
Illustrations, 6«. 

The Student's Handbook of 

Historical Geology. By A. J. Tukes- 
Brown, B.A, F.G.S., of the GeoI<«ical 
Survey of England and Wales, mth 
numerous Diagrams and Illustrations. 6«. 

The Bnildlnflr of the Brittah 

Islands. A Study in Geographical Evolu- 
tion. By A J. Jukes-Browne, F.G.S. 
7*. &/. 

KNIGHT'S rCharles) Knowledge is 
Power. A Popular Manual of Political 
Economy. 

UUiY. Introdnction to Astrology. 
With a Grammar of Astrology and Tables 
for calculating Nativities, by ZadkieL 

MANTELL'S (Dr.) Geological Ex- 
cursions through the Isle of Wight and 
along the Dorset Coast. Numerous Wood* 
cuts and Geological Map. 

— - Petrifactions and their Teach- 
ings. Handbook to the Organic Remains 
in the British Museum. Numerous Wood- 
cuts, ta, 

— Wonders of Geologj ; or, a 
Familiar £xpositi<» of Geological Pheno- 
mena. A coloured Geologiod Map of 
England, Plates, and aoo Woodcuts. • 
vols. 7*. td. each. 

SCHOnW'S Earth, Plants, and Man. 
P(x»u]ar Pictures of Nature. And Ko- 
bdS's Sketches firom the Mineral Kingdom. 
Trans, by A. Henfrey, F.R.S. Cofoored 
Map of the Geography of Plants. 

SMITH'S (Pye) Geologj and Boip- 
tnre ; or, the Relation between theScripture s 
and Geological Science. With Menunr. 

STANLEY'S Classified Synopsis of 

the Principal Painters of the Dutch and 
Flemish Schools, including an Account of 
some of the early German Masters. By 
George Stanley. 

STAUNTON'S Chess Works. — See 
page 21. 

STOCKHARDT'S Experimental 
Chemistry. A Handbook for the Study 
of the Science by simple Eameriments. 
Edit, by C. W. Heaton, F.C.S. Nn- 



URE'S (Dr. A.) Cotton Manafi»etare 
of Great Britain, systematically investi- 
nted ; with an Introductory View of its 
Comparative State in Foreign Countries. 
Revised by P. L. SimmondL 150 Illus- 
trations. 9 vols. 

-»- Philosoi^hy of MannflMtnresi 
or an Exposition of the Scientific, Moral, 
and Commercial Economy of the Factory 
System of Great Britain. Revised vs 
P. L. Simmonds. Numerous Figures. 
800 pages. 7X. ttL 
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ECONOMICS AND FINANCE, 

GIUaAR-rS Hlrtory, Principles, and FrftOttM of Biui|tin8. Revised to 1881 by 
iLS7Midue,ofthekoyalBa5kdr Scotland. Portrait of Gilbart. a vols. io». 

RICARDO on the Principles of PoUtical Economy and Taxation. Edited 
l5 E. C. K. Conner, M.A., Lecturer, University College, Liverpool. [/« the press, 

SMITH (Adcubl). The "Wealth of Nations. An Inquiry into the Nature and 
Causes of. Edited by E. Belfort Bax. 2 vols. 7^. 



REFERENCE LIBRARY. 



32 Volumes ai Various Prices. (8/. i8j. per set,) 

EPIQRAMMATISTS (The). A Selec- 
tion from the Epigrammatic Literature ef 
Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modem Times. 
With Introduction, Notes, Observations, 
Illustrations an AjppentUx on Works con- 
nected with Epigrammatic Literature, 
byRev. H.Dodd,M.A. 6*. 

QAMES, Handbook of. Edited by 
Henry G. Bobn. Numerous Diagrams. 
5«. {See also page 21.) 



BLAIR'S Chronological Tables. 

Comprehending the Chronology and His- 
tory of the World, from the EarW TmiM 
to Uie Russian Treaty of Peace, April 1856. 
ByJ. W. Rosse. 800 pages, xof. 

Index of Dates. Comprehending 

the principal Facts in the Chronology and 
History oTdie World, from the EajfUest to 
the Present,alphabelicany arranged ; bemg 
a complete Index to the foregoing. By 
J. W. Rosse. a vols. 5*. each- 

BOHl^'S DIetionanr of Qnotatlon* 
from the English Poets. 4th and cheaper 
Edition. 6«. 

BOND'S Handy-book of Rnles and 
Tables for Verifying Dates with the Chns- 
tian Era. 4^1 Ediaon. 5; . 

BUCHANAN'S Dictionarj of Science 
and Technical Terms used in Philosophy, 
Literature, Professions, Commerce, Arts, 
and Trades. By W. H. Buchanan, with 
Supplement. E<fitcd by Jas. A. Smith. 6*. 

CHRONICLES OF THE TOMBIL A 

Select Collection of Epitaphs, with Essav 
on Epitaphs and Observations on Sepul- 
chral Antiquities. By T. J. Pettigrew, 
F.R.S., F.§.A. 5«. 

CUkRK'S ^ngh) Introdnotion to 

Heraldry. Revis^ by J. R. Planch6. 5f. 

950 inustrations. 

WUh tht laustrmiums cohmrtdt xsf* 

COINS, Slanxial of .— ^m HuM^krtyt. 

COOPER'S Biogpraphlcal Dictionary, 

Containing concise noticeo of upwards of 
15,000 eminent persons of all ages and 
countries. 2 vols. 5*. each. 

DATES, Index of.~^M Blah' 

DICTIONARY of Obsolete and Pro- 
vincial English. Containing Words frcMS 
English Writers previous to the xgth 
Century. By Thomas Wright, M.A^ 
F.S.A., &c. 2 vols. 5f. each. 



HENFREY'S Qnlde to English 
Corns. Revised Edition, by C. F. Keary. 
M.A*, F.S.A. With an Historical Intro- 
duction. 6s, 

HUMPHREYS' Coin Collectors' 

Mannal. An Historical Account of the 
Progress of Coinase from the Earliest 
Time, by H. N. Humphreys. 240 Illus- 
trations, a vols. 5x. each. 

LOWNDES' Bibliographer's Mannal 

of English Literature. Containing an Ac- 
count of Rare and Curious Books pub- 
lished in or relating to Great Britain and 
Ireland, from the Invention of Printmg, 
with Biographical Notices and Prices, 
byW.T.XoWndes. Parts I. -X. (A to ZJ, 
J. td, each. Part XI. {Appendix Vol.). 
5f. Or the xx parts in 4 vols., ball 
morocco, 3/. 2s, Also in 6 vob. cloth, 5; . 
each. 

MEDICINE, Handbook of DomestiCi 

Popularly Arranged. By Dr. H. Davies. 
700 pages. 5*. 

NOTED NAMES OF FICTION. 

Dictionary of. Including also Familiar 
Pseudonyms, Surnames bestowed on Emi- 
nent Men, &c ByW.A.Wheeler,M.A5J. 

POLITICAL CYCLOP.SDIA. A 

Dictionary of Political, Constitutional, 
Statistical, and Forensic Knowledge ; 
forming a Work of Reference on subjects 
of CivilAdministration, Pelitical Economy. 
Finance, Commerce, Laws, and Social 
Relations. 4 vols. y. 6d, each. 
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PROVERBS, Handbook of. Con- 

taining an entira Rmublication of Ra^s 
Collection, with Additions from Foreign 
Laa^piages and Sayings, Sentences, 
Maxims, and I%rases. 5/. 

A Polyslot of Foreign. Com- 

sing French, Italian, German, Dutch. 

'ih, Portuguese, and Danish. With 

lit Xrandattnne e«. 



prising 

Spanish, rortugnese, ana 

English Translations. 51. 



8TNONTMS and ANTONTM8; or. 

Kindred Words and their Opposites, Col- 
lected and Contrasted by Yen. C. J. 
Smith, M.A. 5«. 

WBIQHT (Th.)— ^'w DicHonafy. 



NOVELISTS' LIBRARY. 

13 Volumes at 31. 6d, each^ ixce^ng those marked otherwise. (2/. Zs, 6d,^set.) 



BJORNSON'8 Arne and the Fielier 

La9«ie. Translated from the Norse with 
an Introduction by W. H. Low, M.A. 

BURNET'S Evelina; or, a ^0°^ 
Lad/s Entrance into the World. By F. 
Bumey (Mme. D'ArUay). With Intro- 
duction and Notes by A. R. Ellis, Author 
of * Sylvestra,' &c. 

—— Cecilia. With Introduction and 
Notes by A. R. Ellis. 9 vols. 

DE 8TAEL. Corlnne or Italy. 

By Madame de StaSl. Translated by 
Emily Baldwin and Paulina Driver. 

EBER8' Egyptian Princess. Trans, 
by Emma Suchheim. 



FIELDIKa'8 Joseph Andrews and 
hb Friend Mr. Abraham Adams. With 
Roscoe's Biography. CrmkshanKs lUmt' 
traihus. 

— - Amelia. Roscoe's Edition, revised. 
Cruikshank's lUusiraiWHS, sf. 

-^ History of Tom Jonee, a Found- 
ling. Roscoe's Edition. Cruikshanf^t 
lUustratioHS. a vols. 

GBOSSFS Karoo TlsoontL Thuas. 
byA.F.D. 

BIANZONL The Betrothed : bdng 
a Translation of 'I Promessi Sposi. 
Numerous Woodcuts, z voL Sf» 

8TOWE (Mrs. H. B.) Unde Tom's 

Cabin : or. Life among the Lowly. 8 full- 
page Illustrations. 



ARTISTS' LIBRARY. 

9 Volupies at Various Prices, {2L Ss. Sd, per set,) 



BELL (Sir Charles). The Anatomy 
and Philosophy of Expression, as Con- 
nected with the Fine Arts. 5x. Illustrated. 

DEMIffTN. History of Arms and 

Armour from the Earliest Period. Bv 
Auguste Demmin. Trans, by C. C. 
Black, M.A., Assistant Keeper, S. K. 
Museum. 1900 Illustratioos. js, 6d, 

FAIRHOLT'S Costome In Ensland. 
Third Edition. Enlarged and Revised by 
the Hon. H. A. Dillon, F.S.A. With 
more than 700 Engravings, a Tids. s*» 
each. 
Vol. I. History. Vol II. Glossary. 

FLAXMAZr. Lectoree on Seolptnre. 

With Three Addresses to the R.A. by Sir 
R. Westmacott,' R.A., and Memoir of 
Flaxman. Portrait and 53 Plates. 6s, 



HEATON'S Concise History of 

Paintinc:. New Edition, revised by 
W. Cosmo Monkhouse. 5^. 

LECTURES 02f FAXNTXNG by the 

Royal Academicians, Barry, Opie, i nseli. 
With Introduct(»y Essay and Notes by 
R. W(»mum. Portrait of Fuseli. 5; . 

LEONARDO DA VINCFS TreatUe 

on Pamtinff. Trans, by J. F. Rigaud, R. A. 
With a Lite and an Account of nis Worki 
by J. W. Brown. Numerous Plates. 5X. 

FLANCHE'S History of British 

Costume, from the Earliest Time te the 
xoth Century. By J. R. Planch6. j^ 400 
Illustratioas. $>» 
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LIBRARY OF SPORTS AND GAMES. 

lo Voinmes at y. (^, and $s. each. (2I, 6s, od. per set,) 



BOHN'S Handbooks of Athletic 

Sports. With numerous Illustrations. In 
7 vols. SJ. (id, each. 

Vol. I.— Cricket, hy Hon. and Rev. E. 
Lyttelton; Lawn Tennis, hy H. W. W. 
Wilberforce ; Tennis, Rackets, and Fives, 
hy Julian Marshall, Major Spens, and J. A. 
Tait ; Golf, by W. T. Linskill ; Hockey, 
hy F. S. Cresweil. 

Vol. II. — Rowing and Sculling, by W. 
B. Woodgate ; Sailing, by E. F. Knight ; 
Swimming, by M. and J. R. Cobbett. 

Vol. III.— Boxing, hy R. G. Allanson- 
Winn ; Single Stick and Sword Exercise, 
by R. G. Allanson-Winn and C. Phillipps- 
WoUey : Wrestling,hy Walter Armstrong ; 
Fencing, by H. A. Colmore Dunn. 

Vol. IV.— Skating, by Douglas Adams ; 
Rugby Football, by Harry Vassall ; Asso- 
ciation Football, by C. W. Alcock. 

[/« the press. 

Vol. V. — Cycling and Athletics, hy 
H. H. Griffin ; Rounders, Field Ball, Base- 
ball, Bowls, Quoits, Skittles, &c., by J. M. 
Walker, M.A., Assistant Master Bedford 
Grammar School. [/« Uie press. 

Vol. VI.— Gymnastics, by A. F. Jenkin ; 
Clubs and Dumb-bells, by G. T. B. Cobbett 
and A. F, Jenkin. [/« the press. 

Vol. VII.— Riding, Driving, and Stable 
Management. By W. A. Kerr, V.C., and 
other writers. \PrcParing, 

BOHITS Handbooks of Games. New 

Edition, entirely rewritten. 2 volumes. 
3^. (id. each. 

Vol. I. Table Games. 
Contents: -Billiards, with Pool, Pyra- 
Tc. ds, and Snooker, by Maj»r-Gen. A. W. 
Drayson, F.R.A.S., with a preface by 
W. J. Peall— BagateUe, by « Berkeley'— 
Chess, by R. F. Green— Draughts, Back- 
gammon, Dominoes, Solitaire, Reversi, 



Go Bang, Rouge et noir. Roulette, E.O., 
Hazard, Far*, by * Berkeley.* 

Vol. II. Card Games. 
Contents :— Whist, by Dr. William Pole, 
F.R.S., Author of *The Philosophy of 
Whist, &c.'— Solo Whist, by R. F. Green ; 
Piquet, Ecart6, Euchre, B^zique, and 
Cribbage, by * Berkeley ; ' Poker, Loo, 
Vingt-et-un, Napoleon, Newmarket, Rouge 
et Noir, Pope Joan, Speculation, &c. &c., 
by Baxter- Wray. 

CHESS CONQRESS of 1862. A col- 
lection of the games played. Edited by 
J. LOwenthal. New edition, 51. 

MORPHT'S Gomes of Chess, being 

the Matches and best Games played by the 
American Champion, with explanatory and 
tmalytical Notes by J. LSwenthal. With 
short Memoir and Portrait of Morphy. 5;. 

STAUNTON'S Chess-Player's Hand- 
book. A Popular and Sd«ntific Intro- 
I duction to the Game, with numerous Dia- 
gnun5. 5;. 

I — » Chess Praxis. A Sapplemeat to tke 
Chess-player's Handbook. Containing the 
most important modem Improvements iii 
the Openings ; Code of Chess Ijavs ; and 
a Selection of Morphjr's Games. Annotated. 
636 pages. Diagrams. 5^. 

— — Chess-Player's CompAaien. 

Comprising a Treatise on Odds, Collection 
of Match Games, indnding the French 
Match with M. St. Amant, and a Selection 
of Original Problems. Diagrams and Co> 
lotured Frontispiece. 5x. 

— Chess Tournament of 1851. 

A Collection of Games played at this cele- 
brated assemblage. With Introdoctioa 
and Notes. Numerous Diagrams. 5^. 
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BOHN'S CHEAP SERIES. 

Price IS, each. 

A Series of Complete Stories or Essays^ viostly reprinted from Vols, in 

Bokn^s Libraries^ and neatly bound in stiff paper cover, with 

cut edges, suitable for Railway Reading, 



A8CHAM (Roger). Scholemaster. 

By Professor Mayor. 

CARPENTER (Dr. W. B.). Phyti- 
ology of Temperance and Total Abstinence. 



rland cmd EngliBh 

on the Kace, 



EMERSON. 

Characteristics. 

Ability, Manners, Truth, Character! 

Wealth, Religion. &c. &c. 

— Nature : An Essay. To which arc 
added Orations, Lectures, and Addresses. 

— Representative Men : Seven Lec- 
tures on Plato, Swedenborg, Mon- 
taigne, Shakespeare, Napoleon, and 

GOETHB. 

— Twentj Essajrs on Yarions Sub- 
jects. 

— The Conduct of Ufe. 

FRANKUN (Benjamin). Autoblo- 
giaphy. Edited by J. Sparks. 

BAWTHORNE (Nathaniel). Twice- 
told Tales. Two Vols, in One. 

— — Snow Image, and Other Tales. 

— — Scarlet Letter. 

— House wltb the Seven Gables. 

Transformation ; or the Marble 

Fawn. Two Parts. 

HAZLITT (W.). Table-talk: Essays 
mi Men and Manners. Three Parts. 

— — Plain Speaker : Opinions on Books, 
Men, and Things. Three Parts. 

— Lectures on the English Comic 

Writers. 

— Lectures on the English Poets. 

—— Lectures on the Characters of 

Shakespeare's Plays. 

- — Lectures on the Literature of 

the Age of Elizabeth, chiefly Dramatic. 



IRVING (Washington). Lives of 

Successors of Mohammed. 

Life of Goldsmith. 

Sketch-book. 

Tales of a Traveller. 

Tour on the Prairies. 

Conquests of Granada and 

Spain. Two Parts. 

LifiB and Voyages of Columbus. 

Two Parts. 

Companions of Columbus : Their 

Voyages and Discoveries. 

Adventures of Cajitain Bonne- 
ville in the Rocky Mountains and the Far 
West. 

Knickerbocker's History of New 

York, from the beginning of the World to 
the End of the Dutch Dynasty. 

Tales of the Alhambra. 

Conquest of Florida under Her- 
nando de Soto. 

Abbotsford U Newstead Abbey. 

Salmagundi ; or, The Whim- Whams 

and Opinions of Launcelot Langstaff, 
Esq. 

Bracebridge Hall; or. The Hu- 
mourists. 

Astoria ; or, Anecdotes of an Enter- 
prise beyond the Rocky Mountains. 

— Wolfsrt's Roost, and other Tales. 



LAHIB (Charles). 
With a Portrait. 



Essays of Ella. 



Last Essays of Ella. 

Elians. With Biographical Sketch. 

MARRTAT (Captain). Pirate and 

the Three Cutters. ytvCti a Memoir ot 
the Author. 
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Bohn's Select Library of Standard Works. 



Price i^. in paper covers, and is. 6d. in cloth. 

1. Bacon's Essays. With Introduction and Notes. 

2. Lessing'S Laokoon. Beasley's Translation, revised, with Intro- 

duction, Notes, &c., by £dward Bell, M.A. With Frontispiece. 

3. Dante's Inferno. Translated, with Notes, by Rev. H. F. Cary. 

4. Goethe's Faust. Part I. Translated, with Introduction, by 

Anna Swanwick. 

5. Goethe's Boyhood. Being Part I. of the Autobiography, 

Translated by J. Oxenford. 

6. Schiller's Mary Stuart and The Maid of Orleans. Trans- 

lated by J. Mellish and Anna Swanwick. 

7. The Queen's English. By the late Dean Alford. 

8. Life and Labours of the late Thomas Brassey. By Sir 

A. Helps, K.C.B. 

9. Plato's Dialogues: The Apology— Crito—Phaedo— Protagoras. 

With Introductions. 

10. M0Lii:RE's Plays: The Miser— Tartuffc— The Shopkeeper turned 

Gentleman. Translated by C. H. Walt, M.A. With brief Memoir. 

11. Goethe's Reineke Fox, in English Hexameters. By A. Rogers. 

12. Oliver Goldsmith's Plays. 

13. Lessing's Plays : Nathan the Wise—Minna von Bamhelm. 

14. Plautus's Comedies: Trinummus — Menaechmi — Aulularia — 

Captivi. 

15. Waterloo Days. By C. A. Eaton. With Preface and Notes by 

Edward Bell. 

16. Demosthenes— On the Crown. Translated by C. Rann 

Kennedy. 

17. The Vicar of Wakefield. 

18. Oliver Cromwell. By Dr. Reinhold Pauli. 

19. The Perfect Life. By Dr. Channing. Edited by his nephew. 

Rev. W. H. Channing. 

2a Ladies in Parliament, Horace at Athens, and other pieces, 

by Sir George Otto Trevelyan, Bart. 

21. Defoe's The Plague in London. 

22. Irving's Life of Mahomet. 

23. Horace's Odes, by various hands. [Oui of Print, 

24. Burke's Essay on ' The Sublime and Beautiful.' With 

Short Memoir. 

25. Hauff's Caravan. 

26. Sheridan's Plays. 

27. Dante's Purgatorio. Translated by Car)'. 

28. Harvey's Treatise on the Circulation of the Blood 

29. Cicero's Friendship and Old Age. 

30. Dante's Paradiso. Translated by Cary. 
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THE NEW WEBSTER. 



AN ENTIRELY NEW EDITION. 
Thoroughly Revised, considerably Enlarged, and 
reset in new type from beginning to end. 



WEBSTER'S 

INTERNATIONAL 

DICTIONARY 

2118 PAGES. 3500 ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Prices: Clothy £\ \\s. 6d.; Sheep, £2 2s,; 
Half Russia, £2 5^. / Calf, £2 %s. 

Editorial work upon this revision has been in active progress for over 10 years. 

Not less than 100 editorial labourers have been engaged upon it. 

Over 60,000/. was expended in its preparation before the first copy was printed. 

WetNlter is the Standard in our Postal Telegraph Department. 

Webster is the Standard in the U.S. Government Printing Office. 

The Times said of the last edition : ' It has all along kept a leading position.' 

The Quarterly Review said : ' Certainly the best practical dictionary extant.' 

The Lord Chief Justice of England said : ' I have looked, so that I may not go 
wrong, at Webster's Dictionary, a work of the greatest learning, researcTi, and 
ability.' 

The Chief Justice of the U,S.A, said : 'I have used and relied on Webster's 
Unabridged Dictionary for many years, and entirely concur in the general 
commendation it has received.' 

The oni/y Authorised and Complete Edition* 



LONDON : GEORGE BELL AND SONS. 
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